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LOS ANGELES: Brayden Point scored a power-
play goal and Andrei Vasilevskiy blocked 22 shots 
for a shutout as the Tampa Bay Lightning beat the 
Dallas Stars 2-0 on Monday to capture their sec-
ond Stanley Cup championship. The win erases 
years of close calls and underachieving perform-
ances in the postseason for the Lightning, who 
won the series four games to two and claimed their 
first NHL title since 2004.  

“We had a lot of confidence in our group,” said 
Canadian forward Point. “We worked so hard and 
played our system so well. We weren’t thinking 
about anything, but the game ahead of us.” There 
was no panic from Tampa Bay in a dominating 
game six performance, even though they were 
coming off a gruelling double overtime loss to 
Dallas in game five on Saturday night. Captain 
Steven Stamkos accepted the Stanley Cup trophy 
from league commissioner Gary Bettman on the ice.  

Stamkos was injured and unable to play in the 
final game, but he did get in five shifts earlier in the 
series and even scored a goal. “I am so proud of 
this team and everything we have accomplished. I 
am speechless. It’s magical to be part of this,” 
Canadian Stamkos said. Swedish defenceman 
Victor Hedman was named the most valuable play-
er of the playoffs. Hedman finished with 10 goals 
and 11 assists in the postseason. “It is a dream 
come true. The best thing I have ever experienced 
in my hockey career,” said Hedman. 

‘Everyone stepped up’  
Blake Coleman scored the other goal for the 

Lightning, who stormed out the gates and outshot 
the Stars heavily in the first two periods of game 
six in front of an almost empty Rogers Place stadi-

um in Edmonton, Alberta. The Lightning’s title run 
culminated an unprecedented 11-month 2019-20 
season that was suspended on March 12 due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic before resuming on August 1 
in a quarantine bubble in Edmonton and Toronto, 
Canada. Despite being one of the league’s most 
consistent winning franchises over the past few 
years, the Lightning have a reputation of coming 
up short in the postseason.  

Tampa Bay were in the finals for the first time 
since 2012, when they lost to the Chicago 
Blackhawks in six games. They were heavy 
favorites to win the Stanley Cup in 2019 but were 
unceremoniously swept in the first round in four 
straight by the Columbus Blue Jackets. “Sometimes 
in failure you find success,” Tampa coach Jon 
Cooper said. “It  doesn’t  come easy. I  truly 
believe the heartbreak we suffered brought us 
here today.” This time history was on their side, 
as the Lightning have never lost a series in which 
they have held a 3-1 lead, including all three pre-
vious rounds this year. Point opened the scoring 
on the powerplay at 12:23 of the first period for 
Tampa Bay.  

Point took a shot, got his own rebound and fired 
the puck high over the glove of Stars goalie Anton 
Khudobin. It was Point’s 14th goal of the playoffs. 
“The beauty of our team is everyone stepped up. 
We had a tremendous determination. That is what 
makes this so special,” Point said. Coleman scored 
on a blistering one-timer just over seven minutes 
into the second period to make it 2-0 for Tampa 
Bay. The play started with a faceoff in the Tampa 
end and a lucky bounce off the foot of the referee 
for the Lightning that gave them a quick posses-
sion of the puck. 

Patrick Maroon carried the puck over the Stars’ 
blue line and passed to Cedric Paquette, who 
found a wide open Coleman with a perfect cross-
ice pass. Khudobin made 27 saves in game six. He 
took over in the first round of the playoffs from 
Dallas’ No 1 goalie Ben Bishop, who went down 

due to an injury. “There’s no feelings right now,” 
Khudobin said. “Just ended, you know? “We bat-
tled hard, especially with the situation. It’s not easy 
to stay without families for two months, stuff like 
that. “We stick together, we stick to each other. 
But right now, there’s nothing.”  —AFP

Lightning burst out of bubble with Stanley Cup win

Lightning dominate Stars;  
claim 2nd Stanley Cup title

EDMONTON: Tyler Johnson #9 of the Tampa Bay Lightning hands off the Stanley Cup to Brayden 
Point #21 following the series-winning victory over the Dallas Stars in Game Six of the 2020 NHL 
Stanley Cup Final at Rogers Place on September 28, 2020. —AFP

Mahomes outplays  
Jackson as Chiefs  
crush Ravens 
LOS ANGELES: Patrick Mahomes 
won the battle of the elite quarterbacks, 
passing for four touchdowns as the 
Kansas City Chiefs defeated the 
Baltimore Ravens 34-20 in a marquee 
matchup between two of the league’s 
top franchises. Mahomes completed 31 
of 42 passes for 385 yards and also 
rushed for a touchdown as the Chiefs 
improved to 3-0 on the season and 
showed why they are the favourites to 
repeat as Super Bowl champions. 

“They don’t give that guy a half-bil-
lion dollars for no reason,” Ravens 
defensive end Calais Campbell said. “He 
just made play after play. You’ve got to 
give him respect.” Quarterback Lamar 
Jackson completed 15 of 28 passes for 
just 97 yards and one touchdown in the 
loss for Baltimore, who had their 14-
game regular season win streak 
snapped. Jackson’s 97 yards was his 

lowest total in more than two dozen 
games as a starter in the NFL. Jackson 
also had 83 rushing yards on nine carries 
for the Ravens, who looked nothing like 
the team that averaged 35.5 points in 
winning its first two games. Mahomes, 
on the other hand, used all his receiving 
weapons Monday, making sure five play-
ers earned more than 60 catching yards 
for the Chiefs, who are 3-0 to begin the 
season for the fourth straight year.  

He picked apart the Baltimore 
defense that had allowed just two touch-
downs in its first two games. “You got to 
give credit to Pat for leading the charge. 
He stepped up big,” Kansas City coach 
Andy Reid said. Travis Kelce led Kansas 
City with 87 receiving yards on a half 
dozen catches. Even left tackle Eric 
Fisher and fullback Anthony Sherman 
caught touchdown passes, as did 
receivers Tyreek Hill and Mecole 
Hardman. Chris Jones had four sacks and 
also two forced fumbles. 

Also topping 60 yards were Hardman 
(81), Hill (77), Clyde Edwards-Helaire 
(70) and Sammy Watkins (62). The
Chiefs had 517 yards and converted 10
of 13 third-down opportunities.  “The

good thing about playing a team firing 
on all cylinders is they can show you 
where you are weak at,” said Ravens 
Campbell. “I am confident we are going 
to rebound. We want to earn the right to 

see them again.” The Ravens finished 
with just 228 yards of total offence. 
Mahomes passed for three touchdowns 
and ran for another as the Chiefs held a 
27-10 halftime lead. —AFP

BALTIMORE: Quarterback Patrick Mahomes #15 hands the ball off to run-
ning back Clyde Edwards-Helaire #25 of the Kansas City Chiefs against the 
Baltimore Ravens at M&T Bank Stadium on September 28, 2020. —AFP

La Liga talking  
points: Fati soars, 
Luka Jovic disappoints  
MADRID: Real Madrid, Barcelona and Atletico 
Madrid will all be hoping to build on their first wins of 
the season as La Liga heads into its fourth round of 
games this week. Here, AFP looks at five talking points 
ahead of the midweek fixtures. 

Fati could be essential for Koeman  
For the first time in a long time, Barcelona can enjoy 

some calm after a 4-0 win over Villarreal in their first 
match of the season on Sunday. Lionel Messi scored 
on his first competitive appearance since attempting to 
leave in the summer but most exciting was the per-
formance of the 17-year-old Ansu Fati, who scored 
twice and won a penalty. Ronald Koeman must decide 
how to make the most of the teenager, whose maturity 
on the pitch belies his age and whose body might not 
be ready to start every week. But Fati’s pace, move-
ment and decision-making are all so impressive it will 
be difficult to leave him out, as Barca look to build on 
that win at Celta Vigo tomorrow.  

Time running out for Jovic?  
Real Madrid coach Zinedine Zidane switched to a 

4-4-2 formation during his team’s 3-2 win at Real Betis
on Saturday as Luka Jovic was deployed up front
alongside Karim Benzema. But the Serbian striker
failed to take his chance, instead enduring another
underwhelming night before going off with 18 minutes
to go. It remains to be seen whether Zidane persists
with Jovic at home to Real Valladolid today, or at all,

given Madrid could yet decide to let their 60 million-
euro (today $70 million) signing leave before the end 
of the transfer window.  When Eden Hazard regains fit-
ness, that spot next to Benzema will belong to the 
Belgian so Jovic’s window of opportunity may be small. 
Time would appear to be running out. 

Optimism for free-scoring Atletico  
Atletico scored 19 fewer goals than champions Real 

Madrid last season and 35 fewer than Barcelona. So 
hitting six against Granada on Sunday offered some 
early encouragement that this season’s Atletico, boost-
ed by the arrival of Luis Suarez in attack, can put those 
scoring problems behind them. Suarez stole the show 
after scoring twice on his debut but Joao Felix was 
arguably the biggest plus for Diego Simeone, who will 
hope the 20-year-old’s excellent display is the start of 
a more consistent campaign. Atletico go up against 
newly-promoted Huesca today, the kind of game they 
slipped up in too often last season. 

Pellegrini’s Betis lead the way  
Even defeat by Real Madrid could not knock Real 

Betis off the top of the table, as Manuel Pellegrini’s 
team enjoy the benefits of a strong start and more 
games played than the traditional powerhouses three 
weeks into the season. But there is cause for optimism 
longer-term as Betis began with wins against Alaves 
and Real Valladolid, before matching Madrid for pro-
longed spells until their opponents pulled away in the 
second half.  With the likes of Nabil Fekir, Sergio 
Canales and Joaquin, this Betis squad has not lacked 
for attacking talent but solidity at the back has too 
often been an afterthought. Yesterday they traveled to 
Getafe, looking to prove they can be harder to break 
down against one of the division’s best defensive sides 
and a potential rival for Europe.  

New coaches under early pressure  
Villarreal face Alaves today, with pressure already 

on both coaches. Villarreal have four points from their 
opening three games but a 4-0 hammering at the hands 
of Barcelona on Sunday, as well as a draw at home to 
newly-promoted Huesca means Unai Emery could do 
with a victory. Alaves, meanwhile, are second bottom 
after managing just a point from their first three games, 
with Pablo Machin seeking a first win at la Ceramica.  
Valencia have also made a stuttering start, a draw at 
home to Huesca on Saturday coming on the back of a 
surprise loss away at Celta Vigo.  New coach Javi 
Gracia has already expressed disappointment with the 
club’s summer transfer dealings, meaning credit with 
the board may be lacking if results do not improve. 
They played away at Real Sociedad yesterday.  —AFP

      News in brief

Sloppy? Klopp tackles Keane  

LONDON: Manchester United great Roy Keane rarely 
came off second best in a tackle but the outspoken TV 
pundit was forced to backtrack after Jurgen Klopp took 
him to task for labeling Liverpool “sloppy” following 
Monday’s 3-1 win over Arsenal. Klopp jumped on 
Keane’s observation after his team’s victory, which main-
tained the champions’ 100 percent record after three 
games. “Did I hear right? Mr Keane said we had a slop-
py performance tonight? Did he say that?” said Klopp. 
Former United and Republic of Ireland captain Keane 
did not address the question directly. “I think they gave 
up one or two opportunities, which he will be disap-
pointed with,” said the 49-year-old. Klopp, who won the 
Champions League with Liverpool in 2019 and their first 
Premier League title last season, pressed on. “Did he say 
that it was sloppy? I want to hear it,” said the 53-year-
old German. —AFP  

Bologna see off Parma 

MILAN: Roberto Soriano scored twice and set up a 
third as Bologna got their first win of the Serie A season 
on Monday, 4-1 against local rivals Parma. Soriano head-
ed in the first after quarter of an hour in Emilia-
Romagna, with his second 14 minutes later taking a slight 
deflection. Soriano then set up Andreas Skov Olsen for 
the third 10 minutes after the break. Scottish teenager 
Aaron Hickey made his debut for Bologna four days 
after signing from Hearts, and the 18-year-old left-back 
made an impressive start in the Bologna defense. Hernani 
hit back with Parma’s first goal this season in the 67th 
minute after Bologna goalkeeper Skorupski cleared 
straight to Gaston Brugman, who send it through for the 
Brazilian to finish off. Parma played the final 14 minutes a 
man down after defender Simone Iacoponi was sent off 
for fouling Rodrigo Palacio. —AFP  

Former Dodgers star dies  

LOS ANGELES: Two-time World Series champion Jay 
Johnstone has died at age 74 from complications of the 
coronavirus, the US media reported on Monday. The 
former Major League Baseball outfielder belted over 
100 home runs in his career. He was known as an elite 
pinch hitter during his time with eight different teams 
over two decades. “The Dodgers are saddened by the 
passing of former Dodger Jay Johnstone and offer their 
deepest condolences to his family and friends,” the 
Dodgers wrote on Twitter. Johnstone’s battle with the 
Covid-19 was confirmed by his daughter Mary Jayne 
Sarah Johnstone. No details were released. Johnstone 
grew up in West Covina, California and made his major-
league debut with the California Angels in 1966 at age 
20. He hit a home run in game four of the 1981 World
Series for the Dodgers who beat the New York Yankees
in six games. —AFP

Genoa team test positive  

ROME: Fourteen team members and staff of Serie A 
side Genoa have now tested positive for COVID-19, 
the club said in a statement. Genoa had reported at the 
weekend that their Denmark midfielder Lasse Schone 
and goalkeeper Mattia Perin had contracted the virus. 
“Genoa CFC announce that after today’s tests, the 
number of COVID-19 positive employees has risen to 
14 team members and staff,” the club said on their 
website. “The club has activated all the procedures 
according to the protocol and informed the authorities. 
The club will  provide updates as the situation 
evolves.” Genoa did not name the players affected. 
Genoa lost 6-0 at Napoli on Sunday and are due to 
play Torino at home next Saturday. Separately, city 
rivals Sampdoria announced that AS Monaco’s 
Spanish-born Senegal winger Keita Balde, who was 
undergoing medical tests on Monday prior to a loan 
deal, had returned a ‘weak positive’ test. —Reuters

BARCELONA: Villarreal’s Spanish midfielder Daniel 
Parejo (left) challenges Barcelona’s Spanish forward 
Ansu Fati during the Spanish league football match FC 
Barcelona against Villarreal CF at the Camp Nou stadi-
um on September 27, 2020. —AFP

Africa roundup: Tunisia  
club Monastir succeed  
after 97 years 
JOHANNESBURG: US Monastir ended a 97-year pursuit 
of a Tunisian trophy by shocking treble-seeking Esperance 2-
0 to win the FA Cup final.  The unanticipated triumph com-
pleted a memorable season for the club from the 
Mediterranean tourist resort, who finished third in the league 
behind Esperance and CS Sfaxien. Third place secured 
Monastir a first appearance in a Confederation of African 
Football (CAF) competition and they will participate in the 
second-tier Confederation Cup next season. Here, AFP Sport 

rounds up football news from across the continent: 

Tunisia 
Four-time African champions Esperance fell at the final 

hurdle in pursuit of a Tunisian treble having won the league 
with an unbeaten 26-match record, then the Super Cup. The 
Blood and Gold were the architects of their downfall with 
Algerian Abdelkader Bedrane conceding an own goal as half-
time approached. Yassine Amri scored on 82 minutes to seal 
success for Monastir, whose joy was diluted by the fact that 
the historic triumph came behind closed doors owing to the 
coronavirus. 

Niger 
Jean-Michel Cavalli has replaced fellow Frenchman Jean-

Guy Wallemme as Niger coach with the task of lifting the 
team off the bottom of a 2021 Africa Cup of Nations qualify-

ing group. The country ranked 28th in Africa and 112th in the 
world started their Group K campaign with a 1-0 loss in the 
Ivory Coast, then suffered a 6-2 drubbing at home from 
Madagascar. Niger have home and away games against 
Ethiopia in November and a minimum of four points will be 
needed to get them into contention for a top-two finish and 
qualification for the finals. 

Zambia 
Mumamba Numba has set the bar high after being named 

coach of Zambian giants Zesco United in succession to 
sacked George Lwandamina. “My dream is to assemble a for-
midable squad that can conquer Africa,” said Numba, refer-
ring to a feat only one Zambian club, Power Dynamos, has 
achieved in 48 years. Lwandamina paid the price for finishing 
fifth in the championship, which excluded the club from the 
two 2020/2021 CAF competitions. —AFP 


