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SAN FRANCISCO: Epic Games will strive anew
today to convince a judge that its hit title Fortnite
should be restored to Apple’s App Store, despite
sidestepping the tech titan’s standard commission
on transactions.

Apple does not allow users of its popular devices
to download apps from anywhere but its App Store,
and Epic is challenging its practice of taking a 30 per-
cent cut of money spent on
the apps by users. The
clash comes as Apple puts
priority on selling digital
content and subscription
services to the one billion-
plus people around the
world using devices pow-
ered by its iOS mobile
operating software.

The commission dispute
has also become a rallying
cry for app makers who
believe Apple’s App Store policies are monopolistic.
Major app developers including Epic and streaming
music giant Spotify recently formed a coalition to
press for new terms with the major online market-
places operated by Apple and Google. Google runs a
Play Store for apps tailored for devices powered by
its Android software and also takes a commission,
but people are free to get apps from other online
venues. The new Coalition for App Fairness advocacy

group said it will seek legal and regulatory changes
for the app stores which serve as gatekeepers for
much of the mobile software distributed to smart-
phone users. The move comes amid rising criticism of
the fees and terms imposed by the app stores, and
legal challenges by both Epic and Spotify to Apple’s
commission for online subscriptions.

A hearing slated for today before a federal judge
in California will focus on
whether Apple should be
compelled to put Fortnite
back in the App Store
while an overarching law-
suit plays out. Apple
pulled Fortnite from its
online mobile apps mar-
ketplace on August 13
after Epic released an
update that dodges rev-
enue sharing with the
iPhone maker. The judge in

the case previously rejected an emergency injunc-
tion request by Epic, saying Fortnite’s eviction by
Apple was a “self-inflicted wound.”

But Epic did not back down from its fight against
Apple, accusing the tech giant of being “a monopo-
list.” Due to the legal row, Fortnite fans using
iPhones or other Apple devices no longer have
access to the latest game updates, including the
new season released at the end of August. —AFP

ABK congratulates 
winners of salary 
transfer draw 

KUWAIT: Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK)
announced the names of two winners for the
month of September for the “Transfer your
Salary and Find Reasons to Smile” monthly
draw campaign, held on 17th September 2020,
under the supervision of the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry. The lucky winners who
will each receive the equivalent of their monthly
salaries are:

Jjessymol Mathew Joseph
and Sreeraj Thoovathara Achukutty
The next draw will be on 15th October 2020,

with the last draw taking place on 10th
December 2020. To be eligible to enter the draw,
customers must have their salaries transferred to
the bank at least one month prior to the draw
date. The draw is open to both Kuwaiti and
expatriate customers who hold Elite, Prestige or
Al-Raed Salary Transfer Accounts.

In addition to the draw, the salary campaign
offers ABK salary account customers a range of
exceptional rewards. Kuwaiti salary account
holders will receive cash gifts up to KD 1,000
provided they transfer a salary equivalent to/or
higher than KD 500. Moreover, Kuwaiti cus-
tomers are eligible for a 0 percent interest loan
of up to KD 10,000 and expatriates up to KD
5,000.  These loans are subject to ABK’s terms
and conditions, as well as the Central Bank of
Kuwait’s regulations and policies. 

Apple may be brought under pressure to put Fortnite back in the App Store

Epic Games battles to get 
Fortnite back in App Store

This illustration picture shows a person logging into Epic Games’ Fortnite on their smartphone in
Los Angeles. Epic Games will strive anew today to convince a judge that its hit title Fortnite
should be restored to Apple’s App Store, despite sidestepping the tech titan’s standard commis-
sion on transactions. —AFP

KFH offers 9 ‘KFH 
Go’ self-banking 
stations in Kuwait
KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House
“KFH” offers 9 self-banking stations
“KFH Go” spanning different gover-
norates in Kuwait. This comes as
part of its efforts to meet the grow-
ing needs of customers according to
the latest modern technologies and
the highest quality standards, which
confirms the bank’s leadership posi-
tion in digital transformation.

The Branches are:  Avenues,
Ishbiliyah coop, Jabriya coop, Al-
Mangaf coop, Shuwaikh KFH Auto
Showroom, Sabah Al-Ahmad, Al-
Salam coop, Abu Fatirah coop, and
Dahiya Abdullah Al-Salem.

KFH GO services
KFH Go offers customers round

the clock services covering over
80% of the services and transac-
t ions provided by tradit ional

branches, outside the official work-
ing hours of the branches.

KFH Go is unstaffed and contains
XTMs offering the capabil ity of
communicating directly with the
telephone service personnel  in
audio and video cal ls  v ia  XTM
machines. Customers can access
several  services, including cash
withdrawals without a card through
the mobile phone using the “QR
code”, IDs or phone number. The
smart branch conducts “Murabaha”
financing transactions, requesting
credit  cards and prepaid cards,
updating data and phone numbers,
act ivat ing bank cards, opening
deposits and accounts and a host of
banking and f inancing services,
therefore not having to visit the
branch or deal directly with the
staff. This means streamlined man-
ner of accessing services quickly,
safely and accurately.

Under the s logan “New
Generation of  Easy Banking
Services” customers who wish to
buy gold bullions (10 grams) can
visit the nearest KFH Go branch and

use the self-service option by
inserting their card and choosing the
buying Gold Bullion option, or by
calling “Allo Baitak” to purchase and
receive the gold bullion immediately. 

For printing cheques immedi-
a te ly, a  cus tomer  can  v i s i t  the

nearest KFH Go smart branch and
make  a  v ideo  ca l l  w i th  a  KFH
employee to conduct this process.
With the aim of completing the
condit ions for print ing cheques
and receiving the cheque book (10
papers) immediately.

Opening ceremony at one of the KFH Go branches 

Seidor acquires 
major stakes in 
Procons-4IT
DUBAI: In a significant boost to the
MENA’s SME sector, a leading glob-
al SAP VAR (value-added reseller)
Seidor acquired majority shares in
Procons-4IT, an accredited SAP
Gold partner in the region. Seidor
Procons, part of a multinational
Spanish group of companies, is a
foremost SAP Master VAR with plat-
inum partnership through United
VARs, providing a wide portfolio of
products and SAP solutions.

Branded as Seidor Procons, the
acquisition brings together the glob-
al expertise and technology of

Seidor with the localized leadership
of Procons-4IT to help SMEs opti-
mize their business operations with
strong ERP SAP Business One solu-
tions, machine learning, loT, and oth-
er technologies that fulfill their digi-
tal transformation and make them
prepared for unforeseen challenges. 

“We are confident that this acqui-
sition will provide an opportunity to
serve Middle East SMEs uniquely,”
said Angel Fernandez, co-CEO of
Seidor Procons “With Seidor’s glob-
al leadership and Procons-4IT’s
localized comprehensive experi-
ence, we can offer our clients in
the Middle East a broad range of
SAP Business One solutions and
technologies.”

Seidor Procons products are at
the core of digital transformation. It
accelerates client’s digital transfor-

mation process with advanced on-
premise and cloud SAP Business
One (SAP B1) solutions.  It can also
go beyond offering SAP B1, intro-
ducing innovative and customized
solutions that drive efficiency and
growth with add-on solutions to
cater to specific industries such as
Cloud, HR, Payroll, and Analytics.
Since Seidor and Procons-4IT share
similar DNA in their corporate cul-
tures and missions, the acquisition is
expected to bring about drastic
changes in the SME sector through
Procons-4IT’s substantial local
resources and Seidor’s worldwide
experience. The region-specific
services at Seidor Procons include
Arabic speaking consultants, a
Regional support center, In-house
development, and Intelligent ERP, to
name just a few.

Moreover, Seidor Procons’ new
positioning in the tech market is cru-
cial and timely since the COVID-19
pandemic has forced companies to
be more competent in remote work-
ing via cloud solutions. It helps
clients avoid delays in project deliv-
ery, keep customers informed, and
effectively manage funds as the situ-
ation changes.  “This acquisition will
move our business to a new level and
will definitely place Seidor Procons
as the SME Leader in MENA,” said
Wassim Hassanieh, co-CEO of
Seidor Procons . “We are proud of
our history, and this venture trans-
lates our vision to our future.
Through this acquisition of talents,
expertise, and knowledge, we plan to
accelerate our clients’ digital trans-
formation journey to growth despite
the current economic challenges.”

Hearing today 
before a 

federal judge in
California

Timber-reliant 
US towns hit by
virus downturn
BAYFIELD, Wisconsin: When a major US paper
producer decided over the summer to shut two of
its plants, citing the drop in demand for paper
amid the coronavirus pandemic, it sent reverbera-
tions through a region that is highly reliant on its
timber industry.

The sudden move by Verso Corporation affected
thousands of jobs in Minnesota and its neighbor
Wisconsin, where it also cut off revenue that was
keeping many of the state’s counties afloat.
“Twenty-five percent of the pulpwood Wisconsin
produced went to that one mill alone,” said Henry
Schienebeck, executive director of the Great Lakes
Timber Professionals Association (GLTPA).

“We’ve seen some mill closures for the last 10 to
15 years, but we’ve never had one that took this
much wood.” Already stressed by rising digital
trends, the US paper industry has been rocked by
the pandemic, which plunged the country into a
recession affecting advertising and jobs, while
school and office closures saw the need for paper
plummet. That “triple whammy” has slashed demand
for paper by 35 percent from the same time last
year, “a massive, catastrophic decline” affecting

mills across the country, said Derek Mahlburg, a
senior economist with Fastmarkets RISI, which
tracks the industry.

Dedicated to producing glossy paper for print
publications, the mill in Duluth, Minnesota, halted
operations in June, followed in July by the one in
Wisconsin Rapids, which for decades was said to be
the world’s largest paper mill.

Verso’s decision was based on an “accelerated
decline” in demand for certain types of paper as a
result of the pandemic’s impact on print advertising,
a company spokesman said in an emailed statement.

The company continues to look for potential
buyers for the mills and holds out the possibility
of reopening them if market conditions improve,
he said.

Rise of digital media
The Verso mill closures affected upwards of

14,000 jobs, not only those of the 1,000 mill work-
ers, but also people who cut and transported timber
to the operations, according to Schienebeck. A rep-
resentative for the United Steelworkers union, which
includes paper mill workers, declined to comment.

Mike Nielsen, who runs an eight-person logging
operation near Ely, Minnesota, said his production
has slowed by about 40 percent since Verso’s
announcement in June. Independent loggers like him
typically buy rights to timber two or three years in
advance, meaning they are left with significant
debts if a market suddenly dries up.

“Right now I possess a lot of timber - and a third
of it doesn’t have a home,” said Nielsen, 40.

His loggers are now focusing on harvesting
species other than the spruce and balsam that
would typically have been headed for the paper
mills. “We’re harvesting as (much) as we can and
trying to find a market, and otherwise we’re trying
to avoid spruce and balsam like it’s COVID-19,”
he said.

The US paper industry has been battered over
the past decade by the rise of digital media, said
Mahlburg, the economist. Demand for most types of
graphic paper have plummeted by 60 percent dur-
ing that time, he said. Although the need for card-
board boxes has skyrocketed in more recent years
due to the rise of online delivery, he said, converting
mills from one type of production to another is
extremely costly.

Together, the two Verso mills in Duluth and
Wisconsin Rapids had the capacity to produce
about 810,000 tons of paper per year, according to
the company. Verso said that it looked into pivoting
operations at the mills to make other paper prod-
ucts, but was unable to find viable alternatives that
could be done in the near term. 

Gutting county budgets 
Wisconsin looks set to be particularly hard-hit

by the financial effects of the paper sector’s down-
turn, industry experts say. The state has the largest
paper industry in the country, contributing nearly
$30 billion and more than 95,000 jobs in 2018,
according to a report published last year by the
Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation.

“What’s important about the paper industry in

Wisconsin is that you see the full supply chain in the
state,” said Missy Hughes, chief executive of the
public-private agency. The current effects of the
Verso mill idling are “scary”, Hughes said, but she
remained optimistic on the sector: “There is
absolutely a strong place for the forest products
industry in Wisconsin and will continue to be.”

Yet, the situation means huge revenue losses for
Wisconsin counties that have long based their
budgets around timber sales - local jurisdictions
that are already reeling from other pandemic-relat-
ed financial concerns. Wisconsin is unique national-
ly in that its counties are the largest public land-
holder in the state, managing more than 2.4 million
acres (970,000 hectares), said Rebekah Luedtke,
executive director of the Wisconsin County Forests
Association (WCFA). —Reuters

Demand for most types of paper has plummeted, hurt-
ing jobs and public funds in Wisconsin, the country’s
largest producer. —Reuters


