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Hurricane Sally gains 
strength as it nears 
southern US
NEW ORLEANS: Hurricane Sally picked up
strength as it edged towards the US Gulf Coast
early yesterday, with forecasts of drenching
rains that could provoke “historic” and poten-
tially deadly flash floods.

The National Hurricane Center (NHC) said
coastal areas in Alabama, Mississippi and
Florida were in the sights of the storm, that was
packing maximum sustained winds of around
105 miles (165 kilometers) per hour by midnight
local time (0500 GMT). The storm — previous-
ly downgraded to Category 1 — had strength-
ened again to Category 2, it said.

“Historic life-threatening flooding likely along
portions of the northern Gulf coast,” the Miami-
based center had warned late Tuesday, adding
the hurricane could dump up to 20 inches (50
centimeters) of rain in some areas.

About 75,000 homes in Alabama and Florida
were already without power Tuesday evening,
according to the Weather Channel, and video
posted to social media appeared to show some
areas had started to flood.

At 0500 GMT, Sally was about 65 miles
south of Mobile, Alabama and heading north at a
crawling pace of two miles per hour in the Gulf
of Mexico, though the storm was expected to
pick up speed through today.

Sally is one of five tropical cyclones in the
Atlantic Ocean — a phenomenon only recorded
once before, in September 1971, according to
meteorologists. Alabama governor Kay Ivey told
a press conference: “We are looking at record
flooding, perhaps breaking historic levels. And
with rising water comes a greater risk for loss of
property and life.

“I urge you in the strongest way possible to
evacuate if conditions permit and seek shelter
elsewhere as possible today.” Ivey had declared
a state of emergency Monday ahead of Sally’s
arrival. President Donald Trump, speaking on
“Fox & Friends,” compared Sally to Hurricane
Laura, which battered Texas and Louisiana, as
well as the Caribbean, just a few weeks ago.

Record year 
“This one is smaller but it’s a little bit more

direct, but we have it under control,” he said.
“We have it under watch very strongly.” Earlier,
he tweeted: “We are fully engaged with State &
Local Leaders to assist the great people of
Alabama, Louisiana, and Mississippi.” 

He urged people in the storm’s path to “listen
to State and Local Leaders.” Mississippi
Governor Tate Reeves had also declared a state
of emergency ahead of the approaching storm.

He said the storm surge projections were
“worrisome with anywhere from five to eight
feet of coastal surge.” Governor John Bel
Edwards of Louisiana, which is still recovering
after Hurricane Laura made landfall in the state
as a Category 4 storm, told residents Monday to
be prepared.

“Be smart and be safe,” he tweeted. At a hur-
ricane refuge in Pascagoula, a coastal town in
eastern Mississippi, 50-year-old evacuee Cliton
Shepherd was hoping the area could avoid the
worst. “I don’t think the wind is going to hurt
anything, hopefully. — AFP

PHILADELPHIA: US President Donald Trump said
Tuesday that a coronavirus vaccine may be avail-
able within a month — an acceleration of even his
own optimistic predictions — but added that the
pandemic could go away by itself.

“We’re very close to having a vaccine,” he told a
town hall question-and-answer session with voters
in Pennsylvania aired on ABC News. “We’re within
weeks of getting it you know — could be three
weeks, four weeks,” he said.

Only hours earlier, speaking to Fox News, Trump
had said a vaccine could come in “four weeks, it
could be eight weeks.” Democrats have expressed
concern that Trump is putting political pressure on
government health regulators and scientists to
approve a rushed vaccine in time to help turn
around his uphill bid for reelection against chal-
lenger Joe Biden on November 3.

Experts including top US government infectious
diseases doctor Anthony Fauci say vaccine approval
is more likely toward the end of the year. At the
ABC town hall Trump was asked why he’d down-
played the gravity of the Covid-19 pandemic, which
has now killed close to 200,000 people in the US.

Trump replied by saying: “I didn’t downplay it. I
actually, in many ways, I up-played it in terms of
action.” But Trump himself told journalist Bob
Woodward during taped interviews for the new
book “Rage” — published Tuesday — that he had
deliberately decided to “play it down” to avoid
alarming Americans.

‘Herd mentality’ 
Returning to one of his most controversial views

on the virus, that has ravaged the economy and
which government scientists say will remain a dan-
ger for some time, Trump insisted “it is going to dis-
appear.” “It would go away without the vaccine but

it’s going to go away a lot faster with it,” he said.
Challenged about how the virus would go away by
itself, he said “you’ll develop like a herd mentality,”
apparently meaning the concept of herd immunity,
when enough people have developed resistance to
the disease to effectively stop transmission.

“It’s going to be herd developed and that’s going
to happen. That will all happen but with a vaccine, I
think it will go away very quickly. But I really
believe we’re rounding the corner,” he said.

The president, who is rarely seen wearing a mask
in public and long refused to push Americans to
adopt the habit, said “a lot of people don’t want to
wear masks and people don’t think masks are good.”
Asked what people he meant, Trump answered:
“Waiters.” “They come over and they serve you and
they have a mask,” he said. “I saw it the other day
when they were serving me and they’re playing with
the mask. I’m not blaming them. I’m just saying what
happens: They’re playing with the mask. So the mask
is over, and they’re touching it, and then they’re
touching the plate, and that can’t be good.”

Polls show that a majority of Americans disap-
prove of Trump’s handling of the health crisis. The
latest NBC News|SurveyMonkey Weekly Tracking
poll Tuesday found that 52 percent of adults do not
trust Trump’s statements about an upcoming coron-
avirus vaccine, compared to 26 percent who do.

Racial minorities accounted for 78 percent of
Covid-19 deaths under the age of 21 in the United
States between February and July, a government
report said Tuesday.

Out of 121 deaths among under-21s, 45 percent
were among Hispanics, 29 percent among blacks
and four percent among American Indians or
Alaskan Natives, according to the study by the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

Together, these groups represent 41 percent of

the US population under 21. Overall, mortality
among children and youths is far lower than adults:
the CDC identified 392,000 cases in the time peri-
od, which was eight percent of the total figure, and
only 0.08 percent of all deaths.

Under-21s make up 26 percent of the US popula-
tion. But the study does offer further proof that chil-
dren and adolescents are not immune to the virus
and a post-viral condition called multisystem

inflammatory syndrome in children (MIS-C), which
was also included in the research. As other investi-
gations have previously established, boys and men
are at greater risk and accounted for 63 percent of
deaths in the current study. Three-quarters of the
deaths involved people with at least one underlying
condition including chronic lung disease, asthma,
obesity, neurologic and developmental conditions,
and cardiovascular conditions. — AFP

Minorities made up 78% of US COVID-19 pediatric deaths

Trump says coronavirus vaccine 
could be ready in a month

Moussa Traore, who 
led Mali for 22 
years, dies aged 83
BAMAKO: Moussa Traore, who led Mali from 1968
until he was ousted in a coup in 1991, died at his
home aged 83 in the capital Bamako on Tuesday, his
family said. As a young lieutenant in 1968, Traore
was the main instigator of a coup that overthrew
Modibo Keita, the country’s first post-indepen-
dence president. He became president the following
year and ruled with an iron fist.

His 22 years at the helm of the West African
country were marked by the arrests of opponents,
quashed demonstrations, suspicious deaths such as
that of former president Keita in detention, and
accusations he embezzled international aid money.

But he was also known for his diplomatic skills.
As chair of the then Organisation of African Unity
(now the African Union), he played a key role in the
1989 Senegal-Mauritania crisis and the Chadian-
Libyan conflict, as well as Liberia’s first civil war.

Traore reached a peace agreement in 1990 with
Mali’s Tuareg armed rebel groups after making sig-
nificant concessions. But in 1991, the soldiers he had
sent to quell pro-democracy demonstrators turned
against him and overthrew him in a bloody insurrec-
tion, which officially resulted in more than 200 dead
and 1,000 wounded.

He was sentenced to death for “political crimes”
in 1993 and, along with his wife, for economic
crimes in 1999. The sentences were commuted to
life in jail, and Traore was pardoned in 2002. “When
you embark on a military career, you prepare your-
self for the idea of not dying in your bed,” he said
upon hearing his first verdict in 1993.

‘Patriots among us’ 
In recent years, Traore was increasingly seen as

an elder statesman, with politicians soliciting his
advice. Former prime minister Soumeylou Maiga

expressed on Twitter his “great dismay” over
Traore’s death, in a tribute in which he referenced
the “friendship and respect that we have developed
over the past several years”.

Traore’s death comes just four weeks after
another putsch — Mali’s fourth since independence
from France in 1960 — after rebel army officers
overthrew president Ibrahim Boubacar Keita on
August 18. Twice-elected Keita still had three years
left in his second five-year term in office. He had
been facing mounting protests over his failure to
curb a bloody eight-year-old jihadist insurgency,
cure Mali’s sickly economy and root out corruption.

Traore had recently met with the country’s mili-
tary rulers. “These young colonels are children... I
tell them the mistakes made and what to avoid and I
hope, I hope they understood,” he said.

Asked about the state of the country, often
described as close to collapse, he replied: “I have
never despaired of my country, (there is) such a
mess but there are still patriots among us.” Talks
were taking place in Ghana on Tuesday between the
junta leader, Colonel Assimi Goita, and the 15-
nation West African bloc ECOWAS on determining
a timetable for restoring civilian rule. — AFP

Germany to take in 
1,500 refugees 
from Greek islands
LESBOS: Germany said Tuesday it will take in more
than 1,500 refugees from Greece on top of the 150
unaccompanied minors whose camp burned down
on the island of Lesbos as Berlin tried to rally a
fresh EU response to a years-long migrant crisis
that flared anew.

EU countries have been forced to tackle the
issue as thousands of former occupants of Moria
camp on Lesbos have been sleeping rough in aban-
doned buildings, on roadsides and rooftops, after
their shelters were destroyed by the blaze on the
night of September 8.

German Vice-Chancellor Olaf Scholz said
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s left-right coalition had
agreed to take in 1,553 refugees from Greece, on
top of the 150 unaccompanied minors from the
burned out camp.

Germany will now also welcome families with
children who have already secured refugee status in
Greece but may not be from Moria.

France has agreed to take in 150 minors from the
camp while other EU nations are admitting a total of
100 other youngsters from Moria. Merkel
bemoaned the lack of a concerted European
response Tuesday in comments attributed to her.

“This is not a sign of Europe’s values and capaci-

ty for action,” she told a meeting of her parliamen-
tary group in Berlin, according to participants.
Meanwhile Greek officials said six suspects, includ-
ing “young foreign nationals,” have been arrested in
Lesbos in connection with the fire.

Greek officials have said several times that the
fire was started by migrants who faced isolation
after testing positive for coronavirus. Another fire
broke out late Tuesday near a camp on the island of
Samos where over 4,700 migrants live.

“There is a forest fire near the camp, but it looks
manageable,” a fire department source told AFP.

Need ‘strong’ EU response 
European Council chief Charles Michel, flying to

Lesbos after talks with Greek Prime Minister
Kyriakos Mitsotakis in Athens, urged the 27-nation
bloc to “take more responsibilities. “We want to
support the efforts made by the Greek authorities,”
Michel said. “We need to make more progress to
improve our border controls...we need to have more
partnerships with third countries, we cannot solve
everything alone,” he said on a hill overlooking a
new tent camp hastily put together by Greek
authorities.

EU home affairs commissioner Ylva Johansson
said between “8-9,000 will be able to find immedi-
ate temporary shelter” there. Five years after the
arrival in Europe of over a million asylum seekers,
many fleeing wars in Iraq and Syria, the question
over how the bloc should share out its refugee
responsibilities remains sensitive. 

Opposition from Poland, Hungary, the Czech
Republic and Slovakia over taking in refugees has

been a major stumbling block in the EU’s attempt to
reform its migration and asylum policies. Even in
Germany, politicians are wary of seeing the same
scenes of huge migrant arrivals as in 2015, which the
far-right capitalised on to gain a foothold in parliament.
This time round, Merkel’s government has repeatedly
insisted it is key to find a European solution to the
issue.  A “just, strong and efficient response” to the
problem is needed, Michel said in Athens.

1,000 migrants in new camp 
Many migrants have refused to enter the new

camp of white tents near the eastern port village of
Panagiouda, fearing they will be unable to leave
once inside. Others, though, have reluctantly made
their way to the site in the searing heat.

On Tuesday, the Greek migration ministry said
roughly 1,000 of the 12,000 Moria migrants had
been housed at the site. Among them, 21 have tested
positive for coronavirus. “There’s nothing in the
camp, no shower, no mattresses,” Malik, an Algerian
migrant, told AFP by phone from inside the camp
where he now lives with his wife and five children.

“There is only one meal per day, and they give us
a carton with six bottles of water,” said the French
language teacher. Many migrants also fear the ani-
mosity of Lesbos residents. There have been fre-
quent incidents between the asylum seekers and
locals, including those from the far-right, since last
year. Kostas Mountzouris, governor of the North
Aegean region covering Lesbos and one of the most
ardent opponents of the new camp, has called on
local businesses to protest on Tuesday and seek
“the removal of migrants from the island”.  — AFP

More French schools 
closed after virus 
cases detected
PARIS: More French schools have closed after mul-
tiple students tested positive for Covid-19 while a
further 2,100 individual classes have also been
called off, Education Minister Jean-Michel Blanquer
said Wednesday.

Early last week, just 28 schools were closed
shortly after the school year resumed but that num-
ber has climbed to 81 over the past week.

“We have around 1,200 new Covid cases among
students compared with last week,” Blanquer told
LCI television. “We shut down a class as soon as
there are three cases.”

He noted that the closures represent just a small
fraction of the 60,000 schools across France, call-
ing the beginning of the new school year “the best
possible given the health crisis.”

French officials have warned nonetheless that
new restrictions might be required to stem a worry-
ing increase in coronavirus cases since August.

Late Tuesday, the University of Montpellier in
southern France said it had suspended classes at its
medical school after some 60 students tested posi-
tive after a party.

The University of Rennes in western France also
suspended classes for second- and third-year med-
ical students this week after 83 tested positive.

The Sante Public France health agency reported
nearly 8,000 new cases in the previous 24 hours on
Wednesday, a small decline from the more than
10,000 cases reported Saturday, a record since
wide-spread testing began.

But it also noted a jump in the number of hospi-
talisations over the past week, to 2,713 cases, of
which 479 needed to be placed in intensive care —
and nearly half of those new cases came on Monday
and Tuesday alone. — AFP

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump and White House Press Secretary Kayleigh McEnany walk toward
members of the press prior to Trump’s departure from the White House on September 15, 2020 in Washington.
President Trump was traveling to Philadelphia to participate in an ABC News town hall event. — AFP

BAMAKO: In this file photo taken on December 31, 1985
Malian president Moussa Traore delivers his New Year
wishes speech in Bamako. Moussa Traore, who led Mali
from 1968 until he was ousted in a coup in 1991, died at
his home aged 83 in the capital Bamako. — AFP


