
3Wednesday, September 30, 2020

His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah’s interest in foreign politics
began in 1963 and he had served

in the foreign affairs’ post for many years,
thus earning him the name “father of diplo-
macy.’ Uniquely, the Kuwaiti foreign poli-
cy, as engineered by His Highness Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad, has been based on
‘golden bases’ of diplomatic, political,
economic, mediation and humanitarian
factors. Popular as a calm, balanced and
flexible politician, quarreling states have
often sought His Highness Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad’s mediation to iron out their dif-
ferences and he has indeed succeeded in
reaching just settlements to a large num-
ber of Arab, regional and international
crises.

Kuwait has a long experience in set-
tling inter-Arab disputes, such as media-
tion among the Yemenis in the 1960s and
between northern and southern Yemen in
1972. Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
visited the two parts of Yemen, succeed-
ed in halt ing armed skirmishes and
worked out a political settlement. Two
years earlier, Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
scrambled to resolve a violent Palestinian-
Jordanian dispute.

Also in the 1960s, Kuwait
organized many meetings for
representatives of the
Iranian and Bahraini gov-
ernments at the Kuwaiti
diplomatic mission in
Geneva, succeeding in
drawing up a settlement
that was referred to the
United Nations. In the
80s, Kuwait mediated
between Oman and
Yemen, hosting meet-
ings of the two countries’
foreign ministers that
ended with an agree-
ment on halting “a media
war” between them,
respecting good neigh-
borliness’ principles and
each other’s sovereignty,
in addition to the Kuwaiti
role for settl ing Saudi-
Libyan differences during
era of the late leader Col
Moammar Al-Gadhafi and
tackling strains in the UAE-
Oman ties in 2009.
Moreover, His Highness
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
masterminded conciliation
among Arab leaders on side-
lines of the Arab Economic,
Development and Social
Summit, held in Kuwait in
January 2009. At the 2009 Arab
summit in Qatar, Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad urged summiteers to seriously tack-
le drawbacks of the much-aspired joint
Arab action. Favoring conciliation for lin-
gering differences, Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad attended an Arab summit, hosted
by Baghdad in March 2012. His long histo-
ry of good-will diplomacy was also seen in
his efforts for ending the Lebanese civil war
that had dragged on from 1975 to 1989.

Amid mounting unrest in Yemen since
2011, Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad scrambled
to try spare the Yemenis’ blood. His efforts
at the time capped with the GCC concilia-
tion initiative declared on April 21, 2016.
Kuwait had also hosted marathon reconcil-
iation talks among the Yemeni parties.
Deeply advocating harmony among the
GCC states, Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad had
stated, “Tackling the differences among
the GCC brothers is a duty that I cannot
neglect.” Lamenting the dangers sur-
rounding the GCC, founded in early 80s,

Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad had warned of
potential dire consequences as a result of
the inter-GCC rifts. “Our Gulf unity is our
inescapable destiny,” Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad has stressed. In October 1982,
Kuwait hosted the signing of a conciliation
accord between southern Yemen and
Oman and played a crucial role for restor-
ing ties between Libya and Saudi Arabia in
1982. Kuwait stood on Bahrain’s side when
it witnessed unrest in 2011 and upon
guidelines by Sheikh Sabah, a Kuwaiti del-
egation visited the country to try bridge the
gulf and find a political settlement. Kuwait
had responded positively to Manama’s call
for deploying units of “the peninsula shield
force” to secure strategic installations. On
March 3, 2011, Sheikh Sabah visited the
UAE and Oman, successfully working out
a brotherly conciliation between the two
GCC member states.

The year 2014 witnessed a major GCC
crisis, prompting His Highness again to
visit the countries involved in the dispute to
try defuse inter-GCC tensions. Qatar had
accepted formation of a joint panel to be
tasked with implementing the Riyadh
accord that had been hammered out on
November 23, 2013, among the Saudi
King, His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
and the Qatari Amir, as well as representa-
tives of other GCC countries. GCC leaders
were expected to meet at the scheduled
summit in Qatar in the end of 2014 howev-
er, differences re-emerged and the stake-
holders reached a new deal to organize a
summit in Riyadh, which was held in the
middle of November. It ended with a dec-
laration that the GCC crisis ended.

However, in 2017, the crisis recurred
and again Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
responded to the situation by trying to

tackle the re-appearing rifts. In July 2017,
Kuwait witnessed intensive diplomatic
activities in light of His Highness’ media-
tion. On December 5, 2017, Kuwait hosted
the 38th session of the GCC supreme
council - during which His Highness called
again for healing the cracks. In January
2018, Kuwait hosted the 11th session of
the GCC legislative assemblies and “shu-
ra” councils, in a move that was widely
seen as contributing to the efforts for thaw-
ing the ice in the ties among the GCC
countries. — KUNA 

US President Donald Trump welcomes His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah at the White House on Sept 7,
2017.

Sheikh Sabah,
father of diplomacy

His Highness Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah has been named
the Amir of Kuwait after the passing of
the late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad

Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the Kuwaiti government
said yesterday. National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem announced on his Twitter
account later that he met His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.
He added: “We have listened to the directives
of His Highness, and it was decided to invite
the National Assembly to hold a special ses-
sion [today] at 11am during which His
Highness will take the constitutional oath in
accordance with the text of Article 60 of the
Constitution.” 

In a statement, Deputy Prime Minister,
Minister of Interior and Minister of State for
Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh, on behalf of the
Cabinet, prayed for mercy on the soul of the
deceased. The Cabinet prays for the success
of the new ruler in his efforts to ensure the
security and growth of the country, added the
statement. The Cabinet expressed its sorrow
and commiserations over the passing of the

late Amir His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, describing him as
a “virtuous father, patron and leader of human-
itarianism.” After a meeting at Seif Palace led

by His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, the
Cabinet said the late Amir died in the United
States at 16:00 Kuwait’s time, according to

Deputy Prime Minister, Interior Minister and
State Minister for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-
Saleh. The late Amir’s passing follows a “glori-
ous legacy of sacrifice, generosity, accom-
plishments and commitment to principles and
ideals in the service of his country and Arab
and Islamic nations.” The statement went on to
mention that Sheikh Sabah was known to have
“stood in support of justice, peace and human
dignity, wherever that may have been.”

With his passing, Kuwait, the Arab and
Islamic regions and humanity as a whole,
have lost a distinguished icon.” The late ruler
made “unforgettable contributions” in support
of humanity, and is responsible for envisaging
a new school of thought in diplomacy, it
added. Meanwhile, the government
announced an official 40 days of mourning
and an official three-day holiday starting yes-
terday following passing away of His Highness
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad. — KUNA

Sheikh Nawaf named Amir of Kuwait
His Highness to take oath in parliament at 11am today

KUWAIT: In this file photo taken on October 24, 2017 Kuwait’s Amir His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah speaks while His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah looks on dur-
ing the opening ceremony of the new legislative term at the National Assembly in Kuwait City. — AFP

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and Saudi King Salman Al
Saud at the Arab Extraordinary Summit in
Makkah, Saudi Arabia, on May 31, 2019.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas in Kuwait on November 12, 2017.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan in Kuwait on July 23,
2017.


