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SOUTHAMPTON: Mitchell Marsh marked his re-
turn to the world stage by leading Australia to a five-
wicket consolation win over England at Southampton
on Tuesday as they regained top spot in the global
Twenty20 rankings from their arch-rivals. Australia
were cruising to a modest target of 146 at 70-1 even
though they had rested dynamic opener David
Warner in one of three changes to their side. But they
lost three wickets for 17 runs to be 87-4 before
Marsh (39 not out) and Ashton Agar (16 not out) saw
Australia to victory with three balls to spare.

“Six months is a long time without cricket so it’s
great to get the opportunity today,” player-of-the-
match Marsh told Sky Sports. “It’s nice to finish off
the series and nice to contribute. “I would’ve liked
my first game back to be a bit easier than that... I cer-
tainly looked up to make sure (Adil) Rashid had
bowled out and I do like pace on the ball.” England,
however, still won the three-match series 2-1.

‘Got us over the line’ 
“The first couple of games, we played such good

cricket for a lot of it and didn’t finish it off,” Australia
captain Aaron Finch told Sky Sports. “But tonight
Mitch and Ash got us over the line.” Australia’s slump
started when Marcus Stoinis holed out off Tom Cur-
ran before dangerman Glenn Maxwell fell for six
when he reverse-swept leg-spinner Rashid to short
third man. Rashid, who should have dismissed Finch
for 27 only for wicketkeeper Jonny Bairstow to drop
a skyed chance, then bowled the Australia captain for
39 with a superb googly.

And with the last ball of his spell, Rashid caught
and bowled star batsman Steve Smith to finish with
excellent figures of 3-21 from his four overs. Australia
were now 100-5, needing 46 more to win off the last
seven overs. But the recalled Marsh, in his first com-
petitive match for Australia since a one-day interna-
tional in March, settled their nerves with a six and a
four in a 16th over from fast bowler Mark Wood that
cost 14 runs. When Agar drove Curran down the
ground for four, Australia needed just one off the last
over, bowled by Chris Jordan.   Marsh, however,
could not score off the first two balls. 

But the third saw him run the decisive single, al-
though he would have been out if Joe Denly had hit
the stumps with his throw from mid-off. Earlier,
Mitchell Starc led a disciplined bowling display as
Australia held a revamped England to 145-6. Fast
bowler Starc took 1-20, with leg-spinner Adam
Zampa returning fine figures of 2-34. Jonny
Bairstow, with 55, was the only England batsman to
pass 30. But England were without captain Eoin
Morgan (dislocated finger) and fellow star batsman
Jos Buttler, absent for personal reasons after mak-
ing a match-winning 77 not out in a six-wicket vic-
tory on Sunday.

They were also missing opener Jason Roy (side
injury) and star all-rounder Ben Stokes, with his ill
father in New Zealand, for the whole of this series.
But stand-in skipper Moeen Ali was grateful to have
captained his country for the first time. “It was a
very proud moment and an amazing experience,
sadly we didn’t win but I thought we showed good

fight in the end,” he said. “Generally in the field we
weren’t great and we didn’t back the bowlers up as
we would have liked.”

Bairstow, who struggled early on, struck left-arm
spinner Ashton Agar and Zampa for two huge sixes.
He completed a 41-ball fifty with a superb straight
six off Zampa. However, Bairstow was out soon af-

terwards when caught and bowled after mistiming
a pull off Agar. England, the 50-over world cham-
pions, and Australia now head north to Manchester
for a three-match one-day international series
starting on Friday. It will be the first time they have
played an ODI since England beat Australia in the
semi-finals of last year’s World Cup.— AFP 

Australia regain top spot in 
T20 rankings from England

Marsh stars as Australia beat England by five wickets 

SOUTHAMPTON: England’s bowler Chris Jordan (left) looks on as the ball goes past the stumps as Australia’s
Mitchell Marsh (center) scores the winning run during the international Twenty20 cricket match between
England and Australia on September 8, 2020. — AFP 

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kazma Sports Club cruise into semi finals
of HH the Amir cup after defeating Qadisiya 7-6 in
penalty shootout after extra time periods ended in a

2-2 draw during the match that was held on Tuesday
night. Kazima opened the score when Shibeeb Al-
Khladi sent the ball to the back of the net in the 33rd-
minute then Qadisiya equalized in the 40th minute
when Bader Al-Mutawaa scored from the penalty
spot. Kazma’s Bandar Burisli restored his team’s lead
in the 85th minute. When everyone thought that
Kazma had won the match, the referee awarded Qa-
disiya another free kick which was also taken by
Bader Al-Mutawaa. The extra time also ended in a
draw and the teams went for the penalty shootout.

In the second match, Kuwait Club joined Kazma
in the semi-final by overcoming a goal deficit and
ended the match 4-2 in their favor. Salmiya’s Patrick
Fabiano scored first in the 16th minute, ending the
first half (1-0). In the second half, Kuwait equalized
when Faisal Zayed scored from the penalty spot in
the 61st-minute. The game continued until the 90th
minute when Abdool Cisco scored. Musaed Nada’s
own goal in the 113th-minute handed the match to
Kuwait Club and Jumaa Saeed ended the match with
a goal in 120th minute.

Kazma Sports Club 
cruise into semis 

PARIS: Cristiano Ronaldo scored a stunning
brace to take him to 101 international goals for
Portugal in a 2-0 victory over 10-man Sweden in
the Nations League on Tuesday, while France won
a repeat of the 2018 World Cup final 4-2 over
Croatia. Ronaldo broke the mythical 100-goal
mark on the stroke of half-time, the 35-year-old
Juventus attacker curling in a free-kick from 25
yards over the wall and into the far left corner be-
yond Sweden’s stranded goalkeeper Robin Olsen
for a memorable milestone in his trophy-laden ca-
reer. The bonus second goal, and his 101st, came
in the 72nd minute, the former Manchester United
and Real Madrid forward cutting back inside the
Swedish defence and producing a deft finish into
the far corner from 20 yards.

“They are two important goals because it means
I managed to reach this mark I’d been seeking,”
Ronaldo told Portuguese public television RTP.
“I’m very happy, first because the team won and of
course to score the 100th and then the 101st, two
great goals.” While acknowledging health came
first, he lamented the Covid-19 enforced empty
stadium in Solna. “It’s sad playing without fans, it’s
like going to the circus with no clowns or into a
garden with no flowers,” Ronaldo said. “Speaking
for myself, when I play away matches I like being
whistled, it gives me motivation.”

After making his first senior international ap-
pearance as an 18-year-old in 2003, Ronaldo
notched up his first goal for Portugal in a 2-1 de-
feat by eventual winners Greece at Euro 2004.
Ronaldo, capped 165 times by Portugal, is second
only to Iran’s Ali Daei, on 109, in the list of top
men’s international goal scorers. “The record, it’s
step by step,” Ronaldo said. “It’s not an obsession
because I think records come naturally.” Incredi-
bly for Ronaldo, just 17 of his 100 goals have come
in friendly matches, and his nine hat-tricks all came
in FIFA or UEFA tournaments or qualifying games.

At the Stade de France north of Paris, Eduardo
Camavinga became France’s youngest interna-
tional in 96 years as les Bleus won a repeat of the
2018 World Cup final over Croatia. Midfielder Ca-
mavinga, aged 17 years and nine months, replaced
Ngolo Kante in the second half and is only sur-
passed by Julien Verbrugghe, aged 16 years and
10 months in 1906, and Maurice Gastiger, at 17
years and 4 months in 1914.

Deschamps made seven changes from Saturday’s
win over Sweden in Solna with Wissam Ben Yedder
and Anthony Martial leading the attack after Kylian
Mbappe contracted Covid-19. Antoine Griezmann,
Dayot Upamecano, Olivier Giroud as well as an own
goal from the visitors’ goalkeeper Dominik Li-
vakovic secured a repeat result from Russia two
years ago after Dejan Lovren had opened the scor-
ing for Croatia, Wolfsburg’s Josip Brekalo adding
their second in the 55th minute. The result sees Di-
dier Deschamps’ World Cup winners second on goal
difference in Group A behind Portugal.

FIFA’s number one ranked side Belgium, led su-
perbly by Manchester City playmaker Kevin De
Bruyne, handed Iceland a 5-1 drubbing to follow
up on their 2-0 win over Denmark. The Islanders
actually opened the scoring through an 11th-
minute deflected shot from Holmbert Fridjonsson.
But a reshuffled Red Devils outfit hit back almost
immediately through Axel Witsel in the 13th
minute, before a Michy Batshuayi double (17, 70)
coupled with goals from Dries Mertens (50) and
new cap Jeremy Doku (80) combined to put the
game out of sight. Belgium’s win moves them to the
top of League A Group 2 ahead of their trip next
month to England, who were lucky to escape with
a 0-0 draw away to Denmark in Copenhagen on
Tuesday.—AFP 

Ronaldo at the double, 
France see off Croatia in 
World Cup final repeat

KUWAIT: Stephane Peterhansel (FRA) wasted no
time in reminding Europe’s offroaders that he’s still
the man to beat on his return to competitive racing at
Baja Poland. He took control of the contest before the
midway point and the 13-time Dakar Rally winner
went on to claim the chequered flag behind the wheel
of his MINI John Cooper Works Rally. 

Peterhansel quickly answered any questions about
how he would cope with eight months away from rac-
ing and how he would adapt to having a new co-dri-
ver. It was soon evident that Monsieur Dakar still had
plenty of speed and the pace notes of Edouard
Boulanger (FRA) had the duo on the path to success.
“Getting a win in our first rally together is a great
start. This has been one of the most difficult rallies I
have ever competed in. We are used to desert condi-
tions, and here we struggled with water and mud.” -
Stephane Peterhansel

Following 444 kilometers of timed racing spread
over seven special stages, the final winning margin of
French pair Peterhansel and Boulanger stood at over
12 minutes. They were able to celebrate on Sunday
thanks in large part to staying out of trouble on the
previous day when torrential rain had seen a number
of their rivals fall away as track conditions worsened.

Clogged filters and the threat of engine failure forced
Nasser Al-Attiyah (QAT) and co-driver Mathieu
Baumel (FRA) to retire during the third special stage. 

Stage three also saw the chances of KubaPrzy-
gonski (POL) winning his home race suffer a blow as
he lost a wheel and spent over 40 minutes on repairs.
“I was very surprised that we finished the third stage
in first place, especially since I wasn’t pushing hard. I
saw the crews stopping. We didn’t have it easy either
due to problems with the car.” - Stephane Peterhansel

With three-time Dakar winner Al-Attiyah out of
the race and Przygonski left to target stage wins, Pe-
terhansel used all his experience to bring home the
victory. The reigning FIA World Cup for Cross-
Country Rallies champion can now turn his attention
to next month’s Rally of Andalusia as preparations
continue ahead of the 2021 Dakar in Saudi Arabia. 

Monsieur Dakar
back to winning
ways at Baja Poland

LOS ANGELES: Robin Lehner made 24 saves as the
top-seeded Vegas Golden Knights shut out the Dallas
Stars 3-0 to level their NHL Western Conference final
at one game apiece on Tuesday. It was Lehner’s second
straight shutout and fourth in his past seven starts. He
had backed up Marc-Andre Fleury in a 1-0 defeat in
game one on Sunday after making 14 saves in a series-
clinching 3-0 win over Vancouver on Friday. Paul
Stastny, William Karlsson and Tomas Nosek scored for
the Golden Knights. Stastny opened the scoring at 4:53
of the second off a pass from Max Pacioretty and Karls-
son made it 2-0 with a power-play goal from the left
face-off circle at 8:24. Nosek finished off an exchange
with Chandler Stephenson and Nicolas Roy to make it
3-0 at 14:32 of the second.

“We didn’t play our game in game one,” Golden
Knights coach Peter DeBoer said of the 1-0 defeat in
the series opener. “Tonight, we got our game back, and
once we got that first goal, I thought we looked like we
normally do, which is making plays and sticking pucks
in the net.” Anton Khudobin allowed three goals on 27
shots for Dallas. He was replaced to start the third pe-
riod by Jake Oettinger, who made his NHL debut and
saved all five shots he faced. “He got killed in that sec-
ond period,” Dallas coach Rick Bowness said of Khu-
dobin. “Give him a breather, and you hope it’ll spark
some life into the guys.

“You put a kid in the net for his first NHL action, and
you hope it’ll spark some life,” added Bowness, who
added that “without Anton, that’s 6-0 after the second
period.” Nosek was playing his third straight game and
seventh of the playoffs after he was a healthy scratch
for four of five games in the first round against the
Chicago Blackhawks and the first six games against
Vancouver. “We have a lot of great players, pretty good
players, so someone has to stay out sometimes,” he said.
“I just try to stay ready, keep focusing and work hard
every practice, and if the chance comes, I’ll be ready
and do my best.”

Game three is today in Edmonton, the NHL’s hub city
for both the Eastern and Western conference finals and
the Stanley Cup Final. Dallas forward Tyler Seguin said
the Stars weren’t surprised to see the Golden Knights
come out firing after their opening defeat. —AFP 

Lehner shines; Golden 
Knights blank Stars to 
level NHL series


