
Indian ambassador
looks to build on
‘excellent’ relations
By Ben Garcia

KUWAIT: Newly-appointed Indian Ambassador to
Kuwait Sibi George met members of the local press
on Thursday and thanked His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and the
people of Kuwait for the warm welcome accorded
to him. George arrived in Kuwait in the first week of
August and presented his credentials to His
Highness the Deputy Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on Sept 8, 2020. 

He said one of his main objectives in his tenure as
ambassador of India to Kuwait is to build on
already-excellent bilateral relations. “We have
excellent multifaceted cooperation covering various
sectors including high-level political engagement
and people-to-people exchanges,” George said.

“This is my first meeting with the press - I am

very happy to be here and delighted to serve our
people. I am thankful that today I am here to serve
our Indian diaspora in Kuwait and to further
strengthen our bilateral ties. I am thankful to the
leadership of His Highness the Amir, the government
and the people of Kuwait, especially for welcoming
our people in this country in this time of difficulties
when people are working together in the fight
against COVID-19. The Indian Embassy is working
with everyone in this fight - we will fight and we will
win,” the ambassador affirmed.
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Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: High school students throw their caps in the air while they celebrate their graduation on their own at the Shaheed Park in Kuwait City on September 18, 2020, as the
usually grand graduation celebrations have been cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Expats can use
mobile ID app
to enter Kuwait
KUWAIT: The Publ ic Authority for Civi l
Information (PACI) informed local authorities
that expat passengers can use the Kuwait
Mobile ID application as proof of having resi-
dency permit while traveling. Official letters
were sent to the foreign ministry to inform
embassies abroad and foreign embassies in
Kuwait, the interior ministry to inform border
outlets and the airport, and to the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) to inform air-
lines, travel agencies and international airports’
authorities to allow expats to enter Kuwait
using the smartphone app. Any person who has
a digital civil ID can use the application to
prove his residency and enter Kuwait, in addi-
tion to using it for all transactions, PACI said in
a statement.

Meanwhile, Kuwait on Thursday expanded
its COVID-19 ban on incoming commercial
f l ights from “high-risk” nations to include
Argentina, France and Yemen, but has removed
Singapore from the list. This decision comes in
accordance with the instructions of health
authorities, DGCA said in a press statement.
The list now includes a total 34 countries. The
remaining countries are Afghanistan, Armenia,
Bangladesh, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil,
Chile, China, Colombia, Dominican Republic,
Egypt, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Italy, Hong
Kong, Hungary, Lebanon, Mexico, Moldova,
Montenegro, Nepal , North Macedonia ,
Pakistan, Panama, Peru, the Philippines, Serbia,
Spain, Sri Lanka, and Syria. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Indian Ambassador to Kuwait Sibi George.  
— Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: People participate in a major cleaning campaign carried out in Kuwait yesterda, to coincide with the
World Cleanup Day. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Kuwait COVID cases
rise to 99,049 
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s confirmed novel coronavirus
cases increased by 521 to 99,049 with one person
having succumbed to the disease, raising the death
toll to 581 in the past 24 hours, the health ministry
said yesterday. The figures include people, who
have come into contact with infected individuals,
and others whose source of infection is currently
being investigated, read a ministry statement. In
terms of health zones, 131 cases were reported in
Hawally, 114 in Farwaniya, 111 in the Capital, 96 in
Al-Ahmadi and 69 in Jahra, the ministry added.
There are 96 people currently receiving intensive
care for the virus out of a total 8,970 patients being
hospitalized. Some 3,545 swab tests were conduct-
ed in the last 24 hours, out of a total of 705,029 so
far, the added ministry in a statement. Earlier, the
ministry said 722 people have recovered from the
virus, upping the total number of those to have
overcome the disease to 89,498. — KUNA


