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Deputy Amir receives Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak
Amiri Diwan officials meet Oman, Japan, US ambassadors

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and 
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah received His Highness Sheikh 
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah at Seif 
Palace yesterday. 

In other news, Minister of Amiri Diwan Sheikh 
Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah received Dr Saleh bin Amer 
Al-Khrosi, the Sultanate of Oman’s Ambassador 
to the State of Kuwait, at his office in Seif Palace 
yesterday. Deputy Minister of the Amiri Diwan 

Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-
Sabah attended the meeting. The minister, with 
presence of his deputy, also hosted Japanese 
Ambassador to Kuwait Masato Takaoka. 

Separately, Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-

Mubarak received US Ambassador to Kuwait 
Alina Romanowski yesterday at Seif Palace. The 
two sides examined the solid and cordial bilateral 
relations between the two friendly countries and 
peoples. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets 
with His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. — KUNA and Amiri Diwan photos

Amiri Diwan Minister Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah meets with Oman’s Ambassador to Kuwait Dr Saleh bin 
Amer Al-Khrosi.

Amiri Diwan Minister Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah meets with Japan’s Ambassador to Kuwait Masato 
Takaoka.

Deputy Minister of the Amiri Diwan Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah meets with US 
Ambassador to Kuwait Alina Romanowski. 

ADEN: Authorities in Lahij governorate, south of 
Yemen, on Sunday opened a medical center in Al-
Qabbaytah District that was equipped with basic sup-
plies by Kuwait’s Al-Najat Charitable Society as part of 
‘Kuwait by your side’ campaign. In a statement, 
Yanabia Al-Khair Charity Foundation said the project 
funded by Zakat Kaifan committee and supervised by 
Al-Najat Charitable Society aims to overhaul the cen-
ter’s utilities to provide adequate medical services to 

the citizens of Al-Mo’qem area and alleviate their suf-
ferings. It added that the center has been equipped 
with several devices and equipment like an ultrasound 
device, basic laboratory equipment, oxygen cylinders, 
a solar-powered electricity system, a refrigerator for 
preserving fluids and medicines, and others. Saleh Al-
Khalaqi, adviser to Lahij Governor, expressed his 
appreciation to the Kuwaiti people and government for 
this important humanitarian aid that meets demands of 
the poor communities in the remote countryside. This 
project will save a lot of efforts and mitigate sufferings 
of hundreds of families that cut risky and long dis-
tances to get costly basic medical services, he said. 
Equipping the center is an appropriate solution to 
harsh sufferings facing these families and facilitates 
supporting and operating it after providing its basic 
equipment, he noted. — KUNA

Kuwaiti charity 
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of Kuwaitis and their children, medical and educa-

tional staff and any other category that may be added 
by the Cabinet. The number of these expats exceeds 
one million. 

The law also forbids the transfer of residency of 
domestic helpers to the private sector and transferring 
visit visas to work permits or dependent visas. The bill 
sets a penalty of three years in jail and a fine of up to 
KD 5,000 for violators. 

Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem yesterday 
said all MPs have been tested for the coronavirus but 
declined to reveal the number of those who tested 
positive for the disease. He said the Assembly will con-
vene with MPs who are healthy and will debate two 
grillings against HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Khaled Al-Sabah. It will also discuss a number of 
legislations before closing the term on Thursday. 

Meanwhile, the Assembly’s educational commit-

tee sent its report to the Assembly on proposed 
amendments to the audiovisual law which includes 
abolishing jail terms for certain penalties and reduc-
ing the number of barred topics. The amendments 
retained four main issues that cannot be abused or 
criticized - religious offences, criticizing HH the 
Amir, revealing confidential state information, and if 
a channel deviates from its stated objectives. 

The amendments scrapped offenses like criticiz-
ing the judiciary and court verdicts, criticizing the 
constitution, broadcasting material that could 
impact the national currency, broadcasting material 
deemed offensive to public morals, broadcasting 
information about secret state contacts and under-
mining the integrity of people. 

The amendments also abolish the jail term for 
broadcasting material without a license and replace 
it with a fine of between KD 5,000 and KD 10,000. 
The amendments also exempt the director of the 
channel, producer and presenter from violations 
committed during live programs by guests, and only 
punish the guests. If the material is recorded, the 
penalty will be applied to all. If the violation 
involves religious violations, the penalty will be a 
maximum of one year jail and/or a fine between KD 
5,000 and 20,000.

Assembly panel 
approves law...
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We are taking all the safety measures that we 

can. We have to be careful but if we have to get 
infected we will.” “So many livelihoods depend on 
the Taj. It’s great to be back in business,” said local 
official Satish Joshi. 

“We can survive for another four to six months: 
After that we will have to take some serious calls,” 
said Abid Naqvi, who saw bookings at his boutique 
hotel in Agra drop to zero overnight after India’s 
abrupt lockdown in March. Until then, the 13-room 
Ekaa Villa, which opened last year at a cost of 
almost $1 million, had been operating at close to 
capacity. Tourism contributed about $240 billion, or 

9.2 percent of India’s gross domestic product in 
2018, employing more than 42 million people, World 
Travel and Tourism Council data show. 

However, foreign tourists were unlikely to return 
until at least April, said Manu PV, secretary of the 
Association of Tourism Trade Organizations India, a 
month that traditionally signals the end of the tourist 
season. And a confusing system of regional lock-
downs and quarantine rules is deterring domestic 
tourists. “People don’t want to go on holiday,” Manu 
said. “They are very worried. There is the fear factor.”  

Elsewhere in India, particularly in rural areas 
where infections are soaring, anecdotal evidence 
suggests that government guidelines on avoiding 
the virus are more often ignored than adhered to. “I 
think, not just in India but all over the world, fatigue 
with extreme measures that were taken to restrict 
the growth of the coronavirus is setting in,” said 
Gautam Menon, professor of physics and biology at 
Ashoka University, predicting that infections will 
keep rising as a result. — AFP 

Taj reopens  
even as virus...
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 Republican is seizing on the sudden vacancy at the 

constitutional court as a way to change the subject 
and supercharge his rightwing base. The death last 
week of Ruth Bader Ginsburg stripped the court, 
which was already tilted to the right, of one of its 
steadiest liberal votes. 

With a chance to name his third new justice since 
entering the White House, Trump is now on the cusp 
of installing a firmly conservative majority for many 
years to come. Biden is leading calls for the 
Republican-controlled Senate to delay voting on a 
nominee until the results of the November 3 election 
are known, arguing that to rush through confirmation 
before would be an “abuse of power.” 

But Trump made clear yesterday that he has no 
qualms in flexing his political muscle and his allies in 
the Senate have said they intend to deliver. Trump said 
his nominee announcement will wait until after memo-
rial services for Ginsburg are completed. But then he 
wants to move full speed ahead. “The final vote should 
be taken before the election. We have plenty of time 
for that,” Trump said. 

Trump cited fears that a court with only eight 
judges left could end up in a 4-4 split on rulings fol-
lowing what is likely to be a close and contentious 
election. “We don’t want to have a tie,” Trump said. He 
rejected Democratic complaints, saying if they “were 
in the same position there is zero chance that they 
wouldn’t do it”. “They wouldn’t even talk about it. 
They’d say ‘you’re crazy.’” 

Trump confirmed that two women - Judge Amy 
Coney Barrett and Judge Barbara Lagoa - feature 
prominently on his short list. He also noted Lagoa is a 
Hispanic-American from Florida, a state that by some 
projections he has to win if he has any hope of secur-
ing a second term. Lagoa is “excellent, she’s Hispanic, 
she’s a terrific woman”, he said. “We love Florida.” 

Analysts say that a Supreme Court nomination saga 
could also shift attention away from the coronavirus 
pandemic, which has already killed nearly 200,000 

Americans, and inspire Republican voters who want 
the Supreme Court to reflect their conservative views 
on issues like immigration, abortion and healthcare. 

There are risks for Trump, though. Ginsburg was an 
icon to the left and the fight to replace her with a con-
servative ahead of an election that Biden is currently 
on track to win might stir Democrats even more than 
Republicans. A Reuters/Ipsos poll found that 62 per-
cent of Americans, including one in two Republicans, 
think the vacant court seat should be filled only after 
the election. 

In another potential warning sign to gung-ho 
Republicans, the Democratic fundraising group 
ActBlue reported Sunday that small donors had given 
a total of $100 million since Ginsburg’s death. Trump, 
however, signaled he’ll play hardball, rejecting reports 
that Ginsburg while on her deathbed told her grand-
daughter that her final wish was for her seat to be 
filled by the new president. “I don’t know she said 
that,” Trump said, suggesting the statement was “writ-
ten out” by Democratic leaders. “That came out of the 
wind.”  

Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden urged 
Senate Republicans not to vote on any candidate 
nominated to the US Supreme Court as the November 
election nears, calling Trump’s plan an “exercise of raw 
political power”. “Voters of this country should be 
heard ... they’re the ones who this Constitution envi-
sions should decide who has the power to make this 
appointment,” Biden, who leads Trump in national 
opinion polls, said in Philadelphia. “To jam this nomi-
nation through the Senate is just an exercise of raw 
political power.” 

Republican Senator John Barrasso on NBC’s “Meet 
the Press” on Sunday brushed off Democratic com-
plaints. “Let’s be very clear - if the shoe were on the 
other foot and the Democrats had the White House 
and the Senate, they would right now be trying to 
confirm another member of the Supreme Court,” 
Barrasso said. 

Democrat Hillary Clinton, whom Trump defeated 
in the 2016 election, on the same program called that 
view “indefensible”. “What’s happening in our coun-
try is incredibly dangerous,” said Clinton, a former 
secretary of state whose husband, Bill Clinton, nomi-
nated Ginsburg to the court in 1993. “Our institu-
tions are being basically undermined by the lust for 
power.” — Agencies 

Trump to name  
court nominee...


