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A man, mask-clad due to the COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic, holds his German Shepherd on a leash at the “Barking Lot”
cafe in Saudi Arabia’s eastern Gulf city of Khobar, 450 kilometres east of the capital. — AFP photos

A girl holds her dog at the “Barking Lot” cafe. A girl holds her dog at the “Barking Lot” cafe. A woman sits with her German Shepherd at the “Barking
Lot” cafe. 

A German Shepherd leaps to look at snacks along a counter
at the “Barking Lot” cafe. 

A Husky stands while another German Shepherd lies down
by their owners at the “Barking Lot” cafe.

A woman adjusts her headdress as she sits with her dog at
the “Barking Lot” cafe.

A German Shepherd walks past mask-clad patrons sitting with their dogs at the “Barking Lot” cafe.

Britain will hand back a 4,000-year-
old sculpture to Iraq after an investi-
gation found that it had been loot-

ed, the British Museum said on Monday.
Museum experts were called by a spe-
cialist London police unit after an online
sales platform offered the artefact for sale
in May last year with only limited details of
its provenance. Despite the online listing
describing it as “a Western Asiatic
Akkadian tablet”, the experts determined
the limestone wall plaque came from an
ancient Sumerian temple dating to
around 2,400 BC. The temple had been
excavated and looted in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries, looted again in the
1990s during the Gulf War and most
recently in 2003 during the Iraq War, the

museum said, without specifying when
the plaque was taken.

“This important piece was illegally
removed from Iraq and discovered by
authorities in the UK,” the British Museum
said in a statement. “Temple plaques
such as this are rare and there are only
around 50 examples known in existence.”
The London-based institution said the
Iraqi government had “generously permit-
ted it to go on display” at the museum
before it is repatriated. “The British
Museum is absolutely committed to the
fight against illicit trade and damage to
cultural heritage,” its director Hartwig
Fischer said. Jim Wingrave, of the
Metropolitan Police, urged antiquities’
buyers to “conduct a thorough due dili-
gence process before every purchase”,
especially when dealing with items from
recent war zones like Iraq.

The British Museum said in July 2019
that it was working to appraise and return
various looted ancient artefacts from Iraq
and Afghanistan that had been seized in
Britain. Among the articles it had sched-
uled for return to Iraq were 154
Mesopotamian texts written on clay in
cuneiform script-one of the earliest sys-
tems of writing-and seized on entry in
2011. However, the museum has faced
criticism for failing to return some disput-
ed items to origin countries, most notably
the Parthenon Marbles, also known as the
Elgin Marbles, which Greece has long
claimed. It is also under pressure to
return other precious artefacts looted dur-
ing the era of the British empire, including
the ornate Benin Bronzes statues to
Nigeria. — AFP

Epic Games on Monday failed to
convince a US judge to make
Apple put its hit title Fortnite back

in the tech giant’s App Store, while
their legal battle heads for a possible
trial next year. The two firms are fight-
ing over whether Apple’s tight control
of the App Store, and its 30 percent cut
of revenue, counts as monopolistic
behavior. US District Court Judge
Yvonne Gonzalez Rogers had previ-
ously rejected a similar request by
Epic, and appeared to remain
unmoved at Monday’s hearing. The
judge said she didn’t expect a trial over
the dispute to start until July of next
year, at the earliest, given her calen-
dar. She advised Apple and Epic to
request a jury to hear the case and is
to issue a written explaining Monday’s
ruling.

Apple does not allow users of its
popular devices to download apps
from anywhere but its App Store, and
developers have to use Apple’s pay-
ment system which takes its cut. The
legal battle comes as Apple puts priori-
ty on selling digital content and sub-
scription services to the one billion-plus
people around the world using devices
powered by its iOS mobile operating
software. Major app developers includ-
ing Epic and streaming music giant
Spotify recently formed a coalition to
press for new terms with the major
online marketplaces operated by Apple
and Google. Google runs a Play Store
for apps tailored for devices powered
by its Android software and also takes

a commission, but people are free to
get apps from other online venues. The
case comes amid rising criticism of the
fees and terms imposed by the app
stores, and legal challenges by both
Epic and Spotify to Apple’s commis-
sion for online subscriptions.

Apple pulled Fortnite from its online
mobile apps marketplace on August 13
after Epic released an update that
dodges revenue sharing with the
iPhone maker. The judge in the case
previously rejected an emergency
injunction request by Epic, saying

Fortnite’s eviction by Apple was a “self-
inflicted wound.” But Epic did not back
down from its fight against Apple,
accusing the tech giant of being “a
monopolist.” Due to the legal row,
Fortnite fans using iPhones or other
Apple devices no longer have access
to the latest game updates, including
the new season released at the end of
August. — AFP

This illustration picture shows a person logging into Epic Games’ Fortnite on their smartphone in
Los Angeles. — AFP 

A handout picture released by the British
Museum in London on Monday shows a
Sumerian plaque, dating to around 2400BC,
and belonging to the Early Dynastic III period
of southern Iraq, that was smuggled out of Iraq
and then seized from an online auction site by
the UK authorities. — AFP 

Dog owners in Saudi Arabia can now enjoy a
cup of coffee alongside their beloved pets at
a new cafe-a first for the ultra-conservative

kingdom. In Islam, dogs are considered unclean
animals-unlike cats-and are generally banned from
public places in Saudi Arabia. But The Barking Lot,
which opened its doors in June in the coastal city of
Khobar, has delighted animal lovers in a country
where there are few places to take pets outside the
home. The country’s once-notorious religious police
used to ban the walking of pets, saying men were
using it as a means to make passes at women. But
the ban was widely flouted and pets are becoming
an increasingly common sight. Animal shelters
have sprung up in several cities.

The adoption of strays has become more popu-
lar in the rapidly modernizing kingdom, which has
undergone sweeping changes as part of Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman’s “Vision 2030” plan.
The Barking Lot’s Kuwaiti owner, Dalal Ahmed, said
she got the idea during a previous visit to the king-
dom. “I came to Saudi Arabia for a visit with my
dog, but wasn’t allowed to walk on the beach with
him,” she told AFP. “I was very sad and decided to
help by opening a coffee shop for people who have
dogs-and even for those who do not.” Young men
and women gather at the cafe with dogs of all
sizes. Some pets playfully romp around, while oth-
ers sit on their owners’ laps, or wait patiently at the
counter as their guardians order drinks.

In one section, dogs are treated to washes and
blow dries as part of the grooming services offered.
“The idea of this cafe is very new,” said Johara, a
Saudi citizen. “It’s a distinct place where dogs can
come and meet other dogs.” For Nawaf, also from
Saudi Arabia, it was the first time visiting the cafe,
which he described as “beautiful”.  “I came here to
play with the dogs, which now have a cafe for
themselves for the first time in Saudi Arabia,” he
said. — AFP

A worker blow dries the fur of a dog after a bath at the
“Barking Lot” cafe.

Mask-clad patrons (COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic pre-
caution) sit with their dogs at the “Barking Lot” cafe in
Saudi Arabia’s eastern Gulf city of Khobar.

A dog statue is seen placed along the counter at the
“Barking Lot” cafe.


