
TOKYO: Yoshihide Suga became Japan’s new prime
minister yesterday, with the former chief cabinet
secretary expected to stick closely to policies
championed by Shinzo Abe during his record-
breaking tenure.

Suga, 71, won an easy victory in a parliamentary
vote, where his ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)
holds a commanding majority. He bowed deeply as
lawmakers applauded his win, but made no immediate
comment. He is not expected to speak until late
Wednesday, when he gives his first press conference
as prime minister.

Suga’s new cabinet was announced shortly after the
vote, with several ministers keeping their jobs, includ-
ing Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi and Finance
Minister Taro Aso.

Abe’s brother Nobuo Kishi, who was adopted by
his uncle as a child and carries his surname, is the new
defence minister, replacing Taro Kono, who becomes
administrative reform minister.

Suga is seen as a continuity candidate and has said
his run was inspired by a desire to pursue Abe’s poli-
cies, although analysts warned of challenges ahead.
“Tough issues are mounting before the Suga cabinet,”
said Shinichi Nishikawa, a professor of political sci-
ence at Meiji University in Tokyo.

“The coronavirus is the top priority to tackle. On
the diplomatic front, there are many uncertain factors,
including the US presidential election,” he told AFP.
Abe formally resigned earlier Wednesday along with
his cabinet, ending his record run in office with a year
left in his mandate.

He was forced out by a recurrence of ulcerative

colitis, a bowel disease that has long plagued him.
Tokyo stock markets were largely unmoved by Suga’s
election, and no major policy changes were expected
when the Bank of Japan ends a two-day meeting on
Thursday.

‘This is my mission’ 
Suga has spent decades in politics, and has a repu-

tation for pushing government policies through a
sometimes intractable bureaucracy.

He doggedly defended the government as its chief
spokesman, including in sometimes testy exchanges
with journalists. His upbringing, as the son of a straw-
berry-farmer father and schoolteacher mother, sets
him apart from Japan’s many blue-blood political
elites.

But while he has championed some measures
intended to help rural areas like his hometown in
northern Japan’s Akita, his political views remain
something of a mystery.

He is viewed as more pragmatic than ideological,
and during his campaign spoke more about the need
for administrative reforms than any grand guiding
principles.

Suga has said kickstarting the economy, which was
already in recession before the pandemic, will be a top
priority, along with containing the virus — essential if
the postponed Tokyo 2020 Olympics are to open as
planned in July 2021.

His recipe for doing that? More of the same. “In
order to overcome the crisis and give the Japanese
people a sense of relief, we need to succeed in what
Prime Minister Abe has been implementing,” Suga said
after being elected LDP leader on Monday. “This is my
mission.”

‘All my strength’ 
His cabinet was seen as evidence of those plans,

with a slew of familiar faces, among them just two
women — the Olympics and justice ministers — down
from the three who served in Abe’s last government.

Suga is expected to stick with his predecessor’s
signature “Abenomics” programme of vast government
spending, massive monetary easing and the cutting of
red tape.

And on the foreign policy front, where Suga is a
relative novice, he is also likely to tread the path chart-
ed by Abe, prioritising the key relationship with the
United States, regardless of who is president after
November’s election.

Relations with China may prove trickier with a
global hardening of opinion against Beijing after the
coronavirus and unrest in Hong Kong.

There has been speculation that Suga could call a
snap election to consolidate his position and avoid
being seen as a caretaker prime minister, but he has
been circumspect on the prospect.

Abe, who served as prime minister for a total of
eight years, will stay on as a lawmaker, with some
mooting the possibility he could undertake diplomatic
missions. On Wednesday morning as he prepared to
resign, Abe said he had given “all my strength” and
was ending his tenure “with a sense of pride”. “I owe
everything to the Japanese people.” — AFP
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TOKYO: Newly elected leader of Japan’s Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) Yoshihide Suga (C) is applauded by Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Taro Aso (L), Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi (2nd L) and other officials after he was
elected as Japan’s prime minister by the Lower House of parliament in Tokyo yesterday. — AFP
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Family of US police 
shooting victim settles 
civil case for $12m
WASHINGTON: Relatives of Breonna Taylor, a black
woman killed in a police shooting in her own home,
announced Tuesday they have settled their wrongful
death suit with the US city of Louisville for $12 million,
as well as promises of local law enforcement reforms.

The civil settlement was substantial and relatively
quick, reflecting the public pressure and emotion sur-
rounding the case of the 26-year-old, which became a
rallying cry for the Black Lives Matter movement.

After Taylor’s death on March 13, another black cit-
izen, George Floyd, died on May 25 in Minneapolis
while a police officer knelt on his neck, sparking
protests across the country against racism and police
brutality.

Taylor family attorney Ben Crump called the $12
million settlement “historic” but said the “comprehen-
sive reform” plan was “equally important.”

Authorities in Louisville and the state of Kentucky
pledged to implement measures that might head off
incidents similar to the botched raid in which Taylor

was killed. Those include more oversight from com-
manding officers about search warrants, the hiring of a
team of social workers, and encouraging officers to do
community service.

Louisville Mayor Greg Fischer said the city “is not
waiting to move ahead with needed reforming to pre-
vent the tragedy like this from ever happening again.”

Taylor was killed when three plainclothes police
officers executing a “no knock” search warrant burst
into her apartment late at night.

Taylor’s boyfriend, who was in bed with her,
grabbed a gun and exchanged fire with the officers. He
later said he thought they were criminals.

The officers, who had not activated their body cam-
eras as required, shot Taylor eight times, killing her. A
police sergeant was also wounded.

The agreement signals an end to the civil proceed-
ings but not to the criminal investigation, which has yet
to lead to any charges, six months after Taylor’s death.

The three said they had announced themselves
before entering. They later filed an after-action report
that was found to be rife with errors.

The raid was carried out simultaneously with a
handful of others targeting Taylor’s ex-boyfriend, an
alleged narcotics dealer. But Taylor had broken up
with him months before.

“As significant as today is, it’s only the beginning of
getting full justice for Breonna,” said her mother,

Tamika Palmer. “It’s time to move forward with the
criminal charges.”

No criminal charges yet 
Taylor’s family filed a civil complaint in April seek-

ing redress, claiming that the search warrant was in
error and that the officers had fired blindly and with-
out due diligence.

One of the three officers, Brett Hankison, has since
been fired, and the other two were suspended. The city
has also banned “no knock” warrants.  The case has
sparked international outrage, and earned celebrity
attention. 

Oprah Winfrey paid for billboards in Kentucky
deanding justice for Taylor. US Open champion Naomi
Osaka wore a face mask bearing Taylor’s name during
her run for the title.

Formula One star Lewis Hamilton wore a t-shirt that
read “Arrest the cops who killed Breonna Taylor” on
the podium at Sunday’s Tuscan Grand Prix. A portrait
of Taylor graced the cover of Vanity Fair magazine’s
September issue.

But so far, none of the officers has been charged —
a fact that has fueled daily anti-racism protests in
Louisville for weeks. Armed militia members, claiming
to want to prevent acts of vandalism, have also been
present, notably on the sidelines of the Kentucky
Derby on September 5. — AFP

UAE, Bahrain will 
bear ‘consequences’ 
of Israel deals: Iran
TEHRAN: Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani said
yesterday that the United Arab Emirates and
Bahrain will be responsible for any ‘conse-
quences’ resulting from their normalisation of
relations with Tehran’s arch-foe Israel.

The remarks came a day after Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and the foreign
ministers of Bahrain and the United Arab
Emirates signed agreements establishing full
diplomatic ties at a ceremony at the White House.

Speaking at a cabinet meeting, Rouhani said
that Israel is “committing more crimes in
Palestine every day”. “Some of the region’s
countries, their people are pious Muslims but
their rulers neither understand religion nor
(their) debt ... to the nation of Palestine, to their
brothers speaking their language,” he said in tel-
evised remarks.

“How could you reach out your hands to
Israel? And then you want to give them bases in
the region? All the severe consequences that
would arise from this are on you.”

US President Donald Trump said similar
Washington-brokered deals were close between
Israel and several Arab countries, including Iran’s
regional rival Saudi Arabia. “After decades of
division and conflict we mark the dawn of a new
Middle East,” Trump said.

Iran had previously warned Bahrain that its
deal made it a partner to Israel’s “crimes” and
accused the UAE of betraying the Muslim world.
In 2016, Bahrain cut diplomatic ties with Iran and
the UAE downgraded relations amid rising ten-
sions between Saudi Arabia and the Islamic
republic.

Sunni-ruled Bahrain has faced long-running
unrest among its large Shiite community that it
has consistently blamed on Iran. — AFP


