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Kuwait’s Deputy Amir receives 
Assembly Speaker, Prime Minister

Sheikh Nawaf receives call from Saudi Crown Prince 
KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and 
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah received at Bayan Palace yesterday 
National  Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem. He also received His Highness the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah.  

Meanwhile, His Highness the Deputy Amir and 
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah received a phone call Tuesday evening 
from Saudi Crown Prince, Deputy Premier, and 
Minister of Defense Mohammad bin Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Al-Saud, inquiring about the health of 
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. In his call, the Saudi Crown 
Prince also wished His Highness the Amir ever-
lasting health and wellbeing. His Highness the 
Deputy Amir thanked Prince Mohammad bin 

Salman for his call and sincere sentiments which 
embody the deeply-rooted and strong t ies 
between the two Gulf nations.  

In other news, His Highness the Deputy Amir 
and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable on Tuesday to the 
Emperor Naruhito of Japan, expressing his 

heartfe l t  condolences over the vict ims of 
Typhoon Haishen. The storm has hit regions 
south of the country, resulting in several casual-
ties and destruction to homes and public proper-
ty. His Highness Sheikh Nawaf also wished those 
injured a speedy recovery and hoped that the 
country be able to overcome the repercussions 

of this natural disaster. His Highness the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah sent  a  s imi lar  cable , whi le  Nat ional 
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem sent 
cables of condolences to his Japanese counter-
part Tadamori Oshima and President of the 
House of Councilors Akiko Santo.  — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem. — KUNA photos

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah meets with His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

Kuwait leadership 
sends condolences 
to Japan

KUWAIT: Ambassador of the 
European Union (EU) to the State 
of Kuwait Dr Cristian Tudor 
released a statement yesterday on 
the occasion of the sixth anniver-
sary of the recognition of humani-
tarian leadership of His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah by the UN. 

“On September 9, 2020 we 
mark the sixth anniversary of the 
recognition of humanitarian leader-
ship of His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah by then UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon. On this 
occasion, I would like to express 
sincere congratulations to His 
Highness the Amir, the Government 
and the people of Kuwait,” Tudor 
said. “Kuwait is a true center of 
humanitarian action. Under His 
Highness the Amir’s wise policy and 
guidance over the years, Kuwait 
has increased its support for multi-
lateral humanitarian action expo-
nentially. In the last decade, 
Kuwait’s leadership and funding 
has saved tens of thousands of lives 
worldwide.” 

“I am proud to note that the 
European Union is an active sup-
porter and a reliable partner in 
Kuwait’s humanitarian efforts,” the 
ambassador added. “Most notably, 
Kuwait and the EU have been sup-
porting international humanitarian 
efforts to help communities affect-
ed by the Syria crisis: Kuwait host-
ed the first pledging conferences 

for Syria and co-chaired ensuing 
pledging events with the EU, its 
Member States, the UN and other 
leading humanitarian actors. 
COVID-19 global response is again 
another example where the EU and 
Kuwait are working together. 
During the Global Coronavirus 
Response Conference organized on 
May 4, 2020 by the European 
Commission, Kuwait pledged $40 
million in addition to the $60 mil-
lion already pledged to WHO at the 
onset of the pandemic.”   

“The EU will continue to work 
with Kuwait to galvanize other 
international donors to support 
and participate in coordinated 
international actions in order to 
ensure that common global chal-
lenges are effectively addressed, 
leaving no-one behind,” 
Ambassador Tudor concluded.

Kuwait funding saved 
tens of thousands of 
lives worldwide: EU

Ambassador Dr Cristian Tudor

KUWAIT: Ambassador of Azerbaijan to 
Kuwait Elkhan Gahraman released a state-
ment yesterday, congratulating Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah and the State of Kuwait on the 
6th anniversary of being awarded the hon-
orary titles of ‘Humanitarian Leader’ and 
‘International Humanitarian Center” by the 
United Nations.  

“Under the leadership of His Highness 
the  Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah, the activities of the State of 
Kuwait to further improve the social welfare 
of its citizens, to further strengthen the 
image of the State of Kuwait in the interna-
tional arena are immeasurable.” 
Ambassador Gahraman said. “Kuwait’s suc-
cessful fight against the new COVID-19 

pandemic has been an example for many 
countries and has rightly been praised by 
the World Health Organization.” 

“Almighty Allah said in the Holy Quran: 
‘...And cooperate in righteousness and piety 
(charity), but do not cooperate in sin and 

aggression...’ (Surah Al-Maida, 2). The State 
of Kuwait has made great contributions not 
only to the Gulf region, but to the entire 
Islamic world and other parts of the world, 
to the restoration of peace and stability, to 
people suffering from war and natural dis-
asters, and to countries in need of develop-
ment,” Ambassador Gahraman noted. 

Furthermore, the envoy indicated that 
since gaining independence in 1991, the 
Republic of Azerbaijan has always had the 
close support of Kuwait. “This mutual sup-
port is reflected both in bilateral relations 
and continues today successfully within the 
framework of international organizations 
like as the UN, the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation, the Non-Aligned Movement 
and others,” he stated. “I wish the people 
and State of Kuwait prosperity and devel-
opment, and His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah a 
speedy recovery and return to his home-
land,” he concluded.

Azerbaijan Ambassador 
congratulates Amir

Ambassador Elkhan Gahraman

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad 
Al-Sabah expressed pleasure and praised 
on Tuesday the sixth anniversary of nam-
ing His Highness the Amir as a 
‘Humanitarian Leader’ and the State of 
Kuwait as a ‘Humanitarian center’ by the 
UN. The minister, in a press statement 
directed to His Highness the Amir, added 
that such recognition reflects Kuwait’s 
leading philanthropic status, and congrat-
ulated the Amir on the occasion. The min-
ister said that the honoring also reflects 
on the State of Kuwait’s relentless efforts 
during the exceptional circumstances due 
to the Coronavirus pandemic. The minis-
ter concluded by praying to Allah 

Almighty for a speedy recovery and 
return of His highness the Amir to the 
homeland.  

Meanwhile, Minister of Information 
and Minister of State for Youth Affairs 
Muhammad Al-Jabri recalled with pride 
the anniversary of honoring. “As we live 
this national occasion, we pray to Allah 
Almighty to bless His Highness the Amir 
and perpetuates his health, wellness and 
wishing the safe return of His Highness to 
his homeland and his people,” Jabri said 
in a press statement. “His Highness the 
Amir’s keenness to provide humanitarian 
initiatives and hosting many international 
humanitarian and relief conferences has 
made the State of Kuwait a pioneering 
leader in the field of humanitarian work.” 
Jabri said that in spite of the spread of 
the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) pan-
demic, Kuwait continued its humanitarian 
and relief role under the directives of the 
high political leadership to help in reduc-
ing the negative impacts of the pandemic 
on peoples and countries. 

In the meantime, Chairperson of Board 
of Trustees of Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-
Sabah Informatics Award Sheikha Aida 
Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah said Tuesday that 
Kuwait has played a leading humanitarian 
role worldwide, thanks to the efforts of His 
Highness the Amir. She expressed, in a 
press statement, her congratulations on 
the anniversary, which she said, reflects 
Kuwait’s leading philanthropic status. She 
added that His Highness the Amir’s distin-
guished role extended to all people of the 
world, and witnessed the humanitarian 
efforts, development initiatives and donor 
conferences, launched from Kuwait, which 
saved many afflicted people. She men-
tioned that Kuwait, being dubbed center 
for humanitarian action, is a result of its 
role in providing aid and assistance across 
continents, particularly during economic 
crises and natural disasters. Sheikha Aida 
also affirmed that Kuwait will always 
remain the source of goodness and gen-
erosity and wished a speedy recovery to 
His Highness the Amir. — KUNA

Foreign Minister 
praises Amir’s  
humanitarian role

Continued from Page 1 
 
close to 10 million barrels per day, Kuwait has 

slashed its own oil output by around 600,000 barrels 
per day, thus further denting revenues. 

The Assembly also approved the final accounts of 
the state for the 2018/2019 fiscal year. Actual spending 
reached KD 21.8 billion and revenues hit KD 20.5 billion, 
leaving an actual deficit of KD 1.3 billion. Speaker 
Marzouq Al-Ghanem said after the closed session that 
Finance Minister Barrak Al-Sheetan made a presenta-
tion on the financial status of the country and a number 
of recommendations were submitted. He provided no 
further details. 

MP Abdullah Al-Kandari said spending in 2011 was 

just KD 11 billion and rose to KD 21.5 billion in 2020, 
while it is expected to rise to KD 36 billion in 2030, “so 
how can we pay it?” MP Ahmad Al-Fadhl called for 
diversifying sources of income and reducing unneces-
sary spending, urging the prime minister to take the ini-
tiative to salvage the country’s finances. 

MP Osama Al-Shaheen said the expenditures of the 
Amiri Diwan have swelled to become equal to that of 
the ministry of Islamic Affairs and must be checked and 
monitored. He said he is not talking about HH the 
Amir’s allocations. MPs also warned that the deficit 
was expected to continue to rise and is estimated to 
reach KD 64 billion in the next five years. MP Ali Al-
Deqbasi said that a large portion of expenditures 
under the coronavirus crisis was unnecessary and sim-
ply squandered. 

The Assembly also agreed to issue a statement 
condemning the burning of the Holy Quran by some 
groups in Sweden. The Assembly will meet today in a 
special session to vote on two no-confidence motions 
against the ministers of interior and education.

Assembly approves 
budget, discusses...
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Sri Lanka was taking precautionary measures 

should the slick reach its shores around 70 km away, 
Ranasinghe said. “At the moment, there is no danger 
of the diesel reaching our coasts,” he told AFP. “But, 
should the worst happen, we are ready to deal with 
that.” The diesel is thought to have seeped out when 

the ship’s fuel storage tanks ruptured and mixed with 
seawater used to douse the flames.  

The major fire was thought to have been complete-
ly doused on Sunday, but reignited a day later as 
heavy winds lashed the extremely hot surfaces of the 
stern. Strong winds also pushed the crippled vessel 
about 20 km closer to Sri Lanka’s eastern shores on 
Tuesday, but it has now been towed further out, the 
Sri Lanka navy said. The ICG said it provided 2,200 
kilos of dry chemical powder to the Sri Lankan air 
force to drop on the burning tanker on Tuesday as a 
fire retardant. The blaze had weakened the structure 
of the 330-m tanker and the vessel was listing slightly 
to port, the ICG said. — AFP 

Diesel leaks  
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countries rose more than three-fold between April and 

July compared with the same period last year, says the 
Business and Human Rights Resource Centre, which advo-
cates for human rights in business. 

Bhoomaiah Motapalkula, 38, who worked as an office 
messenger, had not been paid his full salary since April 
2019 when he had to return to India. Now home, he is talk-
ing to lawyers about getting the AED 25,000 ($6,800) he 
says his employer in Dubai owes him. “I trusted my 
employer each time he reassured me about my wages and 
handed me a little money to meet my needs,” he told the 
Thomson Reuters Foundation. “I came home with nothing.” 

In Bangladesh, returning migrants have on an average 
lost about 175,000 taka ($2,000), according to a study 
by the Refugee and Migratory Movements Research 
Unit. The charity, which based its figures on interviews 
with about 50 migrants, found most of the losses were 
unpaid wages.  

Many workers have also lost out on the end-of-service 
benefits that they typically receive in the Gulf, said 
Ryszard Cholewinski, senior migration specialist for Arab 
states with the International Labor Organization (ILO). 
“Workers that have been affected by the crisis and have 
lost their employment are leaving without payment of 
those contractual end of year benefits,” he said. “If you’ve 
been working in the Gulf for say 15 years, that’s a substan-
tial sum.” 

S Irudaya Rajan, a professor with the Centre for 
Development Studies, estimates up to 1 million South 

Asian migrant workers have headed home since April and 
expects many more will do so in the coming months as 
job losses mount. In 2017, the Gulf region was home to 23 
million migrant workers, most of them Asians, according 
to the ILO. 

A petition filed in an Indian court by Lawyers Beyond 
Borders, a network of legal experts, said employers were 
taking advantage of mass repatriation programs to repa-
triate workers who had not been paid their dues. They 
sought legal remedy from the Indian government for all 
workers, asking for the claims and grievances of all repa-
triated Indian migrants to be documented. 

India said there were existing mechanisms to help 
migrants, including online complaint portals and legal aid 
at embassies, and on Monday the court asked workers to 
make use of these, calling for proper documentation and 
follow-up of complaints. But Kochery believes individual 
workers cannot fight alone. Instead, cases “have to be tak-
en up collectively because workers have just one year to 
file these cases,” he said, citing labor laws that give work-
ers up to 12 months. 

The Qatar government said its Wage Protection 
System obliges employers to pay all outstanding dues to 
employees who have left and are unable to return during 
the pandemic. Workers who have left the country can sub-
mit and follow up complaints electronically on the labor 
ministry’s website, it said in a statement, adding the min-
istry had resolved 91 percent of complaints lodged 
between March and August. Companies that violate the 
Wage Protection System face penalties including one 
month imprisonment, up to QAR 6,000 ($1,648) in fines, 
and a ban on issuing new work permits. 

Neither Oman nor the United Arab Emirates respond-
ed to requests for comment. The Saudi government said 
workers can log violations through its online dispute set-
tlement platform or, if that fails, take their case to a labor 
court. — Reuters  

Returnees from 
Gulf seek justice...


