
News in brief

ROME: Switzerland’s Stan Wawrinka
crashed out of the Italian Open in the
first round on Tuesday after a humiliating
defeat to 18-year-old Italian Lorenzo
Musetti. The three-time Grand Slam win-
ner, the 10th seed in Rome, lost 6-0, 7-6
(7/2) against a player ranked 249th in the
world. Wawrinka, at 35 the oldest player
in the tournament, fought back after
trailing 2-0 in the second set, but it was
already too late to regain control.  

Musetti had only played one tour-level
match before facing the former world
number three in Rome, ousting Wawrinka
after one hour and 24 minutes. “I have
seen him play on television and I know he
is a very tough player,” said Musetti, who
will next meet Kei Nishikori in the second
round. “I’m going to enjoy the victory
before I start thinking about my match
against Nishikori.” Musetti, the youngest
player in the table, was born in 2002, the
year Wawrinka took his first steps on the
professional circuit. 

His coach, Simone Tartarini said
before the match it was an “impossible
mission” for his young protege. “But
Lorenzo likes this kind of situation, so
he’s very motivated,” he said. Like Rafael
Nadal, Wawrinka has given up on the
American hard court tour at Cincinnati
and the US Open. His only competition

since resuming after a six-month hiatus
linked to the coronavirus pandemic was a
Challenger tournament on clay in Prague. 

The Rome tournament is a tune-up
for the French Open in Roland Garros
from September 27. Favorites Rafael
Nadal and Novak Djokovic and top
women’s seed Simona Halep began their
campaigns yesterday. Nadal, after six
months without official matches, will take
on compatriot Pablo Carreno, a recent
semi-finalist of the US Open. Djokovic
takes on 87th-ranked Italian Salvatore
Caruso and Halep playing Italian Jasmine
Paolini, ranked 99th. 

Elsehwere US Open quarter-finalist
Andrey Rublev, eased past Argentine
qualifier Facundo Bagnis 6-4, 6-4 and
next meets Poland’s Hubert Hurkacz.
Rublev hit 25 winners for his 20th match
win of the season, winning two ATP Tour
titles this year in Qatar and Adelaide
before the season was suspended.
Canadians Milos Raonic and Denis
Shapovalov both advanced. Shapovalov,
the 12th seed, beat Argentine Guido
Pella 6-2, 6-3 with 13th-seed Raonic
ousting France’s Adrian Mannarino, 7-6
(7/3), 6-2. Italy’s Marco Cecchinato, a
semi-finalist in Roland Garros two years
ago, battled past Britain’s Kyle Edmund
3-6, 7-6 (9/7), 6-2 and next meets Serb

Filip Krajinovic.

Muguruza advances, Kerber out 
In the women’s tournament Spaniard

Garbine Muguruza dispatched American
Sloane Stephens in straight sets with
Russian Svetlana Kuznestova battling
through for her first win since the tennis
restart. Muguruza, the 2016 French Open
champion and seeded ninth in Rome,
eased through 6-3, 6-3 behind closed
doors on the red clay at the Foro Italico.
It was a tricky opener for Muguruza
against former US Open winner
Stephens who also has a pedigree on
clay, reaching the final in Roland Garros
two years ago.

Muguruza hit 22 winners and broke
Stephens four times, despite an hour-
long rain delay. She next meets 16-year-
old American Coco Gauff, who got her
first career main draw win on clay
against Ons Jabeur of Tunisia 6-4, 6-3. “I
knew I had a tough match against
Sloane,” said Muguruza. “I’m just happy
with my performance since is just the
third match I am able to play in a long
time.” Gauff, ranked 53, struggled with
her serve with seven double faults but
battled back from a 4-2 deficit in the first
set against her Tunisian rival who hit 29
unforced errors.

Former French Open winner
Kuznetsova had a tougher battle with
American Bernarda Pera before pulling
through 3-6, 7-6 (7/3), 6-3. The two-
time Grand Slam champion came from
a set and a break down and a 3-0
deficit in the tiebreak to set up a meet-
ing with Estonian 14th seed Anett

Kontaveit. The switch from hard court
at the US Open to clay proved tricky
for former world number one
Angelique Kerber, who reached the
fourth round at Flushing Meadows.
Kerber, the 15th seed, fell 6-3, 6-1 to
Czech Katerina Siniakova who next
plays Daria Kasatkina of Russia. — AFP 
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Wawrinka crashes out of 
Rome to Italian teenager

Kerber ousted as Shapovalov, Rublev advance in Rome

ROME: Denis Shapovalov of Canada plays a forehand to Guido Pella of Argentina
on day two of the Internazionali BNL DíItalia ATP tour at Foro Italico on
September 15, 2020 in Rome. — AFP 

Bernal quits Tour de France 

GRENOBLE: Last year’s winner Egan Bernal
withdrew from the Tour de France yesterday
with the defense of his title already in tatters.
The 23-year-old Colombian’s team Ineos
announced he was dropping out ahead of the
key 17th stage. Bernal came into the Tour with a
back injury and missing key allies and two of his
team then suffered injuries before Bernal himself
suffered a meltdown on a tough ascent on
Sunday that effectively ended his 2020 cam-
paign as he fell eight minutes behind the pace.
“This is obviously not how I wanted my Tour de
France to end, but I agree that it is the right
decision for me in the circumstances,” Bernal
said in a statement from Ineos. —AFP 

Brazilian govt backs Neymar 

SAO PAULO: Brazil’s government sent its sup-
port to Neymar Tuesday after he was red-carded
for a fight in a Ligue 1 match in France, condemn-
ing the “racism” that triggered the brawl. The
Paris Saint-Germain star is facing punishment by
the French league’s disciplinary commission after
slapping defender Alvaro Gonzalez near the end
of PSG’s 1-0 loss to Marseille Sunday, accusing
the Spaniard of calling him a “monkey.” Gonzalez
denies the accusation. But in Neymar’s native
Brazil, the ministry responsible for human rights
issues said it stood behind the world’s most
expensive footballer. “In the face of yet another
case of racism that has come to the surface in
sport, the ministry of women, the family and
human rights publicly voices its solidarity with
the player Neymar Jr,” the ministry said in a
statement.  —AFP 

Mooy makes instant impact 

SHANGHAI: Aaron Mooy said that he hadn’t
even expected to get on the pitch after the former
Premier League midfielder scored just 25 minutes
into his debut in China. The Australian internation-
al celebrated his 30th birthday with the winner in
Shanghai SIPG’s 2-1 victory over Wuhan Zall in
the Chinese Super League. “I’ve only been here a
few days with the team so I didn’t expect to play,”
said Mooy, who joined the Brazilians Oscar and
Hulk at SIPG after moving from Brighton and Hove
Albion. “But I was ready in case the coach asked
me to come on so I’m just happy I could come on
and help the team.” Mooy, also formerly of
Huddersfield Town and Manchester City - where
he failed to make an appearance — came on as a
substitute for the second half on Tuesday. —AFP 

Lazio sign Kosovo striker Muriqi

MILAN: Lazio have signed Kosovo international
striker Vedat Muriqi from Turkish club
Fenerbahce, the Serie A side confirmed on
Tuesday. “Lazio announces the definitive purchase
of the player Vedat Muriqi from Fenerbahce,” the
Roman club said in a brief statement. The 26-year-
old Muriqi will support Serie A top scorer Ciro
Immobile as Lazio return to Champions League
football this season. Simone Inzaghi’s side are
reported to have spent 20 million euros ($23 mil-
lion) for the services of the forward on a five-year
deal. The Italian top flight kicks off this weekend
but Lazio’s opener against Atalanta has been
pushed back until September 30 because of the
Bergamo club’s Champions League ‘Final Eight’
campaign last month. Lazio finished fourth last
season and play their first Serie A match at
Cagliari on September 26. —AFP

Qatar’s Duhail win 
as Al Sadd hold 
Al Ain in thriller
DOHA: Qatar’s leading clubs stole the limelight
from their UAE rivals on Tuesday on a dramatic day
in the Asian Champions League. Recently-crowned
Qatar Stars League champions Al Duhail edged
past Sharjah 2-1 and league runners Al Sadd twice
rallying from a goal down to hold Al Ain 3-3. While
for Al Duhail it was their second victory in three
matches, Al Sadd had to be satisfied with their sec-
ond draw as an own goal by Boualem Khoukhi pre-
vented them from gaining full points. Al Duhail were
clearly the better team in Group C with Almoez Ali
and Ramin Rezaeian finding the target either side of
half time at the brand new Education City Stadium,
one of the venues for the 2022 World Cup.

Ali, the tournament golden boot as Qatar won
the Asian Cup winning side early last year, opened
the scoring or Al Duhail with a clinical low finish
after receiving a long pass from Luiz Junior in the
41st minute. Sharjah conceded their second goal
just six minutes into the second half with Iranian
Ramin Rezaeian curling in a free-kick from just out-
side the penalty area. Although Brazilian Igor
Coronado replied in the 58th minute from the
penalty spot after he was brought down, Al Duhail
held on to deny Sharjah their first victory in the
tournament since 2004.

Xavi’s Al Sadd had to contend with a determined
Al Ain side keen to record their first victory in
Group D following their opening two losses. The

UAE side, who won the inaugural Champions
League title in 2003 and have been runners-up
twice, took an early lead with Togolese forward
Kodjo Laba scoring off a pass from Wilson Eduardo
in the fifth minute. Al Sadd, the 2011 champions,
equalized through 2019 AFC Footballer of the Year
Akram Afif in the 35th minute, the striker firing in
from close range following a pass from South
Korean Nam Tae-Hee.

The Qatar giants’ joy lasted only three minutes,
however, as Kazakh international Bauyrzhan
Islamkhan again put visitors Al Ain ahead with a fine
shot from outside the that slipped under the cross-
bar despite goalkeeper Saad al-Sheeb’s attempt to

stop it. Al Sadd responded with a purple patch as
Santi Cazorla scored off an Afif pass in the 55th
minute and Baghdad Bounedjah made good of an
assist from Nam five minutes later to put their team
ahead for the first time.

But the home team, who earlier in the day
announced that young winger Saoud al-Nassr had
tested positive for Covid-19, failed to hold on to their
lead when Khoukhi’s attempt to clear the ball resulted
in an own goal. Al Sadd captain Hassan al-Haydos was
left ruing the missed opportunity to take three points.
“We didn’t perform as well we should have. Now we
will have to work hard to win the next game,” he said.
“We are capable of doing much better.” — AFP 

AR RAYYAN: Sharjah’s goalkeeper Adel Al-Hosani (right) concedes a goal during the AFC Champions
League group C match between Qatar’s Al-Duhail and UAE’s Sharjah on September 15, 2020. — AFP 

LYON: Memphis Depay scored
what might be his farewell goal
for Lyon on Tuesday in a 2-1
Ligue 1 defeat at Montpellier
which could be his final match
before a rumored move to
Barcelona. Netherlands attacker
Depay smashed home a penalty
with eight minutes left as 10-man
Lyon failed to claw back a two-
goal deficit created by a Teji
Savanier brace scored either side
of half-time. Rudi Garcia’s side
were already a goal down to
Savanier’s 38th-minute penalty,
which was won by the
Frenchman, when Houssem Aouor
was sent off for a high challenge
on Arnaud Souqet just before the
break in his first league start
since shaking off the coronavirus.

Savanier doubled his hosts’
lead with a sharp low finish in the
59th minute, and they held out
against late pressure following
Depay’s spot-kick, which came
after Hilton was sent off for a late
tackle on Rayan Cherki. Dutch
daily De Telegraaf reported earli-
er on Tuesday that Netherlands
forward Depay was set to join
compatriots Frenkie de Jong and
Ronald Koeman at Barca this
week in a transfer worth 25 mil-
lion euros ($29.6 million).

However Lyon president
Jean-Michel Aulas later said that
his Barcelona counterpart Josep
Maria Bartomeu told him the
Catalan giants could not afford

Depay. “The president of
Barcelona told me on Sunday
that Barca are really suffering
from the COVID crisis and were
not able to make an offer,” Aulas
said on Twitter. Paris Saint-
Germain will try to get over their
dreadful start to the season
when they host Metz at the Parc
des Princes.

Champions PSG lost both their
opening two fixtures and had
been hit with a wave of coron-
avirus cases that affected seven
of their star players. Thomas
Tuchel’s side are also awaiting the
result of disciplinary commission,
which is set to reveal its punish-
ments following the mass brawl
involving Neymar that marred the
end of their 1-0 defeat to
Marseille at the weekend.
Marseille meanwhile will host
Saint-Etienne on Friday in what
was supposed to the curtain rais-
er to the 2020-21 season. — AFP 

PAOK dump Benfica 
out of Champions 
League qualifying
SALONIKA: Former European Cup winners
Benfica crashed out of the Champions League third
qualifying round after a shock 2-1 defeat at PAOK
Salonika on Tuesday as Serbia winger Andrija
Zivkovic scored against his former club a week after
leaving them. Dynamo Kiev also advanced to the
playoff round with a 2-0 home win over Dutch side
AZ Alkmaar, as did Belgians Gent after they beat
visitors Rapid Vienna 2-1.

PAOK’S reward is a two-legged playoff against
Russians Krasnodar, while Dynamo face Gent for
berths in the money-spinning group stage featuring
32 teams. Benfica, who won Europe’s premier club
competition in 1961 and 1962, saw last season’s woes
spill over into this term as Zivkovic, who endured
four difficult seasons in Portugal, rubbed salt into
their wounds. Having seen the domestic league and
cup double go to Porto last term, Benfica missed a
string of chances against PAOK in a one-sided first
half as they enjoyed 72% of possession.

They were punished after the break as Dimitrios
Giannoulis poked in the opener from close range in
the 63rd minute after a one-two with Chuba Akpom
and substitute Zivkovic made it 2-0 in the 75th with
a sweet shot inside the near post. Rafa Silva pulled
one back with a stoppage time header but it came
too late to avoid an embarrassing defeat which will
pile pressure on manager Jorge Jesus, who returned
to Benfica during the close season for a second spell
in charge. Having been in charge from 2009 to 2015,
Jesus went on to win the elusive double of the
Brazilian league title and Copa Libertadores with
Flamengo in 2019 but now faces a mammoth task to
get Benfica back to winning ways. Dynamo soaked
up pressure on home soil against Alkmaar in the first
half before Luxembourg forward Gerson Rodrigues
fired them ahead just after the break with a neat fin-
ish into the roof of the net thanks to good work by
Vitaliy Buyalskiy. — Reuters

Depay scores  in Montpellier
defeat amid Barca rumors 

MONTPELLIER: Lyon’s Dutch forward Memphis Depay (left) vies with
Montpellier’s French defender Arnaud Souquet (right) and
Montpellier’s French midfielder Jordan Ferri (center) during the French
L1 football match between Montpellier Herault SC and Olympique
Lyonnais on September 15, 2020.  — AFP 


