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News in brief

Marseille salvage draw 

PARIS: Olympique de Marseille needed a late goal
from substitute Valere Germain, an excellent per-
formance from goalkeeper Steve Mandanda and
some help from the woodwork to salvage a 1-1
draw at home to Lille in Ligue 1 on Sunday. The
visitors dominated the first half and finally went
ahead two minutes after the restart when Luiz
Araujo collected a pass from Jonathan Bamba, cut
inside his marker and slotted a low shot into the far
corner. Mandanda then made key saves from
Araujo and Jonathan David while Burak Yilmaz and
Araujo also hit the woodwork in a spell of intense
Lille pressure. But Lille sat back in the closing min-
utes and paid the price when Germain equalised
from a corner with five minutes remaining. Lille,
fifth in the standings, remained unbeaten after four
games with eight points while Marseille are one
point behind in seventh. —Reuters

Gundogan tests positive 

LONDON: Manchester City midfielder Ilkay
Gundogan has tested positive for COVID-19, the
Premier League club said yesterday, making him the
third player in the squad to return a positive test in
recent weeks. City winger Riyad Mahrez and defend-
er Aymeric Laporte previously tested positive for the
novel coronavirus earlier this month. “Ilkay is now
observing a 10-day period of self-isolation in accor-
dance with Premier League and UK Government
protocol on quarantine,” the club said in a statement.
Gundogan is likely to miss three matches for City
while he self-isolates, including yesterday’s league
clash against Wolverhampton Wanderers, Thursday’s
League Cup tie against Bournemouth and Sunday’s
league game against Leicester City. —Reuters

Palmeiras remain unbeaten 

PORTO ALEGRE: A stoppage time goal from Ferreira
won a point for Gremio at home to Palmeiras on
Sunday and prevented the Sao Paulo club from moving
into third spot in Brazil’s Serie A table. Raphael Veiga
scored with 19 minutes remaining to give Palmeiras the
lead but Ferreira’s late header left honours even.
Palmeiras have now gone 17 matches unbeaten.
Palmeiras, who are still the only undefeated team in the
league after 10 rounds of matches, are now in fourth
place, three points behind leaders Atletico Mineiro.
Gremio, who have won only once in their last seven
games, are five points behind in 11th place.  —Reuters

Santos draw at Botafogo

RIO DE JANEIRO: Santos could not turn their dominance
into goals as they shared the points with Botafogo in a 0-
0 draw in Rio de Janeiro. The visitors had the lion’s share
of the possession and 14 shots on goal to Botafogo’s three,
but profligacy and a fine performance from Gatito in the
Botafogo goal helped the home side to a point that
extended their winless streak to seven games. Santos
remain in seventh place in the Serie A table with 15 points,
six points behind leaders Atletico Mineiro, while Botafogo
are third from bottom with 10 points. —Reuters

Delhi edge out Kings XI

NEW DELHI: Australia’s Marcus Stoinis smashed a
whirlwind half-century as Delhi Capitals edged out
Kings XI Punjab in a super-over thriller after the sec-
ond match of the Indian Premier League ended in a
tie on Sunday. Stoinis proved his worth for Delhi, who
brought the all-rounder in the December auction,
with his 21-ball 53 to lift the side to 157 for eight after
being put into bat in Dubai. Mayank Agarwal nearly
trumped the batting blitz with his 89 off 60 balls as
Punjab closed in on their target but Stoinis claimed
two wickets on successive balls in the final over to
take the match into a super over. —AFP

LOS ANGELES: Anthony Davis drained a three-
pointer as time expired to seal the Los Angeles
Lakers’ 105-103 victory over the Denver Nuggets
Sunday for a 2-0 lead in the NBA Western
Conference finals. “People talk about (I’ve) never
been in this moment before, pressure, am I ready for
it,” Davis said. “I want to take those shots.” 

Davis scored 31 points and pulled down nine
rebounds, and LeBron James added 11 rebounds as
the Lakers turned back the determined Nuggets-
who had taken a 103-102 lead on Nikola Jokic’s
driving basket with 20.8 seconds remaining. Jokic
scored 11 straight points for the Nuggets down the
stretch, finishing with 30 points, six rebounds and
nine assists to lead Denver.

Jamal Murray added 25 points, and the Nuggets
battled in a furious fourth quarter but finally came
up short. Davis and Jokic traded baskets down the
stretch, Jokic tipping in a miss from teammate
Murray to put the Nuggets up 101-100 with 31.8
seconds left, only for Davis to answer at the other
end. After Jokic scored to put the Nuggets ahead
by one again, the Lakers’ Alex Caruso missed a
three-pointer, and Murray blocked a shot by
Danny Green, giving the Lakers a chance to
inbound the ball.

Rajon Rondo found Davis, and the All-Star for-
ward drained the game-winner over Jokic. The
Lakers will try to take a 3-0 lead in the best-of-sev-
en series on Tuesday in the NBA’s quarantine bub-
ble in Orlando, Florida. James powered the Lakers
early, scoring Los Angeles’ first 12 points. But the
rest of the Lakers warmed up and Los Angeles put

together an 18-3 scoring run that included a galva-
nizing dunk from Caruso. The Lakers pushed the
lead to as many as 16 points in the second quarter,
but the Nuggets never surrendered.

Special moment for Davis
Murray scored nine of his 25 points in a Nuggets

surge that spanned the third and fourth quarters. His
reverse layup gave Denver an 87-86 lead with 7:26
left in the fourth quarter-the Nuggets’ first lead
since the first quarter. “We put the effort, we put the
fight,” Jokic said. “Maybe we lost the game, but I
think we played well. “Most of the game we were
down, but we came back again, so we’re going to
keep our heads up and (go) on to the next one.” For
Davis, the game-winner was a career moment for a
player who sought a trade from the New Orleans
Pelicans so he would have a chance to challenge for
an NBA title.

“Special moment for a special player,” James
said. “It’s not about making the shot, it’s about
having the belief of just taking it, and living with
the result. “You’re not going to make them all.
Tonight was his moment-Rondo was able to find
him and he knocked it down-big-time play.” The
only thing that might have made it better, both
James and Davis said, was if the big shot had come
at Staples Center before a packed house of Lakers
fans instead of in the bubble where only some
friends and family of players are in attendance. “I
wish we were playing at Staples,” James said. “I
miss our fans so much. I would have loved for him
to have that moment.” —AFP

Davis scores 31 points and pulled down 9 rebounds

Davis’ buzzer-beating 3 lifts 
Lakers over Denver Nuggets

FLORIDA: PJ Dozier #35 of the Denver Nuggets and Jerami Grant #9 of the Denver Nuggets defend
LeBron James #23 of the Los Angeles Lakers during the fourth quarter in Game Two of the Western
Conference Finals on September 20, 2020. —AFP

False ‘age 41’ claim 
held back my 
career: Minala
SHANGHAI: Joseph Minala does not wish to dwell on the
bizarre age claim which propelled him into the headlines in
2014, but there is just no getting away from it. “It held back
my career and is (still) holding back my career,” the
Cameroonian tells AFP. Minala was a budding star at Italian
giants Lazio when a report out of Senegal claimed that he
was not aged 17, as he said, but 41.

The allegation gained traction because Minala’s rugged
appearance and well-developed physique made him look sig-
nificantly older. He was subjected to cruel ridicule on social
media. But Italy’s football association conducted an investiga-
tion and concluded that he was telling the truth. Minala
turned 24 last month and is now playing in the Chinese Super
League, but the midfielder says that he cannot shake off the
stigma. “I had opportunities at some clubs (to move there),
but I think it didn’t happen because of this business,” he said.

“This is an image that some people unfortunately have of
me,” Minala added. “I had the opportunity to go to France, I
had the opportunity to go to Paris Saint-Germain at the time...
but it didn’t happen.”  Speaking by telephone from Suzhou,
where his new team Qingdao Huanghai are playing in a ‘bub-
ble’ to thwart the coronavirus, Minala said: “I would have had
a different career (without this controversy). “Sometimes

people prefer to ignore that I’m a good player and only point
out that aspect of me.”

Begging to go home   
Minala’s agent at the time explained that Minala looked

older because of his difficult back story, which includes a
spell in an Italian care home. The player was spotted as a tal-
ented youngster in Cameroon, and a former player who was
also an agent promised him a trial at AC Milan. His parents
spent “a lot of money” to finance the trip to Italy, but after
arriving the 14-year-old Minala found himself stranded at a
Rome train station. “I was told that people were coming to
pick me up for the trial but I waited an hour, an hour-and-a-
half, and still no one was there,” he said.

“I only knew two words of Italian. I was abandoned at the
station with my two suitcases and a mobile phone without a SIM
card in it. “In the end, it was a scam that I never understood.” Not
knowing what to do, Minala went to a police station. “I didn’t
know anyone, I didn’t know where to go, I wanted to tell my sto-
ry to the police and return to my country,” he recalled. “But since
I was an unaccompanied minor, they took me to a hospital for
tests, then to a social welfare centre and I was enrolled in an
Italian school. “This is where my adventure began.”

‘People thought I’d go crazy’   
Minala lived in the housing centre with other youths and

it was there that he trained to do another job in case his
football dreams failed to materialize. “I’m good at baking.
Maybe after football, I’ll open a bakery, you never know,”
he laughed. Mino Raiola, the high-profile agent who repre-
sents Paul Pogba and a slew of other stars, spotted Minala

playing in amateur football in the Rome region and took
him south to Napoli. 

After one year as a youth player at Napoli there was
interest from Juventus, AC Milan and Inter Milan, he says, but
in 2013 he joined Lazio’s under-19 squad. It was a year later
that the claims were made about his age and he then made
several loan moves, notably to Bari and Salernitana in Italy’s
second tier. At the start of this year he moved to Qingdao on
loan, but the coronavirus pandemic delayed his debut until
last month.  —AFP

SUZHOU: Qingdao Huanghai’s Joseph Minala (center)
fights for the ball during the Chinese Super League
football match (CSL) between Shanghai SIPG and
Qingdao Huanghai in Suzhou in China’s eastern
Jiangsu province. —AFP

Top seeds Djokovic, 
Halep cruise into 
Italian Open finals
ROME: Top seeds Novak Djokovic and Simona Halep
both advanced to the finals of the Italian Open on
Sunday as fans returned to the stands at the Foro
Italico for the first time. World number one Djokovic
beat Norway’s Casper Ruud 7-5, 6-3 and will play
Argentine Diego Schwartzman for his fifth Rome title.
Top women’s seed Simona Halep reached a third final
where she faces defending champion Karolina
Pliskova for a trophy the Romanian narrowly missed
out on in 2017 and 2018. 

Djokovic had been on a collision course for anoth-
er final showdown with Nadal a week before the
French Open at Roland Garros. But Schwartzman
eliminated the nine-time Rome winner in the quarter-
finals, and booked his ticket to the final with a 6-4, 5-
7, 7-6 (7/4) win over Canadian Denis Shapovalov.

“Of course, you know, with Nadal in the finals and
without Nadal in the finals makes a big difference,”

said Djokovic, who has played five of his nine finals
against Nadal in Rome. “So it’s going to be strange
not facing him, but at the same time, I won’t underes-
timate anybody that steps on the court against me
tomorrow.” The Serb can win a record 36th Masters
title on Monday. He is currently tied on 35 with Nadal.
Of his four titles in Rome his last was in 2015, with
three lost finals in 2016, 2017 and 2019. 

Top women’s seeds clash
World number two Halep ousted Garbine

Muguruza 6-3, 4-6, 6-4 to meet second seed Pliskova
who eased past fellow Czech Marketa Vondrousova
6-2, 6-4. “Thank God I don’t play (Elina) Svitolina,
because I lost two times against her,” joked Halep of
the Ukrainian she twice fell to in the final. Wimbledon
champion Halep held off a fightback from her Spanish
rival. After pulling level at a set all, the ninth seed
slumped to 5-1 down in the third, before pulling out a
string of winners to draw the match back to 4-5. 

Serving to stay in the match, though, she hit suc-
cessive double faults to hand Halep victory. Halep
extended her winning streak this season to 13 consec-
utive victories, with her last defeat coming against
Muguruza in the Australian Open. She won the Dubai
title in February, before the coronavirus lockdown,

coming back to claim victory in Prague last month
having skipped the US Open. Italy’s government from
Sunday allowed up to 1,000 spectators at open-air
sports events for the first time since the coronavirus
lockdown. “That definitely was nice to have some
people out there,” said Pliskova. “It felt super empty,
like super lonely.” —AFP

ROME: Serbia’s Novak Djokovic plays a backhand to
Norway’s Casper Ruud during their semi final match
of the Men’s Italian Open at Foro Italico in Rome on
September 20, 2020.  —AFP

Pirlo off to dream 
start as Juve open 
bid for 10th title
MILAN: Andrea Pirlo got his coaching career off to a
winning start as Juventus launched their bid for a 10th
consecutive league title with a 3-0 win over
Sampdoria on Sunday. Swedish debutant Dejan
Kulusevski opened the scoring after 13 minutes in
Turin with Leonardo Bonucci adding a second on 78
minutes and Cristiano Ronaldo a late third. The match
was played in front of 1,000 spectators as Serie A sta-
diums reopened on Sunday to a limited number of fans
after a seven-month coronavirus lockdown.

Pirlo could not have hoped for a better start to his
coaching career having taken over from Maurizio Sarri
this summer. The win against Sampdoria, coached by
veteran Claudio Ranieri, came just days after the former
Italy and Juventus star received his coaching diploma.
“It will take time to put together the mode of play, but I
will not copy and paste,” warned the 41-year-old. “I will

take inspiration from teams that have impressed - there
was little time, the lads returned from the national
teams, we only worked together for a week.  “Today
and already with (the friendly against) Novara we have
seen something, it will take time. We lack players but
we’re trying to do the best with what we have.”
Juventus handed debuts to new signing Weston
McKennie and Kulusevski, who joined from Atalanta in
January before immediately returning to Parma on loan.
Kulusevski curled in the first goal in a move started by
Ronaldo, who hit the bar minutes later.

But it was not until the last quarter of an hour that
the champions finally killed off the game they dominat-
ed, with Aaron Ramsey missing a chance for a fourth
late. “I am very disappointed, I didn’t expect such an
opaque performance from my side,” said Ranieri. “We
were timid, fearful. Juventus were hungry, we were
not.” Juventus next head to Roma next week after the
side from the capital were held to a goalless draw in
their opener on Saturday, before hosting Napoli, 2-0
winners this weekend against Parma.

Osimhen inspires Napoli 
Victor Osimhen proved decisive on his Serie A

debut inspiring Napoli as they target a return to

Champions League football having finished seventh last
season. After a barren first hour in Emilia Romagna,
Osimhen came off the bench to provide an electric
shock for Gennaro Gattuso’s side. Dries Mertens and
Lorenzo Insigne scored both goals after his arrival
which were set up by Mexican Hirving Lozano. 

“Oshimen at this moment has an extra gear,” said
Gattuso of the 21-year-old who Napoli paid Lille a
club record 80 million euros ($94.6 million) for this
summer. “He’s a serious lad who does not forget where
he comes from, he lost his parents as a child, he is a
young man with the head of a 40-year-old.” The deci-
sive tactical switch lifted Napoli from zero opportuni-
ties to six, with two goals, and as many near misses.

Just after his introduction, Osimhen picked up a
Lozano cross to force a poor clearance from Parma
defender Simone Iacoponi into the path of Mertens
who finished after 63 minutes. Insigne hit the post
before he made it 2-0 after 77 minutes, to hand Parma,
11th last season, a first defeat on front of their new
owner US billionaire Kyle Krause who purchased a 90
percent stake in the club during the week. Genoa
kicked off their campaign with a 4-0 win at home
against promoted Crotone with Sassuolo and Cagliari
settling for a 1-1 draw. —AFP


