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Deputy Amir receives heads of Kuwait’s 
legislative, executive, legal authorities

KUWAIT: His Highness the 
Deputy Amir and Crown Prince 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah received National 
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali 
Al-Ghanem at Seif Palace yester-
day. His Highness the Deputy 
Amir also received His Highness 
the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, 
as well as President of Kuwait’s 
Supreme Judicial Council and the 

Cassation Court, and President of 
the Constitutional Court Justice 
Yousef Al-Mutawaa. 
Furthermore, His Highness Sheikh 
Nawaf received Deputy Prime 
Minister, Interior Minister and 
Minister of State of Cabinet 
Affairs Anas Khaled Al-Saleh, as 
well as Foreign Minister and 
Acting Defense Minister Sheikh 
Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad 
Al-Sabah. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with National Assembly Speaker 
Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem. — KUNA photos

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. 

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Deputy Prime Minister, Interior 
Minister and Cabinet Affairs Minister Anas Al-Saleh.

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Foreign Minister and Acting 
Defense Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah. 

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Chief Justice Yousef Al-Mutawaa.
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 demanding full rent payment for this period,” he 

said. More problems have followed. “As I couldn’t 
pay the salaries of the staff, the bank blocked my 
account. Also, because I didn’t pay the rent, the cafe 
license couldn’t be renewed after it expired. As a 
result of the expired license, I cannot renew the res-
idencies of the staff,” Khamis explained.    

“Some cafes exempted from paying rent still 
haven’t reopened, because if they do, the landlord 
will demand rent. Some cafes that are not exempt 
from rent have reopened, but are not covering their 
expenses, as customers will not come to a shisha 
cafe that is not serving shisha. I didn’t open as I 
cannot pay the salaries of the staff,” Khamis said. He 
called on the government to find a solution - either 
to compensate them for their losses or let them 
reopen with conditions.  

Salah Al-Delemi, owner of three cafes in Hawally, 
is also facing bankruptcy. “On March 2, 2020, we 
closed the cafes due to the decision of the ministry 
of health, and were patiently hoping to reopen 
along with other businesses. We have proposed all 

possible solutions including taking health precau-
tions such as using disposable hoses, so customers 
will not reuse the same hose. We also proposed that 
customers bring their shisha with them, but the min-
istry refused,” he told Kuwait Times.  

“Many cafes have shut down indefinitely and 
handed over the premises to the landlord. Their staff 
are working illegally in cafes that surreptitiously 
serve shisha. But we are still respecting the law. 
Some cafes launched their business two or three 
months before the pandemic, and were shut down. 
The majority of these cafes depend on serving 
shisha - serving food and beverages merely com-
plements the main activity, which is shisha,” Delemi 
pointed out. 

“Landlords are demanding rent even though they 
know we have no income. I have to pay KD 14,000 
in monthly rent for my cafes, which is now accumu-
lating. Staff salaries and rent for staff accommoda-
tion are accumulating too. The company’s file at the 
ministry of social affairs is blocked, the license of 
the cafe can’t be renewed, the residencies of the 
employees can’t be renewed, and the fines due to 
the expiry of the license are also accumulating,” he 
complained.  

“We are facing bankruptcy and imprisonment as 
we are not able to pay these huge amounts that are 
accumulating till today. The government should help 
us, as they were all the time encouraging Kuwaitis 
to start small enterprises,” concluded Delemi. 

Owners protest  
continued closure...
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Azerbaijan accused Armenian forces of violating 

a ceasefire, saying it had launched a counter-offen-
sive to “ensure the safety of the population”, using 
tanks, artillery missiles, combat aviation and drones. 
“There are reports of dead and wounded among 
civilians and military servicemen,” Azerbaijan’s for-
eign ministry said. “Extensive damage has been 
inflicted on many homes and civilian infrastructure.” 
Karabakh’s rights ombudsman Artak Beglaryan 
pointed to “civilian casualties”, while Armenia said a 
woman and child were killed. 

Ethnic Armenian separatists seized the Nagorny 
Karabakh region from Baku in a 1990s war that 
claimed 30,000 lives. Talks to resolve one of the 
worst conflicts to emerge from the 1991 collapse of 
the Soviet Union have been largely stalled since a 
1994 ceasefire agreement. France, Russia and the 
United States have mediated peace efforts as the 
“Minsk Group” but the last big push for a peace 
deal collapsed in 2010. 

Azerbaijan’s ally Turkey blamed Yerevan for the 
flare-up and promised Baku its “full support”. “We 
strongly condemn the attack by Armenia against 
Azerbaijan,” Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s 
spokesman Ibrahim Kalin said on Twitter. Russia’s 
Lavrov spoke with his Turkish counterpart Mevlut 
Cavusoglu, Moscow said, stressing “the need to halt 
fire as soon as possible”. The two discussed “Armenia’s 
aggression”, a Turkish diplomatic source said. 

Pope Francis told crowds on Saint Peter’s Square 
he was praying for peace and called for “concrete 
gestures of good will and fraternity” from the war-
ring sides. Political observers said global powers 
should intensify talks to stop the conflict. “We are a 
step away from a large-scale war,” Olesya 
Vartanyan of the International Crisis Group told 
AFP. “One of the main reasons for the current esca-
lation is a lack of any proactive international media-
tion between the sides for weeks,” she added. 

“War is resuming. Time for Russia, France and 
US, individually and jointly, to stop it,” tweeted 
Dmitry Trenin, director of the Carnegie Moscow 
Centre. Karabakh separatist leader, Arayik 
Harutyunyan, accused Ankara of sending mercenar-
ies to Azerbaijan. “We have information that merce-
naries from Turkey and other countries were airlift-
ed to Azerbaijan,” he said. “The Turkish army is 
already in Azerbaijan, under the guise of military 
drills,” he claimed. 

Yesterday morning, Azerbaijan started “active 
bombing” along Karabakh’s frontline including civil-
ian targets and in the main city Stepanakert, 
Karabakh’s presidency said. The rebel defense min-
istry said its troops shot down four Azerbaijani heli-
copters and 15 drones, while Baku denied the 
claims. On Friday, Aliyev accused Armenia of under-
mining Karabakh peace talks.  

In July, heavy clashes along the two countries’ 
shared border - hundreds of kilometres from 
Karabakh - claimed the lives of at least 17 soldiers 
from both sides. Raising the stakes, Azerbaijan at 
the time threatened to strike Armenia’s atomic pow-
er station if Yerevan attacked strategic facilities. 
During the worst recent clashes in April 2016, 
around 110 people were killed. — AFP

Azerbaijan,  
Armenia on...
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rebel commander Mohamed Ali Al-Houthi had 

tweeted on Saturday. Yemen’s Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Al-Hadhrami welcomed the deal as a 
“humanitarian” breakthrough, but also said in a 
tweet that “the government demands the agreement 
is implemented without stalling”. 

Dr Elisabeth Kendall, a researcher at the 
University of Oxford’s Pembroke College, said the 
deal was an “important trust-building measure” 
amid efforts to end the Yemen conflict, but one that 
would create more animosity if it faltered. “This step 
has to be viewed positively, given how polarized the 
warring sides now are and how intractable the con-
flict has become,” she told AFP. “But there are sever-
al reasons to be wary... We have been here several 
times before. Prisoner swaps are agreed, then they 
come to nothing and those impacted end up even 
more frustrated and angry.” 

Sources on both sides had told AFP Saturday that 
a deal had been reached for the prisoner exchange, 

indicating it was to be implemented within two 
weeks. The agreement includes the release of “681 
rebels and 400 government forces (and allies), 
among them 15 Saudis and four Sudanese”, a mem-
ber of the government delegation told AFP.  

The talks began on Sept 18, and had been 
aimed at securing the release of 1,420 prisoners, 
including the brother of Yemeni President 
Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi. Griffiths did not pro-
vide detai ls on which prisoners would be 
exchanged under the agreement reached in Glion. 
But the government official told AFP that the 
release of General Nasser Mansour Hadi from the 
hands of the rebels “has been postponed”.  

The International Committee of the Red Cross 
is to oversee the return of detainees to their fami-
lies. Fabrizio Carboni, head of the ICRC’s Middle 
East and Near East operations, described the 
agreement as “a very positive step”. “This release 
will alleviate the suffering of many detainees and 
many families who have been waiting for so long 
to be reunited,” he said at the Glion ceremony. 
“We are convinced that this release... will con-
tribute to renew solid, valid peace talks.” Tens of 
thousands of people, mostly civilians, have died in 
the Yemen conflict, which has sparked what the 
United Nations calls the world’s worst humanitari-
an crisis. — AFP 

Yemen warring  
sides agree to...
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Barring a huge surprise, Republican senators, who 

have 53 out of 100 votes in the upper house of 
Congress, are expected to confirm Barrett. Senate 
majority leader Mitch McConnell, a Republican, has 
already announced that a vote will be held “this year”. 

If confirmed, Barrett will fill the seat of Ginsburg, 
likely steering the court to the right for years, expand-
ing the current conservative wing’s sometimes shaky 5-
4 advantage to a solid 6-3. Trump has previously filled 
two of the nine seats on the high court. With the liber-
als’ influence waning, the court will likely see a replay 
of some of the biggest judicial disputes in the nation, 
not least abortion rights and the already battered 
Obamacare health care plan.  

More immediately - and even more explosively - a 

quick confirmation of Barrett would tilt the court just as 
fears are growing that the body may have to arbitrate a 
post-election dispute in which either Trump or his 
Democratic opponent Joe Biden refuses to accept the 
result. 

Trump, who is well behind in the polls, has repeated-
ly said he may have to challenge results, alleging -with-
out evidence - that Democrats want a “rigged” election. 
He said this week that the contest is likely to end up in 
the Supreme Court. Senate Judiciary Committee hear-
ings to consider Barrett’s nomination are scheduled to 
begin Oct 12. 

Democrats are furious, given that Trump could lose 
the election, yet still leave a judicial imprint with poten-
tial to last decades. They are especially incensed, given 
that Barrett, 48, is replacing Ginsburg, one of the coun-
try’s biggest feminist icons and a steady ally of the left. 
“Considering the fact that this Supreme Court nominee 
may serve on the court for 30 years, it is nothing short 
of outrageous that they want to approve her in fewer 
than 30 days,” Senator Dick Durbin, the Democratic 
whip, told CNN on Saturday. — AFP 

US Senate will  
‘easily’ confirm...

JENIN: Two decades on from the second 
intifada, Palestinians who grew up in the 
shadow of the uprising find themselves sur-
rounded by physical and political barriers 
with little hope for the future. In Jenin 
refugee camp, in the north of the occupied 
West Bank, the walls are plastered with 
posters showing young Palestinian men 
wearing keffiyeh scarfs around their necks 
and clutching AK-47 assault rifles. Whether 
killed by Israeli forces or jailed, their images 
have faded over the years. 

“When I walk through the camp, I try to 
reconcile my memory with what I see today,” 
said Nidal Naghnaghyeh Turkeman, 48, who 
spent 17 years in prison for his role in the 
uprising. Nidal fought in the ranks of the 
main Palestinian faction Fatah in the first 
intifada (1987 to 1993) which preceded a 
brief optimistic period when the Oslo peace 

accords brought hope of a lasting solution to 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

But by the turn of the century disillusion-
ment had set in and the second intifada broke 
out after right-wing Israeli opposition leader 
Ariel Sharon visited the Al-Aqsa mosque 
compound in annexed east Jerusalem on 
Sept 28, 2000. The move was seen as a 
provocation by Palestinians and violent 
clashes between them and Israeli forces fol-
lowed. The second intifada lasted five years, 
during which attacks were carried out in 
Israel, the Gaza Strip and the West Bank. 

In response Israel reoccupied much of the 
West Bank and began building a separation 
barrier between the two communities that in 
places cuts deep into occupied territory. 
Jenin refugee camp was caught up in the vio-
lence and in 2002 was besieged by Israeli 
forces for more than a month. Turkeman, who 
lost two brothers in the fighting, was jailed 
for his role in an attack shortly after the siege 
which killed six Israeli civilians. 

While reminders of the uprising can be 
seen on the streets of Jenin, such as a for-
mer fighter selling grapes in a wheelchair, 
daily life has changed significantly over the 
past two decades. Israel built the West Bank 

security barrier - which Palestinians call an 
apartheid wall  separating them from 
Jerusalem - saying it was necessary to pre-
vent attacks. In Gaza, the Islamist group 
Hamas took power and the impoverished 
and densely-populated coastal enclave has 
been under a crippling Israeli blockade 
since 2007. 

In Dec 2017, US President Donald Trump 
recognised Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, 
going against international consensus that 
the city’s status can only be defined as part 
of a peace accord. Turkeman’s twin daugh-
ters, Yara and Sara, were born just weeks 
before the siege and saw little of their father 
growing up. “At the start we rejected him. 
We couldn’t find a place for him in our 
hearts,” said Sara, an 18-year-old studying 
IT at university. 

Despite having no memories of the sec-
ond intifada, the twins say their father is still 
viewed as a hero by young Palestinians in 
Jenin. “Today, we are still in the intifada, 
there are attacks every day, people wounded 
and nothing has been solved,” said Sara, her 
sister nodding her head in agreement. “There 
is no future here, the only two options are 
emigration or fighting.” — AFP 

Palestinians face  
bleak future 20  
yrs after intifada 

JERUSALEM: In this file photo taken on Dec 8, 2000, a Palestinian youth holds a 
stone in his bloodstained hand after carrying a dead fellow protester outside the 
Al-Aqsa mosque compound. — AFP  


