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Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: Tower cranes seen at a major construction site in Kuwait City. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Icannot imagine seeing any person -
young or old - walking down the street
without carrying a mobile phone!

Granted no one can do without this device
in our current era - even those who resist
the “mobile” will at least have a basic
device of some sorts. I, along with maybe
a majority of people, am not worried
about adults using smartphones; my worry
is about those who are as young as four or
five all the way to teenagers.

Smartphones are now replacing all
forms of technological devices, and are
equipped with all needed tools and appli-
cations, enabling users to have instant
communications with whoever and wher-
ever, and this exposes our children to
many ills by evil-minded people. 

What we are seeing now is a meaning-
less busy life, social isolation, children’s
“barbarism”, relatives’ ignorance, dimin-
ishing skills, rarity of readers, copying,
lavish spending, lesser devotion and more.
We are seeing parents not talking to their
children, children who cannot tolerate
speaking with their parents, loss of moral
control, nonsensical wishes, new devices,
branded bags and many other negative
issues...all this caused by smartphones and
other devices that have made most of us
stupid and ignorant.

When a father buys his four-year-old a
smartphone, or when a girl in fifth grade
carriers a smartphone that has all social
media applications, it is a tragedy. You the
parent are the one who committed a crime
against your children because they will be
exposed to all that you can imagine and
cannot imagine.

Believe me, your child wil l  not be
deprived if they do not have a smartphone
- the fact is that you are giving them a
correct and sound life. As for mothers,
your preoccupation with your phone will
one day make you sorry for their child-
hood that you did not enjoy.

You will find out that you did not play
with them, or give them the warmth and
feeling of love they deserve. You did not
teach them how to be distinguished per-
sons. Does your child have a skill other
than video games? Do you speak enough
with them? All these characteristics no
longer exist in the mothers of this genera-
tion! Life will be tragic despite the boun-
ties we have as we did not invest in the
devices the right way.

The maximum ambition of our youth is
to have a fancy phone and more virtual
friends. A very large percentage of our
friends in these programs are not known
to us, and we left those who deserve to be
friends behind, along with of course par-
ents, siblings, neighbors, schoolmates,
teachers and relatives.

Please, wake up! Let us get out of our
coma that has lasted for years and its
repercussions have hit our children. Now,
it is not realistic to tell people to drop
their phones - in fact there are those who
would think I am crazy when I ask for
such a thing. But what is realistic is to give
time for family and children - this is the
true joy that God gave us. Make sure to
designate time for being with your chil-
dren to guide them, and visit your loved
ones. Please!

Smart devices:
Mixed blessings
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By Abdellatif Sharaa

In my viewKuwaiti ambassador
delivers credentials to
San Marino leaders
ROME: The State of Kuwait’s Ambassador to Italy
Sheikh Azzam Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah on Friday handed
his credentials as a non-resident ambassador to the
Republic of San Marino to the republic’s two presi-
dents. The Kuwaiti embassy in Italy said in a statement
the two presidents, Alessandro Mancini and Grazia
Zafferani, received the credentials at the supreme

court building in San Marino — with attendance of the
local foreign minister Luca Beccari. The embassy
statement noted that the two presidents, during the
audience, hailed His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, as a unique leader who
had earned unprecedented international designations
for his humanitarian initiatives and wisdom.
Meanwhile, Minister Beccari hailed accreditation of
the second Kuwaiti envoy since establishing relations
with the State of Kuwait, addressing greetings from
the two presidents and the government of the republic
to His Highness the Amir. Moreover, Minister Becarri
wished His Highness the Amir full recovery and mani-
fested cordial and warm sentiments toward the friend-
ly Kuwaiti government and people. — KUNA

Public works minister
to terminate all
expat staff: Report
KUWAIT: Minister of
Public Works and State
Minister for Housing
Affairs Dr Rana Al-
Fares prepares to sign
termination letters for
expatriate employees at
the Ministry of Public
Works, Al-Rai dai ly
reported quoting
informed sources. The
list contains the names
of 400 employees from
various departments,
and hold administrative,
legal and technical posi-
tions. It comes weeks
after the minister had terminated 150 expat min-
istry employees, said the sources who spoke on
the condition of anonymity. 

“The original plan was to terminate expatriate
employees gradually, and the next batch was sup-
posed to happen by year’s end,” the sources said.
“However, the minister decided not to wait and
end expatriate employees’ contracts immediately.”
The 550 employees who were released and
expected to be released make up the entire expat
workforce in the Ministry of Public Works and
Public Authority for Roads and Transportation; or
five percent of the total staff, the sources said.
“Fares eyes full Kuwaitization of her departments’
workforce and allowing national manpower to
bear full responsibility in the coming years,” the
sources explained.

Public Works Minister
Dr Rana Al-Fares

Financial reforms
plan set in motion 
KUWAIT: Kuwait has drawn
up a roadmap for financial
and economic reforms in a bid
to upgrade the country’s sov-
ereign credit rating, a minister
announced. Kuwait’s Supreme
Council for Planning and
Development, in conjunction
with other state bodies
including the finance ministry
and the central bank, has been
tasked with forming this plan,
Minister of State for
Economic Affairs Mariam Al-
Aqeel said in a statement on Thursday. A vital component
of the plan is proper legislation ensuring that such reforms
are sustainable and effective, said the minister, who empha-
sized that a better sovereign rating for a country “invariably
means greater investment and lower borrowing costs.” The
minister pinpointed the sharp drop in oil prices and the
coronavirus pandemic as factors that have led to more
“financial strain,” saying that long-term economic growth
largely hinges on unimpeded reforms. Careful assessment
and rigorous planning would pave the way for reforms,
subsequently improving Kuwait’s sovereign credit rating
profile, added the minister. — KUNA

Economic Affairs Minister
Mariam Al-Aqeel

ROME: Kuwait’s Ambassador to Italy Sheikh Azzam Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah (second from left) in a group photo with
San Marino officials. — KUNA

KHARTOUM: Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS)
hosted a fun day at an orphanage in Khartoum,
Sudan on Friday. KRCS workers distributed gifts to
150 children during the event that took place as part
of the charity organization’s humanitarian mission to
flood-stricken areas in Sudan. — KUNA


