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SHARM EL-SHEIKH: In this file photo taken on February 24, 2019 Germany’s Chancellor Angela Merkel talks
with His Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah during the first joint European Union
and Arab League summit at the International Congress Centre in the Egyptian Red Sea resort of Sharm El-
Sheikh. — AFP

Kuwait’s Amir His Highness Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah has died, the Amiri
Diwan announced yesterday, plunging
his country into mourning for a leader

regarded by many Gulf Arabs as a savvy diplo-
matic operator and a humanitarian champion.
Sheikh Sabah had ruled the wealthy oil producer
and US ally since 2006 and steered its foreign
policy for more than 50 years.

“With the utmost sadness and grief for the
Kuwaiti people, the Islamic and Arab world and
people of friendly nations, the Amiri Diwan
mourns the death of Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, the Amir of Kuwait,” his office
said. The Amir had been in hospital in the United
States since July for medical checkups.

Sheikh Sabah sought to balance relations with
Kuwait’s bigger neighbors — forging the closest
ties with Saudi Arabia, rebuilding links with for-
mer occupier Iraq and keeping open dialogue
with Iran. He tried to mediate in a Gulf dispute
that saw Riyadh and its allies impose a boycott
on Qatar, and made fundraising for humanitarian
aid in Syria one of Kuwait’s priorities.
Condolences poured in from across the Arab
world, and several countries in the Gulf and
wider region announced mourning periods.

Kuwait’s Amir, an unwavering champion of
Arab detente amid wars and regional tumult,
helped lead his country out of the ruin of Iraq’s
1990 invasion to renewed riches and a Gulf medi-
ator role, first as its top diplomat and later as ruler.

Keenly aware of Kuwait’s small size and huge
oil wealth, Sheikh Sabah saw astute diplomacy as
crucial to its recovery from Iraq’s seven-month
occupation, navigating frequent tensions between
much larger neighbors Saudi Arabia, Iraq and
Iran. Dubbed the “dean of Arab diplomacy” after
four decades as Kuwait’s foreign minister, the
Amir tried up until his death to resolve the row
over Qatar which he said left him “bitter”. 

Sheikh Sabah kept strong ties with the
United States, which led a coalition that end-
ed Iraq’s 1990-91 occupation and used
Kuwait as a launchpad for the 2003 Iraq inva-
sion. Despite some public unease about rap-
prochement, in 2012 he visited Iraq to start
rebuilding ties with Baghdad. He also took a
strong stand for Palestinian rights, and made
fundraising for humanitarian aid in Syria one
of Kuwait’s priorities. — Reuters
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