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Tunde Csuhaj, creator of artfully decorated Easter eggs, presents a
goose egg at her workroom in the town of Szekszard, Hungary.

With lace-like etchings and carvings
made with a hand drill, the decorative
egg art of Hungarian artist Tunde

Csuhaj is bringing a different spin on an ancient
handicraft popular at Easter. As in neighboring
countries like Ukraine and Romania, Hungary
boasts a long tradition of egg painting as part of
Easter celebrations. But although Csuhaj’s works
are in high demand around Easter, the 67-year-
old works year-round at her home workshop in
Szekszard, 150 kilometers (93 miles) south of
Budapest, where she began decades ago. “After
30 years we know each other very well, the egg
and I,” Csuhaj told AFP. “If I make a mistake and
the egg breaks, well that is painful for both me
and the egg,” she said.

Originally painting eggs in the colorful
“Sarkoz” style named after a nearby region, she
soon developed her own style, etching and
carving eggshells with a hand drill.  Her materi-
al ranges from smaller pheasant and chicken
eggs, to larger goose, emu and ostrich ones.
“Goose eggs are the most suitable, they have a
large surface, a solid shell, and are white, which
is important for coloring and drawing miniature
details,” she said. After emptying an egg of its

contents through tiny pinholes, Csuhaj cleans,
washes, and dries it before drawing pattern
guidelines on it with a pencil.

Then, using a small fountain pen-like stylus
she delicately paints hot beeswax over the pat-
terns, a method called “batik”. The shell is
dipped in an acidic fluid that thins the parts not

covered with wax. Then the wax is scrubbed off
with a toothbrush under running hot water.
Finally she uses a drill to punch holes and
shapes, creating a sculpted lace-like effect
around either the entire shell or part of it to
complement a painted motif. Displayed around
her workshop are finished eggs decorated with
scenes from fairytales and legends, beasts and
insects, religious symbols, and intricate geomet-
ric patterns. “No egg is the same shape, and all
my designs are different,” said Csuhaj, whose
favorite  motifs are “those related to the
resumption of nature in spring”. 

Unsurprisingly, the level of detail requires
days of effort, and she can’t turn out more than
100 eggs per year. A regular attendee at exhibi-
tions and fairs in Western Europe since the
1990s, Csuhaj says her unique style is popular
among collectors. “I don’t sign the eggs as
everyone knows they were done by me,” she
said. Although unable to travel this year
because of pandemic restrictions, bespoke
client orders help to keep her busy. “A fireman
asked me recently to paint a fire engine on an
egg, I do whatever is special for people,” she
said. —AFP

Hungary egg decorator brings new spin on ancient craft

Artfully decorated Easter eggs made of goose eggs are seen in the
workshop of Tunde Csuhaj in the town of Szekszard.
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—AFP photos

Artfully decorated Easter eggs made of goose eggs. Artfully decorated Easter eggs made of goose eggs. Artfully decorated Easter eggs made of goose eggs.

Artfully decorated Easter eggs made of goose eggs. Artfully decorated Easter eggs made of goose eggs. Tunde Csuhaj, creator of artfully decorated Easter eggs, works on a
goose egg at her workroom.

Tunde Csuhaj, creator of artfully decorated Easter
eggs, paints a goose egg at her workroom in the
town of Szekszard.

In this file photograph Jean-Louis Baillot, Director General of Ikea France, poses in Montpellier, southern
France, at the opening of the Swedish retailer’s eighteenth store in France. —AFP

Tunde Csuhaj, creator of artfully decorated Easter
eggs, works on a goose egg at her workroom in the
town of Szekszard.

Aman has admitted to stabbing a 76-year-old
leading French theatre director in the street
because he gave him a “nasty look”, prosecu-

tors said Friday. The 35-year-old, who had previously
been sentenced to 10 years in jail for drugs, was due to
appear before a judge later in the day and may face a
charge of attempted murder, the Montpellier prosecu-
tor’s office said. Alain Francon, one of France’s most
prolific theatre directors, was stabbed in the throat and
left on the ground bleeding on March 17 near his hotel
in the southern city.

Francon, who founded the avant-garde Theatre

Eclate (Shattered Theatre) troupe in the 1970’s, said he
remembered someone “bumping into” him without
saying a word and that he saw his attacker run off.
Police had used video surveillance cameras in the city
center to track the suspect, the prosecutors said. The
man was detained outside his apartment on Thursday
and had at first denied everything until his final inter-
view, said Jacques-Philippe Redon for the  prosecu-
tor’s office. Francon took charge of the prestigious
national theatre La Colline in Paris in 1996 and won a
Moliere award for his staging of Edward Albee’s
“Who’s Afraid of Virginia Wolf?” in 2016.—AFP

Caroline Baron is wearing
shoes she has not worn in a
year and a big smile as she

walks into The Shed, one of the few
major venues in America’s cultural
capital New York to begin hosting
live performances again for the first
time since March 2020. “I forgot
how to get dressed... it is exciting,”
the film-maker says as she, along
with her partner and teenage son,
reach the arts center on
Manhattan’s West Side for a con-
cert by singer and cellist Kelsey Lu.

Some had hoped that Friday
would mark the grand reopening of
New York’s iconic theaters, a huge-
ly symbolic moment for a metropo-
lis seeking to recapture the effer-
vescence-and millions of tourists-
that characterized it before the
pandemic. But The Shed is one of
the few to take advantage of the
New York state governor’s permis-
sion to reopen as of April 2 with
capacity limited to one third, or
150 people maximum. All 150 of
those attending the concert had
either proof of vaccination against
COVID-19 or a negative PCR test
less than six hours old.

The venue in the newly-redevel-

oped Hudson Yards opened in
2019, and thus has advantages that
many of New York’s older theaters
do not: it is not-for-profit, giving it
an edge over Broadway venues for
whom 33 percent capacity is not
profitable; it has a modern ventila-
tion system, and its space is modu-
lar, which has allowed it to develop
a program adapted to the pandem-
ic, artistic director Alex Poots told
AFP. “The most important thing is
to keep this precious thing alive
called live performance, even if we
have to reduce our capacity,” he
said.  “There is this communion
between artists and audiences that
we’ve all missed terribly.” 

The city’s myriad stand-up
comedy clubs are also throwing
open their doors.  With one person
on stage and spectators seated at
tables, spending an evening at a
comedy club is “really no different
from a restaurant,” says Emilio
Savone, owner of the New York
Comedy Club. He is delighted to
have sold all the available seats for
this first night.

‘Reawakening’ 
“This is one of the moments

that really signals to people our
comeback,” New York  mayor Bill
de Blasio said after attending a
performance at another venue: an
off-Broadway theater which was
hosting “Blindness,” a sound and
light installation based on the
dystopian novel by Jose Saramago.
“The theater community means so
much to our identity as New
Yorkers ... And it also happens to
be a part of our economy that
accounts for more than $100 bil-
lion a year in economic activity, so
it has to come back for so many
reasons,” he said. But with COVID
infection rates holding steady-even
as New York ramps up its vaccina-
tion program-the opening almost
certainly will remain gradual.
Between now and the fall, theater
will see a “reawakening,” says
Poots.   “That said... it’d be very
naive not to think that that is a risk,
and I think we’re very mindful that
if at some point, things increase by
a big enough degree, the pandem-
ic, then we’ll have to pause,” he
said. And yet, after more than a
year of closure, Savone is philo-
sophical.  “How much worse can it
get?” he says. —AFP

The show finally goes on: New York’s 
pandemic-shut theaters reopen, slowly

Suspect arrested for stabbing French theatre director


