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CALIFORNIA: Mitch Moreland’s bloop
double down the left-field line scored
Manny Machado with the go-ahead run
in the top of the 11th inning Sunday as
the San Diego Padres clinched their
first National League playoff berth in
14 years with a 7-4 victory over the
Seattle Mariners at Petco Park. Wil
Myers hit a three-run homer for the
Padres (34-20), who captured at least a
wild-card berth. Right-hander Trevor
Rosenthal (1-0) got the victory with
two innings of relief. Mariners right-
hander Casey Sadler (1-1) took the loss.
The Mariners (23-30) were considered
the home team after the three-game
series  was moved to San Diego
because of hazardous air conditions in
the Pacific Northwest due to wildfires.

Red Sox 10, Yankees 2
Michael Chavis homered in consecu-

tive at-bats and rookie Tanner Houck
pitched six innings of one-hit ball as
host Boston ended a 12-game losing
streak to rival New York with an easy
win at Fenway Park. The Yankees saw
their first 10-game winning streak since
June 2012 halted. New York missed a
chance at clinching a playoff spot on its
own but booked its spot in the postsea-
son a few hours later when the Seattle
Mariners lost to the San Diego Padres.
The Red Sox beat the Yankees for the
first time since Sept 6, 2019, as Chavis
recorded his third career multi-homer
game after entering the game hitless in
his previous 14 at-bats.

Astros 3, Diamondbacks 2
George Springer hit a pair of solo

home runs and Carlos Correa delivered
a redemptive sacrifice fly in the eighth
inning as Houston won the rubber match
of its three-game interleague series with
Arizona at Minute Maid Park. Astros
closer Ryan Pressly notched his 12th
save with a perfect 14-pitch ninth. Left-
hander Blake Taylor (2-1), the third
pitcher of the game for Houston, earned
the win in relief. Diamondbacks left-
hander Madison Bumgarner recorded
his first scoreless outing of the season.
Bumgarner allowed two hits across the
first three batters he faced before set-
tling into a groove and retiring five con-
secutive batters.

Indians 7, Tigers 4
Jose Ramirez hit two home runs and

Carlos Carrasco tossed seven shutout
innings as Cleveland took three of four
from host Detroit to tighten its hold on
the first American League wild-card
slot. The Indians broke a scoreless tie
in the top of the fifth, scoring three
runs. The first run came on an RBI sin-
gle to lef t  by Jordan Luplow, then
Delino DeShields added a two-out,
two-run s ingle to make i t  3-0.
Cleveland chased Detroit  starter
Matthew Boyd in  the s ixth when
Ramirez lined a two-run home run to
left  for  a 5-0 lead. Carrasco (3-4)

struck out 11, allowed just one hit and
walked three in seven innings of work,
throwing a season-high 109 pitches.

Orioles 2, Rays 1
Renato Nunez banged out an early

two-run s ingle whi le  starter  John
Means struck out  12  in  just  5 2/3
innings as Baltimore defeated visiting
Tampa Bay. Baltimore’s victory pre-
vented Tampa Bay from pulling a sweep
of the rare five-game series. The Rays
won the first four-limiting Baltimore to
just a run in three of them-before the
Orioles took the final game. Means (2-
3) gave up just one run on three hits.
The lef t-hander struck out  seven
straight batters between the first and
third innings. He also struck out the
side in the fourth, sandwiched around a
homer by Willy Adames.

Reds 7, White Sox 3
Arist ides Aquino hi t  a  two-run

homer in the fifth inning and had an RBI
during Cincinnati’s five-run fourth as
the host Reds took advantage of 11
walks by Chicago pitchers. It  took
some time, but the Reds made Chicago
starter Dylan Cease (5-3) pay for his
wildness. In a strange circumstance,
Cease did not allow a hit while pitching
into the fourth, but he walked seven
and left after issuing free passes to the
first three batters of his final inning-all
would score. For Chicago (34-19), star
shortstop Tim Anderson exited in the
seventh inning with a reported ham-
string injury.

Braves 7, Mets 0
Kyle Wright turned in his best career

start, and Ronald Acuna Jr homered and
drove in four runs to lift Atlanta over
host New York. Wright, Will  Smith,
Chris Martin and Mark Melancon com-
bined on a three-hit shutout for the
National League East-leading Braves,
who won seven of 10 in the season
series vs. the Mets. In his seventh start
this season, Wright (2-4) retired 19 of
20 batters he faced in 6 1/3 outstanding
innings. He surrendered just a two-out
double to Wilson Ramos in the third
inning and a one-out walk to J.D. Davis
in the seventh that chased him.

Rockies 6, Dodgers 3
Antonio Senzatela pitched into the

seventh inning, Josh Fuentes had three
hits, and Colorado beat Los Angeles in
Denver to win i ts  home f inale .
Senzatela (5-2) followed up the first
complete game of his career with 6 1/3
solid innings against the NL West-
leading Dodgers. He gave up one run
on three hits and struck out three.
Mychal Givens earned his first save for
the Rockies, who f inished 12-18 at
Coors Field. Zach McKinstry doubled
in the third inning for his first major
league hit and added a single in the
ninth for L.A., which saw its five-game
winning streak snapped.

Twins 4, Cubs 0
Jose Berrios pitched six scoreless

innings, Max Kepler went 3 for 5 with a
double, a homer and three RBIs, and
Minnesota shut  out  host  Chicago.
Minnesota won the finale of the three-
game series and finished its extended
stay in Chicago at 3-4. The Twins start-
ed the trip with a four-game set against
the White Sox. The Cubs dropped their
second straight game after winning the
previous five. The right-hander Berrios
(5-3) extended his unbeaten streak to
six starts. He scattered four hits across
his six innings while walking one and
striking out four. Cubs right-hander Yu
Darvish (7-3) gave up four runs on nine
hits in six innings. He walked one and
struck out nine.

Cardinals 2, Pirates 1
Yadier Molina’s two-run homer in

the seventh inning gave visit ing St
Louis  i ts  fourth stra ight  win over
Pittsburgh and allowed the Cardinals to
remain in playoff contention. St Louis
won the final four games of the five-
game series and maintained a one-
game lead over Mi lwaukee and
Cincinnat i  in  the chase for  second
place, and therefore a guaranteed post-
season spot, in the National League
Central. It was a pitching duel between
Pittsburgh’s  Joe Musgrove and St
Louis ’  Jack Flaherty through s ix
innings. Flaherty (4-2) allowed one run
and two hits in six innings, with 11
strikeouts and two walks. Musgrove
pitched six scoreless innings with a
career-high 11 strikeouts.

Marlins 2, Nationals 1 (Game 1)
Miami scored two unearned runs

against three-time Cy Young Award
winner Max Scherzer, and that was all
the host  Marl ins  needed to edge
Washington in the first game of a dou-
bleheader. Errors led to the runs in the
first and sixth innings against Scherzer
(4-4) , who went 5 2/3 innings and
matched his season high with 119 pitch-
es while walking two, striking out six
and giving up five hits. Miami’s Sandy
Alcantara (3-2) earned the win, allow-
ing five hits, two walks and one run,
str iking out four in s ix innings. He
threw 100 pitches-one short of his sea-
son high.

Nationals 15, Marlins 0 (Game 2)
Asdrubal Cabrera drove in four runs,

Kurt Suzuki had three RBIs, and Ben
Braymer earned his first major league
victory as Washington earned a split of
i ts  doubleheader with host  Miami .
Washington had 18 hi ts , inc luding
homers by Trea Turner, Suzuki, Michael
A Taylor, Cabrera and Victor Robles.
Miami had just two hits after getting
five hits in winning the opener. Braymer
(1-0), making his first major league
start and only his third appearance,
allowed one hit, three walks and no
runs in five innings.

Blue Jays 6, Phillies 3
Teoscar Hernandez hit a two-run

homer, Jonathan Davis had a two-run
double and visiting Toronto ended a
six-game losing streak with a victory
over Philadelphia. The Phillies lost right
fielder Bryce Harper to an apparent hip
injury after he struck out in the seventh
inning. Toronto right-hander Taijuan
Walker (4-3) allowed one run, four hits
and two walks in s ix innings whi le
matching his season best with eight
strikeouts.

Brewers 5, Royals 3
Daniel Vogelbach hit two home runs

and drove in  f ive runs to l i f t  host
Milwaukee over Kansas City. The
Brewers kept their playoff hopes on
pace after completing a three-game
sweep of the Royals. Milwaukee scored
16 of their 19 runs in the series on home
runs, including a grand slam and a trio
of three-run shots.

Rangers 7, Angels 2
Kyle Cody recorded his first major

league victory for Texas after allowing
one run over five innings in the win
over Los Angeles in Anaheim, Calif.

Cody (1-1) allowed three hits, struck
out five and didn’t walk a batter in his
fourth MLB start. Texas benefited from
the long ball in the third game of the
four-game series, getting home runs
from Joey Gallo, Anderson Tejeda, Sam
Huff , Rougned Odor and Derek
Dietrich.

Giants 14, Athletics 2
Lef t-hander  Tyler  Anderson

rebounded from an early ejection in
his last start to pitch into the sixth
inn ing, and v is i t ing San Francisco
vented five games’ worth of frustration
on Oakland, beat ing i ts  cross-bay
rivals in the finale of a three-game
interleague series. Brandon Crawford
belted a grand slam and Darin Ruf also
drove in four runs, two with a home
run , as  the  Giants  f ina l ly  broke
through against the A’s after losses in
all five previous meetings this season.
Anderson (3-3), who was given the
heave-ho af ter  p i tch ing jus t  two
inn ings  Thursday aga inst  Seat t le ,
returned on two days’ rest and domi-
nated the A’s, shutting them out for
f ive  inn ings  before  a l lowing two
unearned runs in the sixth. —Reuters

Padres clinch rare playoff berth
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The Flying Bulls Aerobatics Team performs in Jaromer, Czech Republic. 
—Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

Indians overpower Tigers 7-4

Boxing, mental health 
coach for Australia’s 
‘bubble’ cricketers
SYDNEY: Australia have appointed a mental health manag-
er and introduced boxing sessions to help players cope with
life in anti-coronavirus ‘bubbles’, with some facing the
prospect of months in controlled environments as interna-
tional cricket resumes. The Australians, minus those at the
Indian Premier League, are now in 14 days’ isolation at a
hotel adjoining Adelaide Oval after five weeks in a bio-
secure environment in England, where they pulled off a dra-
matic one-day series win over the world champions. 

Some, like coach Justin Langer, face a further fortnight in
quarantine when they cross state borders and return to their
home bases, with more of the same awaiting players
throughout the Australian cricketing summer. With players
spending extended periods in bubbles, away from their fam-
ilies, Langer is acutely aware that managing mental health is
as important as his players’ physical wellbeing as they pre-
pare to take on India in a Test series. 

“We’ve got to always recognize that when we talk about
our sports people, whether it’s cricketers or football players
or rugby players, they are also human beings and we must
respect that,” he said in a Zoom call yesterday. “There are
certainly challenges, but we are aware of that. We are keep-

ing an eye on them to make sure they are all staying physi-
cally and mentally healthy.”

When Cricket Australia explained to the players what the
summer schedule might look like, “the blood drained out of
some of their faces”, Langer added. Depending on playing
commitments, Cricket Australia has forecast some could
experience up to 150 days in the controlled environments
required by coronavirus protocols. “It’s a long time away
from our families and home. But we know the sacrifices we
have to take to ensure cricket stays up and running and we
keep entertaining people,” he said.

To help them cope, Cricket Australia has appointed a
new mental health manager and Langer has introduced box-
ing. “I know from a lifetime of doing it, there is a real advan-
tage of staying fit and healthy and letting off some steam,”
he said. “It’s as much to keep us stimulated.” But for the
ever-competitive Langer, it is not all just for fun. “I’ve said
for many, many years that the best form of training for bat-
ting, particularly, is boxing because you have to concentrate,
it’s footwork, it’s technique. You’ve got to have good defence
and offence.”

Australia are scheduled to play four Tests against India
from early December, with a one-off Test against
Afghanistan in November, although the dates and venues
have yet to be confirmed. “We will take real confidence out
of England, the guys coming back from the IPL will take real
confidence out of that, there will be four Sheffield Shield
(red ball) games leading up to the summer,” he said. “So we
will be well prepared and we’ll be hanging out to play crick-
et for Australia and we’ll be ready to take on India, and what
a huge contest.”—AFP

IPL cricket team
appeals  over 
‘short run’ error
DUBAI: Kings XI Punjab lodged a formal complaint yesterday
over an umpiring error which proved critical in their narrow
Indian Premier League loss to the Delhi Capitals. The second
match of the world’s richest Twenty20 tournament ended in a
tie on Sunday before Punjab lost out in a super over. But in the
19th over of Punjab’s chase, square-leg umpire Nitin Menon
had signaled Chris Jordan for a short run - not grounding his
bat inside the crease when running between the wickets.

TV replays showed Jordan’s bat was in the crease. But
nothing could be done as the third umpire does not have the
authority to overturn an on-field call, unless it is referred for
review. “We have appealed against the decision which could
have been corrected had technology been brought into play,”

a senior Kings XI official told AFP on condition of anonymity.
“This one run could prove costly at the business end of the
tournament when teams battle for a play-off berth.” Appeals
are made to the match referee, who in this case was India’s
Javagal Srinath. However, there is no provision for overturning
an on-field decision after a match.†In the super over, South
African quick Kagiso Rabada struck twice to limit Punjab to
two runs, a total that Delhi overhauled in just three balls. As
social media erupted over the short-run decision, former India
opener Virender Sehwag tweeted: “I don’t agree with the man
of the match choice. The umpire who gave this short run
should have been man of the match.”

Cricketer-turned-commentator Aakash Chopra posted: “One
short that wasn’t. Technology must take over in these cases...
What if #KXIP don’t make it to the final four by 2 points??”
Umpiring standards also came into question in last year’s IPL,
during which India captain Virat Kohli tersely commented: “We
are not playing club cricket.” Kohli’s team Royal Challengers
Bangalore were denied a win when the umpires missed a clear
no-ball by the Mumbai Indians’ Lasith Malinga on the final deliv-
ery. The IPL is being played in the United Arab Emirates after
being shifted out of India due to rising coronavirus cases. —AFP

CALIFORNIA: Trent Grisham #2, Jurickson Profar #10 and Fernando Tatis Jr #23 of
the San Diego Padres react after defeating the Seattle Mariners 7-4 to clinch a
spot in the playoffs on September 20, 2020. —AFP


