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LOS ANGELES: Pascal Siakam celebrated his 27th
birthday by scoring a season-high 36 points as the
Toronto Raptors won their most lopsided game in
franchise history with a 130-77 rout of the Golden
State Warriors on Friday. 

The Raptors won by 53 points and led at one point
by 61 as they handed the short-handed Warriors their
third worst loss ever and the sixth defeat in their last
seven contests. “You saw it,” Warriors coach Steve
Kerr said. “We just got destroyed. Not a whole lot to
be said. Humiliating for everybody involved.”

The Raptors have been having problems of their
own, winning for just the second time in the past 15
games and snapping a four-game losing streak.
“Losing is not fun, and anything that lifts us out of
that is good,” said Siakam.

With Stephen Curry and Draymond Green sitting
out, the hapless Warriors looked out of sorts. Curry
was ruled out hours before tipoff with a bruised tail-
bone and Green was scratched with a sprained finger.
Curry missed five games earlier before returning for
the last two games.

“I just think the game went south on us quickly
and we got demoralized,” Kerr said. “I think without
Steph and Draymond out there I think we were a little
bit rudderless when things went south. We didn’t have
the internal fight that we needed to kind of get over
the hump.”

The Raptors outscored the Warriors by 51 points
in the second and third quarters, the largest point dif-
ferential over a two-quarter span within a game in
NBA history. Golden State also became the fourth

team in the last 25 seasons to trail by at least 60
points in a game. Turnovers have been an issue for
Golden State this season as they committed 21, lead-
ing to 30 Raptor points. “As a coach, you try to navi-
gate the season with your team as best you can,”
Kerr said. “So there’s times for humor, there’s times
for joy, there’s times for serious discussion and soul
searching. This is a time for soul searching for sure.”

The Raptors outscored the Warriors 35-16 in the
second quarter and 46-14 in the third to build a 108-
56 lead. Raptors Siakam also had seven rebounds and
five assists and Gary Trent, who was recently
acquired in a trade, finished with 24 points. OG
Anunoby scored 21 points on eight-of-12 shooting.
Malachi Flynn tallied 16 points while Chris Boucher
had 10 points, six rebounds and four steals. Andrew
Wiggins led Golden State with 15 points while Jordan
Poole and Nico Mannion each scored 10 points.

Elsewhere, Giannis Antetokounmpo scored 47
points on 18-of-21 shooting from the floor and
grabbed 12 rebounds as the Milwaukee Bucks
breezed to a 127-109 win over the Portland Trail
Blazers. Antetokounmpo also had three blocks in
posting his third 40-point performance of the season
as the Bucks beat the Trail Blazers for the fifth
straight time.

Jrue Holiday chipped in 22 points and 10 assists
for Milwaukee, who are now 2-1 at the halfway point
of their six-game road trip. Damian Lillard led
Portland with 32 points, CJ McCollum notched 18
points and seven assists and Robert Covington
scored 18 points in the loss. The loss snapped the
Trail Blazers’ four-game winning streak and was just
their third defeat in the past 10 games.

In New York, Luka Doncic scored 13 of his game-
high 26 points in the fourth quarter as the Dallas
Mavericks beat the New York Knicks 99-86. The
Mavericks were without head coach Rick Carlisle
who had tested positive for Covid-19 earlier Friday
despite receiving the vaccine shot in January. Carlisle
was scheduled to coach in his 1,500th game Friday.
Assistant coach Jamahl Mosley filled in for him. In
Boston, Jayson Tatum scored 26 points, Jaylen Brown
added 22 with 11 rebounds and the Boston Celtics
beat the Houston Rockets 118-102. — AFP

Raptors roll to historic
53-point win vs Warriors

Largest margin of victory in franchise history

TAMPA: Pascal Siakam of the Toronto Raptors drives to the basket during the game against the Golden State Warriors
on Friday at Amalie Arena in Tampa, Florida. — AFP

KUWAIT: Al-Kuwait players and staff celebrate with the championship’s trophy. — KUNA

ATLANTA: In this file photo taken on September 24, 2020
the 2021 All Star Game Logo is displayed on the screen
prior to the game between the Miami Marlins and Atlanta
Braves at Truist Park in Atlanta, Georgia.— AFP

Baseball’s All-Star
Game moved from
Atlanta over voting laws
NEW YORK: Major League Baseball moved its 2021
All-Star Game out of Atlanta on Friday after concerns
that a new Georgia state law would negatively impact
the ability of Black citizens to vote. “The best way to
demonstrate our values as a sport is by relocating this
year’s All-Star Game and MLB Draft,” MLB commis-
sioner Rob Manfred said in a statement.

Critics of a voting rights law signed by Georgia’s
Republican Governor Brian Kemp last week say the
legislation creates severe restrictions upon voters,
with tougher identification requirements for absentee
voters and restricted use of ballot dropboxes.

US President Joe Biden told ESPN on Wednesday
he supported moving the game out of Atlanta over the
voting rights law. Manfred said MLB is “finalizing”
plans for a new host city for the contest between
American League and National League stars that was
set for July 13.

Manfred said the league “engaged in thoughtful
conversations” with clubs, former and current players
and the players’ union to consider their views before
making the decision. “Major League Baseball funda-
mentally supports voting rights for all Americans and
opposes restrictions to the ballot box,” Manfred said.
“Fair access to voting continues to have our game’s
unwavering support.”

The new law has brought protests and threats to
boycott such Georgia-based firms as Coca-Cola and
Delta Air Lines, which both came out against the new
law. “Businesses and organizations have great power in
their voices and ability to push for change, and I
respect the decision of the players to speak out
against this unjust law,” US Senator Reverend Raphael
Warnock of Georgia said in a statement.

“It is not the people of Georgia or the workers of
Georgia who crafted this law, it is politicians seeking
to retain power at the expense of Georgians’ voices.
And today’s decision by MLB is the unfortunate con-
sequence of these politicians’ actions.” Among other
moves, the law would make it a crime to hand water to
people waiting in long lines to vote, saying it could
offer an unfair opportunity to influence voters.

Georgia played a pivotal role in the recent US elec-
tions, with Democrats eventually winning two key
Senate seats to ensure control of Congress. Georgia
governor Kemp meanwhile hit out at the MLB’s deci-
sion Friday, accusing the league of “caving to fear,
political opportunism, and liberal lies.” “Georgians —
and all Americans — should fully understand what the
MLB’s knee-jerk decision means: cancel culture and
woke political activists are coming for every aspect of
your life, sports included,” Kemp tweeted. —AFP

MLB risked player
walkout if All-Star
Game not moved
NEW YORK: Major League Baseball risked
having several top players boycott the All-Star
Game had it not been moved from Atlanta,
according to some who celebrated Friday’s
announcement by commissioner Rob Manfred.

The July 13 exhibition showdown between
National and American league superstars was
moved after Georgia passed a law making it
more difficult for Black people to vote. “Any
intent to suppress any American from voting, I
disagree with,” said Los Angeles Dodgers man-
ager Dave Roberts, the 2018 and 2019 All-Star
Game manager for the National League.
“Certainly I’m saddened and disappointed for
fans in the state of Georgia. They are the victims
in this. It’s a difficult decision but I certainly sup-
port it.”

“It was a tough situation. I feel like it was the
right decision,” said 17-season MLB pitcher
Edwin Jackson. “It’s a powerful impact baseball
has shown it has on the community.” Harold
Reynolds, a two-time All-Star player now work-
ing as a television commentator, said MLB risked
having players refuse to play had the game been
staged in Atlanta in the wake of the restrictive
voting law. “Players were not going to play,” he
said. “That’s part of taking a stand for social jus-
tice. And I’m not just talking about black players
in The Players Alliance.”

The alliance was a group of active and former
MLB players, mostly but not all Black, formed
last year in the wake of rising social justice con-
cerns. “We will use our voice, our platform, and
our partnerships now more than ever to create
real, tangible change for the Black community to
stand up for every American’s right to vote,” the
group said in a statement. “We will not be
silenced. We won’t back down in the fight for
racial equity. We will never stop breaking barri-
ers to the ballot box.”

‘Not an easy decision’
Curtis Granderson, president of the alliance

and a three-time All-Star in 16 MLB seasons,
was among those who spoke to Manfred as he
consulted stakeholders about the decision. “It
was emotional,” Granderson said.  “He was tak-
ing a pulse. He was letting us know where he
was at. It was great that he was receptive. It was
great he reached out to us. We have to commend
him. This was not an easy decision to have to
make. He got a sense (of players’ feelings) and
the sense was to go ahead and make that deci-
sion to move the game. He made the decision to
step up.”

Other major sports events have been moved
over social issues. The NBA moved the 2017 All-
Star Game from Charlotte after a North Carolina
state law was passed weakening anti-discrimina-
tion laws protecting the gay community. The
NFL moved the 1993 Super Bowl from Arizona
after the state failed to make Martin Luther King
Jr Day an official holiday. — AFP

KUWAIT: Al-Kuwait won their 12th Kuwait
Basketball League title after being triumphant twice in
a three-game play-off final, most recently an 83-61
win over Kazma on Friday evening. Kazma missed
their chance to go top, making it as runners-up for the
second consecutive year in a row, with Al-Qadsiyah

trailing in third. A total six clubs have each won the
domestic title, the first of which was held in 1961-62.
Al-Qadsiyah are the most decorated club domestically
with 23 titles, followed by Al-Kuwait (12), Kazma
(nine), Al-Arabi (eight), Al-Jahra (five) and Al-Sahel
(one). — KUNA

Al-Kuwait crowned 2020-21 Kuwait
Basketball League champions

Sinner advances
to face Hurkacz
in Miami final
MIAMI: Italian teen Jannik Sinner rallied past Spanish
seventh seed Roberto Bautista Agut at the Miami
Open on Friday to book a meeting with Hubert
Hurkacz in the biggest final of his young career. Sinner,
who reached last year’s French Open quarter-finals,
defeated Bautista 5-7, 6-4, 6-4 to become only the
fourth teen to reach the men’s final in the 36-year his-
tory of the ATP Miami Masters.

Poland’s Hurkacz, seeded 26th, won his second
straight match over a top 10 player, beating Russian
fourth seed Andrey Rublev 6-3, 6-4. Coming off a
quarter-final win over second-seeded Stefanos
Tsitsipas, Hurkacz became the first player to take a set
off Rublev at the tournament. It’s the first time he has
earned two top 10 wins in the same tournament.

Sinner, 19 and playing only his third Masters 1000,
joined 1990 champion Andre Agassi, 2005 runner-up
Rafael Nadal and 2007 winner Novak Djokovic as
Miami teen finalists. “Today we both showed great
tennis,” Sinner said. “It was not easy. It was a little bit
windy as well. I’m very happy about my performance
today.”

Sinner took his eighth career triumph over a top-20
rival and ensured he will rise into the ATP’s top 25 next
week, although he nearly smashed a racquet in a tense
second set. “Sometimes you get the frustration going
but just trying to stay calm, which is how I am normal-
ly,” Sinner said. “Sometimes you have to scream or do
something else, but don’t break racquet. Please let me
don’t break racquet.”

Sinner seeks his third career ATP title after last
year at Sofia and February in an Australian Open tune-
up at Melbourne. As excited as he was at reaching the
final, he kept a long-term perspective about what it
meant for his career. “This kind of stuff can help you a
lot. It’s good to be in finals here but it doesn’t mean
anything,” Sinner said. “The road is very long and I
want to improve day after day and we’ll see what’s
coming.” Bautista, who ousted Russian top seed Daniil
Medvedev in the quarter-finals, missed out on his sec-
ond career ATP Masters 1000 final after 2016 at
Shanghai, where he lost to Britain’s Andy Murray.

Keeping it simple
Bautista broke Sinner to open then saved two break

points and held for a 2-0 lead. But Sinner broke back
at love in the sixth game to level at 3-3. The Spaniard
broke again for 6-5 when Sinner netted a backhand
and he held to claim the set on his second ace after 51
minutes.

In the second set, Sinner saved four break points in
the seventh game to hold but sent a backhand wide on
his first break chance in the eighth games as Bautista
held for 4-4. Sinner held and then broke when the
Spaniard netted a backhand to force a third set.

Bautista broke at love for a 2-1 lead in the deciding
set, but Sinner roared back to claim the victory and
ensure himself a place in next week’s ATP top 25. “I
tried to stick with my serve after the second set,
maybe a little bit deeper,” Sinner said. “Trying to keep
my game simple and make it in the best possible way
so I’m very happy today.” Hurkacz, who already has
one victory this season in Delray Beach in January,
advanced to the first Masters 1000 final of his career.
“After winning a title at the beginning of the year I had
a couple of rough matches,” Hurkacz said. “I have just
been trying to improve my game. “

Hurkacz hammered eight aces and broke Rublev’s
serve three times while being broken just once in their
one hour, 27 minute match. Besides dominating on the
serve, Hurkacz struck more backhand winners than the
Russian. “He played a couple of amazing shots,”
Hurkacz said of Rublev. “I was able to play to his back-
hand to get advantages on the rallies.”

Rublev fought to stay alive in the opening set
before Hurkacz finished it off with a powerful serve on
the sixth set point. In the second set, Hurkacz clinched
the win on his third match point, blasting a cross court
forward winner that froze Rublev in his tracks. Hurkacz
and Sinner are doubles teammates so they know each
other’s games well. “It is going to be a fun match,”
Hurkacz said. — AFP

MIAMI GARDENS: Roberto Bautista Agut of Spain serves
to Jannick Sinner of Italy in the semifinals during the
Miami Open at Hard Rock Stadium on Friday in Miami
Gardens, Florida. — AFP


