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KUWAIT: During the past few years, 
corruption has become one of the most 
discussed topics in Kuwait. Due to the 
increasing number of graft cases, the 
Kuwait Anti-Corruption Authority 
(Nazaha) was established four years ago 
according to law no. 2/2016.  

“Over 300 reports of corruption have 
been made to Nazaha since 2016, and 40 
were referred to the public prosecution. 
Out of these, seven final verdicts have 
been issued, while the rest are still in 
court. The final verdicts stipulated finan-
cial penalties, in addition to forcing those 
convicted to return double the amount of 
funds misappropriated,” Dr Mohammed 
Buzubar, Assistant Secretary General for 
Detection and Investigation at Nazaha, 
told Kuwait Times. 

“Nazaha only accepts reports of cor-
ruption by employees in the public sector 
in positions starting from manager till the 
prime minister, according to article 2 of 
law no. 2/2016. These include around 
40,000 positions. Exceptions can be 
made if misappropriated amounts are very 
large, but usually the public prosecution 
deals directly with those in lower posi-
tions. Article 22 of the same law also men-
tions the crimes to which it applies,” he 
added. 

“Nazaha was founded based on the 
United Nations Convention Against 
Corruption (UNCAC), which today has 
187 members. Becoming a member in this 
convention resulted in making a commit-
ment to establish relationships with all 
international organizations including UN 

and European organizations such as the 
Financial Action Task Force (FATF) and 
others. Nazaha is in regular contact with 

them in order to combat corruption 
crimes,” Buzubar pointed out.  

Nazaha has close relations with these 
organizations. “We are cooperating with 
them in various issues. UNCAC sets a 

review every five years of the commit-
ments of each member. We also have very 
close relations with the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). We 
exchange information with other mem-
bers, which helps us when searching for 
information outside our borders. We have 
many examples of such cooperation,” 
stated Buzubar. 

 
Community role 

Nazaha also plays an awareness role in 
the community. “According to the conven-
tion, it is part of our duty to have channels 
of communication with non-governmental 
organizations, as these institutions usually 
are the ones to detect corruption. So 

Nazaha cooperates with NGOs and sup-
ports them,” he said.  

“We also hold symposiums and work-
shops with them to spread awareness on 
the dangers of corruption. On Monday 
(Sept 21), we are holding a workshop 
titled ‘Democratic Labor Governance’. 
Participation in this workshop is open to 
the public,” Buzubar told told Kuwait 
Times. “Furthermore, we have various 
memorandums of understanding with dif-
ferent public institutions including the 
ministry of awqaf, ministry of youth, min-
istry of education, ministry of commerce 
and others.” 

Financial disclosures were mandated 
by the anti-corruption law, according to 
which a person discloses all their real and 
movable property within the legal period, 
whether they are working in a public posi-
tion or have left this position. The disclo-
sure includes their bank accounts, real 
estate, movable property, debts and oth-
ers. “This disclosure helps us in controlling 
the performance of the public employee, 
so he cannot illegally benefit or profit from 
his public position. We are able to control 
his illegally inflated bank accounts. If an 
accusation is proven, we will refer him to 
the prosecution,” stressed Buzubar. 

“The national strategy for combating 
corruption is our long-term project. This 
strategy is a roadmap for the cooperation 
of the community with Nazaha in combat-
ing corruption. Nazaha leads this effort 
and the community supports it. This strat-
egy was set for the period from 2019 to 
2024, and it includes priorities and activi-
ties addressed to all public institutions, 
which have to respond to us,” he noted.  

“The duties of the institutions may 
include addressing any missing legislation 
at an institution, so it has to issue a decree. 
If the institution is holding training courses 
for employees, it has to inform us. Also, all 
public institutions should have codes of 
conduct and codes of ethics,” Buzubar 
said.   

 
Whistleblower protection 

Nazaha provides protection to whistle-
blowers. “There are three types of protec-
tion - personal, administrative and legal. 
Currently, we are providing administrative 
and legal protection, which guarantees the 
whistleblower anonymity and their per-
sonal data are confidential during investi-
gations at Nazaha and outside it (at the 
prosecution), in case the whistleblower 
faces problems or abuse at their work-
place related to reporting corruption,” 
highlighted Buzubar. 

A whistleblower has to submit proof. 
“He should have some documents proving 
his statement, or at least he should inform 
us where we can find such documents. We 
have the legal authority to get any docu-
ment we need from any public institution 
to use for our investigations at Nazaha,” 
he told Kuwait Times. 

The law sets sanctions for malicious 
reports, but they haven’t been activated till 
now. “Sanctions for false or malicious 
reports are mentioned in the corruption 
law, but until today, Nazaha hasn’t 
imposed any sanction as we assume the 
goodwill of the whistleblowers. But sanc-
tions are included in the law to protect 
persons accused of corruption if they are 
innocent,” concluded Buzubar.  

Nazaha received 300+ corruption 
reports, referred 40 to prosecution
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KUWAIT: Mohammed Buzubar, Assistant Secretary General for Detection and 
Investigation at Nazaha, speaks to Kuwait Times.  — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat 
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 He said that during the event, he voiced much 

thanks and appreciation to the US president for 
this good gesture, which showed that HH the Amir 
and the State of Kuwait are held in high esteem by 
the US administration.  

It also reflected recognition of the great role and 
unremitting efforts of HH the Amir for building and 
promoting strategic cooperation relations with the 
US, based on the bonds of partnership and friend-
ship between both countries and peoples over sev-
eral decades. 

HH the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh 
Nawaf on Friday sent a cable to HH the Amir 
Sheikh Sabah to congratulate him. In his cable, HH 
the Deputy Amir expressed his, the Kuwaiti gov-
ernment’s and people’s sincere congratulations to 
HH the Amir on this well-deserved honoring. He 
noted that this decoration comes in recognition of 
HH the Amir’s leading role to bolster regional and 
international peace and security. 

“This notable honoring of Your Highness shows 
how the international community places Your 

Highness and Kuwait high, thanks to your wise pol-
icy and your sincere efforts to promote dialogue 
for resolving disputes and conflicts as well as to 
your internationally-respected diplomacy and 
humanitarian role,” the Deputy Amir stated. He 
underlined the Amir’s humanitarian march, which is 
full of generous initiatives to aid people affected by 
natural or manmade disasters in every part of the 
globe, will remain a source of inspiration to the 
whole world. He also wished HH the Amir speedy 
recovery and everlasting wellbeing.  

HH the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince also sent 
a cable on Friday to Trump expressing his appreci-
ation and thanks on behalf of the Kuwaiti people 
and government for awarding HH the Amir the 
highest military honor given to a non-American 
commander in recognition of his relentless efforts 
and distinguished achievements. In his cable, 
Sheikh Nawaf said he “highly appreciates such 
tremendous honor in recognition of His Highness 
the Amir’s contributions and efforts to promote 
regional and international peace, including sup-
porting development as well as His Highness’ well-
known humanitarian initiatives around the world”.  

HH the Deputy Amir also affirmed that this honor 
has become a source of pride and praise for the 
entire Kuwaiti people, as it is a living symbol and 
an embodiment of the deep historical and solid ties 
between the two nations. — Agencies 

Trump decorates 
Amir with rare...
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the private sector for their contributions to this 

global event.  UN Secretary General’s 

Representative and Resident Coordinator to Kuwait 
Tareq Al-Sheikh, UN Ambassador to Kuwait 
Christian Tieu Dunn, and member of the Municipal 
Council Maha Al-Baghli expressed appreciation 
and pride to participate in such an international 
event. World Cleanup Day is an annual global social 
action program aimed at combating the global solid 
waste problem, including the problem of marine 
debris. It is coordinated by the Estonian organiza-
tion Let’s Do It! World. — KUNA
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 used to repeatedly denounce US actions against 

Chinese companies. 
Punitive measures may include fines against the 

foreign entity, banning it from conducting trade and 
investment in China, and restrictions on the entry of 
personnel or equipment into the country. It covers 
“foreign enterprises, other organizations and indi-
viduals”, the ministry said. 

Under Friday’s US order against the Chinese 
apps, Tencent-owned WeChat would lose function-
ality in the United States from today. TikTok users 
will be banned from installing updates but could 
keep accessing the service through Nov 12. That 
timeframe potentially allows for a tie-up between 
TikTok, owned by China’s ByteDance, and a US 
company to safeguard data for the wildly popular 
app to allay Washington’s security concerns. 

With President Donald Trump facing a tough re-
election campaign, US officials have described the 
measures as essential to safeguard national security 
from potential Chinese espionage through the plat-
forms. But in a response to the US steps, China’s 
Commerce Ministry yesterday condemned what it 
called US “bullying”, saying it violated international 
trade norms and that there was no evidence of any 
security threat. 

“If the US insists on going its own way, China 
will take necessary measures to resolutely safe-
guard the legitimate rights and interests of Chinese 
companies,” it said, without specifying the potential 
measures. A short time after that statement, the 
ministry announced the new sanctions regime. 
TikTok vowed to fight the Trump crackdown in 
court, saying it impedes a tool “for entertainment, 
self-expression and connection”. 

Critics said that while the security risks were 

unclear, the sweeping ban raises concerns about the 
US government’s ability to regulate free expression. 
“It’s a mistake to think of this as (only) a sanction on 
TikTok and WeChat. It’s a serious restriction on the 
First Amendment rights of US citizens and resi-
dents,” said Jameel Jaffer, director of the Knight 
First Amendment Institute at Columbia University. 

Some analysts say Trump’s moves are motivated 
more by reasons for business competition than 
security concerns. The moves would effectively dis-
able US use of WeChat - a so-called super-app 
used for messaging, shopping, payments and other 
services - and TikTok from the online marketplaces 
operated by Apple and Google. 

After today, services on WeChat will be “degrad-
ed”, said a senior US Commerce Department offi-
cial, who added that existing users may retain some 
capability. WeChat is widely used among Chinese 
expats to keep in touch with people back home. A 
court challenge to the ban by US-based WeChat 
users is pending. The US ban on WeChat does not 
affect its service in China where the app is much 
more widely used. 

Existing TikTok users will be able to continue using 
the app until Nov 12 - when it would also face a full 
ban on its US operations if no deal is reached, accord-
ing to officials. TikTok’s brand of brief, quirky phone 
videos has become hugely popular, especially among 
young people, with 100 million users in the US alone.  

The move ramps up pressure on ByteDance to 
conclude a deal to sell all or part of TikTok to allay 
US security concerns. A potential deal would allow 
Silicon Valley giant Oracle to become the tech part-
ner for TikTok, but some US lawmakers have 
objected to allowing ByteDance to keep a stake. 
Trump said Friday a deal could happen quickly.  

“For ByteDance, their back is against the wall to 
accept the terms of the deals outlined over the past 
few days,” Daniel Ives at Wedbush Securities said in 
a research note. “We still believe a deal can be 
reached and this shutdown averted although it’s a 
critical 48 hours ahead for deal negotiations 
between all parties involved.” — Reuters  
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potentially could announce a nominee and move 

rapidly through the confirmation process, which 
usually takes at least two months. Even before 
Ginsburg’s death, Trump had made public a list of 
potential nominees. 

Trump’s Democratic opponent in the presidential 
race, Joe Biden, on Friday night said the winner of 
the election should be the one to make the selection 
and that Trump should not move forward with a 
nominee. Chuck Schumer, the Senate’s top 
Democrat, agreed. McConnell pledged that the 
Senate would vote on any Trump nominee. If he 
wins, Biden would be sworn in to replace Trump on 
Jan 20. Trump focused his initial remarks on praising 
Ginsburg, who he previously had derided, without 
specifying his next steps. 

For liberals who considered her a heroine, the 
grief they have expressed over her death was tinged 
with fear over what happens next. Conservative 
activists for years have sought to get enough votes 
on the Supreme Court to overturn the 1973 Roe v 
Wade ruling that legalized abortion nationwide. 
During the 2016 campaign, Trump promised to 
appoint justices who would overturn that landmark 
decision. But the court in July, even with its conser-
vative majority, struck down a restrictive Louisiana 
abortion law on a 5-4 vote. 

The two justices who Trump already has appoint-

ed were Neil Gorsuch in 2017 and Brett Kavanaugh 
in 2018. Kavanaugh’s confirmation process was par-
ticularly heated, as he faced accusations by a 
California university professor, Christine Blasey 
Ford, that he had sexually assaulted her in 1982 
when the two were high school students in 
Maryland. Kavanaugh angrily denied those accusa-
tions and was narrowly confirmed. 

Republicans risk the possibility of liberals 
embracing more radical proposals should Trump 
replace Ginsburg but Democrats win November’s 
election, with some activists on the left suggesting 
even before Ginsburg’s death that the number of jus-
tices on the court should be expanded in order to 
counter Trump’s appointees. 

Confirmation votes could also put more pressure 
on incumbent Republican senators in highly compet-
itive election races, including Maine’s Susan Collins 
and Arizona’s Martha McSally, at a time when 
Democrats are eyeing a chance to win control of 
that chamber. Alaska Senator Lisa Murkowski also 
could play a pivotal role. 

Democrats are still seething over the Republican 
Senate’s refusal to act on Democratic President Barack 
Obama’s Supreme Court nominee, Merrick Garland, in 
2016 after conservative Justice Antonin Scalia died 
during that election year. McConnell in 2016 said the 
Senate should not act on a court nominee during an 
election year, a stance he has since reversed. 

Many court-watchers expect  Trump to 
attempt to replace Ginsburg with a woman. One 
possible contender on Trump’s list is Amy Coney 
Barrett, a conservative judge on the Chicago-
based 7th US Circuit Court of Appeals who was 
under consideration in 2018 before Trump picked 
Kavanaugh. —Reuters 

Fierce battle  
looms after...

RABAT: Hundreds of Moroccans demonstrated 
Friday against the “Arab normalization” of ties with 
Israel, following US-backed agreements week 
between the Jewish state, the United Arab Emirates 
and Bahrain. Demonstrators in the North African 
nation’s capital Rabat waved Palestinian flags, criti-
cizing the “treacherous countries” and “their 
American and Zionist allies”. 

The UAE and Bahrain on Tuesday signed deals 
with Israel at the White House, breaking decades of 
Arab consensus that there would be no relations 
with the Jewish state until it had made peace with 
the Palestinians. Before the deals, the only Arab 
countries to establish relations with Israel were 
Egypt in 1979 and Jordan in 1994. 

“We demand the criminalization of any normal-
ization” with Israel, demonstrators shouted. “We 
are here to remind people that the Palestinian 
cause is also ours,” said Taib Madmad, a member of 
the Moroccan Association for Human Rights. 
Morocco does not have formal relations with Israel, 

but has unofficial links, especially due to Jewish 
communities of Moroccan origin. Israeli media 
recently cited Morocco as one of the Arab coun-
tries that could also potentially normalize ties. A 
Moroccan official told AFP such reports were 
“completely unfounded”. — AFP  

Moroccans protest 
‘Arab normalization’ 
with Israel

RABAT: Moroccans wave Palestinian flags during a 
demonstration in the capital on Friday to denounce 
the Israeli normalization deals with the UAE and 
Bahrain. —AFP 
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