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CHICAGO: Jose Abreu drilled a go-ahead, bases-
clearing double in the fourth inning and James McCann
and Yoan Moncada homered to lift the host Chicago
White Sox past the Chicago Cubs 9-5 on Saturday to
snap a six-game losing streak. Despite suffering their
sixth loss in seven games, the Cubs clinched the
National League Central when the St. Louis Cardinals
lost earlier in the night. It’s the Cubs’ third division title
in the past five seasons and first since 2017.

The White Sox still could join the Cubs as division
champs. The White Sox remained one game behind the
American League Central-leading Minnesota Twins
entering Sunday’s regular-season finale and are one
game ahead of the third-place Cleveland Indians.
Chicago owns the tiebreaker on Minnesota, but
Cleveland holds the tiebreaker on Chicago. Moncada,
Abreu, McCann and Nick Madrigal had two hits
apiece for the White Sox, with Abreu and Moncada
both driving in three runs. The White Sox outhit the
Cubs 10-5. Cubs third baseman Kris Bryant went 2-
for-4 with four RBIs, smacking a third-inning grand
slam that gave Chicago a 5-2 lead.

Brewers 3, Cardinals 0
Brandon Woodruff allowed just two hits in eight

innings to lead Milwaukee past host St Louis to keep
its playoff hopes alive. These teams split the first four
games of their five-game NL Central showdown head-
ing into Sunday’s critical game. The loss prevented the
Cardinals from clinching a berth in the National
League postseason bracket. Woodruff (3-5) only
allowed singles by Kolten Wong in the first inning and
Yadier Molina in the second. He struck out 10 batters
overall and retired 19 consecutive batters after
Molina’s hit. Josh Hader pitched the ninth to earn his
13th save. Losing pitcher Adam Wainwright (5-3)
allowed three runs on eight hits in 6 2/3 innings.

Padres 6, Giants 2
San Diego dealt host San Francisco a damaging

blow in their quest to make the National League play-
offs when right-hander Zach Davies and five relievers
combined on a seven-hitter. The loss dropped the
Giants into a tie with the Milwaukee Brewers for the
second NL wild-card playoff position, and kept the
Philadelphia Phillies alive in a congestion that won’t
be settled until the dirt has settled on Sunday’s final
day of the regular season. The Padres, meanwhile,
have clinched second place in the NL West and the
No 4 NL playoff position, which guarantees home-
field advantage in the first round of next week’s play-
offs. With his team’s top two starting pitchers-Mike
Clevinger and Dinelson Lamet-battling injuries,
Davies gave the Padres a boost with three shutout
innings. He gave up three hits, struck out three and
did not issue a walk.

Dodgers 7, Angels 6
Joc Pederson hit a go-ahead two-run home run in

the sixth inning just before a power-outage delay, and
the host Dodgers returned to finish off a victory over
the crosstown Angels. The game was paused for more
than 20 minutes as Dodger Stadium temporarily was
plunged into total darkness. Edwin Rios and Will

Smith hit home runs after the game resumed. In his
bid to earn a starting role in the opening round of the
playoffs, rookie right-hander Tony Gonsolin (2-2)
gave up four runs on seven hits over six innings. Left-
hander Adam Kolarek recorded the final two outs for
his first save.

Pirates 8, Indians 0
Rookie Ke’Bryan Hayes went 5-for-5 with three

doubles and Colin Moran homered and drove in four
runs to lift Pittsburgh to a romp over host Cleveland,
which was eliminated from the American League
Central race and will settle for a wild-card berth. Bryan
Reynolds belted a two-run homer and Jose Osuna also
went deep as Pittsburgh banged out 13 hits en route to
just its sixth road win of the season, tying Texas for the
fewest road wins in the majors. Joe Musgrove (1-5) fol-
lowed up a career-high 11 strikeouts by fanning 10 and
scattering three hits over seven innings for the Pirates,
who have won four of their last five games overall. The
Indians mustered just five hits to see their six-game
winning streak come to a halt.

Rays 4, Phillies 3
Top-seeded Tampa Bay used a three-run fifth

inning to win another close one, beating Philadelphia in
St Petersburg, Fla. Just before the start of the second
meeting, the Seattle Mariners beat the Oakland A’s 5-1
to give the Rays the No. 1 overall seed in the expanded
eight-team American League playoffs-facing either
Toronto or the New York Yankees. The win improved
the Rays’ MLB-best record in one-run games to 14-5
— 6-2 in September-and marked their 20th comeback
victory.

Yankees 10, Marlins 4
DJ LeMahieu had four hits and drove in three runs

to inch closer to securing the American League batting
title as New York overcame a three-run deficit to beat
visiting Miami. LeMahieu had a two-run double in the
sixth and an RBI single in the seventh. The second
baseman’s fourth four-hit game of the season raised his
batting average to .359, giving him a 31-point lead in
the batting race on Chicago’s Tim Anderson (.328), who
went 0-for-5 in a 9-5 loss to the Cubs later Saturday.
The last Yankee to win a batting title was Bernie
Williams in 1998. Luke Voit capped New York’s seven-
run sixth with a three-run home run. It was his major
league-leading 22nd homer. Tyler Wade and Aaron
Hicks hit two-run homers for the Yankees, who had lost
five of their previous six games and were homerless in
five straight games for the first time since 2014.

Twins 7, Reds 3
Luis Arraez went 4-for-4 with three doubles and

three RBIs as Minnesota secured home field advantage
for the Wild Card Series with a victory over Cincinnati
in Minneapolis. Max Kepler had two doubles and
scored three times, Eddie Rosario also doubled and
drove in two runs for Minnesota, which improved to a
major league best 24-6 at home while bashing eight
doubles, one off the team’s single-game record. The
Twins can clinch their second consecutive American
League Central title with a victory in Sunday’s finale or

a loss by the Chicago White Sox. Tyler Clippard (2-1)
picked up the win with a scoreless inning of relief.

Nationals 4, Mets 3 (Game 1)
Josh Harrison’s sixth-inning RBI snapped a tie as

host Washington eliminated New York from playoff
contention by coming back to earn a win in the open-
er of a doubleheader. The defending World Series
champion Nationals kept alive their hopes of not fin-
ishing alone in last place in the NL East. The Mets,
who needed to sweep the remainder of the four-game
series and get plenty of help to earn a wild-card
berth, missed the playoffs for the fourth straight sea-
son. The rally made a winner of Max Scherzer (5-4),
who bested Jacob deGrom in a battle of Cy Young
Award winners. Scherzer, who won the AL Cy Young
in 2013 and the NL Cy Young in 2016 and 2017,
allowed three runs on six hits and two walks while
striking out seven over six innings.

Nationals 5, Mets 3 (Game 2)
Trea Turner’s one-out solo homer sparked a five-

run third inning for Washington, which completed a
doubleheader sweep of visiting New York as Anibal
Sanchez (4-5) earned the win by tossing 5 1/3 solid
innings. The sweep means the defending World Series
champion Nationals can still technically escape the NL
East basement with a win in Sunday’s season finale.
The Mets are one game ahead but if the two teams fin-
ish the season tied, Washington would earn fourth
place by virtue of its 6-4 series win over New York.
Josh Harrison contributed to the pivotal rally, when the
Nationals sent 10 batters to the plate in the third
inning against Rick Porcello (1-7).

Red Sox 8, Braves 2
Christian Vazquez belted a grand slam in an eight-

run second inning and Tanner Houck struck out a
career-high 10 in six innings to lead Boston to a
blowout win over host Atlanta. Vazquez went 3-for-5
with his second career slam while Bobby Dalbec
smacked a two-run homer for Boston. Houck (3-0)
gave up one run, three hits and three walks as he has
won all three of his major league starts. He has given
up two runs (one earned) and six hits while striking out
21 in 17 innings. Dansby Swanson went 2-for-4 with a
homer for the Braves, who had just six hits. Atlanta is
the No 2 seed for the National League playoffs.

Mariners 5, A’s 1 (Game 1 / 8 innings)
JP Crawford singled home the go-ahead run to

ignite a four-run, eighth inning as Seattle defeated
Oakland in the opening game of a doubleheader.
Crawford’s single snapped a 1-1 tie, and was followed
by Ty France’s RBI single and a two-run homer from
Kyle Seager. Mariners reliever Kendall Graveman (1-3)
worked the final two innings to get the win against his
former team. Khris Davis had a sacrifice fly in the
fourth for Oakland. Liam Hendriks (3-1) took the loss
for the A’s, who finished with six hits.

Mariners 12, Athletics 3 (Game 2)
Dee Strange-Gordon’s two-run single was the key

hit in an eight-run third inning as “host” Seattle com-

pleted a doubleheader sweep of Oakland at the
Coliseum in Northern California. Kyle Seager, Evan
White and Tim Lopes homered for the Mariners, who
were considered the home team in the nightcap
because a three-game series between the teams
scheduled for Sept. 1-3 in Seattle was postponed
because of a positive COVID-19 test in the A’s organi-
zation. The first two games of that series were made
up in a Sept 14 twin bill in Seattle. Mariners rookie
right-hander Justin Dunn (4-1) went five innings and
allowed three runs on six hits. A’s right-hander Paul
Blackburn (0-1), making his first major league appear-
ance of the season, lasted just 2 1/3 innings. He
allowed seven runs on five hits.

Blue Jays 5, Orioles 2
Randal Grichuk hit a three-run home run, Cavan

Biggio had a solo shot and Toronto continued its domi-
nance over visiting Baltimore. Grichuk, who entered
the game in the sixth inning, has 12 homers this season,
seven against the Orioles. The Blue Jays lead the sea-
son series with the Orioles 8-1. Blue Jays starter T.J.
Zeuch allowed no runs and five hits in five innings
before giving way to Chase Anderson (1-2), who
allowed one hit and struck out four in two innings.
Anthony Bass pitched a perfect 1 1/3 innings for his
seventh save.

Rangers 6, Astros 1
Jeff Mathis and Leody Taveras smacked back-to-

back home runs in the seventh inning while Kyle
Gibson produced his second scoreless outing against
Houston as Texas rolled at Arlington, Texas. Mathis fol-
lowed a leadoff single from Anderson Tejada and a
four-pitch walk by Ronald Guzman with his third home
run this season. Mathis chased Astros rookie right-
hander Brandon Bielak (3-3) before Taveras greeted
another rookie right-hander, Andre Scrubb, with his
403-foot shot to right-center on the first pitch.

Tigers 4, Royals 3
Austin Romine’s two-run double keyed a three-run

first inning as Detroit defeated host Kansas City, snap-
ping a five-game losing streak. Neither team scored
after the third inning. Matthew Boyd (3-7) battled
through six innings to earn the win. He allowed three
runs on five hits. Two of his three wins in 2020 came
against the Royals, and the Tigers won all three of his
starts against Kansas City. Bryan Garcia picked up his
fourth save in six chances. Carlos Hernandez (0-1) suf-
fered his first career loss for Kansas City. He allowed
four runs (three earned) on seven hits in 1 2/3 innings.

Rockies 10, Diamondbacks 3
Elias Diaz homered and finished with three hits,

Ryan McMahon also went deep, and Colorado ham-
mered host Arizona in Phoenix. German Marquez
tossed seven solid innings, Raimel Tapia had three hits
and Trevor Story two for Colorado. Marquez (4-6)
allowed three runs on five hits and struck out seven
with a walk. Jon Jay and Daulton Varsho had two hits
apiece for Arizona. Diamondbacks starter Luke Weaver
(1-9) left after allowing five runs-four earned-on seven
hits and striking out six in five innings.—Reuters

Cubs clinch 3rd division title in 5 seasons

Photo of the day

Massi Piffa wakeboards on an abandoned boat at sunset in Sebastian, Florida, USA. —Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

Padres top Giants as NL wild-card contenders gain hope

Frosty Azarenka 
powers through 
in French Open 
PARIS: Former world number one Victoria Azarenka com-
plained about the playing conditions at the French Open amid
light drizzle and low temperatures during her 6-1 6-2 first-
round victory yesterday. The US Open runner-up, who entered
court Suzanne Lenglen wearing a thick pink puffer jacket, and
her opponent Danka Kovinic walked off the court after play
was suspended with Belarusian Azarenka leading 2-1. 

“No, it’s eight degrees, I live in Florida, I’m used to hot
weather,” a furious Azarenka told the supervisor who asked
her to wait on court until a decision was made on whether the
match should continue. Speaking to her opponent from
Montenegro, 10th seed Azarenka, who next faces either
Venus Williams or Slovakia’s Anna Karolina Schmiedlova, said:
“Do you want to wait on court? “No,” Kovinic replied. “No,
it’s ridiculous, it’s too cold. What’s the point? Sitting here like
ducks,” said Azarenka, who wore a wind jacket on court and
said she was worried about sliding on a court made heavier
by the persistent drizzle. The players returned after a delay of
about 50 minutes and Azarenka immediately broke her oppo-
nent’s serve before wrapping up victory in front of nine spec-
tators. Azarenka said the interruption should have been better
managed.

“I think it’s very tricky at the moment to have these condi-
tions. So definitely not going to sit here and complain, but
sometimes I think there are smarter ways to handle situations.
“The unfortunate part sometimes with the French Open is that
there is no communications with players or players council,”
she added. The French Open is usually played in May-June
but this year’s tournament was pushed back to late
September due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The weather in
Paris is therefore colder than normal for the Grand Slam event
with the claycourt conditions much heavier and slower than
the players are accustomed to. —Reuters

Charlo twins both 
make world title wins 
LOS ANGELES: Charlo twins Jermell and Jermall put on a
show Saturday with impressive world title wins in the boxing
ring at the Mohegan Sun Arena in Uncasville, Connecticut.
Jermell Charlo knocked out Jeison Rosario with a brutal blow
to the body in the eighth round of their super welterweight
unification bout. In his first fight since he won the WBC belt
with a knockout of Tony Harrison in December, Charlo
added Rosario’s WBA and IBF belts to his collection.

Charlo stopped Rosario 21 seconds into the eighth round
with a left jab that sent the Dominican sprawling onto his
back. Rosario lay shuddering on the canvas, finally trying to
rise but unable to beat the count from referee Harvey Dock.
Charlo, who improved to 34-1 with 18 knockouts, had
knocked Rosario down twice-in the first and sixth rounds-on
the way to victory. Charlo was credited with a knockdown in
round one, when in a wild push forward he backed Rosario
up, the Dominican’s foot appearing to slip as Charlo landed a
hook to his head.

Rosario, who fell to 20-2 with one drawn and 14 wins
inside the distance, got Charlo’s attention with his punching
power. He backed Charlo into the ropes with a left hook ear-
ly in the fifth and Dock warned Charlo in the middle of the
round for pushing Rosario down by his head. The fifth ended
with a tough exchange, Rosario landing a hard jab before
Charlo backed him up with a right. Rosario came out on the
attack in the sixth, but was warned by Dock in the middle of
the round for low blows.

Charlo tagged him with a hard left hook that dropped
him to one knee shortly before the round ended. He
answered the count moments before the bell rang and he still
looked wobbly on the way to his corner. “I definitely proved
that I’m more than just a puncher, but I’m also a puncher,”
said Charlo, who left the ring at the spectator-less arena with
all three belts draped around him calling out “Team Charlo!”
Earlier in the evening, Jermall Charlo battered Sergiy
Derevyanchenko on the way to a unanimous decision victory
to retain his WBC middleweight crown.

The 30-year-old American champion overcame stubborn
resistance from the Ukrainian challenger to extend his
unbeaten record to 31 fights. But he was pushed all the way
by Derevyanchenko, who fell to 13-3 with the defeat.
Derevyanchenko, bleeding from cuts around both eyes,

launched a furious late onslaught in the 12th round as he
chased a knockout. But Charlo, leading comfortably on
points, had too much savvy to let victory slip and closed out
a third defense of his WBC belt.

‘I passed the test’ 
The three judges scored Charlo a convincing winner,

handing the champion victory by margins of 116-112, 117-111
and 118-110. “I executed the game plan. It was the biggest
test of my career and I passed test,” he said. “I knew he was
going to be tough, and I knew he was going to come to fight.
“I wanted to knock him out and make a statement. But get-
ting through it and getting the decision was a statement in
itself.” It was another disappointing defeat for the stocky
Derevyanchenko, who had lost two previous world title
fights including a disputed decision against Gennadiy
Golovkin in October last year.

In other early card action, John Riel Casimero of the
Philippines made a successful first defence of his WBO ban-
tamweight crown on Saturday, knocking out Ghana’s Duke
Micah in the third round. Undefeated super bantamweight
Luis Nery of Mexico earned a 12-round unanimous decision
over previously unbeaten compatriot Aaron Alameda to
claim the vacant WBC super bantamweight title. Nery saw

his 11-fight knockout streak end, but improved to 31-0 with
24 knockouts while Alameda fell to 25-1 with 13 wins inside
the distance. —AFP

LAS VEGAS: In this file photo Jermell Charlo (left) talks
with his twin brother Jermall Charlo after beating Jorge
Cota in a super welterweight fight at the Mandalay Bay
Events Center in Las Vegas, Nevada. —AFP


