
T
hey’re drawing crowds in Sweden:
cute and quirky shopfronts, delis and
restaurants created by a mystery art

collective called “Anonymouse” that have
popped up out of nowhere in some cities.
The catch? You have to get down on all
fours to see them, tucked away as they
are at the bottom of buildings, just big
enough for mice. “It’s like a treasure hunt,”
29-year-old Madeleine tells AFP in Lund, a
picturesque university town in the south of
the Nordic country where the collective’s
latest works are on display.

Hidden away in knee-high crevices
around the city, the works often take the
form of mundane locations, such as stu-
dent dorms or a restaurant, but always at
a scale more welcoming to small rodents
than humans. Most often they include
cheesy puns, like the music shop “Ricotta
Records” which sells classic albums like

“Back to Brie” by “Amy Winemouse” and
“Stilton John”‘s “Goodbye Yellow Cheese
Roll”.  The anonymous team behind the
creations has been working together for
four years, and the installations, which are
temporary, are exclusively made of recy-
cled materials.

“It’s the big world made small,” 64-year
old social worker Bengt tells AFP, walking
past to admire one of the works. “There is
almost always a message in them, it
makes you think a little about how people
are doing,” 43-year-old Maria adds.
Remaining clandestine is a top priority for
“Anonymouse.”

So when the Lund municipality com-
missioned some of the works, they did not
even know where to send the check.

They now have 26 creations to their
name, including soup kitchens, antique
shops and a private detective’s office,

though they are always temporary and
usually stay up for a few months. Their
works have also been seen in other cities
in Sweden and beyond, in Bayonne in
France and on the Isle of Man in the UK.
Reflecting on the Covid-19 pandemic,
their first creation in Lund was a mouse
pharmacy, complete with a sign encour-
aging visitors to “Wash your paws.”

“The only thing that made sense was to
build a pharmacy to somehow comment
on the current global situation,” a
spokesperson, who introduced himself as
Yasha Mousekewitz, told AFP via email. 

Their creations have also been a hit on
social media and the collective has gar-
nered more than 139,000 followers on
Instagram. — AFP 
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A street installation of a mini restaurant and deli-shop for mice created by
Swedish artist collective “Anonymouse”.

This file photo shows an art installation made by the artist collective
Anonymouse in the Nygatan street in Lund, Sweden. — AFP photos

This file photo shows an art installation made by the artist collective Anonymouse in the
Nygatan street in Lund, Sweden.

Paleontologists of the National Institute of Anthropology work on the preservation of the skeletons of mammoths found
during a recent excavation, at the Santa Lucia Military Base in the Municipality of Zumpango, Mexico.

British designer Kim Jones

Partial view of part of the skeletons of mammoths. — AFP
photos

A man takes pictures of a street installation of a mini restaurant and
deli-shop for mice created by Swedish artist collective “Anonymouse” in
central Malmo, Sweden.

I
n November, the highest tides in over
50 years left it submerged-the famous
Italian lagoon city drenched, despon-

dent and economically devastated. Fast
forward to February when the surround-
ing region, Veneto, saw Italy’s first death
from coronavirus-an epidemic that went
on to kill over 35,000 people in the coun-
try. Finally this month, the opening of the
prestigious Venice film festival on

September 2 was trumpeted as a sign of
hope and renewal for the beloved yet
beleaguered city. But one week into the
world-renowned “Mostra del Cinema” on
the beachfront Lido, a twenty-minute
boat ride from Venice, many Venetians
say there is still little to celebrate.

“Nothing has changed much,” said
Francesca, a tour operator manning a
stand on the Venice waterfront who

declined to give her last name.  For those
locals accustomed to the estimated 30
million tourists who visit each year,
whose presence makes it a challenge to
cross the Rialto Bridge or snap a photo
of the Bridge of Sighs, the city feels emp-
ty, she said.   Visibly missing are visitors
from the United States and China,
among other countries, who are still pro-
hibited from travelling to the country.  “All

my family works in tourism. It makes me
sad on one hand, but it’s beautiful,” she
said, referring to the fewer tourists. 

Although visitors now outnumber
pigeons and seagulls in Saint Mark’s
Square, and hotels are at 40 to 50 per-
cent capacity, according to the mayor,
the city has not yet hit its stride. Many
businesses are still shuttered from the
coronavirus lockdown. About a third of
shops lining Saint Mark’s Square were
closed on Tuesday, as a few hundred
tourists meandered around, enjoying the
sunny weather.  Venetians also point out
that those who attend the festival don’t
necessarily move outside their film indus-
try bubble on the Lido. “People come but
it’s not like people come to buy fish,” said
Andrea Dei Rossi, a seller inside the
Mercato di Rialto, whose fish market has
been in operation since the 11th century.
“It’s been a hard year for all of us,” Dei
Rossi said. “The fact that we’re open is
wonderful.” Dei Rossi’s business is down
80 percent this year, he said, due prima-

rily to the closure of many of the city’s
restaurants. 

‘A matter of image’ 
The festival, now in its 77th year, is a

scaled-down version of its former self this
September amid ongoing travel restric-
tions preventing many stars, filmmakers
and industry executives from attending.
But restaurants, bars and other business-
es on the Lido are enjoying at least a
temporary boost with the arrival of the
film crowd. One waitress, Betelehem
Pilastro, described the festival as a yearly
“adventure” that “gives so much work to
so many people.”

Others are more skeptical, like water
taxi driver Walter, who asked his last
name not be used. “There are hardly any
films, just some Italian productions. It’s a
political festival that had to happen no
matter what, even without content, to
show that Venice is alive,” he said. “I
consider this festival just a matter of
image.”—AFP

B
ritish designer Kim Jones is to join
Italian fashion house Fendi as its
lead designer for womenswear

while retaining his job as artistic director
for Dior, Fendi announced on
Wednesday. Jones, 46, will succeed the
late Karl Lagerfeld who was responsible
for Fendi womenswear until his death in
2019. Silvia Venturini Fendi, from the
Fendi family, will continue with responsi-
bility for menswear and accessories, the
statement from Fendi and parent compa-
ny LVMH said. 

“Kim Jones is a great talent and since
joining, he has continuously proven his
ability to adapt to the codes and heritage
of the LVMH houses while revisiting them
with great modernity and audacity,”
LVMH chief Bernard Arnault said.  Jones,
who has already worked on menswear at
Louis Vuitton, has been chief designer at
Dior since March 2018. — AFP

A
rchaeologists in hard hats and
face masks carefully remove
earth from around enormous

bones at the site of Mexico City’s new
airport, where construction work has
uncovered a huge trove of mammoth
skeletons. The remains of dozens of the
extinct giants and other prehistoric crea-
tures have been found in Zumpango on
the northern edge of the capital, which
sits on an ancient lake bed. “More than
100 individual mammoths, individual
camels, horses, bison, fish, birds,
antelopes and rodents have already
been recovered,” said army captain
Jesus Cantoral, who heads the excava-
tion team.

In total remains have been found at
194 spots across the site since the first
discoveries were made in October last
year during work on a fuel terminal, he
told AFP. Most of the animals are
believed to have roamed the Earth
between 10,000 and 25,000 years ago.
Experts worked painstakingly to extract
the bones of a one of the mammoth
skeletons, taking care not to disturb a
mound of earth supporting another
specimen. At the same time thousands
of construction workers continued to
labor away across the site as dozens of
excavators and trucks shifted earth and
transported building materials. The
authorities say they have kept a careful

watch to ensure the precious remains
are preserved during work on the air-
port, which President Andres Manuel
Lopez Obrador has promised will be
inaugurated in March 2022.

Stuck in mud 
Experts believe the mammoths were

drawn to the area by food and water
provided by a lake that existed in pre-
historic times. “The place had a lot of
natural resources, enough for these

individuals to survive for a long time
and for many generations,” said
archaeologist Araceli Yanez. In winter
the lake area became muddy, trapping
the giant mammals who starved, she
said. “It attracted a large number of
mammoths, and they got stuck, as is
the case with this individual, and died
here,” Yanez added. The lake was also
very good for preserving the remains.
Mexico has been the scene of surpris-
ing mammoth discoveries before. In the

1970s, workers building the Mexico City
subway found a mammoth skeleton
while digging on the capital’s north
side. In 2012, workers digging to build
a wastewater treatment plant outside
the capital discovered hundreds of
bones belonging to mammoths and oth-
er Ice Age animals.

And last year archaeologists found
the skeletons of 14 mammoths in
Tultepec, near the site of the new air-
port. Some bore signs that the animals
had been hunted, leading experts to
conclude at the time that they had found
“the world’s first mammoth trap.” The
government began construction of the
new aviation hub in 2019 at the Santa
Lucia military airbase, months after can-
celing work on another partially com-
pleted airport.

Lopez Obrador, who ran on a pro-
austerity, anti-graft platform, had criti-
cized that project championed by his
predecessor Enrique Pena Nieto as an
unnecessary mega-project marred by
corruption. His administration has
tasked the military with overseeing con-
struction of the new airport, which will
house a museum showcasing the mam-
moth skeletons and other ancient
remains.— AFP

Paleontologists of the National Institute of Anthropology work on the preservation of the
skeletons of mammoths.

In this file photo a gondolier wearing a face mask (Rear) trans-
ports his very first customer as service resumes at the San Toma
embankment on a Venice canal. — AFP photos

In this file photo (from left) Italian writer Nicola Lagioia, British
director Joanna Hogg, Austrian director Veronika Franz,
Australian-US actress Cate Blanchett, US actor Matt Dillon, French
actress Ludivine Sagnier and German director Christian Petzold
pose during a photocall of the Venezia 77 main competition jury.


