
Gulf Bank participates
in Kuwait’s largest
cleanup campaign 
KUWAIT: As part of its multiple efforts throughout
the year to take action on preserving environmental
sustainability, Gulf Bank will be participating in the
largest campaign in Kuwait to clean public places,
in honor of World Cleanup Day on Saturday,
September 19, 2020.

Al-Nowair’s Founder
and CEO, Sheikha Intisar
Al-Sabah, has signed an
international agreement
officially registering and
adding Kuwait to the
global list of countries
participating in the
cleanup campaign. By
participating in World
Cleanup Day, partici-
pants have the chance to
organize the largest daily
gathering of waste in
Kuwait’s history through
various community programs and campaigns. 

As part of the initiative, participants will take
part in a cleanup day aimed at raising awareness on
the importance of sustainability throughout the
year. The initiative is supported by multiple public
and private sector institutions, in addition to various
volunteer groups that will be cleaning across
Kuwait to contribute to the initiative.

Commenting on this initiative, Gulf Bank’s General
Manager of Human Resources, Salma Al-Hajjaj, said:
“We are very pleased to be one of the collaborators

who are supporting this noble campaign. At Gulf
Bank, we are committed to supporting sustainability
at the community, economic, and environmental lev-
els, through various initiatives that are strategically
chosen to not only benefit the Bank, but to also give
back to the country, as part of our commitment to
our beloved Kuwait. With this spirit in mind, we are
proud to see our Gulf Bank employees volunteer for
this campaign, and we invite everyone to participate
with us in promoting environmental sustainability in
Kuwait this Saturday.” Volunteers who wish to par-
ticipate can register their names through the initia-
tive’s website: https://www.alnowair.com/lets-
doitkuwait/?lang=en.

Al-Nowair is a non-profit initiative founded in
2013 by Sheikha Intisar Al Sabah, and is the first ini-
tiative of its kind in the region. Dedicated to pro-
moting a positive attitude in Kuwait, Al-Nowair was
born out of scientific research and the founder’s
personal experience that a positive attitude is the
most important contributor to a community’s overall
wellbeing and happiness. Al-Nowair’s work is root-
ed in research in positive psychology and aims to
bring about positive social behavioral change in
Kuwait, and has also been recognized by the United
Nations Development Program. 
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KUWAIT: Secretary General of the Supreme
Council for Planning and Development (SCPD) Dr
Khaled Mahdi said the total number of projects
included in the annual 2019-2020 development
plan amounted to 135, as opposed to 132 ventures
in the 2018-2019 fiscal year. Mahdi mentioned that
in a speech he delivered on the sidelines of a press
conference the General Secretariat of SCPD held
on Tuesday, to announce results of the annual plan
follow-up report of 2019-2020 that ended on

March 31, 2020. He added that the continuous
annual plan projects from previous plans amounted
to 119, as well as 16 new ones, noting that the per-
centage of projects in the implementation phase for
this year reached 50 percent. The completed rate
of ventures are in the following; 10 projects with
seven percent done, three projects with two per-
cent, 67 others at 50 percent, 51 ventures with 38
percent, in addition to four projects at three per-
cent, he explained.

Main challenges
The number of challenges facing execution of

projects reached 660, including 248 administrative
challenges, 190 technical challenges, 103 of finan-
cial natures, 91 challenges for supervisory authori-

ties and 28 legislative ones, he said, adding that
492 others were solved, accounting for 75 percent
of the total hurdles that emerged in projects’ exe-
cution. The completion rate of projects are in the
following; the Clean Fuels project amounted to
98.8 percent, Al-Zour Refinery project at 95.4
percent, Shagaya Renewable Energy Park project
reached 95.2 percent and Al-Mutlaa City project
with 58 percent, he said. He explained the comple-
tion rate for the following projects: Mubarak Al-
Kabeer Port project amounted to 52.7 percent,
Kuwait International Airport Terminal 2 project
reached 35.1 percent, Sabah Al-Salem University
City project at 54.8 percent and Al-Sabah Hospital
project was 73 percent. He indicated that 40 per-
cent of the projects are in line with the schedule, 2
percent of the projects are ahead of schedule,
while 58 percent are late.

Strategic projects
Meanwhile, Assistant Secretary General for

Planning and Follow-up Nadia Al-Hamlan said in a
similar speech that the number of strategic projects in
the development plan amounted to 22 projects. The
total funds in the 2018-2019 development plan
amounted to KD 3.8 billion (about $12.4 billion), as
opposed to about KD 3.2 billion ($10.4 billion) in the
2019-2020 development plan. The percentage of
spending on projects decreased from 71 percent to
67.4 percent compared to last year, Hamlan added.
She emphasized that the annual report monitors what
was done during the 2019-2020 development plan,
pointing out that the results are based on data that the
participants from the plan include in the automated
follow-up system, in addition to field visits to projects
to learn about the operational position of each project,
monitoring the obstacles they face. — KUNA

KD 3.2 billion
funds in 

2019-2020 plan KUWAIT: Secretary General of the Supreme Council for Planning and Development Dr Khaled Mahdi speaks dur-
ing the meeting. — KUNA

Total 660 challenges facing execution of projects: SCPD

Kuwait eyes 135 projects during
2019-2020 development plan

Kuwait’s trade
surplus with
Japan down 
TOKYO: Kuwait’s trade surplus with Japan plum-
meted 77.5 percent from a year earlier to JPY 13.4
billion ($127 million) in August, down for the fifth
consecutive month on sluggish export performance,
government data showed yesterday. But Kuwait
stayed in black ink with Japan for 12 years and sev-
en months, as exports still outpaced its imports by a
big margin, according to a preliminary report by the
Finance Ministry. Kuwaiti overall exports to Japan
tumbled 71.7 percent year-on-year to JPY 19.9 bil-
lion ($189 million) for the fifth monthly decline.
Imports from Japan also plunged 38.7 percent to
JPY 6.4 billion ($61 million), down for the fourth
month. Middle East’s trade surplus with Japan dived
49.8 percent to JPY 272.9 billion ($2.6 billion) last
month, with Japan-bound exports from the region
falling 48.0 percent from a year earlier.

Crude oil, refined products, liquefied natural gas
(LNG) and other natural resources, which accounted
for 94.3 percent of the region’s total exports to
Japan, shrank 48.5 percent. The region’s overall
imports from Japan decreased 42.9 percent, chiefly
due to weak sales of automobiles, machinery, steel
and electric equipment. The world’s third-biggest
economy posted a global surplus of JPY 248.3 billion
($2.4 billion) in August, marking the second straight
month of black ink. However, overall exports slumped
14.8 percent from the year before, as global demand,
especially motor vehicles, mineral fuels and vessels
was weak amid the coronavirus pandemic. Imports
also slid 20.8 percent on cheaper energy bills, such
as crude oil, LNG and coal. China remained Japan’s
biggest trade partner, followed by the US. The trade
data are measured on a customs-cleared basis
before adjustment for seasonal factors. — KUNA

ANKARA: The Kuwaiti Al-Najat charity on
Tuesday laid the corner stone of a large educa-
tional complex for Syrian refugees in the south-
eastern Turkish town of Sanliurfa. Ibrahim Al-
Bader, the director of external education at the

Kuwaiti association, said that the planned complex
would accommodate 3,000 students. The huge
building would also include sections for computer
teaching classes. The teaching facility is named
after the Kuwaiti philanthropist Abdulaziz Al-
Hassan, renowned for various and much applaud-
ed charitable activities. Meanwhile, teams of the
society distributed food to 300 Syrian refugee
families. They were also involved in psychologi-
cal remedy programs for Syrian refugee orphans.
Moreover, they distr ibuted c lothes to the
orphans and distributed school supplies, includ-
ing bags, among students. — KUNA

Salma Al-Hajjaj

Kuwaiti charity
builds school for
Syrian refugees 


