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KUWAIT: Condolences poured in from across
the Arab world yesterday following the
announcement of His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s passing.
“The Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud and Prince
Mohammed bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud,
Saudi Crown Prince, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Defense have received with utmost
grief and sorrow the news of the death of His
Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, the Amir of the State of Kuwait, may
Allah bestow mercy upon him and rest him in
His widely vast paradise,” read an official state-
ment published by Saudi Press Agency (SPA).

“The Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques
and the Crown Prince offered sincere condo-
lences and faithful consolation to the noble Al-
Sabah family, in the State of Kuwait, the brethren
Kuwaiti people and the Arab as well as the
Islamic nations, on the death of His Highness
Sheikh Sabah, who died following a procession
full of achievements and endeavors exerted to
best serve his country, the Arab as well as the
Islamic nations and the entire humanity,” the
statement continued. “The King and Crown
Prince emphasized that the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia and its people share with the brethren, in
the State of Kuwait, their sorrows, praying to the
Almighty Allah to provide the noble family and
the fraternal Kuwaiti people patience and solace
against such a grave calamity and to perpetuate
security, stability, prosperity and flourishment on
the State of Kuwait and its fraternal people,” the
statement concluded.

Far-sightedness
Qatar’s Amir Sheikh Tamim Al Thani

expressed his sorrow and commiserations over
the passing of His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah, describing the late Amir as a
“great leader.” In a Qatari Amiri Diwan state-
ment, Sheikh Tamim said “he (the late Amir) was
a great leader, who was characterized by his
wisdom, moderation and far-sightedness.” The
Qatari Amir went on to declare state mourning
across the country, saying that flags would be
flown at half-mast in honor of the late ruler. “He
devoted his lifetime efforts to serving his nation,
calling for dialogue and the solidarity and unity
of Arab countries and defended the just causes
of Islamic nations,” added Sheikh Tamim. He
went on to pray for mercy on the soul of the
deceased leader, and for him to be given the
best of rewards for his contributions to Kuwait
and the Islamic region, expressing his sympathy
to the Kuwaiti ruling family and the Kuwaiti, Arab
and Muslim people over the loss.

Bahrain’s King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa
mourned the late His Highness Sheikh Sabah
“who passed away following a lifetime full of giv-
ing and achievements in serving his people and
his Arab and Islamic nation and supporting its
causes. He was a wise leader who devoted his
life to serving his people and nation and to serv-

ing humanity.”
“The Kingdom of Bahrain, which was so

pained by this grievous affliction, expresses its
sincere condolences to the honorable Al-Sabah
family and the government and the people of
Kuwait, praying to God Almighty to grant the
deceased the fullness of His mercy and to dwell
him in His spacious heaven, and to inspire the
Al-Sabah family and the brotherly Kuwaiti people
with patience and solace. Upon King Hamad’s
orders, Bahrain announced an official mourning
and flags will be flown at half-mast in the king-
dom for three days.

Wise leader
Jordan’s King Abdullah yesterday mourned

the passing of His Highness Sheikh Sabah, say-
ing his country has lost a “big brother and wise
leader.” “Today we lost a big brother and a wise
leader who loved Jordan, His Highness Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad, May God bless his soul. He
was an exceptional leader and an Amir of
humanity and morals, who devoted his life to the
service of his country and the nation,” King
Abdullah said on his Twitter page as quoted by
Jordan’s news agency, Petra. “He never ceased
to make every effort in uniting Arab ranks. We
console ourselves and the brotherly Kuwaiti peo-
ple over this tragic loss,” the king added.
Meanwhile, the Royal Hashemite Court
expressed its own deepest sympathy and the
Jordanian peoples’, saying they stand side by
side with the people of Kuwait at this difficult
time. Under King Abdullah’s orders, the Court
went on to announce 40 days of mourning over
the late Amir’s passing from yesterday.

Unique standing
Meanwhile, Egyptian President Abdulfattah

Al-Sisi mourned the loss of His Highness Sheikh
Sabah, saying Arab and Islamic nations have
lost a “leader, who was one of their dearest
men.” In a tweet, President Sisi went on to
express his sincere condolences and commiser-
ations to the people of Kuwait over the loss,
praying for mercy upon the soul of the late Amir.
Egypt has declared a three-day state of public
mourning across the country until Thursday.
Earlier in a statement, the Egyptian government
described the late Amir as a “great leader of
unique standing.”

“His Highness the Amir of Kuwait was a wise
leader, who dedicated his life to serving his peo-
ple and humanity, as a whole,” read the state-
ment by government spokesman Bassem
Radhi. ”His efforts and accomplishments remain
lodged in our memories and he will remain an
icon in leadership, hard work and generosity.
Egypt, in these painful circumstances, should
remember with gratitude and appreciation the
fraternal stances of His Highness Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad and his prominent role in the develop-
ment of Kuwait and Arab and Islamic nations.
On behalf of Egypt and Arab and Islamic
nations, President Abdulfattah Al-Sisi (of Egypt)
mourns the loss of a dear brother and friend,

and expresses his sincere condolences and
commiserations to the brotherly people of
Kuwait and his (His Highness the late Amir’s)
noble family over this grievous loss,” added the
statement. It went on to pray for mercy upon the
soul of the deceased.

Yemeni President Abd Rabbu Mansour Hadi
said the Arab and Islamic nations lost a “great
and unique” leader with passing away of His
Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad. Hadi, in a
statement issued by the presidency, expressed
sorrow for the demise of His Highness the Amir
and cited his contributions to narrow the gaps
among Arab brothers. He said the late Amir had
various humanitarian contributions to help the
Yemeni people as well as achieving peace in
Yemen. 

Big brother
Lebanese President Michel Aoun expressed

great sorrow over the passing of His Highness
Sheikh Sabah, describing him as an example of
“moderation and wisdom,” who spent his life in
service of his people. “Lebanon, with the pass-
ing of Sheikh Sabah, has lost a big brother, who
stood by the Lebanese people in difficult cir-
cumstances over the past years and spared no
effort to ensure the stability, unity and sovereign-
ty of Lebanon,” Aoun said in a statement. “His
Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad has always
rushed to support the Lebanese people,” he
added, citing contributions to rebuild many
towns and villages across the country. “The
deceased was the voice that defended Arab just
causes in regional and international meetings,
foremost the Palestinian question,” said Aoun.
He extended deepest condolences to His
Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and
Kuwaiti people.

‘Great sadness’ 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan

expressed his sincere condolences to the
Kuwaiti people for the passing of His Highness
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad. On his Twitter feed, the
Turkish leader said that he received the news of
the Amir’s demise with ‘great sadness.’ “On
behalf of the Turkish nation, I convey my sincere
condolences to the friendly and brotherly people
of Kuwait,” he said. 

Iconic leader
Arab League Secretary General Ahmad Abul

Gheit mourned Tuesday the passing of His
Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad, describing
him as a “unique Arab leader.” Abul Gheit said
in a statement the Arab world has lost an iconic
leader who was known for his wisdom “and
commitment to dialogue as a means to solve
thorny problems.” He extended condolences for
the Kuwaiti people for the passing away of His
Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad. Abul Gheit
said the UN’s Humanitarian Leader title of His
Highness the Amir was well-deserved. He
ordered the flag to be flown at half-mast for three
days.

In the meantime, the Secretary General of the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
mourned the death of His Highness Sheikh
Sabah. OIC’s Secretary-General Dr Yousef Al-
Othaimeen expressed his sincere condolences
to the government of Kuwait, the Kuwaiti people,
the family of the deceased and the entire Islamic
nation over this terrible loss. His Highness
Sheikh Sabah, may Allah have mercy on him,
was one of the leaders of Kuwait who worked on
its prosperity and stability, Othaimeen said. He
underlined that His Highness Sheikh Sabah was
a voice of wisdom, with political and humanitari-
an stances that everyone witnessed, praying to
Allah Almighty to bless his soul. — KUNA 

World lost a
great leader:
US Ambassador
KUWAIT: US Ambassador to Kuwait Alina L
Romanowski released a statement yester-
day, expressing condolences on the pass-
ing of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. “It was with
great sadness that I learned of the passing
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,” the ambassa-
dor said. “I want to extend my sincere con-
dolences to his family, and to the people of
Kuwait on this solemn day. The Amir was an
exceptional leader who worked tirelessly to
promote peace and unity in the region. He
was known for his wisdom and humanitari-
an efforts, with an impact on the lives of
countless people around the globe.”

“He was also a special friend to the
United States, and one that we will never
forget. The world has lost a great leader,”
the ambassador concluded.

Humanitarian leader
par excellence:
Indian Ambassador
KUWAIT: Ambassador of India to Kuwait
Sibi George released a statement yester-
day, expressing condolences on the pass-
ing of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. “On behalf of
the government and the people of Republic
of India, including the Indian community in
Kuwait, I express my sincere and heartfelt
condolences to the government and people
of the state of Kuwait on the sad demise of
His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, Amir of the State of
Kuwait,” the statement reads.

“His Highness was a great leader, a
statesman, and above all a humanitarian
leader par excellence,” the ambassador
said. “His Highness was a voice of wisdom,
balance and reason.”

“His Highness greatly contributed to the
enhancement of the bilateral

relations between India and Kuwait,” the
ambassador said. “The people of India will
fondly remember His Highness. The care
and affection that His Highness showered
upon the Indian community in Kuwait would
be deeply cherished. I sincerely pray for
the departed soul; may his soul rest in eter-
nal peace.”

KRCS mourns
late Amir 
KUWAIT: The Kuwait Red Crescent Society
(KRCS) yesterday expressed deep sorrow and
sadness over the tragic death of His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. In a press statement, the Chairman of the
Board of Directors of KRCS Dr Hilal Al-Sayer said
that His Highness the late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad was an outstanding figure and a man of a
legendary stage in the modern history of Kuwait
since he began his role for his country and its
people. Dr Sayer added that during the reign of
His Highness the Amir, Kuwait gained a phenom-
enal global reputation for being one of the most
active countries in the field of charitable and
humanitarian work to the needy and the affected
worldwide, indicating the UN culminated these
efforts by calling Kuwait a center for humanitarian
work, while giving the title of humanitarian leader
to His Highness the Amir.

Dr Sayer mentioned that with his departure,
everyone lost a great leader who was character-
ized by wisdom, consideration and good opinion,
who devoted his life and effort to serve his nation
and called for dialogue, solidarity and unity,
defending the just causes of his nation and
rejecting violence and extremism. His Highness
the Amir, may Allah Almighty have mercy on him,
adored Kuwait and its people, doing everything
in his power to serve everyone and work to
achieve their interests, so people gave him love
back, he pointed out. He explained that His
Highness the Amir was known to be a philanthro-
pist and a caller to charitable work, which wit-
nessed great development under his wise leader-
ship, noting that he obtained the leader of
humanitarian work and Kuwait as a humanitarian
center.

Dr Sayer referred to what His Highness the
Amir was known to the whole world as a sincere
man who played a major humanitarian and relief
role for countries that were exposed to natural or
man-made disasters. His Highness the Amir’s
many ideas and initiatives have made Kuwait a
place in which goodness and peace the world
emanates from, referring to the relief work of the
afflicted countries and the conferences that
Kuwait organized to serve the deprived, he said.
Dr Sayer underlined that the death of His
Highness the Amir is a huge loss to Kuwait, the
Arab and Islamic nations, and indeed to the whole
world, praying to Allah Almighty to have mercy on
the deceased and forgive him. — KUNA

Arab, Muslim leaders mourn
loss of ‘great, wise leader’

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah meets Qatar’s Amir Sheikh Tamim Al
Thani on May 19, 2019.

RIYADH: This file photo taken on December 10, 2019 shows from (left) Omani Deputy Prime Minister Fahd bin Mahmud Al-Said, Bahrain’s King Hamad bin Isa Al
Khalifa, Kuwaiti Amir His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Saudi Arabia’s King Salman bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud and Qatar’s Prime Minister
Abdullah bin Nasser bin Khalifa Al Thani attending the 40th Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) summit held in Riyadh. — AFP

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah welcomes King Abdullah II of
Jordan in Kuwait on June 12, 2018.


