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Dhoni praises Chennai
‘Dads Army’ after IPL
win over Mumbai

Photo of the day

NEW DELHI: Chennai Super Kings skipper Mahendra Singh
Dhoni has heaped praise on the experienced players in his
side after they toppled defending champions Mumbai Indians
in the opening match of the Indian Premier League. South
African veteran Faf du Plessis smashed an unbeaten 58 to
guide Chennai to a five-wicket win, chasing Mumbai’s 162 in
Abu Dhabi as glitzy Twenty20 tournament started months late
because of the coronavirus pandemic. Once labeled “The
Dads Army” by the media, Chennai have a number of players
over the age of 35, including Dhoni, Australia’s Shane Watson,
du Plessis and South African Imran Tahir.
But Dhoni said that kind of experience would always be
an asset to any team, with the perfect side needing the “right
mix of youngsters and the experienced players”. “What
really helps youngsters in (the) IPL is the fact senior cricketers (come) from... different countries and they have their
own experience,” said Dhoni, who retired from international
cricket last month. “So that way we are blessed to have the
senior cricketers who are part of the team.” Dhoni added
that players with more than 300 one-day internationals
under their belt have built up the kind of experience that is
difficult to accumulate. “You need a number of years to play
those,” said the Indian star. “And now with three ODIs a
series, 300 ODIs is a dream for anybody to play.” Du Plessis
smashed six boundaries in his 44-ball stay including a 115run partnership with 34-year-old Ambati Rayudu, who hit
71, to help the three-time IPL winners chase the target with
four balls to spare.
England’s Sam Curran smashed 18 off six balls after the
22-year-old all-rounder was sent ahead of Dhoni in a move
that surprised many. But Curran’s hitting affirmed Dhoni’s faith
in him. “That’s one thing we haven’t done,” Dhoni said, referring to experimenting with the batting order. “At some point...
we need to give (Ravindra) Jadeja and somebody like Sam to
express themselves.” —AFP
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New York Yankees rout Red
Sox 8-0 for 10th straight win
Dodgers beat Rockies; White Sox blank Reds
NEW YORK: JA Happ struck out nine batters over
eight innings as the visiting New York Yankees recorded their season-high 10th straight win on Saturday
with an 8-0 victory over the Boston Red Sox. Clint
Frazier homered among his three hits and drove in
three runs for the Yankees, who have won 10 in a row
for the first time since June 8-18, 2012. New York has
won 12 straight over Boston dating back to last season.
Happ (2-2) recorded his first outing of at least eight
scoreless innings without a walk since June 27, 2009.
The 37-year-old left-hander scattered four hits in 113
pitches to improve to 13-4 in his career against the Red
Sox. Luke Voit and Kyle Higashioka each had an RBI
single and Gio Urshela had a pair of sacrifice flies for
the Yankees. DJ LeMahieu extended his hitting streak to
12 games with a single off Chris Mazza (1-2) to lead off
the first inning. He advanced to third on a pair of walks
before scoring on Urshela’s first sacrifice fly.
Athletics 6, Giants 0
Jesus Luzardo combined with three relievers on a
six-hitter and Jake Lamb broke open a tight game with
a two-run home run as host Oakland once again beat
Bay Area-rival San Francisco. The win lowered the
magic number for the first-place A’s to one for clinching the American League West. With second-place
Houston’s win over Arizona later Saturday, the magic
number stayed at one. Luzardo (3-2) took a no-hitter
into the fourth and then caught a break when the
Giants pieced together three singles in the inning. The
third of the three was an infield single by Mauricio
Dubon, but A’s first baseman Matt Olson, after taking a
late throw from shortstop Marcus Semien, was able to
pick Donovan Solano off third base to end the threat
after he’d rounded the bag too far.
White Sox 5, Reds 0
Tim Anderson hit two of Chicago’s five solo homers
and Dallas Keuchel grinded through four innings in his
return from the injured list as Chicago cooled off host
Cincinnati, which had its six-game winning streak
snapped. Anderson, Yasmani Grandal and Jose Abreu
hit back-to-back-to-back home runs in the eighth to
break open a two-run game. Keuchel, who dealt with
back spasms and most recently started on Sept. 6, was
far from dominant, but was good enough to make it
through 75 pitches while allowing four hits, walking
three and striking out seven against the Reds, who are
back in playoff contention.
Twins 8, Cubs 1
Eddie Rosario, Miguel Sano and Josh Donaldson
homered, and Minnesota gained an easy win over host
Chicago to clinch a playoff berth for the second
straight year and the third time in the past four seasons. Jorge Polanco added two hits and a run for
Minnesota, which won for only the second time in its
past six games. The Twins evened the series against
the Cubs, with the finale set for yesterday. David Bote
doubled and drove in Chicago’s lone run. The loss
snapped a five-game win streak for the Cubs.
Astros 3, Diamondbacks 2
Jose Altuve recorded his first multi-RBI game in
almost a month, and Michael Brantley delivered a crucial defensive play in the seventh inning as host
Houston defeated Arizona to square their three-game
interleague series at one game apiece. Altuve produced a run-scoring fielder’s choice grounder in the
third inning and an RBI double in the sixth that pulled
the Astros even at 2-2. Altuve drove home George
Springer with his two-base hit and scored the goahead run when Kyle Tucker chased Arizona starter
Luke Weaver (1-8) with an opposite-field RBI single
three batters later. With the Astros clinging to that
one-run lead in the top of the seventh, Brantley completed an inning-ending double play by corralling a
line drive off the bat of Jon Jay and firing to Altuve at
second base to double off the Diamondbacks’ Pavin
Smith. A replay review upheld the call.
Marlins 7, Nationals 3
Miguel Rojas finished a triple short of a cycle and

Garrett Cooper homered and drove in three runs to
lead host Miami past Washington. The Marlins, who
are chasing their first postseason berth since 2003,
remained in second place in the National League East
with nine games remaining. Miami will close out its
home schedule on Sunday with a doubleheader that
also concludes the five-game series against the
Nationals. Rojas went 3-for-5 with his fourth career
leadoff home run off Nationals starter Patrick Corbin
(2-6, 4.76 ERA). Cooper’s two-run homer in the third
made it 3-0. Corbin allowed all seven Marlins runs on
14 hits over six innings, with no walks and seven strikeouts. Winner Pablo Lopez (5-4, 3.96 ERA) struck out
seven and walked three while allowing three hits over 5
1/3 innings.
Dodgers 6, Rockies 1
Chris Taylor homered and hit a triple, AJ Pollock
also went deep, and Los Angeles beat Colorado in
Denver. Clayton Kershaw pitched seven strong innings
and Justin Turner also had two hits for the Dodgers.
Kershaw (6-2) allowed one run on four hits and struck
out six without walking a batter to help the Dodgers
win their fifth straight and sixth in their last seven.
Kevin Pillar had two hits for the Rockies, who have
dropped four in a row. Rockies starter Chi Chi
Gonzalez (0-2) retired the last six batters he faced
before leaving after five innings. He allowed three runs
on four hits and struck out two with one walk.
Phillies 3, Blue Jays 1
Andrew Knapp and Adam Haseley each produced
two hits and an RBI to lift host Philadelphia to a victory over Toronto. Andrew McCutchen added an RBI
single and two walks for the Phillies, who won their
third in a row in this four-game series. Phillies starter
Vince Velasquez threw 104 pitches over six innings.
Velasquez (1-1) allowed two hits and one run while
striking out six and walking three. The Blue Jays have
lost six straight games after managing just two hits.
Blue Jays starter Hyun Jin Ryu gave up six hits and two
runs in six innings. Ryu (4-2) struck out eight and
walked only one.
Mets 7, Braves 2
Rookie David Peterson struck out a career-high 10
while Robinson Cano homered and finished with three
RBIs as host New York beat Atlanta. Peterson (5-2)
got the better of fellow rookie Ian Anderson by allowing one run on three hits and four walks. He carried a
shutout into the sixth. Peterson is the first Mets starter
other than Jacob deGrom to strike out at least 10 since
Noah Syndergaard whiffed 11 against the Chicago
White Sox on July 30, 2019. Atlanta’s Freddie Freeman
went 0-for-5 as his 12-game hitting streak and 33game on-base streak each came to an end. Anderson
(3-1) took his first big league loss after allowing three
runs on four hits and four walks while striking out eight
over 4 2/3 innings.
Rays 3, Orioles 1
Yoshi Tsutsugo homered early, and Randy
Arozarena added a tiebreaking two-run shot later as
visiting Tampa Bay defeated Baltimore. The Rays have
won the first four games of this five-game weekend
series and will try to finish the sweep Sunday afternoon. Charlie Morton (2-2) pitched five solid innings to
get the win. He squirmed out of trouble a few times,
allowing one run on five hits. He struck out six and
walked two. The Rays’ bullpen came through once
more, throwing four shutout innings. Jorge Lopez (2-1)
took the loss for the Orioles, giving up all three runs
over six innings. He surrendered eight hits and one
walk while striking out five.
Tigers 5, Indians 2
Detroit scored four eighth-inning runs following the
retirement of their manager prior to the game and
downed visiting Cleveland. Ron Gardenhire cited
health reasons for his sudden departure. He was
replaced by Lloyd McClendon, who will manage the
club for the remainder of the season. Eric Haase and
Daz Cameron each had two hits, a run scored and an

BALTIMORE: Kevin Kiermaier #39 and Brett Phillips #14 of the Tampa Bay Rays celebrate a win after a
baseball game against the Baltimore Orioles on September 19, 2020. —AFP
RBI. Victor Reyes and Harold Castro each reached
base three times and drove in a run for Detroit. Jose
Ramirez drove in both runs for the Indians.
Cardinals 5, Pirates 4
Tommy Edman’s RBI single capped a five-run seventh inning for visiting St Louis, who obliterated what
had been a no-hitter in a win over Pittsburgh. Mitch
Keller pitched six no-hit innings for Pittsburgh, which
built a 4-0 lead, but Sam Howard (2-3) gave up two
runs and three hits in the seventh. Ke’Bryan Hayes and
Jose Osuna each hit a solo homer, and Colin Moran
had an RBI single for the Pirates, who have lost 11 of
their past 12 games. Tyler O’Neill added a two-run
double and Kolten Wong an RBI single for St. Louis.
Cardinals starter Kwang Hyun Kim pitched 5 1/3
innings, giving up four runs and six hits, with four
strikeouts and one walk.
Brewers 5, Royals 0
Corbin Burnes struck out nine in six scoreless
innings in his latest stellar performance to help
Milwaukee blank visiting Kansas City. The right-handed Burnes (4-0) gave up just four hits without issuing a
walk before leaving after 100 pitches for Milwaukee,
which won its third straight game and fifth in its past
seven. Ryan Braun broke the game open with a threerun homer during a four-run eighth inning against the
Royals, who have lost the first two contests of the
three-game series after entering with seven wins in
their previous eight games.
Mariners 4, Padres 1
Justus Sheffield pitched six strong innings and Luis
Torrens hit a tiebreaking, two-run double against his
former team as Seattle defeated San Diego. The
Mariners were considered the home team as the series
was moved from Seattle because of hazardous air conditions in the Pacific Northwest due to wildfires. The
loss prevented the Padres from clinching a National
League playoff berth.
Angels 4, Rangers 3
Los Angeles rallied against one of the best pitchers
in the majors to defeat Texas in the second game of
their four-game series in Anaheim, Calif. Mike Trout
singled home David Fletcher in the bottom of the
eighth to give the Angels a one-run lead and complete
the comeback after falling behind 3-0 to the Rangers’
Lance Lynn. Lynn threw at least 100 pitches for the
36th consecutive game, and allowed three runs and
seven hits, struck out five and didn’t walk a batter in
seven innings. Los Angeles starter Andrew Heaney
went 6 2/3 innings, allowing three runs and six hits,
striking out eight and walking one. Mike Mayers (2-0)
retired the final six batters to earn the win. Shohei
Ohtani homered, singled and scored two runs for the
Angels. —Reuters

Nadal crashes out as
Djokovic battles into
Italian Open semis
ROME: Clay court king Rafael Nadal crashed out of the
Italian Open on Saturday, falling to a straight sets defeat
to Argentine Diego Schwartzman in a tournament the
Spaniard had won nine times. Eight-seeded Schwartzman
meted out a punishing 6-2, 7-5 loss in Nadal’s final
warm-up before his bid for a 13th French Open, and
record-equalling 20th Grand Slam in just over a week.
Top men’s seed Novak Djokovic also stumbled on the
Roman clay but recovered to win through 6-3, 4-6, 6-3
against German qualifier Dominik Koepfer.
“It was not my night at all,” said Nadal, who had won
all nine previous meetings against 28-year-old
Schwartzman, but could not match his rival’s stunning
game on the red clay of the Foro Italico. “He played a
great match, not me, when this happens you have to
lose,” continued the 34-year-old. “It’s not a moment for
excuses. I’ve spent a long time without competing, I
played two good matches.” The two-time defending
champion was making his comeback after a six-month
coronavirus-enforced break having skipped the US
Open ahead of Roland Garros with its first round on
September 27. “Losing as many serves, you can’t expect
to win a match, it’s something that I have to fix, I know
how to do it,” he warned. “It’s a special and unpredictable
year, I’ll probably go back home and let’s see.”
Schwartzman next plays Canadian 12th seed Denis
Shapovalov for a place in the final. “Today I played my
best tennis,” said the Argentine.
Djokovic, meanwhile, let his frustrations spill over in a
two-hour battle with his 97th-ranked German rival. Two
weeks after his US Open default for accidently hitting a
line judge with a ball, the Serb struggled to contain his
emotions, throwing his racket after a lost service game,
with shouts of anger resounding in the silence of the
empty Central Court. “Well, let me tell you that it’s not the
first nor the last racquet that I’ll break in my career. I have
done it before,” he warned. “I’ll probably do it again. I
don’t want to do it, but when it comes, it happens. “That’s
how I guess I release sometimes my anger.”
Djokovic was broken four times before advancing to
his 11th semi-final in Rome, where he reached the final
nine times and won four titles. The 33-year-old next
plays Norway’s Casper Ruud who also needed to fight
to get past Italian fourth seed Matteo Berrettini 4-6, 63, 7-6 (7/5). “Clay is definitely Casper’s preferred surface,” said Djokovic of his first meeting with the 34thranked Norwegian. —AFP

