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Photo of the Day

Jan Hirt performs during the shoot of Red Bull Ferry Tale in Zurich, Switzerland. — Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

BEIJING: A coalition of human rights groups around
the world has urged the International Olympic Com-
mittee to strip Beijing of the 2022 Winter Olympics over
its rights record. The call comes as China faces in-
creased global scrutiny and backlash over its clamp-
down in Hong Kong and the mass internment of Uighur
Muslims in Xinjiang. The letter, dated Tuesday (Sep 8,
2020) and signed by over 160 groups and addressed
to the IOC president, warned that the 2022 Games
“could even contribute to more repression” in China.

It charged that after the 2008 Summer Olympic
Games were awarded to Beijing, there was a “gross
increase on the assault on communities living under
its rule”. The groups cited the internment of Uighurs
in Xinjiang and the controversial new security law in
Hong Kong as examples. “Despite appeals... the IOC
has repeated the same mistakes as the past and re-
mained unresponsive to evidence of the sharp decline
in human rights protections before and after the 2008
Games in Beijing,” the letter said.

“The IOC must recognize that the Olympic spirit
and the reputation of the Olympic Games will suffer
further damage if the worsening human rights crisis,
across all areas under China’s control, is simply ig-
nored.” Among its signatories are the Uyghur Human
Rights Project, World Uyghur Congress, Tibetan
Youth Congress and other Hong Kong and Mongolian
rights groups based across several continents. China
has insisted that Xinjiang’s internment camps are “vo-
cational education centres”, maintaining that its poli-
cies in regions such as Xinjiang and Tibet are for
national security and to counter extremism.— AFP 

Dodgers rally, hang on in 10th
Padres hammer Rockies; Royals beat Indians 
LOS ANGELES: Gavin Lux homered twice, including a
three-run shot in the top of the 10th inning, and the Los
Angeles Dodgers rallied from a four-run deficit for a 10-
9 win over the Arizona Diamondbacks on Tuesday night
in Phoenix. Lux went 3-for-5 with five RBIs and three runs
in his first career multi-home run game. He hadn’t home-
red in 27 at-bats this year before Tuesday. The Dodgers
(31-12) scored four runs (two unearned) in the 10th off Di-
amondbacks reliever Yoan Lopez (0-1). Kenley Jansen, the
Dodgers’ closer, worked 1 1/3 innings for the win to im-
prove to 3-0. However, he gave up Christian Walker’s two-
run home run and David Peralta’s two-out, run-scoring
single in the bottom of the 10th before getting the final
out. Arizona (15-28) had the winning run at the plate and
the tying run on base but lost its fourth consecutive game.

Padres 14, Rockies 5
San Diego spotted visiting Colorado a three-run lead

in the top of the first, then stormed back with five runs in
each the first and second innings-featuring a grand slam
by Wil Myers and a three-run shot by Austin Nola-in a
blowout win. Myers also hit a solo homer in the seventh
to give him 11 homers on the season. Manny Machado
added three hits and two RBIs for San Diego. Mike
Clevinger (2-2) allowed four runs with eight strikeouts
over five innings to earn his first win as a Padre. However,
Rockies starter Chi Chi Gonzalez (0-1) was charged with
four runs without allowing a hit, and reliever Jose Mujica
served up the slam to Myers on his second pitch in the
major leagues.

Nationals 5, Rays 3
Washington scored four early runs, Anibal Sanchez

won for the second time in his last four starts and the Na-
tionals held on in a victory over visiting Tampa Bay. Brock
Holt was 2-for-4 with a run and a double, and Trea Turner
(double, stolen base), Carter Kieboom (double) and Juan
Soto each had a hit, run and an RBI for the Nationals, who
swept the two-game series. Tampa Bay’s Ryan Yarbrough
(0-3) returned from the injured list and wasn’t sharp after
an 11-day absence. The left-hander allowed four runs on
six hits in 2 2/3 innings and tossed 70 pitches.

Royals 8, Indians 6
Maikel Franco’s sacrifice fly plated the go-ahead run

in the eighth inning as Kansas City snapped a seven-game
losing streak with a victory over Cleveland. Whit Merri-
field crushed a three-run homer and Nicky Lopez joined
Franco with two RBIs for the Royals, who posted their first
win since a 2-1 victory over Cleveland on Aug 31. Fran-
cisco Lindor and Carlos Santana each belted a two-run
homer and Sandy Leon also went deep for the Indians,
who saw their three-game winning streak come to a halt.

Pirates 5, White Sox 4
Jason Martin scored the winning run in the ninth inning

for a Pittsburgh victory when catcher Yasmani Grandal
dropped a toss home, ending visiting Chicago’s four-game
winning streak. Jacob Stallings had an RBI double,
Ke’Bryan Hayes stroked a run-scoring triple, and Kevin
Newman and Erik Gonzalez each hit RBI singles for Pitts-
burgh. Grandal hit a two-run homer and Yoan Mancada
added an RBI single for the White Sox.

Twins 7, Cardinals 3 (Game 1)
Josh Donaldson smacked a three-run homer to power

visiting Minnesota past St. Louis in the first half of an in-
terleague doubleheader. Miguel Sano hit a two-run homer
and Nelson Cruz hit a solo shot as the Twins won for the
seventh time in their last eight games. They won their third
straight game against the Cardinals. Winning pitcher Jose
Berrios (4-3) allowed three runs on four hits in five-plus
innings. Losing pitcher Carlos Martinez (0-2) allowed four
runs on seven hits in 3 2/3 innings in his first outing since
recovering from COVID-19.

Cardinals 6, Twins 4 (Game 2)
Matt Carpenter triggered a five-run rally to lead St.

Louis past visiting Minnesota 6-4 in the second half of
their twin bill. Carpenter hit a single, scored a run and later
drew a run-scoring walk as the Cardinals scored five
times in the third inning. They erased a 2-0 deficit against
losing pitcher Randy Dobnak (6-3), who retired just eight
batters. Cardinals starting pitcher Daniel Ponce de Leon
allowed two runs on five hits in three innings. Reliever
Genesis Cabrera (3-1) earned the victory and closer Gio-
vanny Gallegos earned his fourth save.

Phillies 6, Red Sox 5 (Game 1)
Alec Bohm hit a two-run single with two outs in the

bottom of the seventh inning to lift host Philadelphia past
Boston in the first game of a doubleheader. Bohm finished
with three hits and a career-high four RBI while Didi Gre-
gorius homered, singled, walked and scored three runs for
the Phillies. Hector Neris (2-1) earned the win with 1 1/3
scoreless innings of relief. Rafael Devers homered twice,
doubled and drove in three runs for the Red Sox. Alex
Verdugo and Bobby Dalbec each added solo homers and
Christian Vazquez had four hits for the Red Sox, who
dropped their second in a row.

Red Sox 5, Phillies 2 (Game 2)
Bobby Dalbec homered, singled and drove in three

runs to lift visiting Boston past Philadelphia for a double-
header split. Jackie Bradley Jr had three hits, a walk and
three runs while Tzu-Wei Lin added two hits for the Red
Sox, who snapped their two-game losing streak. Chris
Mazza (1-1) allowed four hits and two runs in five innings
while striking out four and walking one to record his sec-
ond major league win. Marcus Walden retired Jean Se-
gura and Rhys Hoskins with runners on first and second
in the seventh inning for his first save of the season.

A’s 4, Astros 2 (Game 1)
Robbie Grossman broke a sixth-inning tie with an RBI

single and Khris Davis drove in two runs, one with his first
home run in more than a month, sending Oakland to a win
over visiting Houston in the first game of a doubleheader.
Davis, who had totaled just nine hits all season in a part-
time role, had two hits for Oakland, as did Laureano and
Pinder. Attempting to prevent the Astros from losing a sixth
straight, Greinke went six innings, allowing a season-high
four runs and seven hits. Michael Brantley finished with
three of Houston’s seven hits in a lineup that included Alex
Bregman, activated off the injured list before the game.

Astros 5, A’s 4 (Game 2)
Yuli Gurriel’s sacrifice fly broke a seventh-inning tie

and allowed Houston to salvage a split of its doubleheader
at Oakland. The win ended a six-game losing streak for
the Astros. Having used a four-run fourth inning to erase
a four-run deficit, the Astros pushed across the decisive
run after an error by A’s shortstop Vimael Machin opened
the door in the seventh. Enoli Paredes (2-2) was credited
with the win after getting the final two outs of the sixth
inning. Ryan Pressly notched his eighth save. J.B. Wen-
delken (1-1), who worked the sixth and seventh innings
and allowed just the one unearned run, took the loss.

Giants 6, Mariners 5
Pinch hitter Darin Ruf hit a tiebreaking home run in the

seventh, and the San Francisco bullpen combined for four
scoreless innings as the Giants rallied to defeat visiting
Seattle. Alex Dickerson and Mauricio Dubon also home-
red for the Giants, who have used a 14-5 run to move
above .500 for the first time since Aug. 1. Tyler Rogers (2-
3) earned the victory with a scoreless inning of relief. Tony
Watson pitched the ninth for his second save of the sea-
son. The Mariners had their six-game winning streak
snapped, which had been the longest current run in the
majors. Anthony Misiewicz (0-2) took the loss, allowing
Ruf’s one-out homer to left-center in the seventh.

Blue Jays 2, Yankees 1
Jonathan Davis, playing his first game of the season,

hit a two-run homer in the second inning and Toronto de-
feated visiting New York in Buffalo. It was the fifth loss in
a row for the Yankees, including the first two games of the
three-game series with the Blue Jays. The Blue Jays have
won three in a row and occupy second place in the Amer-
ican League East, three games ahead of the Yankees.
Toronto starter Taijuan Walker allowed no runs, two hits
and five walks in four innings. He was replaced by right-
hander Shun Yamaguchi (2-3), who allowed one run in two
innings. Yankees left-hander J.A. Happ (1-2) struck out 10
in 6 1/3 innings in defeat.

Marlins 8, Braves 0
Visiting Miami hit three home runs to back the stellar

pitching of rookie Sixto Sanchez in blanking Atlanta. The
Marlins have won the first two games of the three-game
series to clinch their first series win against Atlanta in
three years. Atlanta has lost four of its last five games.
Matt Joyce and Jorge Alfaro hit solo homers and Garrett

Cooper added a two-run blast. That was all the support
needed for Sanchez (2-1), the team’s top-rated prospect.
In his fourth career start, he pitched six-plus shutout in-
nings and lowered his ERA to 1.80.

Orioles 11, Mets 2
John Means tossed six strong innings to earn his first

win of the season as visiting Baltimore hit four homers as
it continued surging with a blowout win over New York.
The Orioles have won four straight and six of eight to
move within a half-game of the New York Yankees in the
race for the final playoff spot in the American League. The
Mets, who entered Tuesday two games out of the NL’s
last postseason spot, have lost eight of 12. Means (1-3) al-
lowed one run-on a Jake Marisnick homer in the second-
and three hits while walking one and striking out five to
earn his first victory since last Sept. 28. Marisnick and Jeff
McNeil had two hits each for the Mets, who lost by at
least nine runs for the third time this year.

Cubs 3, Reds 0
Alec Mills threw six strong innings, and Chicago

tripled home all of its runs during a win over visiting
Cincinnati. With the wind briskly blowing in, offense was
at a premium in the opener of a three-game set. The teams
combined for nine hits, but the NL Central-leading Cubs
made two of their four count. Mills (4-3) gave up four hits
while striking out six and overcoming three walks to re-
bound following two consecutive sub-par outings. The
Reds’ Tyler Mahle (1-2) took the hard-luck loss. Aside
from two triples, the right-hander allowed only two other
hits while striking out 10 and walking one in seven innings.

Tigers 8, Brewers 3
Jeimer Candelario homered and drove in four runs,

Spencer Turnbull pitched six shutout innings and host De-
troit cruised over Milwaukee. Turnbull (4-2) allowed just
three hits and struck out three with three walks for the
Tigers, who had lost five of their previous six games. De-
troit second baseman Jonathan Schoop left the game in
the fourth inning after being hit on his right wrist by a
pitch. Milwaukee scored all of its runs in the ninth on RBI
singles by Jedd Gyorko, Avisail Garcia and Omar Narvaez.
Christian Yelich reached base three times for the Brewers
with two hits and a walk.

Rangers 7, Angels 1
Lance Lynn gave up just one run and four hits in seven

innings, leading Texas to victory over Los Angeles in Ar-
lington, Texas. The Rangers ended their losing streak at
six games, while the Angels saw their winning streak
snapped at five. It was Lynn’s second victory in two starts
against Los Angeles this season. Lynn (5-2), who was
coming off his worst start of the season (six runs in six in-
nings in a loss to Houston on Thursday), struck out six.
Every hitter in the Texas starting lineup reached base ei-
ther by hit or walk.—Reuters

PHOENIX: Infielder Ketel Marte #4 of the Arizona Diamondbacks catches the baseball as Cody Bellinger #35 of the Los Angeles
Dodgers safely steals second base during the eight inning of the MLB game at Chase Field on Tuesday — AFP 

Rights groups urge 
IOC to strip Beijing 
of Winter Olympics

SAINT-MARTIN-DE-RE: Irishman Sam Bennett
was left in tears after sprinting to a maiden stage
win on the Tour de France on Tuesday after an At-
lantic coast run between the islands of Oleron and
Re. The Deceuninck team rider’s stage 10 victory,
on his Tour debut, ensured he reclaimed the sprint
points green jersey, a similar shade to the rugby and
football shirts of the Ireland national team. It also
followed a dramatic start to the day as Tour director
Christian Prudhomme tested positive for Covid-19
while the entire peloton returned negative tests.
There was a negative test result, however, for French
Prime Minister Jean Castex, whom Prudhomme had
sat alongside in his car for Saturday’s stage.

Wearing his Irish champion’s tunic Bennett nar-
rowly edged Australia’s Caleb Ewan while peloton
superstar Peter Sagan came third to cede the green
jersey on a sunny day attended by more fans than
on any previous day in the region famous for its
huge, luscious oysters and other shellfish in the mud
flats. After the finish line on the chic Island of Re
Ewan quickly rode alongside the winner to fist bump
in a rare show of empathy between sprinters.

Surrounded by his teammates Bennett watched
a replay before clenching his fist and cheering. “It’s
almost a relief,” said the 29-year-old who had four
near misses before finally clinching this win after a
frantic 168.5km-long stage 10 that featured 78
roundabouts. Bennett said he could hardly think
straight at the end of the stage. “I threw my bike
over the line to get the win but I was so excited I al-
most forgot to do it,” he said. “It hasn’t sunk in yet,”
Bennett added at the finish line before bursting into
tears and thanking his team and his family.

“I don’t want to be a cry baby,” said the pow-
erfully built Belgian-born sprinter. “I want to bring
this shirt home for Ireland, but Peter Sagan is a
master of this game.” Bennett now has stage wins
on all three Grand Tours, his stage win here fol-
lowing stage victories on the Giro d’Italia (three)
and the Vuelta a Espana (two). He said his next
goal would be a Tour de France final day win on
the cobbled Parisian streets of the Champs-Ely-
sees, before concentrating post-Tour on the
Milan-San Remo race and the World Cycling
Championships.—AFP 

Ireland’s Bennett 
in the green; Tour 
survives virus test


