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WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump speaks on COVID-19 testing in the Rose Garden of the White House in Washington, DC. —AFP

Trump’s ex-campaign manager had 10 guns, allegedly hit wife
CLEVELAND: There’ll be no handshake, but venom 
to spare when President Donald Trump and chal-
lenger Joe Biden meet in Cleveland today for the first 
of three televised debates that could shake up an 
already volatile race for the White House. 

Covid-19 restrictions will give the debate moderat-
ed by Fox News star Chris Wallace a streamlined look 
with a smaller audience. Naturally, there won’t be the 
once standard — even if occasionally forced — show 
of goodwill in shaking hands as the rivals go on stage. 

What the 90-minute clash will have is a chance for 
Americans finally to see Trump, 74, and Biden, 77, go 
head to head. With Trump claiming Biden is virtually 
brain dead — “Biden doesn’t know he’s alive” — and 
Biden branding the president “a toxic presence,” it 
won’t be for the faint hearted. 

Significantly behind in the polls, Trump is in fight-
ing mode, embarking on an endurance-testing sched-
ule of rallies in key battlegrounds several times a 
week. Biden, though, comes hoping to press his 
advantage. 

And he arrives aided by The New York Times’ 
publication of a report purporting to reveal the con-
tents of Trump’s deeply secret tax returns — finding 
that the self-proclaimed billionaire and champion of 
the working class avoids paying almost all federal 
income taxes. 

 
Hard and low  

Trump, who fancies his skills as a verbal pugilist, is 
expected to hit hard and low. For months he has 
painted Biden as senile. As the debate approached he 
increasingly focused on his claim that Biden takes 
performance enhancing drugs. 

Biden has laughed off the suggestion, but Trump, a 
past master at getting slurs to stick to his opponents, 
is doubling down. “Joe Biden just announced that he 
will not agree to a Drug Test. Gee, I wonder why?” 
Trump tweeted Monday. 

Biden’s deputy campaign manager Kate 
Bedingfield responded in kind, saying that if Trump 
wants the debate to be conducted through “urine” 

samples, “he can.” Trump, arguably, has little to lose. 
His hardcore support is already baked in and 
Americans are by now almost incapable of feeling 
shocked by his convention-wrecking style. 

He also goes to Cleveland with what he hopes will 
be his own silver bullet — the nomination of conserva-
tive judge Amy Coney Barrett to replace the late liber-
al icon Ruth Bader Ginsburg on the Supreme Court. If 
Barrett is quickly confirmed, as the Republican-led 
Senate expects, Trump will have managed to tilt the 
highest court firmly to the right for years to come. 
Democrats are crying foul over the rushed timing on 
the eve of an election, but Trump expects the power 
play to energize many conservatives. 

 
Blue collar boast  

The president is sure to go heavy on previous 
claims that Biden’s son was involved in corruption in 
Ukraine. Last year Trump was impeached for using 
the power of his office to try and pressure the 
Ukrainian government into publicly backing that the-
ory. 

Biden, as frontrunner, wants to stay steady, but he 
has a reputation for losing his cool when challenged in 
public. “I hope I don’t get baited into a brawl with this 
guy, because that’s the only place he’s comfortable,” 
he said. 

Biden will instead aim to keep his sights trained on 
the coronavirus pandemic, which polls show about 
two thirds of Americans say Trump handled badly. 

He will also shoot back at the filling of the Supreme 
Court seat, saying that Trump’s plan is for the court to 
restrict abortion and reverse the Obamacare health 
program — two areas that could worry swing voters. 

But the most fiery moments may come when Biden 
himself gets personal, painting Trump as a spoiled 
playboy who only poses as a friend of the white 
working class that helped him get elected in 2016. 

Biden, who spent his early childhood in the rough-
edged town of Scranton, Pennsylvania, is increasingly 
mocking Trump’s glitzy New York roots, calling it a 
“Scranton vs Park Avenue” election. 

Trump points out that Biden only lived in Scranton 
as a young boy and spent most of his life in Congress. 
But the Times report on the president’s ability to 
avoid almost all federal income taxes will give Biden a 
trove of new ammunition.  

Meanwhile, Donald Trump’s former campaign 
manager Brad Parscale had 10 guns in his Florida 
home and his wife accused him of beating her, police 
said Monday, after he was dramatically detained out-
side his house. 

Parscale allegedly hit his wife, loaded a pistol and 
threatened to commit suicide during an argument on 
Sunday, a police report about the incident in Fort 
Lauderdale, 50 kilometers (30 miles) north of Miami. 

Parscale was fired as campaign manager when 
Trump was sinking in the polls in July, just four 
months before the November election. In a police 
bodycam video, Parscale’s wife, Candice, is seen out-
side the house in a bikini and towel telling police he 
was “acting crazy” and had loaded a handgun. 

“I saw him open the blinds in the front yard and he 
closed them and I heard what I thought was a gun-
shot,” she said. The footage showed Parscale, 44, later 
emerging from the house, shirtless and holding a beer 
can. 

He was tackled by armed police, knocked to the 
ground and restrained in handcuffs as he repeatedly 
said “I didn’t do anything.” The police report said he 
appeared to be drunk and quoted Candice Parscale, 
41, as saying her husband had turned violent in recent 
weeks. “I noticed several large sized contusions on 
both of her arms, her cheek and forehead,” wrote 
detective Steven Smith in the report. “When I asked 
how she received the bruising, (she) stated Brad 
Parscale hits her.” 

The fired campaign chief was reported to have two 
shotguns, two rifles and six handguns on the property. 
He was committed to a mental health facility for eval-
uation. He was demoted shortly after a Trump cam-
paign rally in Tulsa, Oklahoma that was widely panned 
for its poor attendance. He remained a senior member 
of the campaign team.  —AFP

Paris meat cleaver  
attacker’s identity  
in doubt 

 
PARIS: There was confusion Monday over the identity 
of the man who injured two people in a meat cleaver 
attack in Paris last week, which was condemned by the 
French government as an act of “Islamist terrorism”. 
Investigators said the assailant had identified himself as 
Hassan A., an 18-year-old born in the Pakistani town of 
Mandi Bahauddin. It appears he entered France three 
years ago, and was not known to police and not known to 
have ever displayed signs of supporting radical Islam. 

But when looking through his mobile phone, investiga-
tors found a photo of an identity document that appears 
to suggest Hassan A. is actually called Zaheer Hassan 
Mehmood, aged 25, a source close to the investigation 
told AFP. It’s under that identity that he appeared in a 
video filmed before the Friday attack, in which he said he 
was avenging the publication of caricatures of the 
Prophet Mohammed by satirical weekly Charlie Hebdo. 

The magazine was the scene of a massacre by Islamist 
gunmen in January 2015. The attacker seriously injured 
two employees of a TV production agency, whose offices 
are on the same block that used to house Charlie Hebdo. 
They are now in stable condition, officials said.  

He told investigators he thought he was targeting 
employees of Charlie Hebdo, but did not realise they had 
since moved to a new location that is kept secret because 
of security risks. A man claiming to be the suspect’s father, 
Arshad Mehmood, told AFP by telephone from Mandi 
Bahauddin that he was “very happy with what my son has 
done.” “My son Zaheer Hassan went to France two years 
ago,” he said. “He protected the honour of the prophet, 
peace be upon him, by attacking those who have printed 
things about our prophet,” he said. “The entire village has 
come to congratulate me.” “I hope the government can 
help in getting my son home. He should not be harmed in 
any way,” he added.  

 
‘Threat still persists’  

In his two-minute video, the attacker did not claim to 
act on behalf of any organisation. He remained in custody 
Monday, along with five others who investigators said 
were being held to learn more about the suspect’s “envi-
ronment,” though police believe he acted alone. 

The five include three former flatmates of the attacker, 
his younger brother, and an acquaintance. Five more peo-
ple have been released from custody, including a man 
identified as Youssef, who claimed he was arrested while 
trying to stop the attack. “I wanted to be a hero, I ended 
up behind bars,” he told TF1 television Sunday. The attack 
came three weeks into a trial of suspected accomplices of 
the authors of the January 2015 attacks on Charlie Hebdo 
and a Jewish supermarket, which also saw a policewoman 
gunned down in the street. Seventeen people were killed 
in the three-day spree that heralded a wave of Islamist 
violence in France that has so far claimed 258 lives. “Of 
course we, Charlie Hebdo, are on the front line again,” 
Richard Malka, a lawyer for the satirical weekly, said on 
the margins of the trial. 

French President Emmanuel Macron meanwhile told 
Monday’s cabinet meeting that “the terrorist threat still 
persists in our country,” said government spokesman 
Gabriel Attal. Later, on a trip to Lithuania, he told 
reporters that “more than 32 attacks” had been foiled over 
three years by France’s intelligence services and security 
forces. The head of the presidency’s anti-terror task force, 
Laurent Nunez, told AFP on Sunday that detection tech-
niques had improved, but acknowledged that “we still 
need to tighten the net”.  —AFP

 

Heavy losses as  
Armenia-Azerbaijan  
fighting rages 

 
YEREVAN: Azerbaijani and Armenian forces 
claimed to have inflicted heavy losses as fighting 
raged for a third day yesterday over the breakaway 
region of Nagorny Karabakh. Urgent calls from 
world leaders for a halt to the fierce clashes that 
erupted on Sunday have gone unheeded by the ex-
Soviet rivals, who have been locked for decades in a 
territorial dispute over Karabakh. 

The UN Security Council was scheduled to meet 
yesterday for emergency talks on the military escala-
tion over the ethnic Armenian exclave, where intense 
fighting in recent days has caused nearly 100 con-
firmed deaths. Both sides said fighting was continuing 
on Tuesday, despite international pleas for a ceasefire. 

Armenian defense officials said separatists in 
Karabakh had repelled Azerbaijani attacks along the 
frontline and that “the enemy suffered serious losses in 
manpower”. The defence ministry in Yerevan said 
Azerbaijan’s military had suffered major losses since 
the clashes erupted, with nearly 50 drones and four 
helicopters downed, and 80 tanks destroyed. 

Defence officials in Azerbaijan’s capital Baku in turn 
dismissed claims by separatist fighters that the 
Armenian-backed troops had regained control of terri-
tory in Karabakh lost in fighting Sunday. They said 
“fierce fighting” had persisted in the early hours of 
Tuesday and that their military had repelled an 
Armenian counterattack, destroying “an Armenian 
motorised column and an artillery unit” and, later, an 
entire motorised infantry regiment. 

Azerbaijani forces “continued an offensive on the 
city of Fizuli, destroying four enemy tanks, an armoured 
vehicle and killing 10 troops,” officials in Baku said. 
“The enemy... asked for help to evacuate corpses and 
wounded troops” from the battlefield, it said. 

 
Stalled peace efforts  

The fighting between majority-Muslim Azerbaijan 
and Christian Armenia is threatening to draw in Turkey 
and Russia - the main powerbrokers in the Caucasus 
region - who back opposing sides of the conflict. 
Yerevan is part of a military alliance of former Soviet 
states led by Moscow and Russian leader Vladimir 
Putin has called for a halt to the fighting. 

Ankara backs Azerbaijan and has been accused of 
sending mercenaries from northern Syria to bolster 
Baku’s army, while Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan said Monday it was time for the longstanding 
dispute over Karabakh “to be put to an end”. 
Azerbaijan has not reported military casualties, but the 
separatist government has released footage from the 
battlefield showing what it said was the remains of 
Azerbaijani soldiers. 

Armenia’s rights ombudsman Arman Tatoyan con-
firmed yesterday the deaths of two more civilians, while 
Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev said civilian casual-
ties on the Azerbaijani side reached 10 yesterday. That 
brings the total confirmed deaths in the fighting to 98 - 
including 84 separatist fighters and 14 civilians. —AFP 


