
WASHINGTON: Donald Trump always
fancied himself streetwise, a real tough guy,
and at the first presidential debate with Joe
Biden next week he’ll be wearing the verbal
brass knuckles. Trump, 74, is not a leader
comfortable with the soaring rhetoric of JFK
or Ronald Reagan. He’s not one for the
nuanced elegance that fans loved-and
detractors saw as aloofness-in the speeches
of Barack Obama.

This is a president who brought reality
TV skills to the White House. He’s an enter-
tainer whose style is inspired by the gaudy
chaos of professional wrestling. And he’s a
New Yorker who mimics the wise-guy argot
of mafia movies and loves to hang out with
boxers and MMA athletes. So don’t expect
subtlety at his first-of-three socially dis-
tanced clashes with Biden on Tuesday in
Cleveland. Last Saturday, he gleefully com-
pared the debate to an MMA cage fight,
telling Jorge Masdival, a real UFC champion,
it’s the “same kind of thing.” “A little bit less
physical-slightly,” he added.

Trump was not entirely joking. Take it
from Hillary Clinton, the last person he pum-
meled in the presidential debate ring. “He
could have cared less about answering the
questions or even giving accurate informa-
tion,” she recalled in The Atlantic about their
2016 encounters. “He came prepared to
insult, to bully.” Opinion polls scored the
intellectual Clinton as winner of the three
debates. But real momentum-and eventually
the election-went to the hard-hitting new-
comer from New York.

Now Trump is behind and hoping his
debate prowess will help him catch Biden in
time for November 3. His fans muse that he
may deliver a knock-out blow. Certainly
Trump is confident: he pushed, unsuccess-
fully, for a fourth debate. By contrast, some

Democrats have begged Biden not to debate
at all, fearing that no one can prepare for
Trump’s unstoppable exaggerations and lies.
Trump is “unique,” said Aaron Kall, director
of debate at the University of Michigan and
co-author of “Debating The Donald.” “There
is no playbook on how to debate him.”

‘Gloves off’ 
Fox News host Chris Wallace, the moder-

ator of the first debate, outlined the main
topics they’ll cover, including the Covid-19
pandemic, the economy and racial tensions.
Wallace is a skilled questioner. Trump,
though, is equally handy at ignoring con-
straints. Continuing with his pugilistic
metaphors, Trump says he’s ready to “take
the gloves off.” For months he has been
insulting Biden as everything from a closet

communist to practically brain dead. What
more he can do is unclear. But he’ll do
something.

At one of the debates with Clinton,
Trump pulled an unheard of stunt by inviting
several women who had accused her hus-
band, former president Bill Clinton, of sexual
impropriety. In another unsettling trick, he
wandered from his designated spot to loom
menacingly behind Clinton. “No matter
where I walked, he followed me closely, star-
ing at me, making faces,” Clinton wrote in
her book “What Happened.” “It was incredi-
bly uncomfortable. He was literally breathing
down my neck. My skin crawled.” Against
Biden, Trump is likely to push hard on accu-
sations that the former vice president’s son
Hunter was involved in corrupt business
deals in Ukraine and China. — AFP 
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Some Democrats beg Biden not to debate at all

Swaggering Trump goes into first 
debate with Biden - eager to fight It is an honor for me to deliver my

first statement after assuming office
on 16 September as Prime Minister

of Japan, at the United Nations which is
celebrating its 75th anniversary. The
novel coronavirus disease has pulled us
into an unprecedented crisis, which in
turn has brought the international com-
munity back to cooperation from its
tendencies towards division and isola-
tion. For the last 75 years, multilateral-
ism has become stronger and made
progress in the face of multiple chal-
lenges. I call on all of you to unite in
solidarity so we can turn the current
crisis into an opportunity to reinforce
our cooperation.

In our fight against the virus, Japan
has been doing its utmost for the health
and safety of the people of Japan and
around the world, harnessing the wis-
dom of public and private sectors alike.
Now we are at the stage of revitalizing
socio-economic activities while main-
taining measures for preventing the
spread of infections. Let me share my
thoughts with you based on Japan’s
experiences.

The spread of the coronavirus is a
human security crisis, posing a threat to
the lives, livelihoods and dignity of peo-
ple across the globe. The guiding prin-
ciple for us to overcome this crisis must
be “leave no one behind.” The concept
of human security, which focuses on
individuals, has been debated for many
years at this very forum of the United
Nations General Assembly.

As we face the current crisis, and
guided by the principle of human
security, I think it is essential to set the
goal of “leaving no one’s health
behind” as we work towards achieving
universal health coverage. I expect this
to be our shared goal. On that basis,
Japan will proactively lead internation-
al efforts with a focus on the following
three perspectives in collaboration
with other countries.

First, we need to safeguard lives
from the novel coronavirus diseases.
Japan fully supports the development
of therapeutics, vaccines and diagnos-
tics, and works towards ensuring fair
and equitable access for all, including
those in developing countries. Japan
also works with international organiza-
tions so that relevant international
frameworks will be able to deliver
results. We are also proposing a frame-
work of “patent pooling”. Public-pri-
vate partnership is essential particularly
in the health sector, and Japan is going
to promote it steadfastly.

Second, we must prepare ourselves
for future health crises. Japan is com-
mitted to expanding its efforts in devel-
oping countries to build hospitals as
well as to assist strengthening health
and medical systems through providing
equipment and supporting human
resource development. Working with
the ASEAN, Japan is supporting the
establishment of an ASEAN Centre for
public health emergencies and emerg-
ing diseases. Japan has also been sup-
porting the Africa Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. As a matter of
fact, in Africa, we are witnessing the
concrete result of our longstanding
cooperation through the TICAD
process for human resource develop-
ment as well as for provision and main-
tenance of facilities in the health sector.
Japan has provided support for the
establishment of the Noguchi Memorial
Institute for Medical Research in Ghana
and assisted in the training of its med-
ical laboratory technologists. The
Institute serves as the hub of the coun-
try’s response to the coronavirus and
processes up to about 80% of PCR
tests carried out in the country.

Third, we will take measures to
ensure health security in an even
broader context. We will continue to
work with other countries to improve
the conditions of water, sanitation and
hygiene, nutrition and other environ-
mental factors. In response to the cur-
rent crisis, Japan has provided foreign
aid of over 170 billion Japanese Yen
or 1.54 billion USD to medical and
health sectors.

Along with these initiatives, it is
critically important to take steps
towards revitalizing the economies hit
hard by the crisis. To bolster econom-
ic activities in developing countries,
Japan is implementing the COVID-19
Crisis Response Emergency Support
Loan of up to 500 billion Japanese
Yen or 4.5 billion USD over the
course of two years. Reviving the
economy rests on the safe movement
of people. We will make our utmost
efforts to ensure universal distribution
of vaccines and therapeutics. 

Free trade should not stop even with
the restrictions caused by the crisis. We
continue to promote WTO reform and
economic partnership agreements with
other countries. Times of difficulty are
in fact times of innovation. Japan, for its
part, will work on digitalization as a
matter of urgency. Now we must look
to the human security concept of the
new era in responding to various chal-
lenges, accelerating efforts to achieve
SDGs and to tackle global issues. To
this end, I propose that we tap into the
wisdom from around the world to
deepen our discussions.

‘Build back better’
Looking forward, we need to “build

back better” from the COVID-19 pan-
demic and create a flexible yet resilient
society where the SDGs have been
achieved and a virtuous cycle of envi-
ronment and growth is generated. The
ongoing crisis is heavily impacting the
education of children and the youth
who shape the future. It is also affecting
women among others. In order to cre-
ate a better and more inclusive society,
there are three points that I consider to
be of paramount importance.

The first is the significance of the
United Nations and multilateralism.
The UN should be a forum where all
stakeholders engage constructively to
respond to crises and work together
with transparency. While I greatly
respect the activities and efforts of
the UN thus far, I would also like to
emphasize that the Organization is in
need of neutral and fair governance
more than ever. The WHO is key in
our collective response to infectious
diseases. 

Through its review and reform, I
believe the WHO will be able to make
even better use of necessary expertise
at the right time, in the right manner.
With this conviction, Japan stands
ready to cooperate in the review and
reform process. Likewise, UN reform,
including the reform of the Security
Council to reflect the realities of the
21st century, is an urgent task as the
UN marks its 75th anniversary.

Peace building
Second, I am convinced that the

current crisis must not jeopardize inter-
national peace and security. UN
engagement in peacekeeping opera-
tions and peace building remains vital.
Based on the policy of “Proactive
Contribution to Peace”, Japan will con-
tinue to contribute to sustaining peace,
drawing on its experiences, including
through our role in the Peace building
Commission, and engaging in strength-
ening institutions and building capaci-
ties. We also remain committed to the
capacity building of peacekeeping per-
sonnel in collaboration with African and
Asian countries. 

Third, we must not allow challenges
against the rule of law in times of
increasing uncertainties. The rule of law
as we ourselves set forth in the SDGs is
the foundation of order, both domestic
and international, and the very spirit
which the UN is built on. In March next
year, using virtual platforms, we will
host the 14th United Nations Congress
on Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice in Kyoto with the aim of
advancing the rule of law. Japan contin-
ues to promote a Free and Open Indo-
Pacific, the foundation of regional
peace and prosperity rooted in the
global rule of law.

The issue of abductions by North
Korea is a matter of serious concern for
the international community. I myself
have worked on this issue for many
years. This year, two parents of the vic-
tims passed away. It is heartbreaking to
imagine the pain of the family members
who passed, after working so hard to
rescue their dearest children and yet
not achieving a reunion in the end. As
the families of the victims continue to
age, there is no time to lose before we
resolve the abductions issue. Japan’s
position remains unchanged. 

Japan seeks to normalize its rela-
tionship with North Korea, in accor-
dance with the Japan-DPRK
Pyongyang Declaration, through com-
prehensively resolving the outstanding
issues of concern such as the abduc-
tions, nuclear and missile issues, as well
as settlement of the unfortunate past.
As the new Prime Minister of Japan, I
am ready to meet with Chairman Kim
Jong-un without any conditions. 

Establishing a constructive relation-
ship between Japan and North Korea
will not only serve the interests of both
sides but will also greatly contribute to
regional peace and stability. I will miss
no opportunity to take actions with all
my dedication. This year marks the
75th anniversary since the first use of
nuclear weapons. Hiroshima and
Nagasaki must never be repeated. With
this resolve, Japan will spare no effort
in realizing a world free of nuclear
weapons while firmly upholding the
Three Non-Nuclear Principles. 

This year also marks the 50th
anniversary of the entry into force of
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons (NPT), which serves
as the cornerstone of the international
regime for nuclear disarmament and
non-proliferation. I wish to emphasize
once again the importance of main-
taining and strengthening the Treaty.
We, as the international community,
need to stand united to work on arms
control and disarmament of conven-
tional weapons, or “Disarmament that
Saves Lives.” 

Address by Japan PM at the 75th
Session of UN General Assembly

Prime Minister of Japan 
Yoshihide Suga

Photo shows Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden (left) and US President Donald
Trump. Democrat Joe Biden’s cautious US presidential campaign faces its most unpredictable
challenge yet in tomorrow’s debate against Donald Trump - a setting with potential for explo-
sive exchanges and one the ex-vice president has struggled with before. —AFP 

Free movement 
at risk in heart 
of Europe as
Swiss vote
GENEVA: The Swiss were voting yester-
day on limiting immigration from the
European Union, which, while not expect-
ed to pass, has sparked fears a shock “yes”
could devastate relations with the bloc.
The initiative, backed by the populist
right-wing Swiss People’s Party (SVP) -
Switzerland’s largest party - has lost pub-
lic support in recent polls. The latest sur-
vey showed 65 percent of those ques-
tioned opposed the call to tear up an
agreement permitting the free movement
of people between Switzerland and the
surrounding European Union. It seems
unlikely the initiative will garner the double
majority needed to pass, winning both the
popular vote and most of the 26 cantons.

But the SVP has eked out surprise vic-
tories in the past in its war against tight-
ening relations with the EU, fuelling con-
cern that Switzerland’s relationship with
its biggest trading partner could be in
jeopardy. Most people vote in advance in
the popular polls and referenda held in
the country every few months as part of
the  direct democratic system, and ballot
boxes open for just a few hours. Polls
open at different times in different can-
tons, but will all close by midday (1000

GMT), with initial results expected by
early afternoon.

High voter participation? 
Voter participation is generally low in

Switzerland’s popular polls, and rarely
inches above 50 percent, but a far higher
voter participation than usual is expected
this time, with some cantons anticipating
as high as 60 percent. SVP’s initiative calls
for Switzerland to revise its constitution to
ensure it can autonomously handle immi-
gration policy. The party, which has built
its brand by condemning immigration and
EU influence, warns that the wealthy
Alpine country is facing “uncontrolled and
excessive immigration”. While not an EU

member, Switzerland is bound to the bloc
through an array of intricately connected
bilateral agreements.

If the SVP initiative passes, authorities
would have one year to negotiate an end
to the 1999 agreement on the free move-
ment of persons between Switzerland and
the bloc. The proposal goes even further
than a similar measure, also backed by the
SVP, that narrowly passed in February
2014, demanding that Bern impose quotas
on the number of work permits issued to
EU citizens. That vote threw Swiss-EU
relations into disarray, with Brussels warn-
ing any curbs on immigration by EU citi-
zens would put a whole range of bilateral
agreements at risk. — AFP 

GENEVA: A picture shows an electoral poster by right-wing Swiss People’s Party (SVP) show-
ing a cartoon worker wearing a belt studded with EU stars, crushing the red and white map of
Switzerland. — AFP 

Belarus leader
must step down:
Macron
PARIS: French President Emmanuel
Macron said yesterday that Belarus’s leader
Alexander Lukashenko must step down,
after the EU refused to recognize him as the
legitimate president of the ex-Soviet coun-
try. “It’s clear he has to go,” Macron told
French weekly the Journal du Dimanche
ahead of a trip to EU states Lithuania and
Latvia, which border Belarus. “It is a crisis
of power, an authoritarian power that can-
not accept the logic of democracy and
which is hanging on by force. It is clear that
Lukashenko has to go.”

Tens of thousands of people have taken
to the streets in Belarus since August 9
elections which opposition leader Svetlana
Tikhanovskaya says she won, despite
Lukashenko’s insistence he took a land-
slide victory. The embattled leader has
launched a brutal crackdown against the
protesters-drawing condemnation from
the West, but support from Moscow. This
week he triggered new demonstrations
and fresh Western criticism when he held a
secret inauguration for himself.

Macron yesterday said he had been
“impressed by the courage of the protest-
ers”. “They know the risks they are taking
by demonstrating every weekend, and yet,
they are pushing forward with the move-

ment to make democracy come alive in this
country that has been deprived of it for so
long,” he said. “Women in particular, who
march every Saturday, command our
respect,” he added. More than 90 people-
most of them women-were arrested on
Saturday at opposition rallies, according
to one NGO.

Russia’s role 
Fresh protests were sparked by the sur-

prise announcement on Wednesday that
Lukashenko had been sworn in for a sixth
term in office. The European Union said
the strongman’s inauguration lacked
“democratic legitimacy” and refused to
recognize him as president. The bloc has

said it is reviewing relations with Belarus,
with the issue to be debated at an EU
summit on Thursday and Friday in
Brussels.

EU ministers decided in principle last
month to impose sanctions against the
regime-but Cyprus has been blocking
approval until the group agrees similar
measures against Turkey over gas explo-
ration in the eastern Mediterranean.
Meanwhile, Baltic EU states Lithuania,
Latvia and Estonia have expanded their
own sanctions against Belarus. Macron
sets off today for his first visit to Lithuania
and Latvia, which are hoping for French
support in the face of the Belarus crisis
and rising tensions with Russia. — AFP 

MINSK: Law enforcement officers detain a woman during an opposition rally to protest
against the presidential inauguration in Minsk. — AFP 


