
LONDON: Manchester United manager Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer and Chelsea boss Thomas Tuchel have played
down reports their clubs will go head to head in the
race to sign Borussia Dortmund striker Erling Braut
Haaland. Haaland has emerged as one of the world’s top
forwards after scoring 21 goals in 21 appearances in the
Bundesliga this season.

The 20-year-old Norwegian snubbed United to join
Dortmund from RB Salzburg in 2019, but there is
growing speculation Solskjaer will make another
attempt to sign him in the close season. Solskjaer
coached Haaland at Molde and talk of a summer move
from Dortmund has intensified after the player’s agent
Mino Raiola and father Alf-Inge Haaland were pic-
tured in Spain. He has also been linked with
Manchester City, Real Madrid and Barcelona.Asked if
he can afford to miss out on Haaland again, Solskjaer
said: “Well, I’m focusing on the next two months and
whatever happens in the world of football. There’s only
so many places anyone can go to. I just focus on the
ones who are here and even though I’ve worked with
Erling it’s not right for me as a Man United manager
(to be) talking about Erling. I can talk about him as an
ex-coach of his but he will make his own mind up.”

Solskjaer refused to confirm if Haaland was on his
wanted list, adding: “I think the way the world works at
the moment, you’d like to do, of course, all your business
on the quiet and all your talks on the quiet. “Hopefully
we can suddenly sit here with players that no-one’s
written about and thought we’re going to go to.”

Tight-lipped Tuchel
With Germany forward Timo Werner struggling to

adapt to the Premier League, Chelsea could do with a
quality addition to their attack. But Tuchel wouldn’t be
drawn on Chelsea’s potential interest in Haaland,
instead claiming his agent was trying to stoke up a
bidding war.

“I will not answer that, out of respect for the player
and for Borussia Dortmund,” Tuchel said when asked if
Chelsea would speak to Raiola. “He’s a Borussia
Dortmund player, and of course there’s big news around
him and his agent. And it seems like they are creating a
race for the player. But still everybody needs to accept,
and I will fully accept, that he is a Borussia Dortmund
player. A very promising player of course, but with
respect to the situation he’s not in our squad, he’s not in
our club so there’s no comment on anything else
regarding him.”

Chelsea have also been linked with a move for Sergio
Aguero after Manchester City’s record goalscorer con-
firmed he will leave at the end of the season. Keeping
tight-lipped on the mooted Aguero interest, Tuchel said:
“I don’t need to talk, it’s the same, the same answer as
for Haaland. It’s absolutely clear that we have full
respect for Man City and Sergio Aguero who is a big
player for them. There is no word needed from me
about that. His career is outstanding, it speaks for itself,
and it’s not finished yet. He will still help Man City to
achieve their goals this season. But I will never speak
more than that about a player of a rival.” — AFP
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PODGORICA: Norway’s Erling Haaland (right) fights for the ball with Montenegro’s Aleksandar Scekic (left) and Igor
Vujacic during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 qualification Group G football match between Montenegro and Norway
at the Podgorica City Stadium in Podgorica on March 30, 2021. — AFP

LONDON: England’s striker Harry Kane (right) tangles with Poland’s defender Jan Bednarek (left) during the FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022 Group I qualification football match between England and Poland at Wembley Stadium in London on
March 31, 2021. — AFP

Mourinho rebuffs
Kane speculations
LONDON: Jose Mourinho refuses to “play that
game” regarding speculation over Tottenham Hotspur
star striker Harry Kane’s future after he was linked
with replacing Sergio Aguero at Premier League rivals
Manchester City. Mourinho said he did not know if
England captain Kane always had a smile on his face
“but he is always professional”.

Kane has reason to smile as Korean star Son
Heung-min — with whom he has forged a highly
effective partnership — is fit to return for today’s clash
with struggling Newcastle. Son suffered a hamstring
injury in the north London derby defeat to Arsenal and
missed two games as well as his country’s friendly with
Japan last week.

Mourinho’s case in trying to persuade Kane to stay
with his boyhood club would be helped with
Champions League football next season and ending
Spurs trophy drought. Both are within reach. Spurs

revived league form with four victories in five league
games, after an alarming slump, sees them just three
points off fourth-placed Chelsea.

They also have a date with Manchester City in the
League Cup final — the last trophy they won in 2008
— on April 25. “I cannot play that game,” said
Mourinho referring to speculation over Kane’s future.
“I have to focus on what he is for us. I’m always
pleased when my players go to their national teams
and do well. I don’t know if he always has a smile on
his face but he’s always professional. He has some nice
challenges, a final to play, a challenge for Europe and
the Euros.”

Son’s return will be heartening for his team-mates
as they enter the business end of the campaign. He and
Kane have contributed 30 of Spurs 49 league goals
this season and 22 assists between them. “Son is good.
He will be selected,” said Mourinho. “He was injured,
he trained with the team fully for the first time this
morning. Yesterday he was coming to do partial exer-
cises, not a complete session, this morning was the first
day he did it. Last week he didn’t train at all so it was
completely impossible to play internationals. This time
was a good chance for him to recover.” — AFP

Benghazi face Pirates
in first CAF club match
in Libya since 2010
JOHANNESBURG: Al-Ahly Benghazi will become
the first Libyan club since 2010 to host a CAF club
match when they tackle South African visitors Orlando
Pirates today in the Confederation Cup. Deadly vio-
lence in the post-Muammar Gaddafi era forced Libyan
national teams and clubs to stage home matches in
other north African countries, mostly Tunisia and
Egypt.

A recent United Nations-supervised deal has
restored calm to the country and Benghazi hosted an
Africa Cup of Nations qualifier against Tunisia last
week. Here, AFP Sport previews matchday 3 in the
African equivalent of the UEFA Europa League with
the first and second seeds in the four groups meeting.

Group A
Former Pirates star Joseph Makhanya has advised

German coch Josef Zinnbauer to sharpen his attack
and lay siege to the Benghazi goalmouth in pursuit of
maximum points. Makhanya told the Sowetan newspa-
per that the experiment of using Namibia winger Deon
Hotto as a central forward must end, and he wants
Tshegofatso Mabasa and Malawian Frank Mhango
chosen as a twin strike force. “The way Pirates have
been playing is like going to war and leaving your
weapons at home,” said Makhanya of a team that has
netted seven times in five CAF matches this season.

Group B
Title-holders Renaissance Berkane of  Morocco

will look to 35-year-old Mouhcine Iajour for goals as
they seek to bounce back from a loss at Coton Sport
of Cameroon when they host leaders JS Kabylie of
Algeria. The Orange Boys have scored four goals in
their latest African campaign and three have come
from the veteran forward, who played in Switzerland,
Belgium, Qatar and Saudi Arabia before returning
home. It is win or bust for bottom club NAPSA Stars
of Zambia when they host a Coton team with an
impressive CAF away record this season of three wins
from four matches. 

Group C
The clash between Etoile Sahel and frontrunners

CS Sfaxien in Rades pits Tunisian clubs with outstand-
ing Confederation Cup records against each other.
Sfaxien have won the competition a record three times
and Etoile twice and both have also been runners-up
since the competition launched in 2004. Both sides
hope leading scorers — Souleymane Coulibaly of
Etoile and Firas Chaouat of Sfaxien — can put recent
barren outings behind them.

Group D
Something has to give when Raja Casablanca of

Morocco face Pyramids of Egypt as they are the only
clubs among the 16 in the group phase with 100 per-
cent records after two matchdays. Both north African
outfits have beaten Namungo of Tanzania and Nkana
of Zambia to create a six-point gap between them and
their rivals. Soufiane Rahimi is an in-form Raja attacker
while nine of the Pyramids team have scored at least
once, including Burkinabe Eric Traore, Palestinian
Mahmoud Wadi and Uruguayan Diego Rolan. — AFP

COVID fall-out may
prevent City replacing
Aguero, says Guardiola
LONDON: Pep Guardiola said Manchester City may
well not replace record goalscorer Sergio Aguero due
to the financial fall-out from the coronavirus pandemic.
Guardiola added the runaway Premier League leaders
possessed enough talent to cope without Aguero
when his contract expires at the end of the season.

The Argentine joined City from Atletico Madrid
in 2011, three years after the club was taken over by
Abu Dhabi owners, and will leave after 10 trophy-
laden years, with 257 goals in 384 games so far. City
have been l inked with Norwegian star Erl ing
Haaland, England captain Harry Kane and France’s
World Cup winner Kylian Mbappe but Guardiola is
not sure such targets are realistic. Although City are
one of the richest clubs in the Premier League they
like others have had no fans coming through the
turnstiles for a year. 

“There is a lot of big chances that maybe we are
not going to sign a striker for next season,” said
Guardiola at Friday’s press conference. “We have
enough players in the first team right now and we have
interesting players in the academy. There is a big
chance, with the situation in the world, the economic
problems in world football, we are not going to sign
any striker for next season.” Guardiola admits Aguero
is such an icon at the club that it was incredibly tough
not to renew the contract. However, Aguero has had a
frustrating season due to injury and had to sit out a
month due to coronavirus.

City chairman Khaldoon Al-Mubarak has revealed
a statue of the striker has been commissioned to
stand alongside those currently being made to honor
his former team-mates David Silva and Vincent
Kompany. “We know how important a player he is in
the present and was in the past,” said Guardiola.
“These decisions are never easy.” Aguero has won
four Premier League titles, with a fifth looking
almost certain this season. They also remain in the
hunt for a historic quadruple. — AFP 


