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LOS ANGELES: Albert Pujols hit two homers and moved
into sole possession of fifth place on the major league
career home run list, leading the Los Angeles Angels to a
6-2 win against the Texas Rangers in the opener of a
four-game series on Friday night in Anaheim, Calif. Pujols
hit a line drive over the left field fence in the fifth inning
off Wes Benjamin (1-1) for the 661st home run of his
career, moving him past Willie Mays on the all-time list.
The 40-year-old designated hitter lifted another solo
shot to left in the seventh for Los Angeles. Angels starter
Jaime Barria allowed two runs and six hits and no walks
in 6 1/3 innings while matching his career high with eight
strikeouts. Barria (1-0) was 0-7 since his last major
league win on July 24, 2019, against the Los Angeles
Dodgers. Anderson Tejeda had two hits and Willie
Calhoun drove in both runs for the Rangers.

Athletics 6, Giants 0
Oakland clinched its third consecutive trip to the

postseason, riding Matt Olson’s three-run homer and
right-hander Chris Bassitt’s strong pitching to blank vis-
iting San Francisco in the opener of a three-game series.
The win, coupled with third-place Seattle’s loss to San
Diego, assured the American League West-leading A’s
will finish no worse than second in the division. The A’s, a
wild-card team each of the last two seasons, also low-
ered their magic number to win their first division title
since 2013 to three over Houston. Bassitt (5-2) took a
shutout two outs into the seventh before exiting in favor
of right-hander Yusmeiro Petit with two on and two out.
Bassitt gave up three hits and three walks in his 6 2/3
innings. He struck out seven.

Reds 7, White Sox 1
Jesse Winker’s three-run homer highlighted a five-run

third inning, and the surging Cincinnati extended its sea-
son-high winning streak to six games with a win over
visiting Chicago. Tucker Barnhart and Joey Votto also
homered in the third, and Nick Castellanos delivered a
solo shot in the first for Cincinnati. Sitting .500 for the
first time since Aug. 3, the Reds have worked themselves
into postseason position. Cincinnati’s Tyler Mahle (2-2)
allowed a run, four hits, struck out eight and walked one
over 5 2/3 innings. The American League Central-leading
White Sox, who clinched their first postseason berth
since 2008 with Thursday’s win over Minnesota, loaded
the bases against Mahle with nobody out in the sixth, but
managed only a run on Eloy Jimenez’s RBI groundout.

Rays 2, Orioles 1
Nate Lowe and Brandon Lowe each contributed RBI

singles, and Tampa Bay got strong pitching from starter
Tyler Glasnow and four relievers to clip host Baltimore.
The Lowes came up with their run-scoring hits early in
the game, and Glasnow and the bullpen made it stand up.
Glasnow (4-1) has pitched well against Baltimore-he
entered 3-0 with a 2.12 ERA in five career starts against
the Orioles. He gave up one run on four hits in five
innings while striking out 10 and walking two.
Collectively, the Rays’ bullpen quartet gave up just one
hit over four shutout innings, struck out four without a
walk, and saw Ryan Sherriff work a perfect ninth for his
first career save. Tampa Bay has won the first three
games of this five-game series.

Phillies 7, Blue Jays 0 (Game 1)
Bryce Harper hit a two-run homer and Zach Eflin

tossed a seven-inning complete game shutout to lead
Philadelphia past Toronto in the first game of a double-
header. Andrew Knapp added a two-run triple and Didi
Gregorius had three hits for the Phillies, who were the
road team for the first game of the doubleheader despite

playing at home. Phil Gosselin and Alex Bohm each
added two hits, and Eflin (3-2) allowed just four hits and
two walks against nine strikeouts in his third career
shutout. Cavan Biggio had two hits for the Blue Jays, who
dropped their fourth in a row. Robbie Ray (2-5) took the
loss after giving up five hits and five runs in 4 1/3 innings.

Phillies 8, Blue Jays 7 (Game 2)
Rafael Marchan homered, singled and drove in three

runs, Andrew McCutchen homered and host Philadelphia
rallied past Toronto to sweep their doubleheader. The
Phillies also won the first game 7-0 for their first twin bill
sweep since Sept 9, 2012, against the Colorado Rockies.
Bryce Harper stayed hot with a pair of doubles, one sin-
gle, one walk and two RBIs. Phillies starter David Hale
was effective in a bullpen start as he threw 34 pitches in
3 1/3 innings. Hale allowed four hits and two runs. Connor
Brogdon (1-0) earned his first major league win and
Hector Neris earned his fifth save with a scoreless ninth
despite walking two.

Cubs 1, Twins 0
Kyle Hendricks recorded a season-high 10 strikeouts

in eight scoreless innings, and host Chicago held on to
trim Minnesota. Chicago won its fifth game in a row,
which is one shy of its best streak of the season.
Minnesota lost for the fourth time in five games. The
high-powered Twins lineup was shut out for only the
second time this season. Cubs right-hander Jeremy
Jeffress pitched a scoreless ninth to record his eighth
save. Hendricks (6-4) held the Twins to three single and
walked only one. The Cubs scored the game’s only run in
the bottom of the first, when Anthony Rizzo drew a lead-
off walk, stole second, and scored two batters later on
Willson Contreras’ single to center.

Nationals 5, Marlins 0 (Game 1)
Erick Fedde pitched six scoreless innings, and

Washington was able to figure out Miami starter Sixto
Sanchez, in the opening game of a doubleheader. Fedde
(2-2) picked up his first win since Aug. 14 after holding
the Marlins to just one hit and striking out six. Will Harris
pitched a scoreless seventh to close it out for the last-
place Nationals. Miami, vying for a playoff spot for the
first time since 2003, has lost three of its last four.
Sanchez (3-2) had the worst game of his young career
after giving up career highs of eight hits and five runs in
a career-low four innings.

Marlins 14, Nationals 3 (Game 2)
Brian Anderson homered three times and drove in

seven runs, and host Miami salvaged a doubleheader
split by taking the second game from Washington. It was
the first career three-homer game for Anderson, who hit
a solo shot and a pair of three-run blasts. His third homer
came off of infielder Brock Holt with Miami holding a big
lead in the sixth inning. Reliever Yimi Garcia (3-0) got
the final two outs in the fifth to pick up the win. Starter
Wil Crowe (0-2) took the loss for the Nationals, allowing
six runs in 2 1/3 innings. Juan Soto, Kurt Suzuki and Josh
Harrison had RBIs for Washington.

Yankees 6, Red Sox 5 (12 innings)
DJ LeMahieu hit a tiebreaking double with two outs

in the 12th inning, and New York outlasted host Boston to
run its winning streak to a season-high nine games. The
Yankees beat the Red Sox for the 11th straight time by
chipping away at a four-run deficit. Gary Sanchez forged
a 4-4 tie by hitting a solo homer with two outs in the
ninth off Matt Barnes. Yankees reliever Jonathan Loaisiga
(3-0) pitched a scoreless 12th to close out the 4-hour,
55-minute marathon. Red Sox starter Martin Perez pro-

duced his second scoreless start of the season and got a
season-high seven strikeouts before Boston blew the
lead. New York left-hander Jordan Montgomery allowed
four runs on five hits in 4 2/3 innings, six relievers com-
bined to allow one run the rest of the way.

Padres 6, Mariners 1
Manny Machado hit two home runs and Chris

Paddack pitched six scoreless innings of one-hit ball as
San Diego defeated Seattle. The Padres won for the ninth
time in the past 11 games and they are on the verge of
clinching a National League playoff berth. The Mariners
took their fourth straight loss. Seattle left-hander Yusei
Kikuchi (2-4) struggled with his control, allowing five
runs on four hits with six walks and three strikeouts in
four innings. He also threw three wild pitches.

Brewers 9, Royals 5
Jacob Nottingham smacked his first career grand slam

and Orlando Arcia belted a three-run shot to power
Milwaukee to a victory over visiting Kansas City. Christian
Yelich hit his 150th career homer to help Milwaukee win
for the fourth time in six games. Arcia had four RBIs while
going 2-for-3 with a walk and scoring twice. Salvador
Perez was 4-for-5 with a homer and four RBIs for the
Royals, who had 11 hits while losing for just the second
time in nine games. Perez’s homer, his seventh of the sea-
son, was a solo shot in the ninth off left-hander Josh Hader.

Indians 1, Tigers 0
Zach Plesac tied a career high with 11 strikeouts, and

Delino DeShields tripled and scored the game’s only run
as Cleveland edged host Detroit. Plesac (4-2) pitched 7
2/3 innings and gave up five hits and one walk for
Cleveland. Brad Hand notched his 13th save despite
allowing a one-out triple in the ninth. Detroit starter
Michael Fulmer held the Indians to one hit in three
innings while recording two strikeouts. The Tigers were
shut out for the second time in three games and the
fourth time in 10 games.

Cardinals 6, Pirates 5 (Game 1)
Kolten Wong and Tyler O’Neill hit home runs to help

visiting St. Louis defeat Pittsburgh in the first game of a
doubleheader. Paul Goldschmidt added an RBI double for
St Louis, which built a 6-2 lead and was forced to hang
on from there. St Louis starter Carlos Martinez pitched 3
2/3 innings, giving up five runs and three hits, with four
walks and a strikeout. Pittsburgh’s Trevor Williams (1-8)
allowed six runs, five of them earned, and seven hits in 4
1/3 innings, with three strikeouts and no walks.

Cardinals 7, Pirates 2 (Game 2)
Dylan Carlson hit a three-run homer in a six-run sixth

inning filled with Pittsburgh mistakes as St. Louis swept
the doubleheader. Paul DeJong added an RBI single for
St Louis, which was playing its third doubleheader in five
days. Cardinals starter Daniel Ponce de Leon, pitching on
short rest, struck out nine in five innings. He allowed two
runs and three hits, and walked two. Bryan Reynolds hit a
two-run homer for the Pirates, who have lost nine of their
past 10. Pittsburgh starter Chad Kuhl (1-3) pitched five-
plus innings. He gave up four runs, with just one earned,
struck out six and walked two.

Dodgers 15, Rockies 6
Cody Bellinger homered and had three hits, Mookie

Betts also went deep and added a triple, and Los Angeles
beat Colorado in Denver. Gavin Lux homered among his
two hits and Chris Taylor, Corey Seager, Austin Barnes
and Edwin Rios also had two hits for the Dodgers, who
collected a season-high 17 hits. Mitch White (1-0), the

last of seven Los Angeles pitchers on a bullpen night, got
his first major league win after throwing two scoreless
innings. Josh Fuentes homered and finished with three
hits and Kevin Pillar had two hits for the fading Rockies,
who have lost eight of their past 10.

Braves 15, Mets 2
Ozzie Albies hit two of Atlanta’s six home runs and the

Braves ripped host New York. Marcell Ozuna, Austin
Riley, Travis d’Arnaud and Ronald Acuna Jr. also homers
for the Braves, who began the day with a three-game
lead over the Miami Marlins in the NL East. Max Fried
(7-0), making his first start since Sept. 5, allowed one run
on three hits and two walks while striking out three over
five innings for Atlanta. Amed Rosario went 3-for-4 with
an RBI infield single, and Jeff McNeil had an RBI double
for the Mets. Steven Matz (0-5) allowed six runs on eight
hits and three walks with five strikeouts over 2 2/3
innings while taking the loss.

Diamondbacks 6, Astros 3
Kole Calhoun recorded his second multi-homer game

of the week to support a quality start from Zac Gallen as
Arizona rallied past host Houston. Calhoun bashed a
three-run homer into the upper deck in right field off
right-hander Zack Greinke in the fourth inning to allow
the Diamondbacks to erase a 2-0 deficit, then added a
solo shot in the eighth. Gallen (2-2) gave up three runs,
one earned, on six hits and one walk with six strikeouts
over six innings. Greinke didn’t factor in the decision
after giving up three runs and six walks, with a season
high nine strikeouts, over five innings. George Springer,
Kyle Tucker and Michael Brantley each had two hits for
the Astros.—Reuters

Angels’ Pujols passes Mays for 5th 
on the MLB all-time home run list

Athletics overpower Giants 6-0; Rays beat Orioles

BALTIMORE: Andrew Velazquez #13 of the Baltimore
Orioles forces out Michael Brosseau #43 of the Tampa
Bay Rays at second base on in the third inning during
a baseball game at Oriole Park on September 18,
2020. —AFP

Tiger misses cut
as Reed grabs US 
Open halfway lead 
MAMARONECK: Former Masters champion
Patrick Reed put his sterling short game on display
to grab the US Open halfway lead on Friday while
Tiger Woods finished well outside the cut in windy
conditions that humbled many of the game’s top
golfers. Reed only hit five fairways on a tough
scoring day at Winged Foot but made a slew of
stunning recoveries and needed only 25 putts en
route to an even-par 70 that left him at four under
on the week and one shot clear of Bryson
DeChambeau (68).

“I feel like the game is where it needs to be. I
feel good,” said world number 10 Reed. “I just need
to tighten a few things up here or there, but the
short game is sharp, and when I play around a
place like this, that’s what you need.” Reed, who
started the day one shot back of overnight leader
Justin Thomas, grabbed the outright lead with a
birdie on his final hole, the par-five ninth, where his
shot from a greenside bunker settled five feet from
the cup.

Unlike the first round when 21 players finished
under par in soft conditions, Winged Foot proved a
much sterner test on Friday as DeChambeau,
Bubba Watson (69) and Hideki Matsuyama (69)
were the only players from a 144-player field to
break par. DeChambeau, who has turned heads this
year with his new physique and prodigious length
off the tee, went out in the morning wave and mus-
cled his way around a scorecard-shredding
Winged Foot course like few others can.

The world number nine finished his round with a
monstrous eagle at the par-five ninth hole where,
after a 380-yard drive, he stuffed a pitching wedge
to six feet. “Confidence is at an all-time high right
now, driving it well, iron play is fantastic, wedging
is getting better each and every day, and I’m put-
ting it like I know I can,” said DeChambeau, whose
best major finish was a share of fourth place at this
year’s PGA Championship. —Reuters

FIFA purged of ‘toxic’ 
corruption: Infantino 
LAUSANNE: FIFA president Gianni Infantino on
Friday defended his fight “against corruption” in
football in spite of being under criminal investigation
in Switzerland since the end of July. Infantino said
Friday at the opening of the 70th FIFA Congress
held by videoconference with delegates from 211
member federations that he believed he had restored
the integrity of the body after a wave of scandals.
“We will never again have corruption in football...
We have excluded it and we will not let it come
back,” promised a bullish Infantino who also refer-
enced his predecessor Sepp Blatter, ousted in 2015.

“FIFA became victim to corrupt officials —
that’s not what I say, that’s what courts say all over
the world, and FIFA is still suffering from that.  “In
2015 FIFA was toxic, was pronounced dead. An
organization that had served itself from football,
had used football, instead of serving football.”

Infantino, in charge of world football’s governing
body since 2016, is the subject of an investigation
over suspected collusion between him and Swiss
attorney general Michael Lauber, who resigned in
July over his handling of a corruption investigation
targeting FIFA.

“So why was I meeting the Swiss attorney gen-
eral? Because it was my duty as FIFA president
because I wanted to liberate FIFA from those old,
toxic values.” “We will be able to convince the
sceptics eventually. (The meetings with Lauber)
were meant to define that the new FIFA was miles
away from the old FIFA.” Infantino also met on
Wednesday in Washington with the US Minister of
Justice, William Barr, while the United States is still
investigating several South American football lead-
ers and marketing officials for “racketeering” or
corruption. 

Infantino, a lawyer by training, claimed his
reforms introduced since his first election in 2016,
were the reason why FIFA has been able to release
$1.5 billion (1.3 billion euros) in grants and loans to
help federations to face the consequences of the

pandemic.  “We have the money (to help) because in
the new FIFA, the money doesn’t disappear,” he said.
“We will know exactly where (the money) goes, and
why it goes there. It will be fully transparent.” —AFP

ZURICH: FIFA President Gianni Infantino delivers a
speech during the 70th Congress of the World football
governing body held online, on September 18, 2020 in
Zurich. —AFP

Roglic retains Tour 
lead as Andersen 
wins stage 19
CHAMPAGNOLE: Primoz Roglic kept his lead in the
Tour de France on Friday with just two stages remaining
as Denmark’s Soren Kragh Andersen burst clear to victo-
ry on stage 19. Sam Bennett inched further ahead in the
struggle for the green jersey by beating rival Peter Sagan,
who failed in two bids to shake off the Irishman. Sunweb
rider Andersen also won the stage at Lyon last week in
similar style, striking from 3km out, this time he attacked
with 16km to go. “I have proved myself in the greatest
race in the world,” said Andersen. “I just thought ‘holy
shit’ I’ve won two stages in the same Tour.” “This is a
result of all the work we have done at Sunweb over the
past two or three years,” he said.

In the race for overall Tour de France victory
Jumbo’s dominant leader Roglic retained a 57 second
advantage over his Slovenian compatriot Tadej
Pogacar. That duo face a much-awaited individual time
trial, which features a Category 1 mountain where the

21-year-old Pogacar has vowed to topple Roglic. The
younger man did just that recently in the Slovenian
national time-trials. “So far so good. Better even
because I kept my energy for the big day,” Roglic said.
“I know how I’ll handle tomorrow. I’m feeling okay
health-wise and I’m quite excited about it.”

Bad news 
Jumbo’s assistant manager Merijn Zeeman will not be

there for Roglic. Zeeman was thrown off the Tour on
Thursday for threats and insults to the control team
checking Roglic’s bike. “We are not happy with that, It’s
not good for us. “I wasn’t there when all this happened,
but it’s not nice as he cannot be here anymore,” Roglic
said. After three days going up and down Alpine moun-
tains, stage 19 had been described as an easy day for the
overall contenders, and so it proved. This was not the
case for Deceuninck-Quick Step sprinter Bennett howev-
er, who fended off the seven-time green jersey Sagan in
their close-run contest for the remaining sprint points.

Bennett v Sagan 
By the time the peloton reached the Jura vineyards of

Chateau-Chalon for climb at halfway, Remi Cavagna was
a minute ahead on a solo break   rolling through what
guides describe as one of France’s prettiest villages. At

the head of the main pack, Bennett won the dash for the
intermediary sprint points taking 11, to Sagan’s seven.
Sagan made a bid for glory from 20km out, but Bennett
was able to keep up. As an escape group formed, the
peloton slowed to a snail’s pace as many of the lesser rid-
ers realized their contribution to this Tour was essentially
over due to the nature of the final two stages. —AFP

CHAMPAGNOLE: Team Jumbo rider Slovenia’s Primoz
Roglic (center) wearing the overall leader’s yellow jer-
sey rides during the 19th stage of the 107th edition of
the Tour de France cycling race on September 18,
2020. —AFP


