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PARIS: Novak Djokovic’s bid to become the first 
man in half a century to win all four Grand Slam 
titles twice got off to a straightforward start yester-
day at Roland Garros as a ‘double bounce’ row 
prompted calls for video replays to be introduced in 
tennis. World number one Djokovic, returning to 
Grand Slam action for the first time since his US 
Open disqualification, eased past Sweden’s Mikael 
Ymer, ranked 80, in straight sets 6-0, 6-2, 6-3. 

It was his 32nd win in 33 matches in 2020 and 
kept him on course for a second French Open title 
following his 2016 triumph, and 18th career major. 
“It’s always a pleasure to return to Paris on Philippe 
Chatrier, this important court. The atmosphere is a 
little different this year with few fans but I remain 
motivated to win the title,” said Djokovic, only one 
of two men to have defeated 12-time champion 
Rafael Nadal in 15 years in Paris. 

Djokovic, who suffered no immediate hangover 
from his US Open controversy by quickly wrapping 
up a record 36th Masters title in Rome on the eve of 
Roland Garros, next faces Lithuania’s Ricardas 
Berankis. The 33-year-old is in the second round for 
a record-equalling 16th time, matching Guillermo 
Vilas and Nadal. 

 
‘Replace human with camera’  

Kristina Mladenovic called for a football-style 
VAR system to be introduced in tennis after her 
opponent profited from a double bounce to help 
knock the Frenchwoman out of her home Grand 
Slam. Mladenovic was 5-1 up and with a set point 
against Laura Siegemund when the German 
scooped a winner despite the ball appearing to 
bounce twice. The incident was missed by chair 
umpire Eva Asderaki. World number 44 Mladenovic 
pleaded in vain before Siegemund took full advan-
tage, racing into the next round with a 7-5, 6-3 win. 

“It would be great to have that,” said Mladenovic 
when asked if video replays should be introduced. 
“It’d be a pity to replace a human with a camera but 
to err is human. I don’t see how the umpire could 
not see it. Unfortunately, she continues at Roland 
Garros but I do not.”  Siegemund defended her 
actions. “If in that call, I’m coming running full 
speed, if in that call I say, ‘Oh, it was a double 
bounce,’ and later I see on the video it was not, I 
would be angry at myself. So I think in that situa-
tion, that was a close call,” she said. “That’s what the 
umpire is there for. I think she has better chances 
than me to see what has happened exactly.” 

Second seed Karolina Pliskova ended Mayar 
Sherif’s fairytale Grand Slam breakthrough to set up 
a second round clash against former champion 
Jelena Ostapenko. Pliskova, a semi-finalist in 2017, 
squandered eight set points in the opener as world 
number 172 Sherif, the first Egyptian woman to play 
in the main draw at a Slam, took a shock lead. 

However, the Czech’s greater experience eventu-
ally told as she recovered to progress 6-7 (9/11), 6-
2, 6-4. “I think she was playing very smart today. Of 
course she had a lot of confidence just winning three 
matches from quallies,” said Pliskova of her 24-year-
old opponent. “She had nothing to lose.” Latvia’s 
Ostapenko, the world 43, won her first match at the 
French Open since sweeping to her shock 2017 title 
when she fired 46 winners past Madison Brengle of 
the United States to win 6-2, 6-1.  

 
‘Pressure all gone’  

“After I won here it was a tough time. I had to 
get used to the pressure but now it’s all gone,” said 
the 23-year-old Ostapenko. Denmark’s Clara 
Tauson, just 17 and a qualifier, unleashed 48 winners 
to knock out American 21st seed and US Open 
semi-finalist Jennifer Brady 6-4, 3-6, 9-7. Tauson 

also saved two match points on her way to a maiden 
career main draw win. 

Australian Open champion Sofia Kenin recovered 
from a break down in the final set to defeat 125th-
ranked Russian Liudmila Samsonova 6-4, 3-6, 6-3. 
Fourth seed Kenin, who dumped out Serena 
Williams in Paris a year ago, fought back from 2-0 
down in the decider to advance to a second-round 
tie against Romania’s Ana Bogdan.  

Later yesterday, newly-crowned Hamburg cham-

pion Andrey Rublev, seeded 13, was to tackle giant 
American Sam Querrey. Rublev has yet to win a 
match at Roland Garros in two visits following a 
loss in qualifying in 2016 and a first round exit in 
2017. Canada’s Denis Shapovalov, seeded nine, 
faces French veteran Gilles Simon. The left-hander 
leapt into the top 10 for the first time earlier this 
month and made the quarter-finals of the US Open 
and last eight in Rome. However, Shapovalov, 21, has 
just one career win at Roland Garros. — AFP  

Djokovic in cruise control
Row sparks video replay call • Pliskova struggles past Egyptian trailblazer 

PARIS: Egypt’s Mayar Sherif returns the ball to Czech Republic’s Karolina Pliskova during their women’s singles first round tennis match on Day 3 of The Roland Garros 2020 French Open tennis tournament yesterday. — AFP 

LIVERPOOL: Premier League champions Liverpool maintained 
their 100% start to the season with a 3-1 win against Arsenal at 
Anfield on Monday leaving them level on nine points with pace-
setters Everton and Leicester City. The visitors took the lead 
through an Alexandre Lacazette strike but Liverpool were in front 
by the break thanks to goals from Sadio Mane and Andy 
Robertson while substitute Diogo Jota made sure of the win with 
a late strike on his debut. 

Meanwhile, Jurgen Klopp said Monday that he has been blown 
away by the standards Liverpool have set at the start of their 
Premier League title defense after coming from behind to beat 
Arsenal 3-1 at Anfield. Goals from Sadio Mane, Andy Robertson 
and Diogo Jota saw off the Gunners, who had won their opening 
two league games of the season. 

While Manchester City, Chelsea, Manchester United, 
Tottenham and now Arsenal have all lost in the opening three 
weeks of the new campaign, Liverpool have taken maximum 
points to lay down an early marker that they remain the team to 
beat in the Premier League this season. “It’s really early in the 
season and with this performance it is absolutely ‘wow’,” said 
coach Klopp. “From the first second, (it was) dominant against a 
team in form. We had to be careful like hell of the counter-attacks. 

“The football we played was absolutely exceptional. About this 
game tonight, there is nothing bad to say.” The outcome of the match 
could have been very different, though, had Mane not escaped with 
just a yellow card for an elbow on Kieran Tierney after just three 
minutes. Arsenal followed the game plan that had brought them two 
victories over Liverpool in recent months as they dropped deep then 
looked to play around the Reds’ press when in possession. 

However, unlike when they met at the back end of last season’s 
Premier League when Jurgen Klopp’s men had already won the 
league or the Community Shield in August, Liverpool were far 
sharper in pulling the Gunners out of position. The only time 
Arsenal did manage to pierce the Liverpool press before half-
time, they opened the scoring completely against the run of play. 
Robertson was at fault as he spooned Ainsley Maitland-Niles’s 
cross into the path of Lacazette, who also failed to make a proper 
connection, but the ball bounced into the ground and looped over 
the helpless Alisson Becker. 

 
Wasteful Arsenal punished  

Liverpool responded immediately to level within three minutes 
as Mohamed Salah outmuscled Tierney and when his shot was 
parried across goal by Leno, Mane turned into an empty net. 
Robertson them made amends for his previous error as 
Liverpool’s flying full-backs combined as Alexander-Arnold’s 
cross was this time converted by the Scotland captain. 

However, where Arsenal sides of recent years might have col-
lapsed, as they did in losing 4-0 and 5-1 at Anfield in 2018 and 
2019, Mikel Arteta has instilled a new-found belief in the FA Cup 
winners. The visitors were more expansive after the break and 
created a huge chance to level when Dani Ceballos put Lacazette 
through on goal, but Alisson stood up well to block the French 
striker’s shot. “When you come to Anfield you are not going to 
get 10 chances.  When you are one-on-one with the goalkeeper, 
you have to score,” said Arteta as Liverpool extended their 
unbeaten run at home in the Premier League to 61 games. 

“It is a really tough place to come for anyone in the world, they 
set incredible standards. “They have different weapons. They have 
been together five years, we have been together a few months. 
The standards are this and this is what we have to reach.” Klopp 
introduced Jota for his league debut 10 minutes from time and the 
Portuguese international quickly showed why Liverpool spent £41 
million ($52 million) to sign him from Wolves. Jota pounced on 
David Luiz’s headed clearance to control and fire a sweetly-struck 
volley found the bottom corner. — Agencies  

Liverpool maintain  
100% start with win  
over Arsenal

LIVERPOOL: Liverpool’s Japanese midfielder Takumi Minamino (left) vies with 
Arsenal’s Egyptian midfielder Mohamed Elneny during the English Premier 
League football match between Liverpool and Arsenal at Anfield in on 
September 28, 2020. —AFP  

PARIS: Serbia’s Novak Djokovic returns the ball to Sweden’s Mikael Ymer during their men’s singles first round 
match yesterday. — AFP 


