
KATHMANDU: A Qatari royal is set to scale 
Everest, as she chases her dream of becoming 
the first woman from the Middle East to com-
plete the Explorers Grand Slam of summiting 
each continent’s highest peaks and reaching the 
poles. Sheikha Asma Al-Thani, a mountaineer and 
member of the Qatar Olympic Committee, arrived 
in Nepal’s capital Kathmandu on Thursday and is 
prepared to head to Everest base camp. 

She is expected to attempt to ascend the 
8,848-m mountain in mid-May, depending on 
local conditions. If she succeeds, she will become 
the first woman from Qatar to summit the world’s 
tallest mountain. Sheikha Asma first dreamt of 

reaching the skies in 2003 when she was just 14, 
writing “climbing mountains” on her wish list. At 
that time, no woman from the Gulf region had 
reached Everest’s summit. 

Years later as she set out on conquering each 
peak to achieve the Slam, Sheikha Asma was 
questioned about her abilities - from being able 
to cl imb to carrying mountaineering gear - 
because she was a woman. “These are the 
stereotypes people have with women and for me, 
it’s the idea that no matter what, we can achieve 
our dreams,” she told AFP. 

The 31-year-old began her journey as a moun-
taineer in 2014 by summiting Kilimanjaro, Africa’s 
highest peak. She has since climbed Argentina’s 
Aconcagua, the highest  mountain in  the 
Americas, and skied to the North Pole. Sheikha 
Asma hopes her feats will inspire other female 
climbers to follow in her footsteps. “For me, my 
dream would be that I’m no longer the first 
woman of Qatar,” she said. “But not only moun-
tains but achieving their goals. It would make me 

feel very, very happy.” 
Nepal has reopened 

its borders, but moun-
taineers must quaran-
tine until they test neg-
at ive for  COVID-19. 
The country has so far 
issued 151 permits for 
var ious Himalayan 
mountains, including 72 
for Everest. Authorities 
expect around 300 for-
eign c l imbers to 
attempt to summit the world’s highest mountain 
this spring season. 

The Tibetan part of Everest continues to be 
closed to foreigners this year, possibly adding 
more climbers on the Nepal side. Before the pan-
demic, Nepal was struggling to cope with the 
large number of people summiting Everest. Some 
11 climbers died on the mountain in 2019, with at 
least four blamed on overcrowding.— AFP   
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News in brief
Bahrain to release 126 prisoners  
 
DUBAI: Bahrain announced Friday it would 
allow more than 100 inmates to serve the bal-
ance of their jail time out of prison. The public 
prosecution said in a statement that 126 prison-
ers would serve the remainder of their sentences 
in an “alternative” or non-custodial setting, 
adding that the convicts would be monitored 
electronically. Bahraini authorities said last week 
that three people at the kingdom’s Jaw prison 
were infected with COVID-19. — AFP 

Ties with Israel ‘beneficial’         
 
RIYADH: Normalization with Israel would 
bring “tremendous benefit” to the region, the 
Saudi foreign minister has said, but such an 
accord with the kingdom would depend on 
progress in the Israeli-Palestinian peace process 
“It would be extremely helpful both economical-
ly but also socially and from a security perspec-
tive,” Prince Faisal bin Farhan said Thursday 
during an interview with CNN. — AFP 

Medical expertise for oil 
 
BEIRUT: Officials from Beirut and Baghdad 
signed a preliminary agreement Friday that 
would see Lebanon trade its medical expertise 
for Iraqi fuel supplies, Lebanese state media 
reported. Lebanon’s state-run electricity com-
pany faces dire cash shortages, while oil-rich 
Iraq suffers from a chronic lack of drugs and 
medical care. Under the accord, inked in Beirut, 
Lebanon would receive 500,000 tons of Iraqi 
oil annually, or a sixth of its needs. — AFP 

Tendulkar hospitalized  
 
MUMBAI: The cricket world united to send 
support to Indian legend Sachin Tendulkar after 
he announced that he was hospitalized Friday as 
a precautionary measure to combat the coron-
avirus. The 47-year-old “little master” of batting 
is one of the most high-profile cases of a new 
pandemic surge in the country of 1.3 billion peo-
ple. “As a matter of abundant precaution under 
medical advice, I have been hospitalized,” 
Tendulkar said on Twitter. “I hope to be back 
home in a few days. Take care and stay safe 
everyone.” — AFP 

Millions face Easter under  
virus curbs as cases surge

Philippines extends lockdown in economic hub • US logs 100m vaccinations
ROME: Millions of Christians around the world 
were yesterday facing another Easter weekend 
under restrictions because of coronavirus surges, 
but there was good news from the hard-hit United 
States as it crossed the milestone of 100 million 
vaccinations. There have been worrying spikes in 
infections in many parts of the world, even as vac-
cine rollouts gather pace, forcing the reimposition 
of deeply unpopular restrictions. Kuwait yesterday 
reported 1,235 new COVID-19 cases and 12 deaths, 
taking total cases to 235,989 and deaths to 1,339.  

Italy began a strict Easter lockdown yesterday, 
with the entire country considered a high-risk “red 
zone” during a time when families usually hold 
reunions. At the Vatican on Good Friday, a handful 
of onlookers caught a glimpse of Pope Francis pre-
siding over the “Way of the Cross” ceremony in an 
empty St Peter’s Square, with restrictions prevent-
ing large gatherings for a second year in a row.  

New curbs were also coming into force yesterday 
in France, where authorities are scrambling to deal 
with a dramatic rise in cases that has overwhelmed 
hospitals in Paris. Restrictions had been already 
intensified in other European nations such as 

Belgium. In Germany, the government scrapped plans 
for a strict Easter lockdown, but Chancellor Angela 
Merkel urged people to limit their social contacts 
ahead of the break. Across the Atlantic, fresh curbs 
were also imposed ahead of Easter in Ontario and 
Quebec, Canada’s two most populous provinces. 

And in the Philippines, a lockdown affecting 
more than 24 million people was being extended for 
another week as authorities deploy tents and health 
workers to overwhelmed hospitals. People in Metro 
Manila - the national capital region - and four 
neighboring provinces will have to stay home for 
another week unless they are essential workers, 
presidential spokesman Harry Roque said. The 
announcement came as the number of new infec-
tions for a single day hit a record high of 12,576, 
taking the country’s caseload to more than 
784,000, including over 13,400 deaths.  

But there was a step towards normalcy in 
Jerusalem’s Old City, where a lockdown dampened 
Easter last year. There was a modest crowd this 
year as most major sites opened thanks to Israel’s 
successful vaccine rollout.  

Continued on Page 2 
PESHAWAR: A water cannon is used to disinfect St John’s Cathedral Church as a preventive measure against 
COVID-19 on the eve of Easter yesterday. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Law enforcement investigate the scene after a vehicle charged a 
barricade at the US Capitol on Friday. — AFP 

Qatari climber Sheikha 
Asma Al-Thani. — AFP

WASHINGTON: A US Capitol police 
officer was killed and a second injured 
Friday after a vehicle rammed through 
security and crashed into a barrier at 
the Washington complex, forcing it into 
lockdown less than three months after 
a mob assault on Congress. Capitol 
Police shot dead the driver after he 
jumped out of the car and lunged at 
them with a knife, Acting Chief 
Yogananda Pittman told reporters. 

President Joe Biden, who was with 
first lady Jill Biden at Camp David for 

the Easter holiday, offered his “heart-
felt condolences” to the family of 
William Evans, the veteran policeman 
killed in the attack. “Jill and I were 
heartbroken to learn of the violent 
attack at a security checkpoint on the 
US Capitol grounds,” Biden said in a 
statement. 

US media said officials had identi-
fied the attacker as Noah Green, a 25-
year-old black man from Indiana and 
an adherent of the black nationalist 
Nation of Islam movement. Pittman 
said there was no immediate indication 
of his motivation or police file on him. 
“It does not appear to be terrorism-
related, but obviously we will continue 
to investigate,” Washington 
Metropolitan Police Chief Robert 
Contee added. 
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WASHINGTON: US President Joe Biden on Friday 
revoked sanctions imposed by Donald Trump on the 
top prosecutor of the International Criminal Court 
as the new administration seeks a more cooperative 

approach, resolving an intense disagreement with 
European allies. Former secretary of state Mike 
Pompeo last year denounced the “kangaroo court” 
in The Hague and imposed both financial sanctions 
and a US visa ban on its Gambian-born chief prose-
cutor, Fatou Bensouda. 

Pompeo acted after she launched an investiga-
tion into alleged war crimes by US military person-
nel in Afghanistan. The court in The Hague further 
annoyed the United States by opening an investiga-
tion into alleged war crimes in the Palestinian terri-
tories by Israel, a US ally which rejects the authority 

of the court. Biden said the United States still has 
concerns with the ICC. But “the threat and imposi-
tion of financial sanctions against the Court, its per-
sonnel, and those who assist it are not an effective 
or appropriate strategy”, he said in a statement.  

Pompeo’s successor, Antony Blinken, said the 
United States continued to “disagree strongly” with 
the moves on Afghanistan and Israel. “We believe, 
however, that our concerns about these cases would 
be better addressed through engagement with all 
stakeholders in the ICC process rather than through  
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