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Trump, Biden  
make dueling trips  
to Minnesota 
 
 
WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump 
and his challenger Joe Biden made dueling trips 
to the battleground state of Minnesota on 
Friday, rapidly upping the tempo — and harsh 
tone — ahead of their first debate. 

With the two candidates also fresh from 
holding televised town hall sessions, the 2020 
contest is finally starting to look more like a tra-
ditional battle for the White House, six weeks 
before voting day November 3. 

Biden has spent much of the year locked 
down, along with the rest of the country, to 
avoid exposure to Covid-19. But with a CNN 
town hall in Pennsylvania on Thursday and a vis-
it to a trade union facility in Duluth, Minnesota 
on Friday, he is now hitting the campaign trail in 
earnest. Trump, who appeared on an ABC town 
hall Tuesday, arrived in Minnesota shortly after 
Biden to speak to supporters in the small north-
ern town of Bemidji.  

The state’s Democratic governor, Tim Walz, 
urged both teams to respect the measures in 
effect throughout Minnesota to slow the spread 
of Covid-19. Although Trump has campaigned 
far more intensely than Biden, he is also ramping 
up the pace and scale of his trademark rallies 
after being forced mostly to shelve them during 
the worst months of the pandemic. 

The former vice president slammed Trump’s 
handling of the Covid-19 pandemic during his 
speech in Duluth, speaking directly to the miners 
in the region who voted for the Republican bil-
lionaire in 2016 after decades of Democratic 
victories. “How many people across the Iron 
Range, how many empty chairs around those 
dinner tables, because of his negligence and his 
selfishness?” Biden asked. 

“Times are hard. Unemployment is way up,” 
he added. The day before, Biden had called on 
Trump to resign over his management of the 
global health crisis, which has killed nearly 
200,000 people in the US and torpedoed the 
world’s leading economy. 

Biden also on Friday took a new line of attack 
against his opponent, highlighting his own mod-
est origins compared to Trump, who was the heir 
to a fortune. “I don’t respect people based on 
how big the house they live in is,” Biden said. “I 
don’t look down my nose at people busting their 
necks for just making a living.” Minnesota is a 
historically Democratic state. However, Trump 
only narrowly lost there by less than two per-
centage points in 2016 against Hillary Clinton. 

Despite polls showing Biden ahead now — 
the latest Morning Consult poll had Biden at 48 
percent support and Trump at 44 percent — the 
real estate mogul thinks he can flip it this time.  

“Sleepy Joe doesn’t have a clue” how to han-
dle a pandemic, Trump tweeted before taking off 
for Minnesota. Biden’s trip reflects that the 
Democrats are taking that threat seriously, with 
Trump likely to push his twin messages of pro-
tecting blue collar jobs and clamping down after 
a summer of sometimes violent street protests 
nationwide against police brutality and racism. 

Heavily criticized by voters for his handling of 
the Covid-19 crisis, Trump has seized on stoking 
fears of leftwing violence as a way to refocus his 
campaign in the final weeks. — AFP 

UNITED NATIONS: The United Nations will 
mark its 75th anniversary tomorrow, celebrating the 
mantra that “multilateralism is not an option but a 
necessity,” even as the coronavirus underscores the 
fragility of international cooperation. 

The anniversary will kick off the global body’s 
annual General Assembly, when normally the leaders 
and representatives of nearly 200 countries gather 
en masse to sound off about the world’s problems 
and offer myriad solutions. 

But this year, a part of Manhattan will not be 
sealed off for the “UNGA”; there will be no endless 
limousine convoys, and no busy beehive of diplo-
mats, journalists and translators in the halls of the 
UN. Instead, with Covid-19 still limiting global 
movement, just one representative from each of the 
193 UN members will be allowed, and only someone 
already in the United States. 

Everyone else will have to appear by videocon-
ference, including some 160-170 heads of state and 
government planning addresses. 

Appearing by video on Tuesday will be Russia’s 
Vladimir Putin and China’s Xi Jinping, who in the 
past have let their top diplomats speak for them; 
and US leader Donald Trump.  

On Wednesday, Venezuela’s president Nicolas 
Maduro, who much of the world sees as illegitimate, 
will address the assembly by video. Missing as 
speakers are the leaders of Syria and North Korea.  

“Diplomacy, to be effective, requires personal 
contacts, and I am very sorry that we are not going 
to have the opportunity to bring together leaders of 
countries,” said UN Secretary General Antonio 
Guterres. Even so, he said, there would be “many 
virtual meetings” on the sidelines of the assembly, 
convening by teleconference on subjects such as 
climate change, biodiversity and the conflicts in 
Libya and Lebanon. 

Missed opportunity  
The event kicks off with a joint declaration full of 

good intentions and a call to combat unilateralism. 
But that belies the reality of what has happened 

since Covid-19 erupted early this year, with borders 
closed, cooperation limited and countries forced to 
go it alone. 

Bertrand Badie, professor at the Paris Institute of 
Political Studies, said the great powers missed a 
chance with the coronavirus to strengthen global 
cooperation. Instead, cooperation broke apart amid 
allegations that China and the World Health 
Organization moved slowly on the initial outbreak, 
and the US declared it would act alone and pulled 
out of the WHO. 

The superpowers’ behavior has “caused the fail-
ure, even the collapse, of the UN Security Council,” 
which was set up to lead on such world-shaking 
challenges as a pandemic, Badie said. 

The powers have clung to a “very conservative 
vision of security, that humanity is only threatened 
by rivalries between countries,” Badie told AFP, 
calling it “a very bad sign for the future.” 

 
‘Moments of disappointment’  

The declaration admits that, over seven and a 
half decades, the UN “has had its moments of dis-
appointment.” 

“Our world is not yet the world our founders 
envisaged 75 years ago,” it says, citing growing 
inequality and the persistence of poverty, hunger, 
armed conflicts, terrorism and climate change.  

However, the declaration also notes the United 
Nations has helped bring about decolonization, 
promote freedom, set standards for development 
and eradicate disease. 

“The United Nations has helped mitigate dozens 
of conflicts, saved hundreds of thousands of lives 

through humanitarian action and provided millions 
of children with the education that every child 
deserves,” the declaration says. 

In the wake of coronavirus, it says, “we have a 
historic opportunity to build back better and green-
er.” Yet the coronavirus has placed a spotlight on 
the paralyzing rivalry of the superpowers, especially 
between the United States and China, rapidly erod-
ing Washington’s global leadership. 

“Everyone has been too focused on the domestic 
impact of the pandemic to really look at the global 
picture,” said Richard Gowan of the International 
Crisis Group. “I am frankly deeply pessimistic about 
the chances for real UN reform or innovations in 
global governance. I cannot see China and the US 
agreeing on big reforms now,” Gowan said. Badie 
said the organization was immobilized by a power 
rivalry that dates back to the UN’s creation. — AFP 

Anniversary will kick off global body’s annual General Assembly

The UN marks 75th anniversary  
facing world split by COVID-19

Maduro has to  
leave: Pompeo  
 
 
BOA VISTA: US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
used a South American tour Friday to tell 
Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro he “has to 
leave,” drawing a furious accusation of “war-mon-
gering” from the leftist leader. 

Touring a refugee center in the town of Boa 
Vista, Brazil, on the border with Venezuela, Pompeo 
emphasized the plight of the nearly five million 
Venezuelans who have fled the country’s economic 
meltdown under Maduro. 

“Those people I talked to today are desperate to 
return home,” he said of the refugees being 
processed at the center — among the estimated 
260,000 Venezuelans who have fled to Brazil. 

“They want what all human beings want — dig-
nity, they want a democratic, peaceful, sovereign 
Venezuela to call home, one where they and their 
children can find jobs.” 

He called Maduro “a leader who’s destroyed his 
own country, a man-made disaster of massive pro-
portions,” as well as “a drug trafficker” — referring 
to charges the US Justice Department filed against 
Maduro and his inner circle earlier this year. 

“We know that the Maduro regime has decimat-
ed the people of Venezuela, and that Maduro him-
self is an indicted narcotics trafficker. That means he 
has to leave,” Pompeo said earlier in Guyana during 
a joint press conference with President Irfaan Ali. 

Maduro responded with an angry salvo of his 
own. “Mike Pompeo is on a war-mongering tour 
against Venezuela, but it has backfired on him... and 
he has failed in all his attempts to get the govern-
ments of the continent to organize themselves in a 
war against Venezuela,” he said on state TV. 

Venezuela, home to the world’s biggest oil 
reserves, has seen its economy shrink by more than 
half under Maduro, the political heir to late leftist 
firebrand Hugo Chavez after his death in 2013. 

But Maduro has so far survived attempts to oust 
him, including when National Assembly speaker 
Juan Guaido declared himself acting president in 
January 2019, claiming Maduro had stolen the 2018 
election. In Brazil, Pompeo also toured a processing 

center for refugees and a US-funded soup kitchen 
run by a local Catholic church for hungry and 
homeless Venezuelans living on the streets of Boa 
Vista. He announced another $348 million to help 
Venezuelan refugees and the countries hosting 
them, bringing total US contribution to more than 
$1.2 billion. 

He later met with far-right President Jair 
Bolsonaro’s foreign minister, Ernesto Araujo. 

The two reiterated their support for Guaido, who 
is recognized as president by around 50 countries, 
led by the United States. Backing Guaido as presi-
dent “doesn’t just mean supporting a courageous 
young leader, it means supporting the Venezuelan 
constitution and its legitimate authorities,” said 
Araujo at a joint news conference. 

The US Justice Department has put a $15-million 
bounty on Maduro’s head, accusing him of oversee-
ing massive drug trafficking into the United States. 

However, Maduro has steadfastly refused to back 
down and retains the support of the armed forces, 
as well as key allies in Russia and Iran. 

Iran has clashed with the United States over its 
attempts to ship gasoline to Venezuela, whose own 
refining capacity has collapsed so badly it now 
needs to import gasoline. 

Last month, the United States confirmed it had 
seized the cargo of four Venezuela-bound tankers 
sent by Iran. 

Responding to reports that three more tankers of 
Iranian fuel are now en route, Pompeo did not say 
whether the United States would attempt to seize 
them. “But, as I think the world has seen, we’ve 
stopped previous shipments from coming to 
Venezuela,” he said. — AFP 

GENEVA: Belarus opposition leader Svetlana Tikhanovskaya is seen speaking via video message before a 
meeting of the United Nations Human Rights Council on allegations of torture and other serious violations in 
her country in Geneva. — AFP 

LIMA: Peru’s President Martin 
Vizcarra survived an impeachment 
vote in Congress on Friday as his 
opponents failed to win the votes nec-
essary to remove him from power. 
Congress had voted last week to open 
impeachment proceedings against the 
57-year-old president for “moral inca-
pacity” over accusations he incited 
aides to lie to anti-graft investigators. 

After a 10-hour debate, only 32 leg-
islators voted for his dismissal, while 
78 voted against and 15 abstained. The 
opposition needed 87 votes of 130 to 
dismiss the popular leader. 

“Peru’s great challenges require us 
to act sensibly and responsibly,” 
Vizcarra tweeted after the vote. “Let 
us all continue working together for 
what really matters to Peruvians.” 

During a statement at the start of 
the Congressional debate, he had 
remained defiant. “I’m not running. I 
didn’t do it before and I’m not going 
to do it now,” he said before leaving 
his defense to his lawyer Roberto 
Pereira. 

The heated session was opened by 
Marino, who would have replaced 
Vizcarra as Peru’s leader had the 
impeachment carried. He began by 
calling on members present in the 
chamber to avoid any intolerant ges-
tures towards the head of state, 
although most of the 130 lawmakers 
joined the debate by video link due to 
the coronavirus pandemic, which has 
taken a heavy toll in the South 
American country. 

Vizcarra had accused Marino of 
“conspiracy” by trying to secure mili-

tary assurances for a bid to succeed 
him. Vizcarra’s cabinet petitioned the 
Constitutional Court this week on the 
grounds the legislature had exceeded 
its powers and was not competent in 
seeking to rule on the president’s 
moral capacity. 

But the Court ruled by five votes to 
two to allow the vote. Vizcarra, in 
power since 2018, came under fire 
after audio recordings were leaked, in 
which he is heard telling aides to hide 
details from congressional investiga-
tors of his office’s controversial hiring 
of a popular singer as a paid cultural 
advisor. 

Public support for the president 
and his anti-corruption campaign has 
been evident in opinion polls, with 
eight out of 10 Peruvians wanting him 
to continue until the end of his man-
date in July 2021. 

Peruvians also made their support 
clear on social networks and in pot-
banging street protests. The presi-
dent’s main rival, Keiko Fujimori, has 
publicly acknowledged that “there are 
not enough elements” to remove him 
from power. 

“The speed at which this process 
has been played out reflects a crisis in 
the institutions,” said political analyst 
Augusto Alvarez Rodrich. 

“No one wins here, the executive 
loses as does Congress, because peo-
ple see there are two branches of 
government locked in a political battle 
while a pandemic is killing Peruvians 
and creating a shocking level of 
unemployment that will take five years 
to recover from.” — AFP 

BOA VISTA: US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo (R) 
talks with Chancellor Ernesto Araujo (L) and Governor 
of Roraima, Antonio Denarium (C) as he arrives at 
Brazilian Air Base in Boa Vista Air Base, Roraima state, 
Brazil, on September 18, 2020. — AFP
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