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The remains of a Tyrannosaurus rex named Stan will go on sale in New York Angela
Weiss.— AFP

This picture shows Tengku Mohamad Ali Mansor inspecting a glass bottle at his bottle museum in Penarik village in
the Setiu district of the eastern Malaysian state of Terengganu. — AFP photos

Pictures show glass bottles, found by Tengku Mohamad Ali Mansor along the shores of beaches, displayed in his bottle museum. Picture shows Tengku Mohamad Ali Mansor posing for pictures outside his
bottle museum.

Picture shows Tengku Mohamad Ali Mansor
cleaning a glass bottle he found on a beach.

Tengku Mohamad Ali Mansor keeping a glass bottle he
found on the beach in his backpack during sunrise at a
beach in Mangkuk village.

Tengku Mohamad Ali Mansor decorating pieces of broken
glass he found along the shore of beaches in his bottle
museum in Penarik village.

Picture shows Tengku Mohamad Ali Mansor posing for
pictures with a bottle containing a message inside, which
he found on the shore of a beach, at his bottle museum.

Picture shows one of Tengku Mohamad Ali Mansor’s
favourite glass bottles, found on the shore of a beach,
displayed in his bottle museum.

Ateam of palaeontologists have dis-
covered what they believe is the
world’s oldest animal sperm,

frozen 100 million years ago inside a tiny
crustacean in tree resin in Myanmar. The
oldest known examples of fossilized ani-
mal sperm were previously a mere 17
million years old, according to the team
of experts led by Wang He of the
Chinese Academy of Science in Nanjing.
The sperm was found inside an ostra-
cod-a type of crustacean that has exist-
ed for 500 million years and can be
found in many oceans today, they said in
a paper published yesterday  in the
Royal Society’s Proceedings journal.

They were found in the body of a
female specimen, indicating that she
must have been fertilized shortly before
being trapped in amber, the experts
said. The individual sperms were

described as “giants”, measuring up to
4.6 times the size of the body of the
male.  “This is equivalent to about 7.30
meters in a 1.70-metre human, so it
requires a lot of energy to produce
them,” Renate Matzke-Karasz of the
Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich,
co-author of the study, told AFP.  The
ostracod was also a new species that
the scientists have named
“Myanmarcypris hui”.

‘Eureka moment’ 
Fossilized shells of ostracods are

common but finding a specimen with
“soft parts” is rare, the experts said.
During the Cretaceous period around
145 to 66 million years ago, the ostra-
cods in question probably lived in the
coastal waters of present-day Myanmar
where they became trapped in a blob of

tree resin.  The tiny creatures are less
than a millimeter long but the scientists
made 3-D reconstructions of them to
observe them more closely, leading to
what Wang described as “one of those
special Eureka moments in a
researcher’s life”. 

As well as the sperm, the reconstruc-
tions also showed the distinctive muscu-
lar sperm pumps and penises (two of
each) that male ostracods use to insemi-
nate the females. Most males in the ani-
mal world including humans produce
tens of millions of tiny sperm cells, but
ostracods are different-for them, it’s all
about quality over quantity. There are
several conflicting theories about the
evolutionary value of such giant sperms.
“For example, experiments have shown
that in one group, a high degree of com-
petition between males can lead to a
longer sperm life, while in another group,
a low degree of competition also led to a
longer sperm life,” said Matzke-Karasz.

“To show that using giant sperms in
reproduction is not an extinction-doomed
extravagance of evolution, but a serious
long-term advantage for the survival of a
species, we need to know when they first
appeared.” Scientists have been
researching the amber of Myanmar for
decades, finding all kinds of frozen treas-
ures including frogs, snakes and a feath-
ered dinosaur tail. — AFP

The skeleton of a 40-foot (12-meter)
dinosaur nicknamed “Stan”, one of
the most complete Tyrannosaurus

rex specimens ever found, will be auc-
tioned in New York next month and could
set a record for a sale of its kind.
Discovered in 1987 near Buffalo, South
Dakota, the 188-bone skeleton took more
than three years to excavate and recon-
struct by paleontologists from the state’s
Black Hills Geological Research Institute,
where it has been exhibited since. Stan,
who researchers estimate died around
60 million years ago aged about 20, has
since been used to make replicas for
dozens of museums eager to acquire
their own T-rex model. 

Only about 50 skeletons of one of the
largest carnivores to roam Earth have
been discovered since the first in 1902.
James Hyslop, of auctioneer Christie’s,

said: “There aren’t very many very good
complete skeletons in there. “It is a once-
in-a-generation opportunity to acquire a
T-Rex as complete as this.” The sale will
be held in New York on October 6, with
bids expected from $6 million to $8 mil-
lion-putting it within reach of the $8.4 mil-
lion paid for a T-rex named Sue in
October 1997. “Any natural history muse-
um would consider him the crown of their
collection,” Hyslop said. Stan-named
after the amateur paleontologist respon-
sible for his initial discovery-will be on
display in a window at Christie’s head-
quarters in New York City from
Wednesday until October 21. Its head is
so heavy that a replica sits atop the
skeleton, with the real one presented
alongside.— AFP

The ostracod was found
frozen in a blob of tree
resin or amber. — AFP 

A74-year-old Malaysian man’s quest
to rid the country’s beaches of
washed-up glass led to a collection

of thousands of bottles, now displayed in a
colorful seaside museum.  For the past 15
years, Tengku Mohamad Ali Mansor has
made it his mission to gather bottles
washed ashore on Malaysia’s rugged
South China Sea coast.  He has picked up
around 9,000 of them, which he now dis-
plays in a traditional wooden house that he
has turned into a museum.  They come in
various shapes and sizes, from all over the
world, stacked across shelves and on the
floor-with an igloo-shaped mound of bot-
tles outside. 

He even found messages in two of the
bottles, one with a picture of a heart and
some faded Chinese characters, and a
second that has been torn apart and is no

longer legible. “I did this at first to keep the
sea clean,” he told AFP from his village of
Penarik, where the wooden museum sits
next to his home.  “I want to save people
from being hurt by broken glass-and to
save the world from being littered with
glass.”  On a recent morning beach patrol,
the spry grandfather of 20 said a Muslim
prayer as he stooped to pick up an empty,
white-capped bottle.  The ex-soldier wiped
it down before slipping it into his back-
pack-another one for his collection.
Tengku Ali’s obsession began in 2005,
when he saw children blowing up empty
bottles with fireworks.

Worried the shattered glass could hurt
people, he said he would pay them for any
bottles they found-and they returned with
over 500.  He then began collecting bot-
tles off beaches. Only later, as his collec-

tion grew, did he decide to open a muse-
um.  The site attracts a regular stream of
visitors who have read about it on his
Facebook page.  During a coronavirus
lockdown earlier this year, he kept busy
glueing glass shards together to make
bottle shapes in a style similar to
Japanese “kintsugi”, where broken pottery
is repaired with lacquer mixed with pow-
dered gold.  Tengku Ali vows to continue
his quest as long as he lives.  “People
think I’m crazy, but I don’t care,” he said.
“Allah knows what I am doing. I do this
because I love this world.”— AFP

Picture shows Tengku Mohamad Ali Mansor
walking outside his bottle museum after col-
lecting bottles from a beach in Penarik village.


