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News in brief

Chad mulls embassy in Jerusalem

JERUSALEM: A delegation from Chad discussed
the possible opening of an embassy in Jerusalem,
in a meeting Tuesday with Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, the Israeli leader said. The
premier, whose country is to sign a US-brokered
deal normalizing relations with the UAE, had
announced a renewal of ties with Chad after a
47-year hiatus during a 2019 visit to the central
African country. Chad, one of the world’s poorest
countries, is not an Arab League member state
but belongs to the Organization of the Islamic
Conference (OIC). Netanyahu has sought to nor-
malize the Jewish state’s ties with Arab and
Muslim nations as well as pushing for greater
international recognition of the disputed city of
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital.  — AFP 

Netanyahu apologizes to Arab family 

JERUSALEM: Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has apologized to the family of an
Israeli Arab killed by police in 2017 after being
wrongly identified as a terrorist. “I want to apol-
ogize to the Al-Qiyan family whose father, an
Israeli citizen, was killed on the pretext that he
was a terrorist when he wasn’t,” he said. During a
January 2017 demolition operation in a Bedouin
village, policeman Erez Levi and the Israeli Arab,
Yacoub Mussa Abu Al-Qiyan, were killed in dis-
puted circumstances. Levi died in a “car ram-
ming” and the driver was shot dead as a “terror-
ist”, police said, whereas villagers said Qiyan was
gunned down at the wheel of his car while driv-
ing at normal speed. On Monday night, a journal-
ist with Israel’s Channel 12 television showed
documents from an internal police inquiry that
determined police had been mistaken. — AFP 

Iran hosts 2nd India minister 

TEHRAN: India’s Foreign Minister
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar held talks Tuesday in
the Iranian capital, becoming the second senior
Indian minister to visit the Islamic republic this
week. “A productive meeting with FM @JZarif
during a stopover in Tehran,” he tweeted, after a
meeting with his Iranian counterpart Mohammad
Javad Zarif. Jaishankar said they “discussed
strengthening our bilateral cooperation and
reviewed regional developments”. Zarif, also on
Twitter, wrote: “Our active engagement with our
neighborhood is our top priority.” On Sunday,
Indian Defense Minister Rajnath Singh Amir Hatami
also held talks in Tehran. During Jaishankar’s last
visit in December, before the outbreak of the coro-
navirus epidemic which has hit both countries hard,
Tehran and Delhi said they had agreed to speed up
the development of the Iranian port of Chabahar on
the Indian Ocean. — AFP 

US police shoot autistic child

LOS ANGELES: Police in Salt Lake City shot
and seriously wounded an autistic child whose
mother had called 911 for help when her 13-year-
old son started shouting in mental distress.
Linden Cameron suffered from separation anxi-
ety, his mother Golda Barton told reporters, and
reacted angrily when she had to return to work
for the first time in almost a year. She called 911
to ask police officers for help in taking the boy to
hospital.  “I told them, ‘Look, he’s unarmed, he
doesn’t have anything, he just gets mad and he
starts yelling and screaming. He’s a kid, he’s try-
ing to get attention’,” she told local station
KUTV. When the teenager started running from
the police, one of the officers opened fire and
injured the boy, who is white, with gunshots to
the shoulder, intestine, bladder and ankle. — AFP 

MINSK: Masked men detained one of the last high-
profile opposition figures still free in Belarus yester-
day, his colleagues said, the latest in a series of
detentions and expulsions of those leading mass
protests. Maxim Znak, who had worked as a lawyer
for jailed presidential hopeful Viktor Babaryko, had
been due to participate in a video call but did not
show up, instead sending the word “masks” to the
group, Babaryko’s press service said.

It said a witness had also seen Znak, 39, being
led down the street near his offices by several men
in civilian clothes and wearing masks. Along with
Svetlana Alexievich, a 72-year-old Nobel Prize-
winning author, Znak was the last of the seven
members of the opposition Coordination Council’s
governing presidium to remain free. Others have
been detained or forced to leave Belarus, in an
intensifying crackdown by President Alexander
Lukashenko’s regime over a disputed election.

Znak’s apparent detention came a day after the
most prominent opposition figure still in Belarus,
Maria Kolesnikova, was detained at the Ukrainian
border after she prevented authorities from
expelling her by tearing up her passport and jump-
ing out of a car. The Coordination Council was set
up to ensure a peaceful transfer of power after main
opposition candidate Svetlana Tikhanovskaya
rejected Lukashenko’s claim to have been re-elect-
ed to a sixth term in an August 9 vote.

The election has sparked the biggest anti-gov-
ernment demonstrations of Lukashenko’s 26-year
rule, with tens of thousands taking to the streets for
weeks to demand he resign. Lukashenko’s security
services have hit back with waves of arrests, deadly
violence against protesters and a campaign of

intimidation and expulsion against opposition lead-
ers. Kolesnikova’s fate was unknown after the dra-
matic events yesterday, when she and two other

members of the Council were taken in a car to the
buffer zone between the Belarusian and Ukrainian
borders.

Appeal to Russians
The other two council members, press secretary

Anton Rodnenkov and executive secretary Ivan
Kravtsov, told a press conference in Kiev that
Kolesnikova had torn her passport “into small
pieces” and climbed out of the back window of the
car to avoid expulsion. Border police said she was
being held pending an investigation. Kolesnikova
had gone missing on Monday, with witnesses saying
she was bundled into a minibus by unidentified
masked men on the street in Minsk. Kolesnikova, 38,
is the only one of the trio of women who fronted
Tikhanovskaya’s campaign stil l  in Belarus.
Tikhanovskaya left the country under pressure from
the authorities and was granted refuge in EU mem-

ber state Lithuania. Her other campaign partner,
Veronika Tsepkalo, is now in Ukraine.

Tikhanovskaya yesterday called on Russians not
to believe propaganda trying to “poison” ties
between the two peoples and thanked those back-
ing Belarusians’ “fight for freedom”. Her first major
address to Russians came after Lukashenko gave a
wide-ranging interview to a group of journalists
from Russian state media on Tuesday. “It is very

important not to damage ties between the two
countries,” 37-year-old Tikhanovskaya said in the
video address. “Let’s not allow propaganda to
poison ties between two friendly peoples, and
unscrupulous politicians to damage the interests
of both Belarus and Russia,” she said. No date
has been set, but Lukashenko is preparing to
travel to Moscow for talks with Russian President
Vladimir Putin. — AFP

Opposition figure ‘tore passport to pieces’ to avoid expulsion

‘Masked men’ detain Belarus’
high-profile opposition lawyer

Ethiopia region 
defies Abiy with 
‘illegal’ election
MEKELE: Ageing war veterans and university stu-
dents joined long pre-dawn lines in Ethiopia’s
northern Tigray region to vote yesterday in parlia-
mentary elections that Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed’s
government has deemed illegal. Polls opened at 6am
across the mountainous northern Tigray region
despite a federal decision to postpone all elections
because of the coronavirus pandemic.

The election represents the latest challenge to
Abiy’s authority as he navigates a democratic tran-
sition hobbled by deep political and ethnic divi-
sions, and a low point in the bitter dispute between
the federal government in Addis Ababa and Tigray.
The region sharing a border with Eritrea and Sudan
dominated Ethiopian politics for nearly three
decades before anti-government protests swept
Abiy to power in 2018.

Ethiopia was supposed to hold national elections
in August, but the national poll body announced in
March they would need to be postponed because of
the pandemic. Tigrayan leaders rejected the exten-
sion of mandates - which would have expired in
October - contending Abiy will have no legitimacy

after that. Their decision to unilaterally hold their
own elections has clearly rankled federal officials,
who have said they have “no legal basis” and are
“null and void”. 

In the regional capital Mekele, some voters
struck a defiant note as they waited to cast ballots.
“We want the federal government to take a lesson
from this: They need to hold elections, too, so we
can work together to build the country,” said Hailay
Haileselassie, a 37-year-old who works for a con-
struction company. More than 600 candidates from
five parties are vying for 152 regional parliamentary
seats, and the parties will decide how to allocate the
remaining 38 seats at a later date, said election

commissioner Muluwork Kidanemariam. The heavy
favourite is the Tigray People’s Liberation Front
(TPLF), which led the armed struggle to topple the
brutal Derg regime in 1991 and went on to control
the ruling coalition that took over. Though the TPLF
has been sidelined under Abiy, it remains in com-
mand in Tigray, which makes up six percent of
Ethiopia’s population of 110 million. Hailu Kiros, 62,
was one of many wheelchair-bound TPLF veterans
who cast votes yesterday morning. “This is impor-
tant for me. We fought for this, so that elections
could be held every five years,” he said. 

The TPLF is facing off against four other parties,
one of which - the Tigray Independence Party - is
calling for Tigray to secede and form its own coun-
try. The campaign featured televised debates among
party leaders, and opposition politicians say they
have had good access to regional media. Yet some
opposition politicians have been harassed and
briefly detained by security forces in recent days
and pressured into dropping out, said Hayalu
Godefay, chairman of opposition party Salsay
Woyane Tigray. “When the election got closer, the
stance of the TPLF changed toward the opposition. I
think they didn’t expect such support for the oppo-
sition from the people,” Hayalu said.  It remains
unclear whether Tigray will face federal retaliation
for going ahead with the vote. Abiy, winner of last
year’s Nobel Peace Prize, has previous ruled out a
military intervention or budget cuts. In an interview
with state media Tuesday night, he resorted to
metaphor to issue a vague threat. — AFP

Navalny poisoning 
shatters Macron’s 
Russia reset dream
PARIS: The poisoning of Russian opposition figure
Alexei Navalny with the Novichok nerve agent has
dealt a blow to French President Emmanuel
Macron’s strategy of rapprochement with Russia,
which troubled some EU allies, analysts say. France
has throughout the crisis stood shoulder to shoulder
with its close partner Germany, where Navalny is
being treated after falling ill on a flight from Siberia
and which has told Moscow only a full investigation
can lift suspicions of a state-sponsored attack.

Analysts say Macron’s much-heralded outreach
to Russian counterpart President Vladimir Putin
had-despite some high-profile diplomacy-so far
failed to bring any concrete results. Paris-Moscow
dialogue is unlikely to be severed completely but
the dispute has already claimed its first casualty in
relations with the cancellation of a planned meeting
in Paris next week between the countries’ foreign
and defense ministers.

Next to go could be a trip by Macron to Moscow
that had been scheduled for the early autumn. “We
can continue to discuss, yes. But to continue this illu-
sion of rapprochement only weakens Europe and the
cohesion of the EU,” said Nicolas Tenzer, professor
at the Paris School of International Affairs. “I do not
see how this can continue in these conditions with-
out sending extremely disturbing signals to our
European allies,” he told AFP.

Macron, he added, should be careful not to harm
his credibility as a European leader after success-
fully spearheading a post-coronavirus economic
relaunch plan with Germany. “All this risks being
undermined by a position that no one would under-
stand towards Russia,” he warned. Putin and
Macron had agreed in telephone talks this summer
that the French president would visit, but this is now
under threat, a French diplomatic source said.
“Everything is possible,” the source added.

The crisis moved to a new level last week after
Germany announced that Navalny had been poi-
soned with Novichok, the same nerve agent used to
poison former agent Sergei Skripal in Britain in
2018, an attack the West blamed on Russian military
intelligence. “It is a chemical, military weapon, it is
the State that manufactures it. Moreover, it hap-
pened before. — AFP

Latest in
series of

detentions 
and expulsions

MEKELE: Women wait in line in order to enter a polling
station during Tigray’s regional elections in the city of
Mekele, Ethiopia yesterday. — AFP 

BERLIN: Overall view shows the main building of the Charite hospital in Berlin’s Mitte. Russian opposition
leader Alexei Navalny, who Germany says was poisoned by a weapons-grade Novichok nerve agent, is
now out of a medically induced coma and reacting to speech. — AFP 

Tighter socializing 
rules in England 
after virus spike
LONDON: The UK government yesterday set out
tighter rules on social gatherings to curb the spread
of the coronavirus, with concern mounting at rising
infection rates among the young. The law in England
will change from next week to reduce the number of
people who can gather socially from 30 to six, with
some exemptions.

A new public information campaign was also
launched to emphasize the importance of hand
washing, the use of face coverings and maintaining
social distancing. “We need to act now to stop the
virus spreading,” Prime Minister Boris Johnson said
in comments before an expected news conference
later. More than 41,500 people confirmed to have
coronavirus have died in Britain, the worst toll in
Europe.  The death rate has now fallen to its lowest
level since mid-March. But as in other parts of
Europe, cases are increasing, with almost 3,000
daily infections reported in recent days, and con-
cern the outbreak is slipping out of control.
Johnson’s office said medical and scientific advisers
had agreed that “urgent action is needed”, while
police had also asked for the rules to be simplified.
Current guidelines stipulate that people must not
socialize outside in a group of more than six people
from different households.

But the law actually puts that limit at 30 in pri-
vate spaces. From Monday, this will be reduced to
six, except for large families, weddings, funerals,
organised team sports, workplaces and education-
al settings. Health Secretary Matt Hancock told
Sky News television in an interview: “Abiding by
these rules is absolutely vital to protect life.
“We’ve seen the increase in the number of cases,
sadly, in the last few days. We’ve seen that across
Europe, there’s a second wave that many countries
have experienced.”

The UK government, which controls health poli-
cy in England, imposed tougher restrictions on
Bolton, near the northwest city of Manchester, after
a “very significant rise” in cases. Bolton was found
to have 120 cases per 100,000 people-the highest
in the country. — AFP

MINSK: Law enforcement officers detain participants of a rally to support detained opposition figure
Maria Kolesnikova in Minsk. — AFP 


