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In this file photo people visit Downtown Disney in Anaheim, California the first day the outdoor
shopping and dining complex has been open to the public since it closed in mid-March amid the
COVID-19 pandemic. — AFP 

After three tumultuous years of
marriage, superstar rapper Cardi
B filed for divorce Tuesday from

her husband, rapper Offset, according
to court records. The couple, who mar-
ried secretly in September 2017, had
already been through a well-publicized
rough patch that resulted in her
announcing their break-up almost two
years ago. “We got a lot of love for
each other but things just haven’t been
working out between us for a long
time,” she said in a December 2018
video on Instagram, where she has
some 75.5 million followers.

“It’s just like, I guess we just grew

out of love, but we’re not together any-
more.” But by about a year later the
pair had reconciled and Cardi B,
whose real name is Belcalis Marlenis
Almanzar, told Vogue at the time that
the split was over her husband’s infi-
delity. “We have come to a clear under-
standing. For me, monogamy is the
only way,” she said. Cardi B is seeking
custody of 2-year-old daughter Kulture
and child support from Offset, whose
real name is Kiari Cephus. A hearing is
set for November 4, according to the
Fulton County court in Georgia, which
is Offset’s home state. Despite the tur-
moil in her personal life, Cardi B has

rocketed to success from her humble
origins in New York’s Bronx. Her 2017
hit “Bodak Yellow” brought her fame,
and 2020 chart topper “WAP” brought
her controversy. The song is an
unadulterated celebration of female
desire brimming with graphic sexual
metaphors that left American conserva-
tives hot and bothered. — AFP

In this file photo US rapper Cardi B
and US rapper Offset arrive at the

2018 American Music Awards in Los
Angeles, California. — AFP 

Madonna has revealed that her
next project will be the movie of
her life-and the final product

should meet with her approval as she is
bringing it to the screen herself.  The 62-
year-old Material Girl, whose four-
decade career as a singer, actress and
cultural touchstone has taken in sex, reli-
gion and other traditional taboos, will
direct the biopic, according to a state-
ment from movie studio Universal.
Madonna will also co-write, with Diablo
Cody who won an Oscar for the screen-
play of coming-of-age dramedy “Juno”
(2007).  “I want to convey the incredible
journey that life has taken me on as an
artist, a musician, a dancer-a human
being,” Madonna said in a statement
posted to her website.  “The focus of this
film will always be music,” she added.
“Music has kept me going and art has
kept me alive.”  

The entertainer enthused about “so
many untold and inspiring stories” from
her “roller coaster” life and asked, “who
better to tell it than me?”  Universal’s
Donna Langley described the Michigan
native-real name Madonna Louise
Ciccone-as “the ultimate icon.” “With her
singular gift of creating art that is as
accessible as it is boundary-pushing,
she has shaped our culture in a way
very few others have,” Langley said.
Madonna, responsible for hits such as
“Like a Prayer,” “Material Girl” and “Like
a Virgin,” is one of the most prolific
artists of her time, having sold 335 mil-
lion albums.  She made her film debut in
1985’s “Desperately Seeking Susan”
and won the Best Actress Golden Globe
for 1996’s “Evita” before directing and
co-writing “W.E.” in 2011.— AFP 

Celebrities including Kim
Kardashian won’t post on
Instagram or Facebook for 24

hours from yesterday as part of a
protest to pressure the world’s biggest
social media firm to fight hate and dis-
information. Stars like Leonardo
DiCaprio, Sacha Baron Cohen, Katy
Perry and Michael B. Jordan have all
expressed support for the freeze
organized by “Stop Hate for Profit”, a
coalition calling on Facebook, which
owns Instagram, to change. “I can’t sit
by and stay silent while these platforms
continue to allow the spreading of hate,
propaganda and misinformation-creat-
ed by groups to sow division and split
America apart”, posted Kardashian,
who has 188 mill ion followers on
Instagram.

Actress Kerry Washington, known

for her role on drama series “Scandal”
posted: “It’s up to Facebook and other
social platforms to stop the amplifica-
tion of hate and the undermining of
democracy.” Facebook has come
under heavy pressure from activists,
governments and companies that
advertise on its platforms for tougher
action on promoting discrimination,
hatred or violence. The company has
pointed to its efforts to take down
accounts associated with extremist
groups and its moves to fight misinfor-
mation ahead of the November 3 US
presidential election. Facebook was
sharply criticized for its handling of the
2016 presidential election, when it
failed to restrict disinformation from
Russian operatives that spread con-
spiracy theories and discouraged vot-
ing in some cases.

The Stop Hate for Profit collective
organizing yesterday’s freeze, which
includes the Anti-Defamation League
and the NAACP, was behind a push for
advertisers to boycott the platform. By
July nearly 1,000 advertisers had
joined, including VW and Adidas.
Facebook still reported a $5.2 billion
quarterly profit at the end of July,
despite the protest. Facebook chief
executive Mark Zuckerberg met with
coalition organizers in July, but they
vowed to continue pushing the ad boy-
cott saying the social media giant had
failed to tackle hateful content.

In a statement on yesterday’s freeze,
the Anti-Defamation League said
“members of the public, corporations,
nonprofits and social influencers are
expected to join in the effort.” The col-
lective, made up of nine associations,

has demanded that Facebook increase
the resources it puts into fighting online
hatred and disinformation.— AFP

In this file photo US media personality Kim
Kardashian West attends the WSJ
Magazine 2019 Innovator Awards at MOMA
in New York City. — AFP 

The crown worn by Notorious B.I.G. when photographed by Barron Claiborne as the King of New York is displayed during a preview at Sotheby’s
for their Inaugural HIP HOP Auction in New York City. — AFP photos

Martin Scorsese warned that cinema
is becoming “marginalized and
devalued” as a “form of comfort

food” during the coronavirus pandemic,
as he addressed the Toronto film festival
Tuesday. Scorsese, no stranger to con-
troversy after last year slamming popular
superhero blockbusters as “not cinema”,
spoke as movie theaters remain closed in
major US cities including Los Angeles
and New York. Toronto, North America’s
largest film festival, is taking place mainly
online this year, along with a handful of
drive-in and limited capacity indoor
screenings.  In a short video introducing
the event’s annual career achievement
gala, Scorsese praised the festival for
going ahead at all.

“The fact that film festivals are con-
tinuing to happen-improvising, adapt-
ing, making it all work somehow-is very
moving to me,” said the Oscar-winning
“Goodfellas” director.  “Because in the
press and the popular culture, what’s
happening... it’s becoming sadly com-
mon to see cinema marginalized and
devalued, and in this situation catego-
rized sort of as a form of comfort food.”
Millions around the world have spent
the past few months locked at home
due to the pandemic, with many binge-
watching television and films from their
living rooms.

In a blistering New York Times op-ed
last November, Scorsese said movie
theaters are the place “where the film-

maker intended her or his picture to be
seen,” and warned superhero movies
were crowding auteurs off the big
screen. “To celebrate its very existence
is all the more important and neces-
sary... this remarkable art form has
always been and always will be much
more than a diversion,” added Scorsese
in the video aired Tuesday. “Cinema,
film, movies, at its best, is a source of
wonder and inspiration.”

‘Terrified’ 
British acting royalty Anthony Hopkins

and Kate Winslet received career awards
Tuesday at the virtual gala from Toronto,
where both are promoting acclaimed
new films that could land them their sec-
ond Oscars. From her home in England,
Winslet said making 19th-century lesbian
romance “Ammonite” was “a gift,” with
her role as a pioneering paleontologist a

test of her acting chops. “I love playing
parts that make me feel terrified and
parts that make me feel incredible joy,”
said Winslet, who won the best actress
Oscar for 2008’s “The Reader” and has
six other nods including for global phe-
nomenon “Titanic.”

Her latest, “quiet, intimate” film, sees
Winslet’s fossil-hunting heroine bond with
a grieving mother played by Saoirse
Ronan.  Hopkins, 82, whose
heartwrenching dementia drama got a
second airing I Toronto after rave reviews
at January’s Sundance festival, joked:
“I’m astonished that I’m still in work-still
working at my age.” He described “The
Father,” which sees French playwright
Florian Zeller make a directorial film
debut adapting his own award-winning
2012 play, “deeply intense and deeply
disturbing.” The film charts Hopkins’
character’s battle with paranoia, memory

loss and contradictory realities, with the
Welsh luminary bringing humor and
pathos to a performance alongside Olivia
Colman as his long-suffering daughter.

Hopkins won best actor at the 1992
Oscars for his unforgettable turn as serial
killer Hannibal Lecter in “Silence of the
Lambs,” and has since been nominated
four more times. Both Winslet and
Hopkins devoted much of their accept-
ance speeches, projected into an empty
Toronto movie theater, to thanking emer-
gency workers. Chloe Zhao, the director
of early Oscar contender “Nomadland,”
which won the Golden Lion at the Venice
film festival last weekend, was also rec-
ognized for her work. The Toronto
International Film Festival runs until
Sunday.— AFP

In this file photo Madonna poses in the press
room at the 2018 MTV Video Music Awards at
Radio City Music Hall in New York City. — AFP 
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Disneyland, Universal Studios and
other theme parks have called on
California officials to set out the

health criteria required for them to
reopen, warning that tens of thousands
of jobs are at stake. Six months after
some 30 amusement parks closed “vol-
untarily in response to COVID,” the
California Parks and Attractions
Association said it had created robust
measures to protect visitors and staff,
but guidance from the state “has not
been forthcoming.” “California’s amuse-
ment parks urge the Governor to issue

amusement park guidelines expedi-
tiously so these vital community attrac-
tions can reopen their doors,” said
executive director Erin Guerrero in a
statement to AFP on Tuesday.

Guerrero warned that “hundreds of
millions of tax revenue” have been lost
and many nearby local businesses had
closed permanently.  Disneyland in
Anaheim, south of Los Angeles, had
planned to reopen July 17, but aborted
after failing to get the green light from
local officials. —AFP

The plastic gold colored crown that
American rapper Notorious B.I.G
wore on the last photo shoot

before his death fetched $600,000 at
the first-ever hip hop auction held by
an international house, Sotheby’s said
yesterday. The auction was a celebra-
tion of the history and cultural impact
hip-hop has had on art and culture
from the late 1970s through mid-1990s,
and up to the present, Sotheby’s said.
After highlighting sneakers and hand-
bags in recent years, Sotheby’s in New
York dedicated its September auction

to hip-hop culture, featuring some 120
lots that included boomboxes, photos
of Snoop Dogg and Louis Vuitton lug-
gage. The auction house has said it
was the first auction staged by an inter-
national house anywhere devoted
entirely to hip-hop. The signed crown,
which was just a plastic prop from a
party shop, worn by the rapper in the
1997 “King of New York” photograph
was offered on sale for the first time,
and was expected to fetch $200,000 -
$300,000 at the Sept. 15 auction,
Sotheby’s had said earlier.

The New York rapper, also known
as Biggie Smalls, was shot dead in Los
Angeles at the age of 24 three days
after the photo shoot as part of a feud
between east and west coast rappers
that also took the life of Tupac Shakur,
25, in 1996. Both crimes remain
unsolved. In the auction, a series of 22
love letters written by a 16-year-old
Shakur to his high school sweetheart
Kathy Loy between 1987-1988, were
sold for $75,600. —Reuters


