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VIENNA: Kuwait on Tuesday voiced appreciation 
for IAEA’s efforts concerning the implementation of 
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA). 
Specifically pointing to the agency’s keenness for 
UN Security Council resolution 2231 to be imple-
mented by concerned parties, Kuwaiti Ambassador 
to Austria and Permanent Representative to 
International Organizations in Vienna Sadeq Marafi 
told an IAEA session earlier Tuesday that the State 
of Kuwait is “concerned” over Iran’s “continuous” 
breaching of items included in the JCPOA of 2015. 
Highlighting the “pivotal” role of the agency in this 
regard, Ambassador Marafi said that his country is 
following on developments of this file, at the same 
time that Kuwait is not denying any country the 
right to pursue acquiring nuclear energy for peace-
ful purposes and within the NPT. 

Marafi called on Iran to fully abide by the Plan of 
Action, as well as urging the Islamic Republic to 
endorse the plan’s supplementary protocol in order 

to enable the Agency to provide credibility for 
Iran’s nuclear dossier. In June 2019, Kuwait gained a 
two-year seat at IAEA’s Board of Governors during 
the 63rd Annual Regular Session of the Agency’s 
General Conference. Kuwait joined the Board of 
Governors during the years 1977-1979, 1987-1989, 
1995-1997and 2001-2003. 

 
Strong commitment 

Separately, Kuwait’s Ambassador to NATO, EU 
and Belgium, Jassem Al-Budaiwi has stressed his 
country’s strong commitment to deepening its mutu-
al cooperation with NATO in every field. Budaiwi 
made that statement in his speech at the third annual 
review meeting of the work and activities of the 
NATO Regional Center for Istanbul Cooperation 
Initiative, held Tuesday held via video link. “I would 
also like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the 
strong partnership between NATO and Kuwait that 
has developed through the Istanbul Cooperation 

Initiative (ICI) and strengthened through the estab-
lishment of the NATO Regional Center in Kuwait,” 
he said. “It is a true honor for me to see the NATO-
ICI Regional Center in Kuwait maintaining its pro-
grams and activities and going ahead with a busi-
ness as usual mentality during the outbreak of the 
coronavirus pandemic,” he noted. 

 
Three activities 

Budaiwi said that last year, Kuwait and NATO 
held three important activities, the first was review-
ing the national Individual Partnership and 
Cooperation Program (IPCP) held last autumn in 
Brussels, the second was reviewing the activity of 
the NATO Regional Center in Kuwait, also held in 
Brussels and the third was the ceremony in Kuwait 
to celebrate the 15th anniversary of the launch of 
the ICI between NATO and Kuwait, UAE, Qatar, 
and Bahrain. “We are here to discuss and review the 
activities of the NATO-ICI Regional Center. In this 

regard I would like to quote the speech of Sheikh 
Thamer Al-Sabah, President of National Security 
Bureau of Kuwait, given on the occasion of the 15th 
anniversary of the launch of Istanbul Cooperation 
Initiative (ICI), in which he suggested few measures 
in order to further develop the relationship between 
both sides,” he said. 

These include possibility of holding an annual 
meeting at the ministerial level between the NATO-
ICI countries and intensifying military cooperation 
through exchanging visits and transferring experi-
ences. Budaiwi announced that both Kuwait and 
NATO have agreed to organize a joint meeting in 
Kuwait next year between the ICI countries’ mili-
tary chiefs of staff in addition to the GCC countries, 
Saudi Arabia and Oman, with the NATO military 
committee. NATO Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg opened the NATO-ICI regional center 
in Kuwait in 2017. The ICI includes Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Qatar and UAE. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Chief of the National Security 
Bureau Sheikh Thamer Al-Ali Al-Sabah met on 
Tuesday with US Ambassador to Kuwait Alina 
Romanowski, and discussed with her mutual 
cooperation. The apparatus said in a statement 
that the talks dealt with bilateral relations 
between the two friendly countries, means of 
promoting these ties, in addition to issues of 
common concern at the regional and interna-
tional levels. 

Meanwhile, the General Administration of 
Customs Director-General Counselor Jamal Al-
Jalawi discussed with the Ambassador 
Romanowski the Kuwaiti-American customs ties, 

which dates back to 1993. In a statement Tuesday, 
the General Customs Administration said that the 
meeting discussed the cooperation agreement 
between the two countries, which made a quan-
tum leap in developing customs work. The state-
ment pointed out that the Kuwaiti Customs 
signed five agreements during the strategic dia-
logue between Kuwait and the United States. 
During the meeting, Counselor Jalawi expressed 
appreciation for the role of the American consult-
ant office, saying that the relationship between 
the two parties contributed to facilitating and 
simplifying customs work and signing agree-
ments, the statement added. — KUNA

Security chief, US envoy 
discuss cooperation

KUWAIT: Chief of the National Security Bureau Sheikh Thamer Al-Ali Al-Sabah meets with US 
Ambassador to Kuwait Alina Romanowski. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah meets with the Bahraini Ambassador to Kuwait 
Salah Al-Malki. — KUNA photos

Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah meets with the Egyptian Ambassador to Kuwait Tareq Al-Qouni.

KUWAIT: Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-
Jaral lah met yesterday with the Bahraini 
Ambassador to the State of Kuwait Salah Al-
Malki, on the occasion of taking office as envoy 
of his country in Kuwait. The two sides discussed 

bilateral relations, regional and international 
issues. Meanwhile, Jarallah met with the Egyptian 
Ambassador to Kuwait Tareq Al-Qouni, dis-
cussing bilateral relations, regional and interna-
tional topics. — KUNA

Deputy Foreign Minister hosts two envoys
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The port’s management has come under increased 

scrutiny after the Aug 4 blast, which killed more than 
190 people, wounded thousands and ripped through 
large parts of the capital, making it the country’s dead-
liest peacetime disaster. Lebanese at home and abroad 
were outraged when it emerged authorities had been 
aware for years of the huge stockpile of ammonium 
nitrate that blew up. 

A month later, it is still unclear what started the ini-
tial blaze that set the highly explosive fertilizer alight, 
but an ongoing probe has led to the arrest of the head 
of the port commission and its customs director. 
Commission chief Hassan Koraytem is linked to the 
Future Movement, while customs chief Badri Daher is 
allied with the FPM. 

Hezbollah, designated by the US as a terrorist 
group, exerts sizable influence over the port to help it 

ship and receive its own cargos, multiple sources con-
firmed to AFP. Shukri Sader, a judge who used to head 
the State Shura Council, a government legal body, said 
that it is “well known that there are goods belonging to 
The Resistance (Hezbollah) that pass through the port 
and airport”. Hezbollah gets a “free pass” to transport 
goods thanks to its ties with customs officials and port 
employees, he added. 

Hezbollah security official Wafiq Safa, who serves 
as a Hezbollah interlocutor to the Lebanese security 
forces, was sanctioned in 2019 by the US Treasury 
because he used this network of ties to facilitate smug-
gling. “Safa has exploited Lebanon’s ports and border 
crossings to smuggle contraband,” including “illegal 
drugs and weapons”, the Treasury said at the time. 
Hezbollah chief Hassan Nasrallah has denied his move-
ment has any illicit involvement at the port. 

But it would not be the only one. Sader said that 
corruption at the dockside institution is so ubiquitous 
that “there is no need for evidence”. A recent report by 
a state security agency, seen by AFP, names five cus-
toms inspectors it says “cannot be replaced” because 
of their political ties. Each of them is either backed by 
the FPM, the Future Movement, the Amal Movement 
and Hezbollah, or Samir Geagea’s Lebanese Forces, the 
report said. — AFP 
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 Nabarro told British MPs on Tuesday. “This is 

really serious - we’re not even in the middle of it 
yet. We’re still at the beginning of it.” 

The spread of the virus has accelerated in some 
of the most populous parts of the world such as 
India, where the latest million infections were 
detected over just 11 days. And some experts have 
warned that the total number of cases could be far 
higher in the vast nation, which has been easing one 
of the world’s strictest lockdowns recently despite 
the surge to help its reeling economy. 

With scientists rushing to find an effective vacci-
nation seen as the way to end the pandemic, nine 
candidates are in late-stage human trials - the final 
stage of clinical testing, according to the WHO. But 
the United States has led wealthier nations already 

buying up millions of doses of promising models, 
prompting the WHO to call for cooperation to equi-
tably distribute doses to ensure poorer countries 
have access.  

The US remains the worst-hit nation in the 
world in terms of both infections and deaths, and 
Trump is under intense pressure over his handling 
of the coronavirus crisis. The Republican leader 
said Tuesday that a vaccine may be available within 
a month - an acceleration of even his own opti-
mistic predictions. “We’re within weeks of getting 
it, you know - could be three weeks, four weeks,” 
Trump said during a town hall event broadcast on 
ABC News. 

Germany’s health minister Jens Spahn said 
Tuesday the country aims to reach herd immunity 
through a voluntary coronavirus vaccine expected 
to be widely available by mid-2021. That came as 
airlines ramped up pressure on the European Union 
to coordinate virus measures, demanding an end to 
quarantine “chaos” and access to reliable and quick 
testing. The UN said Tuesday the pandemic cost the 
global tourism sector $460 billion in the first six 
months of 2020. — AFP 
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There are no soundtracks or images left from the 

rock icon’s journey, but countless myths surround his 
fleeting trip. “He visited friends who were staying in 
the village. It was the last time that we saw him,” 
sighed Boualala, clad in traditional brown qamis 
tunic. “They say he is dead but only God knows.” 

Hendrix choked on his own vomit in a hotel in 
London on Sept 18, 1970 after swallowing sleeping 
pills and drinking red wine. Images celebrating the 
American musician are a permanent fixture in 
Diabat’s white houses, nestled in coastal sand. With 
its Cafe Jimi and the Hendrix inn, the village has an 

air of sanctuary, half rock and half flower power. 
Action shots and colorful portraits commemorate 
the historic passing of the guitar hero just before he 
wowed the crowds at Woodstock. 

“Hendrix looked in good shape” when he visited, 
insisted Abdelaziz Khaba, 72, his memory seemingly 
unhindered by the sands of time. “He was surround-
ed by hefty bodyguards.” Khaba added that he had 
posed for a snap with the guitar wizard, but “lost the 
photo”. While trips to Morocco in the 1960s by 
celebrities including Jim Morrison, Paul McCartney 
and Robert Plant were well documented, mystery 
swirls around Hendrix’s own stay, giving rise to a 
dizzying array of fantasies. 

His “short visit... produced a mountain of erro-
neous information and fictitious stories,” said Caesar 
Glebbeek, a Hendrix biographer, in an article on the 
website UniVibes. Local legend even has it that 
Hendrix’s “Castles made of Sand” was inspired by 
the ruins of Diabat’s Dar Sultan Palace. — AFP 
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Israel and Netanyahu accused the militants of 

seeking to derail them. “They want to prevent peace, 
they won’t. We will hit everyone who tries to harm 
us, and we will extend a hand of peace to all who 
reach out to us to make peace,” the prime minister 
said in a statement. 

Trump said the agreements “will serve as the foun-
dation for a comprehensive peace across the entire 
region”. “After decades of division and conflict we 
mark the dawn of a new Middle East,” he said. 
Speaking later to reporters, he said Israel would enter 
into similar deals with up to nine other countries, 
including regional power Saudi Arabia. 

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas warned that 
the deals would “not achieve peace in the region” 
until the US and Israel acknowledged his people’s 
right to a state. “Peace, security and stability will not 
be achieved in the region until the Israeli occupation 
ends,” he said. Abbas warned that “attempts to 
bypass the Palestinian people and its leadership, rep-
resented by the Palestine Liberation Organization, will 
have dangerous consequences”. 

Israel’s arch-foe Iran said the UAE and Bahrain were 
reaching out to a regime that is “committing more 
crimes in Palestine every day”. “Some of the region’s 
countries, their people are pious Muslims but their 
rulers understand neither religion nor (their) debt ... to 
the nation of Palestine,” President Hassan Rouhani told 
his cabinet yesterday. UN Middle East envoy Nickolay 
Mladenov arrived in Gaza yesterday for pre-scheduled 
meetings with Hamas officials. Hamas has joined the 
Palestinian Authority in condemning the UAE and 
Bahrain accords as a “betrayal” of their cause. — AFP 

Israel jets bomb 
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