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News in brief
PACI working 
hours extended

KUWAIT: The Publ ic Authority for Civi l
Information (PACI) extended working hours to
8:00 pm, to give
more time for peo-
ple to collect their
civil IDs. The PACI
building in South
Surra is now open
to the publ ic on
weekdays for 14
hours; from 6:00
am to 8:00 pm.
People are required to verify on PACI’s website
(www.paci.gov.kw) or phone number (1889988)
whether their civil IDs are ready or not before
going to collect it.

Birds banned from Russia

KUWAIT: Kuwait banned importing all types of
live birds, eggs and one-day-old chicks from
Russia due to the spread of a severe bird flu in
the country. All imports must commit to the
regulations of the authority in accordance with
the laws of the World Organization for Animal
Health and the GCC states, the Public Authority
for Agricultural Affairs and Fish Resources said
in a statement on Tuesday. Arriving bird ship-
ments will be tested for diseases and if found,
the owner bears costs for returning the ship-
ment to the country of origin.

Oil price up

KUWAIT: The price of Kuwaiti oil rose 31 cents
during Tuesday’s trading to end the day at
$39.90 per barrel (pb) compared with $39.59
pb on Monday, Kuwait Petroleum Corporation
(KPC) said yesterday. The price of benchmark
Brent crude went up by 29 cents to $40.53 pb
and the West Texas Intermediate rose by $1.02
to $39.28 pb.

KUWAIT: Kuwait is looking to arrange for the
return of a group of expatriates stuck in coun-
tries from which travel to the Gulf state is
banned, so that they can go back to their jobs
in state departments where their services are
urgently needed, a local Arabic daily reported
yesterday. In this regard, the Cabinet’s supreme
committee for the coronavirus emergency
agreed to impose institutional quarantine on
some expats from banned countries who work
in various jobs in Kuwait on returning to the
country, informed sources told Al-Rai. “The
total number of expats
approved to return and
be quarantined at their
own expense or the
expense of the bodies
they work for is initially
800,” the sources
explained, noting that a
second batch of 600
others is await ing
approval . “The
approved categories
include doctors, judges,
as well as maintenance experts and technical
teams of the ministries of oil and electricity and
water,” the sources highlighted. The list does
not include public school teachers, some of
whom have been stuck abroad since Kuwait ini-
tially closed its airport over six months ago as a
precaution against COVID-19.

Interruption period
On that regard, the Ministry of Education

(MoE) explained yesterday that its expat
employees, including teachers and administra-

tive staff who had left before March 12 and
were unable to return due to the flights’ ban,
will be considered on leave and paid for the
official days off and the work suspension peri-
od decided by the Cabinet. However, in case the
employees continue to be unable to return to
Kuwait after work resumed in state depart-
ments, they may apply for an extra leave period
within the maximum limit of 15 days, and do so
by phone or any other means of communica-
tion. “Otherwise, their employment will be
deemed interrupted and they will not be paid

for the interruption
period,” MoE said in a
statement issued yester-
day, announcing a cir-
cular acting undersec-
retary Faisal  Al-
Maqseed has released
on the procedures to be
fol lowed with expat
employees who had left
and are unable to return
to work. 

Institutional quarantine
Responding to a question about whether the

government might consider allowing people to
return from the banned countries provided that
they adhere to the institutional quarantine con-
dition, the sources said that would mean the list
of banned countries is not needed, which con-
tradicts with the need to keep assessing health
situations in those countries that are witnessing
a surge in the number of infections or are
unstable. Although the sources stressed the
economic feasibility of this proposal, they

Around 800 expats from banned
countries to return: Report
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It was not long ago when we learned the word
“herd immunity” when some countries and their
officials were talking about controlling and con-

taining the spread of coronavirus. Then many of those
countries started imposing restrictions to the point of
partial and full curfews in some parts of the world,
which was relatively effective in reducing the number
of infections.

Now it seems we are being warned about the so-
called second wave, which I personally do not under-
stand, because the virus is still here and did not go
anywhere, to Mars for example, to return in the form
of a second wave! It is true that it is we who have to
act now following all the effort that was exerted by
authorities who informed us about the virus, how it is
transmitted among people and what are the steps that
we have to take to avoid this lurking enemy in all cor-
ners of our cities and towns.

It is obvious now that the steps that were taken
initially such as lockdowns and curfews are not to be
re-implemented, at least not soon, because of eco-
nomic reasons that are true in every country in the
world, because they took a heavy and dizzying beat-
ing during the start of the pandemic back in February.
Governments are highly aware that any interruption of
the economic movement means deep recessions that
are almost impossible to climb out from. 

Already some companies are closed or downsized,
and the number of the unemployed is worrying, so
why don’t we contribute to our own protection? Is it
shameful to wear a mask in public? Is it hard to wash
our hands more times than what we are used to? Why
not maintain social distancing and refrain from shak-
ing hands, which I still see taking place among some
people. Again, all this for our own safety. 

Speaking about contributing to our own safety,
just one example that expresses our lack of coopera-
tion: I was at a government authority that is frequent-
ed by thousands, and as people were in line waiting
for their turn, they were very close to each other, to
the point of almost touching, which is something that
should not happen under normal circumstances.
Officials and security men tried their best to make
sense of the situation, but the sheer numbers made it
impossible to organize, so it is us people who should
understand and cooperate.

I still meet people, as life must go on. But I do not
think full control over the virus can be attained with-
out us acting. We must consider ourselves as infantry
soldiers in the field as the war against this invisible
enemy rages. Lines were drawn long time ago and it is
high time that we join the battleground and behave as
we should. Don’t think the virus will disappear - we
have seen many epidemics and pandemics caused by
several types of viruses, and by time they became for-
gotten, but they are still in existence among us and
will always be. God bless you.

Life must go on

local@kuwaittimes.com
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In my view

Dentist, clerk
engage in 
parking lot brawl
KUWAIT: A dentist and a clerk - both Kuwaitis -
working in a polyclinic in Ahmadi were arrested for
fighting in the clinic’s parking lot, said security
sources, noting that patients coming out of the clin-
ic saw the fight and called the police. A case was
filed pending further legal action after both parties
brought medical reports of their injuries. 

Sheep stolen

KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti man reported that two uniden-
tified robbers attacked the guard of his ranch,
threatened him with a cleaver and stole eight sheep
and the guard’s mobile phone to prevent him from
calling the police. A case was filed and further
investigations are in progress to identify and arrest
the robbers.

Fugitive arrested

KUWAIT: A bedoon man wanted for an unpaid
debt was arrested in Jahra with the ‘chemical’ drug,
said security sources. Case papers indicate that on
a routine patrol, Jahra detectives suspected some-
one they had stopped was under the influence.
However, on checking on him, detectives found he is
a bedoon wanted for unpaid debts. On searching
him, detectives found the drugs. The drugs were
confiscated and the suspect was referred to rele-
vant authorities.

Drug possession

KUWAIT: Ahmadi detectives arrested a Kuwaiti
who looked nervous and tried to escape from a
checkpoint when they asked for his ID, said security
sources, noting that policemen chased the suspect
and managed to control him. Detectives also found
drugs with the suspect. He was referred to the
drugs control department. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Ra

Kuwait’s 
COVID-19 cases
near 100,000
KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Ministry of Health (MOH)
announced yesterday it registered 698 additional
COVID-19 cases over the past 24 hours, increasing the
total number of infections to 96,999, while three new
deaths were added to a death toll of 571. MOH’s
Spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad said that the con-
firmed cases include patients who contracted the virus
due to contact with infected people while others
remained under examination to determine the source. 

The cases were distributed in the following health
zones: 171 in Al-Ahmadi, 138 in Al-Farwaniya, 84 in Al-
Jahra, 168 in Hawally and 137 in Al-Asimah (the capital).
Additionally, there were 9,241 active cases, while 93 oth-
ers were admitted in intensive care units, Dr Sanad elab-
orated. Health authorities conducted 5,384 swab tests
over the past 24 hours with a total of 689,588, he
revealed. Dr Sanad urged everyone in Kuwait to adhere
to precautionary measures against the virus. Earlier yes-
terday, the ministry confirmed 968 fresh recovery cases,
raising the total to 87,187 cured people so far. —KUNA

stressed that health considerations remain the
prime concern, especial ly in view of the
increase in infected cases due to not following
preventive measures. Upon resumption of com-
mercial flights on August 1, Kuwait announced a
list of 32 countries to and from which flights
would remain suspended until further notice.
The l ist  includes Afghanistan, Armenia,
Bangladesh, Brazil, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Chile, China, Colombia, Dominican Republic,
Egypt, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq,
Italy, Kosovo, Lebanon, Mexico, Moldova,
Montenegro, Nepal, Northern Macedonia,
Panama, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Serbia,
Singapore, Spain, Sri Lanka and Syria.


