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WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump on Friday
hailed the late US Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader
Ginsburg as a “titan of the law” whose legal expertise
and historic decisions inspired generations of
Americans.

“Today, our nation mourns the loss of a titan of the
law” who was “renowned for her brilliant mind and her
powerful dissents at the Supreme Court,” Trump said
in a statement.

“Her opinions, including well-known decisions
regarding the legal equality of women and the dis-
abled, have inspired all Americans, and generations of
great legal minds,” he added.

“May her memory be a great and magnificent
blessing to the world.”

Earlier in the evening, in learning of the liberal
icon’s death while he was on the campaign trail,
Trump paid tribute to the “amazing life” of the 87-
year-old justice. Trump was on stage at a rally in
Minnesota when news broke of the death of the jus-
tice known in popular culture as “the Notorious
RGB,” and was informed of her passing by reporters
after his speech.

“She just died?” he told reporters. “I didn’t know
that.” “Whether you agreed or not, she was an amaz-

ing woman who led an amazing life,” he added. “I’m
actually saddened to hear that.”

US flags at the White House were lowered to half
staff Friday “in honor of Supreme Court Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg, a trailblazer for women,” press secre-
tary Kayleigh McEnany said on Twitter. Flags were
also lowered at the US Capitol at the direction of
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, the top Democrat and
Trump’s chief nemesis in Washington.

“Justice Ginsburg embodied justice, brilliance and
goodness, and her passing is an incalculable loss for
our democracy and for all who sacrifice and strive to
build a better future for our children,” Pelosi said in a
statement.

While Trump offered warm words for Ginsburg,
he has made no secret of his interest in further shap-
ing the court’s ideological leanings. As he battles for
reelection, Trump has told supporters he will pack
the court with conservative-leaning justices for a
generation to come if he defeats his Democratic rival
Joe Biden in November. In August Trump told con-
servative radio talk show host Hugh Hewitt that he
“absolutely” would fill a high court vacancy should
an opportunity present itself  before his first term
expired. — AFP

Erdogan willing to 
meet Greek PM over 
east Med tensions
ISTANBUL: President Recep Tayyip Erdogan on
Friday said Turkey was ready to meet Greece’s
leader to resolve the standoff over energy explo-
ration in contested waters in the eastern
Mediterranean.

The search for gas and oil in the region has
sparked a row that has seen the two NATO neigh-
bours stage rival air and navy drills in strategic waters
between Cyprus and the Greek island of Crete.

“Could there be a meeting with Greek Prime
Minister (Kyriakos) Mitsotakis? What’s essential is
what we discuss and in what framework,” Erdogan

told reporters in Istanbul after Friday prayers. 
“We can meet if there is goodwill. We can talk

via videoconference or meet in a third country,”
Erdogan said, adding that Turkey would not be the
party fleeing the table.

Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu later
on Friday said the Greek ambassador Michael-
Christos Diamessi was summoned to the foreign
ministry in Ankara over an item in Dimokratia news-
paper, seen atop its website.

“A Greek newspaper had a vile front page,”
Cavusoglu said in Ankara. “We summoned the
Greek ambassador to the ministry,” he added, quot-
ed by state news agency Anadolu. In Athens, the
Greek foreign ministry said: “Freedom of expression
and freedom of the Press are fully protected in
Greece.  - ‘Refrain from insulting’ leader

“This fact does not negate the obligation to refrain
from insulting the personality of any individual, par-
ticularly a foreign leader,” the Greek ministry added. 

“The use of offensive language is contrary to our
country’s political culture and can only be con-
demned.” At the centre of the Greece-Turkey row
was Ankara’s deployment last month of a seismic
research vessel, the Oruc Reis, and an accompany-
ing fleet of warships in disputed waters near the
Greek island of Kastellorizo.  Turkish officials ended
the month-long mission and ordered the vessel back
to shore last weekend for maintanance and replen-
ishment. 

Erdogan also signalled that Oruc Reis would
return to its work, while also saying that its with-
drawal was deliberate.

“If we pulled Oruc Reis back to the port for
maintenance, it has a meaning,” he said. “It means
‘let’s give a chance to diplomacy, let’s show a posi-
tive approach’.”

Greek Foreign Minister Nikos Dendias in
Prague on Friday said Greece believed “a dialogue
should start and that international law should not

be violated. Of course in this area nobody should
try to prevail by force.”

He added Greece was “always open to a dialogue
with Turkey as regards coastal waters in the exclu-
sive economic zone, provided that Turkey stops its
provocative acts in the area.”

Turkey’s Yavuz drillship, meanwhile, will continue
it search for oil and gas off Cyprus until October 12
despite international calls to withdraw.

Ankara’s dispute with Athens has sparked a crisis
that has drawn in some EU member states, particu-
larly France which sent navy vessels and fighter jets
to the region in support of Greece. EU leaders are
due to discuss possible sanctions against Ankara at
their meeting on September 24-25. “We would like
our partners and friends in the EU to draft a list of
sanctions which should not be imposed on Turkey
immediately but rather serve as an example of sanc-
tions that could be imposed on Turkey if it doesn’t
stop its unlawful acts,” Dendias said. — AFP
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WASHINGTON: In this file photo taken on October 08, 2018 (From L) White House Counsel Don McGahn, Chief Justice of
the US Supreme Court John Roberts, Associate Justices Clarence Thomas, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Stephen Breyer,
Samuel Alito and Sonia Sotomayor listen to Brett Kavanaugh (R) during his swearing-in ceremony as Associate Justice
of the US Supreme Court at the White House in Washington. — AFP


