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NEW YORK: Japan’s Naomi Osaka sailed
into the semi-finals of the US Open on
Tuesday as Alexander Zverev of Germany
booked his spot in the last four of the men’s
draw. Osaka, the tournament’s fourth seed,
swept aside unseeded Shelby Rogers in
straight sets to set up a match with Jennifer
Brady for a place in Saturday’s final. The
22-year-old Osaka required just 1hr 20 min
inside an empty Arthur Ashe Stadium to
defeat the 27-year-old Rogers 6-3, 6-4.

Osaka, the world number 9, said her
victory was payback for three previous
defeats to the 93rd-ranked Rogers. They
included a 2017 loss on clay in Charleston
that Osaka said had left “a really bad
aftertaste in my mouth.” “Honestly, I just
felt like she had the upper hand because
I’ve never beaten her,” Osaka said. “And
those memories are stuck in my head so I
consider this a little bit of revenge,” she
added. Osaka’s dominant service game
contributed to a comfortable runout for

the 2018 US Open champion. She won 83
percent of points on her first serve and 70
percent on her second.

In contrast, Rogers managed only 66
percent and 33 percent respectively.
Rogers hit 29 unforced errors compared to
just eight committed by Osaka. Brady con-
quered some serious nerves to defeat
Kazakhstan’s Yulia Putintseva and reach the
semi-finals of a Grand Slam for the first
time. The American 28th seed needed just
1hr 9 min to blow away her 23rd-seeded
opponent 6-3, 6-2. “Coming into the match
today, honestly I was feeling like I was
going to poop my pants. I was very nerv-
ous,” said the 25-year-old Brady. “I just
tried to really stay calm and keep it cool as
a cucumber out there,” she added.

Brady is yet to drop a set and has lost
only 24 games during her march to the
semis, the fewest of anyone left in the draw.
Osaka said Brady would be a formidable
opponent. “I think she’s a really amazing

player she has the variety that I wish I had,
so I’m a bit jealous,” said the Japanese.
Zverev bounced back from a shocking start
to oust 27th-seeded Croatian Borna Coric
in four sets.

‘Hungry’ 
The 23-year-old German prevailed 1-6,

7-6 (7/5), 7-6 (7/1), 6-3 in 3hr 25min. He
began playing more aggressively after find-
ing himself a set down, and 4-2 behind in
the second set. “I thought to myself I’m
down 6-1, 4-2, I have nothing to lose at the
moment,” Zverev. The German will play
Spain’s 20th seed Pablo Carreno Busta for a
place in Sunday’s final. The Spaniard
defeated 12th-seeded Canadian Denis
Shapovalov 3-6, 7-6 (7/5), 7-6 (7/4), 0-6,
6-3 in an epic five-setter that ended in the
early hours of yesterday. The disqualifica-
tion of top seed Novak Djokovic on Sunday
has blown the men’s competition at Flushing
Meadows wide open. His departure means

the US Open will crown a first-time Grand
Slam winner on Sunday. “I know that all the
young guys are hungry for it. It’s going to
be interesting,” said Zverev, who will play
either 12th-seeded Canadian Denis
Shapovalov or Spain’s Pablo Carrena Busta
in the last four.

Zverev, who is in his second-consecu-
tive Grand Slam semi-final after reaching
the last four at the Australian Open this
year, said he was yet to kick into fifth gear.
“I feel like I can still improve a few more
things and that only gives me confidence,”
he told reporters. Yesterday, second seed
Dominic Thiem faced Australian Alex de
Minaur and third seed Daniil Medvedev
plays compatriot Andrey Rublev for the
other semi-final spot. In the women’s draw,
Serena Williams faces unseeded Bulgarian
Tsvetana Pironkova and former world
number one Victoria Azarenka takes on
16th seed Elise Mertens in the remaining
quarter-finals. —AFP

NEW YORK: Naomi Osaka of Japan serves during her Women’s Singles quarter-finals match against Shelby Rogers of the United States on Day Nine of the 2020 US Open on September 8, 2020. —AFP

Osaka, Zverev into US Open last 4

Heat oust depleted 
Bucks; Lakers 
down Rockets
MIAMI: The Miami Heat punched their ticket to the
NBA Eastern Conference finals Tuesday, beating top-
seeded Milwaukee 103-94 as injured Bucks star Giannis
Antetokounmpo watched from the bench. Jimmy Butler
and Goran Dragic finished with 17 points apiece as six
Heat players scored in double figures and Miami com-
pleted a 4-1 series victory in a bruising encounter
against the league’s top defensive team. Khris Middleton
led the Bucks with 23 points. Antetokounmpo - tipped to
scoop a second straight NBA Most Valuable Player
award this season - aggravated his sprained right ankle
in the first half of the Bucks’ game-four overtime victory
over the Heat.

The Bucks declared him inactive less than an hour
before tipoff on Tuesday. The loss of Antetokounmpo,
who averaged career highs of 29.5 points and 13.6
rebounds per game this season, was a huge blow for the
Bucks, as they tried to do what no NBA team has done
before: come back from an 0-3 deficit to win a seven-
game playoff series. It’s the second straight campaign
that the Bucks built the best regular-season record only
to come up short in the playoffs. In 2019 they fell to the
eventual champion Toronto Raptors in six games in the
Eastern Conference finals.

The fifth-seeded Heat will face either the Boston
Celtics or Toronto Raptors for a place in the NBA Finals.
The Celtics lead their series against the defending NBA
champion Raptors three games to two. Butler, who
added 10 rebounds and six assists and was a perfect

eight-for-eight from the foul line, said the Heat’s impres-
sive 8-1 record so far in the playoffs means nothing now.
“All of that is behind us now,” he said. “We’ll wait and see
who we get out of Toronto and Boston and then we’ll
lock in on that. “But it’s zero-zero now, we’ve got eight
more to get.”

The Heat trailed 28-19 after a chaotic first quarter in
which they committed six turnovers leading to nine
Bucks points. They trailed by as many as 13 in the first
period, but settled down in the second, out-scoring the
Bucks 33-18 to take a 52-46 lead into halftime. But
Milwaukee, with Middleton leading the way, refused to
go away. After going scoreless for more than six minutes
in the third period the Bucks put together an 8-0 run to
pull within five points.

Trailing 73-65 going into the final period, the Bucks
trimmed the deficit to four multiple times, but the Heat’s
depth finally proved too much. “Obviously they missed
their MVP,” Butler said. “But we knew we were going to
have to get one out of the mud and I think this was the
one.” Antetokounmpo said he felt “lost” as he was unable
to contribute. “Mentally it was a battle, but at the end of
the day you’ve got to trust your teammates and that’s
what I decided to do,” he said after the Bucks medical
staff persuaded him not to risk further injury by playing.

LeBron leads Lakers
In Western Conference action, LeBron James scored

36 points and Anthony Davis added 26 as the Los
Angeles Lakers powered to the finish in a 112-102 victo-
ry over the Houston Rockets. The Lakers grabbed a 2-1
series lead and James notched an NBA record 162nd
career playoff win. “It says that I’ve played with a lot of
great teams,” said James, who won two NBA titles with
the Miami Heat and one with the Cleveland Cavaliers. “It
says that I’ve played with a lot of great teammates and
some great coaches.”

James Harden scored 33 points with nine rebounds
and nine assists and Russell Westbrook added 30 points
for Houston in a back and forth battle that saw 16 lead
changes. The Lakers’ reserves scored 42 points, with
Houston’s only points off the bench the 16 of Jeff Green.
Rajon Rondo, who scored 21 off the bench for Los
Angeles, hit back-to-back three-pointers and came up
with a steal and layup as the Lakers surged ahead with a
17-5 scoring run to start the fourth quarter. 

After putting up 64 points in the first half Houston
scored just 38 in the second and the Lakers posted their
second straight win of the series. There was a frightening
moment in the fourth quarter, as Robert Covington and
Davis collided as Davis rose for a rebound. Davis’s elbow
appeared to hit Covington in head and he left the court
holding a bloodied towel to his face, while Davis was
hurting from Covington’s elbow in his side.—AFP

Busta tames erratic Shapovalov to claim place in last four COVID cloud 
over NFL; new 
season kicks off
LOS ANGELES: The NFL kicks off its new season shrouded
in trepidation on Thursday as America’s most popular sport
grapples with the new realities of life in the age of COVID-19.
An array of carefully crafted safety protocols designed to mit-
igate the threat of coronavirus face their first serious test
when the reigning Super Bowl champion Kansas City Chiefs
host the Houston Texans. It marks the start of a five-month
campaign that is scheduled to culminate with the Super Bowl
next February in Tampa, Florida, one of the states worst
affected by the pandemic which has claimed around 190,000
American lives.

Unlike sports such as basketball and ice hockey, which
returned to play by basing multiple teams in a single location,
the NFL season is taking place with teams playing at their
home stadiums. For the most part, those stadiums will be
empty. Of the 32 teams in the NFL, 26 say games will take
place without spectators. Six teams, including the Chiefs, say
they will allow a limited number of fans into each game.
COVID-19 has already upended parts of the NFL calendar.
The NFL Draft due to take place in Las Vegas in April was
cancelled and conducted virtually, while the entire slate of
pre-season games due to start in August was also scrapped.
Players meanwhile have been undergoing daily COVID-19
testing at pre-season training camps which have seen squads
operate in reconfigured locker rooms to allow for social dis-
tancing between team-mates.

So far the safety measures put in place have yielded
encouraging results. No team has suffered a major outbreak of
COVID-19. In its most recent set of test results covering the
period August 30-September 5, out of 44,510 tests given to
8,349 players and personnel, only eight came back positive.
“We have been really fortunate,” NFL Commissioner Roger
Goodell said on a conference call with reporters.  “The cases of
COVID-19 are very low across the league. It is a testament to
the plans but most importantly to the diligence to the players,
the teams and their staffs. “I think the big thing for us, again, is
not to get comfortable. The protocols are working. But we’re
dealing with a lot of uncertainty here. This is a pandemic that
we’re still learning about.” —AFP

FLORIDA: Anthony Davis #3 of the Los Angeles Lakers and
Robert Covington #33 of the Houston Rockets react after col-
liding during the fourth quarter in Game Three of the Western
Conference Second Round on Tuesday. —AFP

LOS ANGELES: The NFL logo is seen on a football packaging
in Los Angeles. The NFL kicks off its new season shrouded
in trepidation as America’s most popular sport grapples
with the new realities of life in the age of Covid-19. —AFP


