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I would first like to extend my heartfelt condolences to the Al-
Sabah family and the people of Kuwait on the sad demise of 
our beloved Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.  
Today we face a terrible loss, a father figure for us all, a 

leader who weathered many crises and led us towards a stable 
and safe future. There is no underestimating the impact and 
important role that Sheikh Sabah played globally, regionally and 
in our own country.  

Under the leadership of the late Amir Sheikh Jaber, and dur-
ing his tenure as foreign minister, Sheikh Sabah worked to build 

international support, which eventually helped free Kuwait from 
occupation.  

His Highness was always the voice of reason and always 
tried to settle differences in the region through dialogue and 
cooperation, and believed firmly in the value of our collective 
unity. He championed Arab unity and stability and pushed for 
the normalization of relations with Iraq and to bring Iraq back 
into the Arab fold despite the atrocities of the Saddam invasion 
of our homeland.  

Sheikh Sabah was one of the few Arab leaders who contin-
ued to support the Palestinian quest for a return of their 
ancestral lands. He always stood for the point that Kuwait was 
not against the peace process as long as there was a peace-
ful two-state solution that took into account the needs and 
desires of both sides.   

During times of instability and regional unrest, Sheikh Sabah 
stood calmly and worked tirelessly to lobby toward solutions. In 
Kuwait, he served to bring all the various segments of society 
together to build the country and take it towards a future encom-
passing us all.  

He was recognized by the United Nations in September 2014 for 
his global humanitarian work and changed the lives of millions of 
people around the world for the better.  

Dearest to the heart of Kuwait Times and myself is the fact that 
it was Sheikh Sabah, serving as president of the Printing and 
Publications Department of the Ministry of Social Affairs, who 
issued my father the license to operate Kuwait Times in 1961. He 
contributed an article for the front page of our first issue, laying 
the foundation of Kuwait’s modern, vibrant and free press. 

We have lost more than we can imagine.  

By Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan 
Editor-in-Chief

Goodbye Amir of Humanity


