
India street vendors ‘shattered’  
as coronavirus wrecks trade9Health minister opens health  

centers in Sabah Al-Ahmad 3 Superhero series ‘Watchmen’  
wins big at ‘remote’ Emmys12 False ‘age 41’ claim held  

back my career: Minala15
ISSUE NO: 18237

16 Pages  
150 Fils

 
www.kuwaittimes.net

Established 1961 
The First Daily in the Arabian Gulf

SAFAR 5, 1442 AH 
TUESDAY,  
SEPTEMBER 22, 2020

Max 45º 
Min 26º 

Assembly panel approves  
law to cut expat numbers

MPs to meet to debate PM’s grillings • Audiovisual law amendments proposed 
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: A National Assembly pan-
el yesterday passed a draft law to 
reduce the number of expats in the 
country over the next five years, but 
did not impose specific caps or per-
centages, resting this power in the 
hands of the government. Head of the 
human resources development com-
mittee MP Khalil Al-Saleh said the 
panel framed the bill after studying 
eight legislations proposed by MPs 
and the government, with the main 
objective of slashing the number of 
expats, especially unskilled laborers, 
to rectify the population structure 
which is heavily in favor of expats. 

Saleh said the law will be sent to 
the Assembly for debate tomorrow. 
The draft law gives the government 
six months to determine the number 
of expats needed by the country 
and stipulates that a certain per-
centage of expats will be deter-

mined with regards to the number 
of citizens. It also stipulates setting 
specif ic percentages of  various 
expat communities. 

The bill does not include any fig-
ures and leaves that to the govern-
ment to determine. According to the 
bill, the government must set within 
six months of issuing this legislation a 
specific number of expats the country 
needs, and also the number of expats 
that are allowed to be recruited. To 
achieve the population target, the 
government must continue to reduce 
the number of expats gradually over 
the next five years. The result should 
restore the balance between Kuwaitis 
and expats. 

The bill excludes a number of cate-
gories from the cap on expats. They 
include Gulf citizens, domestic 
helpers, judges, diplomatic corps, avi-
ation operators, expat workers 
recruited for mega projects, spouses  
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KUWAIT: The ministry of health yesterday registered 530 
additional COVID-19 cases over the past 24 hours, increasing 
the total number of infections to 99,964, while one new fatality 
took the death toll to 585. Ministry Spokesman Dr Abdullah 
Al-Sanad said the confirmed cases include patients who con-
tracted the virus due to contact with infected people, while 
others remain under examination to determine the source.  

The cases include 137 in Ahmadi health zone, 129 in 
Hawally, 102 in the Capital, 91 in Jahra health zone and 71 in 
Farwaniya. Active cases amount to 8,449, with 93 in intensive 
care units, Sanad elaborated. Health authorities conducted 
3,944 swab tests in 24 hours to reach a total of 711,236, he 
added. Earlier, the ministry confirmed 762 fresh recovery cas-
es, raising total recoveries to 90,930. — KUNA

Kuwait’s COVID  
cases hit 99,964,  
with 585 deaths

AGRA: Tourists take a selfie at the Taj Mahal yesterday. — AFP (See Page 6)

AGRA, India: India’s famed Taj Mahal and some 
schools reopened yesterday as authorities pressed 
ahead with kick-starting the nation’s coronavirus-
battered economy despite soaring infection num-
bers. India, home to 1.3 billion people and some of 
the world’s most crowded cities, has recorded more 
than 5.4 million COVID-19 cases, second only to the 
United States which it could overtake soon. 
Authorities reported 86,961 new coronavirus infec-
tions across the country yesterday, with no signs of 
a peak yet. The death toll of 87,882 was up 1,130 
from the previous day, health ministry figures 
showed.  

But after a strict lockdown in March that devas-
tated the livelihoods of tens of millions of people, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is reluctant to copy 
some other nations and tighten the screw on activi-
ty again. Instead in recent months his government 
has eased more and more restrictions including on 
many train routes, domestic flights, markets, restau-

rants - and now, visiting the Taj Mahal, built by a 
17th-century Mughal emperor for his wife. 

“So many people lost their job during the lock-
down. People have suffered a lot and it is time the 
country opens up fully,” said bank official Ayub 
Sheikh, 35, visiting the Taj with his wife and baby 
daughter. “We are not afraid of the virus. If it has to 
infect us, it will,” Sheikh told AFP. “Not many people 
are dying now. I don’t think it is going to go away 
soon. We have to get used to it now.” 

The jaw-dropping white-marble mausoleum in 
Agra south of New Delhi is India’s most popular 
tourist site. It usually draws seven million visitors a 
year, but has been closed since March. Officials said 
strict social distancing rules were in place and visi-
tors were not allowed to touch the marble. The 
famous bench where visitors sit for a photo - most 
memorably Princess Diana in 1992 - has been spe-
cially laminated so that it can be regularly sanitized 
without damage. 

Early yesterday, a couple of hundred of visitors 
were inside. Security personnel were reminding 
everyone to wear masks once photos have been 
clicked. Daily visitor numbers have been capped at 
5,000 - a quarter the normal rate. “Coronavirus is 
there in every country,” Spanish visitor Ainhoa 
Parra told AFP. “ 
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Taj reopens  
even as virus 
cases soar

BHIWANDI, India: At least 10 people were killed yesterday and 
dozens were feared trapped when a portion of a three-storey res-
idential building collapsed on the outskirts of the Indian city of 
Mumbai, officials said. Some residents were trying to get out of 
the building, in the industrial town of Bhiwandi, 40 km northeast 
of Mumbai, after cracks appeared in it in the middle of the night, 
when it crashed down. 

“Half of the building collapsed and nearly 25 to 26 families are 
feared trapped,” Pankaj Ashiya, the municipal commissioner of 
Bhiwandi, told reporters. It was not clear why the building, which 
had 54 apartments on three floors, collapsed. At least 11 injured 
people were rescued. Teams of police, city workers and members 
of the National Disaster Response Force removed debris in the 
cramped lanes of the neighborhood, trying to reach people calling 
out for help under the rubble, a Reuters witness said. 

“We heard a noise and I noticed that there were cracks on the 
floor,” resident Sharif Ansari, 35, told Reuters. “I woke up my 
neighbors and my wife and we rushed everyone down.” Ansari 
said he went back up to alert more people and was on the first 
floor with some other residents when the building it came down. 
“We jumped from there and managed to escape but there are at 
least another 60 people trapped,” he said. 

Torrential rain is often blamed for building collapses in India, 
with the number of incidents, often involving old or illegally 
built buildings, rising during the June-September monsoon. 
Last month, more than a dozen people were killed when a 
building collapsed in the industrial town of Mahad, 165 km 
south of Mumbai. — Reuters 

10 dead, dozens 
trapped in India  
building collapse

BHIWANDI, India: Rescue workers carry a survivor from the rubble 
of a collapsed residential building yesterday. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: US President 
Donald Trump said yesterday he will 
announce his nominee for the empty 
Supreme Court seat at the end of this 

week, kick-starting a political fight set 
to upend the already nail-biting US 
election. “I will announce it either 
Friday or Saturday and then the work 
begins, but hopefully it won’t be too 
much work,” Trump said in an inter-
view with Fox News. 

Down in the polls against 
Democratic opponent Joe Biden and 
widely criticized for his handling of 
the coronavirus pandemic, the 
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Trump to name  
court nominee 
at end of week

WASHINGTON: Signs and flowers are left at a makeshift memorial in front of the 
US Supreme Court for the late Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg yesterday. — AFP 


