
NEW YORK: Marco Gonzales pitched eight score-
less innings and the host Seattle Mariners defeated the
Houston Astros 6-1 Monday night, allowing the idle
Oakland Athletics to clinch the American League West
title. Mariners rookie Evan White hit a three-run
homer, his seventh of the season, while Gonzales (7-2),
a left-hander who was 0-5 with a 7.22 ERA in eight
previous appearances against the Astros, allowed sev-
en hits, walked one and struck out six. It was just
Seattle’s third victory in 27 games against Houston
over the past two seasons. The Mariners (24-30), who
played their previous five “home” games in San
Francisco and San Diego because of hazardous air
quality due to wildfires in the Pacific Northwest, pulled
within three games of the Astros (27-27) for second
place in the AL West. The Astros hold the tiebreaker,
however, because they’ve already clinched the season
series between the teams.

Reds 6, Brewers 3
Eugenio Suarez hit a go-ahead, two-run homer in

the sixth inning and Luis Castillo won his fourth
straight start as host Cincinnati continued its late-sea-
son surge by defeating Milwaukee. In what was an
early pitcher’s duel between Castillo (4-5) and
Milwaukee’s Brandon Woodruff (2-5), all of the game’s
runs were scored on homers. The Brewers’ Jedd
Gyorko went deep in the fifth, but Suarez put
Cincinnati (28-27) ahead 2-1 with his long ball an
inning later. Curt Casali added a solo home run in the
eighth, and Mike Moustakas’ three-run blast put the
game out of reach later in the frame for the Reds, who
have won eight of nine to move above .500 for the first
time since Opening Day. Jace Peterson hit a two-run
homer for Milwaukee in the ninth.

Braves 5, Marlins 4
Third baseman Austin Riley had a crucial run-scor-

ing double and made a late game-saving defensive play

to help Atlanta hang on to defeat visiting Miami and
trim its magic number to win the National League East
to three. Riley doubled home two runs to cap a four-
run first inning and put the Braves ahead to stay after
the Marlins scored three runs in the top of the inning.
He helped save the game with his glove in the eighth
when he snared a 110-mph liner from Starling Marte
with the bases loaded to preserve the lead. The Marlins
scored three times in the first inning on RBI singles
from Aguilar, Brian Anderson and Garrett Cooper.

Rays 2, Mets 1
Nate Lowe hit the decisive solo homer, and six

Tampa Bay pitchers combined on a four-hitter to move
closer to clinching the American League East with a
win over host New York. The win by the Rays, coupled
with an 11-5 loss by the second-place New York
Yankees to the Toronto Blue Jays, reduced Tampa
Bay’s magic number for clinching the division to one.
The Mets (24-30) edged closer to being eliminated
from playoff contention after wasting another brilliant
outing by two-time reigning NL Cy Young Award win-
ner Jacob deGrom, who took the loss despite tying a
career high by striking out 14 over seven innings.

Royals 4, Cardinals 1
Maikel Franco drove in two runs and scored a third

run as host Kansas City defeated St Louis. Josh
Staumont (2-1) picked up the win for the Royals.
Staumont threw two innings of hitless relief. Greg
Holland picked up his sixth save in as many chances.
Adam Wainwright (5-2) took the loss after running
into trouble in the sixth. The inning began with the
game tied at 1-1, but he threw 32 pitches and allowed
two runs in that inning before leaving with two outs
and the bases loaded.

Rockies 7, Giants 2
German Marquez pitched six one-run innings for

his first win since Aug. 4, and visiting Colorado scored
early and often against San Francisco ace Johnny
Cueto en route to a critical victory in the opener of a
four-game series. Marquez (3-6) was staked to a 2-0
lead before even taking the mound, then took a three-
hit shutout into the bottom of the fifth inning, by which
time the advantage had expanded to 7-0. He allowed
five hits with one walk and three strikeouts in his sec-
ond victory of the season over the Giants. Cueto
balked home a run in the fourth to make it 4-0 before
the Rockies busted the game open with a three-run
fifth. Cueto was charged with seven runs. He walked
three and struck out four.

Nationals 5, Phillies 1
Asdrubal Cabrera and Brock Holt had two hits

apiece, Juan Soto walked twice and host Washington
took advantage of three errors to defeat Philadelphia.
Nationals starter Anibal Sanchez gave up four hits and
one run in five innings. Sanchez (3-5) struck out six,
walked four and threw 105 pitches. Washington won
its second game in a row while the Phillies dropped
their second straight. Rookie Alec Bohm reached base
three times with a single, walk and a hit by pitch for
the Phillies. Philadelphia starter Zack Wheeler (4-1)
tossed 113 pitches in 5 2/3 innings and allowed five hits
and three runs, two earned.

Blue Jays 11, Yankees 5
Rookie catcher Alejandro Kirk was 4-for-4 with a

double and a home run, Vladimir Guerrero Jr. had a
triple and two doubles with three RBIs, and Toronto
blasted visiting New York at Buffalo. Kirk entered the
opener of a four-game series with two singles in 10
major league at-bats in five games, but left hitting .429
with his first career homer. Randal Grichuk added a
solo homer and two RBIs for Toronto. Mike Tauchman
had a three-run double for the Yankees. Starter
Michael King (1-2) allowed five runs, five hits and one

walk with six strikeouts in 2 2/3 innings.

Cubs 5, Pirates 0
Visiting Chicago scored all its runs with two outs to

back a combined four-hitter in a shutout win over low-
ly Pittsburgh. Kyle Schwarber doubled twice, including
a two-run shot in the eighth, for the Cubs, who ended
a two-game slide. Jon Lester (3-2) was perfect
through three and pitched six scoreless innings.
Pittsburgh has lost 13 of its past 14. Chicago third
baseman Kris Bryant left in the second because of
right lower oblique tightness. He took an awkward
swing and received brief medical attention, then
grounded out. He was later replaced by David Bote in
the bottom of the third inning.

Indians 7, White Sox 4
Carlos Santana belted a go-ahead two-run homer

and Jose Ramirez went deep for the fifth time in five
games to lift host Cleveland past Chicago. The
Indians, who have won four of their past five games,
can clinch a postseason berth with another win
Tuesday over the White Sox. Cesar Hernandez hit an
RBI single in the second inning and scored on Franmil
Reyes’ sacrifice fly in the seventh for the Indians. Eloy
Jimenez launched a two-run homer and Jose Abreu
had a two-run single for the White Sox, who fell to 2-
5 versus Cleveland this season. Chicago saw its lead
atop the American League Central trimmed to 1 1/2
games over Minnesota.

Angels 8, Rangers 5
Jared Walsh hit a grand slam to highlight a seven-

run fourth inning, and Los Angeles took three of four
from Texas with the victory in Anaheim, Calif. Walsh, a
rookie first baseman, is hitting .375 in September with
eight home runs and 23 RBIs. Isiah Kiner-Falefa and
Derek Dietrich homered, and Nick Solak had three
hits and scored twice for the Rangers. — Reuters
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Jaan Roose performs during the longest slackline walk in Tartu, Estonia. — Photo taken from www.redbullcon-
tentpool.com

Jordan buys NASCAR 
team, Bubba Wallace 
to be driver
LOS ANGELES: Basketball icon Michael Jordan
announced Monday he has purchased a NASCAR
Cup series charter team and recruited trailblazing
black driver Bubba Wallace to race for the new out-
fit next season. Jordan, widely regarded to be the
greatest player in NBA history with an estimated
net worth of $1.6 billion, will be the majority owner
in the new franchise with veteran racer Denny
Hamlin as minority partner.

“Growing up in North Carolina, my parents
would take my brothers, sisters and me to races,
and I’ve been a NASCAR fan my whole life,” Jordan
said in a statement. “The opportunity to own my
own racing team in partnership with my friend
Denny Hamlin, and to have Bubba Wallace driving
for us is very exciting for me.” Jordan, who also
owns the Charlotte Hornets NBA team, said he
hoped his ownership could bring new audiences to
the white-dominated world of NASCAR and boost

involvement of minorities. “Historically, NASCAR
has struggled with diversity and there have been
few black owners,” Jordan said.

“The timing seemed perfect as NASCAR is evolv-
ing and embracing social change more and more. In
addition to the recent commitment and donations I
have made to combat systemic racism, I see this as a
chance to educate a new audience and open more
opportunities for black people in racing.” Wallace,
the only black driver in NASCAR, will spearhead the
team behind the wheel. The 26-year-old had con-
firmed earlier this month that he would not race again
for Richard Petty Motorsports. Wallace has spoken
out against racism repeatedly this year in the wake of
George Floyd’s killing in Minneapolis, and in June
called on NASCAR chiefs to ban the Confederate
flag from racetracks used on the circuit.

The flag has long been a staple at NASCAR tracks
in the sport’s southern US heartlands, but it remains a
symbol of slavery and racism for many. NASCAR lat-
er banned displays of the flag at its races. Wallace
was involved in controversy in June, after his team
reported that a noose had been found hanging in the
team garage at Talladega Superspeedway. A subse-
quent investigation by the FBI determined Wallace
had not been the victim of a hate crime and that the
noose was a pull-down rope on a garage door that
had been there since 2019. — AFP 

A’s clinch division after Astros’ loss
Rockies down Giants; Royals beat Cardinals 4-1

Two in custody in 
Tour de France 
doping probe
MARSEILLE: French police detained two people
on Monday as part of an investigation into sus-
pected doping at this year’s Tour de France in the
Arkea-Samsic team, prosecutors announced. The
probe is the first significant one in several years for
the repeatedly scandal-hit tour which wrapped up
on Sunday in Paris with a victory for 21-year-old
Tadej Pogacar, who became the youngest winner
in more than a century.  

In a statement, prosecutor Dominique Laurens
in the southern city of Marseille said that an inves-
tigation was being carried out into a “small part”
of Arkea-Samsic, without specifying who had been
placed in custody. Laurens added that the two
people had “many health products including drugs
in their personal belongings, but also and above all

a method that can be qualified as doping”. The
general manager of the French team, Emmanuel
Hubert, told AFP he was supporting his riders.

“But if it turned out that at the end of the cur-
rent investigation, elements came to confirm the
truth of doping practices, the team would immedi-
ately dissociate itself from such acts and would
take the necessary measures without delay,” he
said. A source familiar with the matter told AFP
that the searches had targeted several riders
including Colombia’s Dayer Quintana, brother of
team leader and former Giro d’Italia winner Nairo
Quintana, as well as members of the medical team.
French daily Le Parisien reported that the two in
custody were a doctor and physiotherapist.

The probe will come as a huge disappoint-
ment to organizers just a day after positive head-
lines about the against-the-odds organization of
the race and the last-minute drama that saw
Pogacar seize victory on his first Tour de France.
Many had predicted the Covid-19 pandemic
would prevent the riders making it the 3,400
kilometers from the Mediterranean city of Nice
to the French capital. — AFP 

stc celebrates
Amir Cup 
championship
KUWAIT: stc, the official sponsor of the
Kuwaiti Football Association (KFA) and
its initiatives for the 2019-2020 period,
celebrated the most exclusive football
championship in Kuwait, the “Amir Cup”,
held under the patronage of His Highness
the Amir. The Minister of Information and
Minister of State for Youth Affairs, His
Excellency Mohammad Al-Jabri
(Attending on behalf of the Amir), speaker
of the Kuwaiti National Assembly,
Marzouq Al-Ghanim, CEO of stc, engi-
neer Maziad Bin Nasser Alharbi, and
president of KFA, Sheikh Ahmed Youssef
Al-Sabah, concluded the Amir Cup with
an honoring ceremony after the final
match, in recognition of an exciting and
challenging season.

As the official sponsor of the Amir Cup,
representatives from the Kuwait

Telecommunications Company in Kuwait,
stc, led by Alharbi, participated in the
crowning of the Al-Arabi Club as champi-
ons of the Cup, after winning the final
match against Kuwait Sporting Club with a
score of 2-1 in favor of Al-Arabi. Kazma
Sporting Club players were also honored
for taking third place in the Amir Cup.

On this occasion, Alharbi presented a
painting by local artist Abrar Al-Zankawi
from the team at stc to HE Mohammad Al-
Jabri who accepted the token of apprecia-
tion on behalf of HH the Amir of Kuwait.
Engineer Maziad Bin Nasser Alharbi, CEO
of stc, expressed his happiness for the
ongoing role stc has played as an official
sponsor of the KFA championships. He
pointed out that the Amir Cup holds a spe-
cial place in the heart, especially bearing
the name of HH the Amir as a supporter of
this great tournament.

Alharbi praised the diligent efforts
made by KFA president, Sheikh Ahmed
Youssef Al-Sabah, and the members of the
association, to organize the local football
season, and achieve the expected success-
ful outcome witnessed during the closing
ceremony of this widely viewed and fol-
lowed championship in Kuwait. He added

that stc’s sponsorship of the Amir Cup
stems from the basic values the Company
draws on which include promoting fair and
positive competition, good sportsmanship,
ethical principles, and integrity, values that
apply to all aspects of life. 

Alharbi said, “We are proud of the role
we are playing in driving and supporting a
sport that is not only popular and widely
followed in Kuwait, but the world. stc will
continue to support various sporting initia-
tives, especially tournaments and sports
that promote healthy competition and
good sportsmanship. We firmly believe
that participating in competitive sports and
fitness activities aids in building character,
developing morals, and promoting a
healthier lifestyle through frequent exer-
cise, a belief that we also encourage
amongst our work teams.”

Alharbi added, “stc will continue its
efforts in supporting the local sports com-
munity and other physical activities, firmly
believing in the added value and benefits
such initiatives bring to the younger gener-
ation. Promoting a healthier and active
lifestyle is a priority that we not only
encourage the younger generation to
adapt, but also the work teams within the

Company.” He concluded, “In line with our
digital transformation strategy, we aim to
continue developing innovative communi-
cation solutions and platforms that com-
plement the strength of our 5G networks,
serving the entertainment needs of our
individual and corporate customers. 

stc is keen to support and encourage
pioneering projects and activities across
various sectors, which definitely includes

the sports industry.” It is worth mentioning
through its influential and supporting role
in the local sports scene, stc aims to
actively be engaged in activities that
encourage individuals of all ages and
nationalities to adopt a healthier lifestyle.
This dynamic runs parallel to one of the
Company’s social responsibility pillars,
which promotes health awareness and
practicing regular physical activities. 


