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News in brief

Assembly approves budget, 
discusses financial situation

MPs warn budget deficit could hit KD 64 billion in 5 years 
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The National Assembly 
yesterday approved the 2020/2021 
state budget after a brief debate after 
the house held a closed session to 
discuss the financial status of the 
country, which centers mainly on the 
sovereign wealth fund, estimated to 
hold assets worth $533 billion. Thirty-
two MPs voted for the budget while 
as many as 19 members opposed it 
amid calls for wider and deeper 
reforms, halting squandering of public 
funds and diversifying the sources of 
income away from oil. 

The budget projects a deficit of 
KD 14 billion, which MP Saleh Ashour 
said was the largest in a decade. It 
estimates revenues at KD 7.5 billion 

and spending at KD 21.5 billion, after 
reducing expenditures by KD 945 
million. Ashour blamed what he 
described as the government’s incom-
petence for causing part of the deficit, 
saying the government contributed to 
a rise in spending and drop in non-oil 
revenues. 

Head of the budgets committee MP 
Adnan Abdulsamad told the Assembly 
on Tuesday that oil income, which 
makes up the majority of public rev-
enues, was calculated on the basis of 
$30 a barrel, while oil prices currently 
hover around $40 a barrel. Oil income 
in the budget was estimated at KD 5.6 
billion and non-oil revenues at KD 1.9 
billion. In addition, as part of the 
OPEC+ deal to cut production by  
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KUWAIT: Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem is seen during a session of the National 
Assembly yesterday. — KUNA 

By Ben Garcia 
 
KUWAIT: The Friday Market in Rai will finally 
reopen today after it was closed almost six 
months ago to prevent the spread of the novel 
coronavirus. Officials at the market said they 
will strictly observe the health ministry’s direc-
tives. The Friday Market initially reopened on 
July 9, but the Municipality sealed it later in the 
evening due to crowding and lack of social dis-
tancing.  

On March 13, the Municipality closed the 
market as a precautionary measure to stop the 
spread of COVID-19. The reopening of the mar-
ket today means new measures have been taken 
to prevent overcrowding. The Friday Market is 
very popular among people looking for used 
items and cheap goods. 

Friday Market  
reopens today

US cuts troops in Iraq  
 
WASHINGTON: The Pentagon will slash the 
level of US troops in Iraq to 3,000 this month, a 
senior general said yesterday, as President 
Donald Trump seeks to honor a pledge to with-
draw from foreign conflicts. “In consultation and 
coordination with the government of Iraq and 
our coalition partners, the United States has 
decided to reduce our troop presence in Iraq 
from about 5,200 to 3,000 troops during the 
month of September,” said General Kenneth 
McKenzie, the head of the US military’s Central 
Command.  — AFP 

Israel-UAE accord on Sept 15  
 
WASHINGTON: Israel and the UAE will sign a 
US-brokered agreement normalizing their rela-
tions at the White House on Sept 15, a US official 
said Tuesday. “President Trump will host a his-
toric signing ceremony of the Abraham Accords 
on September 15 at the White House,” a senior 
White House official said. Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu is “likely” to lead the con-
tingent from the Jewish state, while Emirati 
Foreign Minister Abdullah bin Zayed will lead the 
UAE delegation, the official added. — AFP 

Jordan reopens main airport  
 
AMMAN: Flights resumed Tuesday at Jordan’s 
main airport after a near six-month shutdown to 
stem cases of the novel coronavirus. A Fly 
Jordan plane carrying 141 passengers from 
Istanbul landed at Queen Alia Airport near 
Amman on Tuesday evening. Thermal tempera-
ture scanners and other testing equipment have 
been installed at the airport. Depending on 
where they are arriving from, some passengers 
will have to go into quarantine.  — AFP 

Iran launches new centrifuges 
 
TEHRAN: Iran’s nuclear body said Tuesday it 
had launched a new “advanced centrifuges” 
facility to replace one badly damaged by “sabo-
tage” at its main Natanz nuclear fuel plant in July. 
“It was decided to create a more modern, larger 
and more improved station in the heart of the 
mountains around Natanz, and the implementa-
tion of this project has started,” Ali Akbar Salehi, 
the head of Iran’s atomic agency said. — AFP  

This handout picture taken yesterday shows the Panamanian-registered oil 
tanker New Diamond in the Indian Ocean off Sri Lanka’s eastern coast. — AFP 

COLOMBO: A blaze on a stricken oil 
tanker off Sri Lanka was finally extin-
guished yesterday, authorities said, but 
while no crude has escaped the cargo, 
diesel leaking from the ship’s engine 
raised fears for the environment. 

Sri Lanka’s air force said the week-
long fire had damaged much of the 
Panamanian-registered New 
Diamond’s super structure, as well as 
the engine room and living quarters. 

The tanker was travelling from 
Kuwait to the Indian port of Paradip 

carrying crude for the Indian Oil 
Company. While the cargo of 270,000 
tons of crude oil was unaffected, some 
of the 1,700 tons of diesel fuel had 
leaked into the Indian Ocean, creating 
a half-mile slick visible from the air. 
“We have observed no smoke or 
flames from the tanker since this 
morning,” air force spokesman Dushan 
Wijesinghe told AFP. “But tugboats 
are spraying water to cool the vessel.” 

Sri Lanka’s disaster management 
chief Sudantha Ranasinghe said the 
Indian Coast Guard (ICG) was spray-
ing chemicals to disperse the diesel 
spill. Officials said they hoped experts 
flown in by the Dutch salvage compa-
ny SMIT would be able to board the 
tanker later yesterday or today to car-
ry out an assessment.  
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Diesel leaks  
from tanker  
off Lanka

CHENNAI/DHAKA/AMMAN: Nizar Kochery 
has been fighting for migrant workers’ rights in the 
courts for decades, but he has never felt so over-
whelmed. As the coronavirus pandemic forced tens 
of thousands of South Asian migrants to leave the 
Gulf countries where they worked, the Doha-based 
lawyer was flooded with calls about unpaid wages 
and job losses. 

“Non-payment of wages or benefits has always 
plagued migrant workers in Gulf countries,” said 
Kochery, who specializes in labor law and advises 
many embassies in Qatar. “But during COVID, the 
impact is being felt 100 times more. People left in 
fear, in a hurry, and most did not have time to col-
lect pending wages or benefits as they boarded 
special flights to return home. Now they are count-
ing their losses.” 

South Asians have for years travelled to wealthier 
Gulf countries for employment, mostly as domestic 
workers or in the construction and hospitality sec-
tors. One migrant worker often supports many rela-
tives and can earn far more than they would make in 
the same job at home. But their migrant status 
makes it much harder for them to seek justice when 
things go wrong - as they have for large numbers in 
recent months as the pandemic has closed borders 
and devastated economies. 

Even before the pandemic, unions and lawyers 
like Kochery say, the system for dealing with such 
cases was lacking. Now, they say, there is a desper-
ate need for an overhaul to cope with the challenges 
that come with the large-scale return of migrants. 
The number of wage theft cases reported from Gulf  
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Returnees from 
Gulf seek justice  
over unpaid wages

MUMBAI: The demise of a young movie star has 
transfixed India like no other news in a year of bad 
headlines. The abrupt death of Sushant Singh Rajput 
has spurred a debate about the stigma of mental 
health, the rarefied insider world of Bollywood, and, 
more recently, condemnation of the media for the non-
stop coverage of the dueling accusations between 
Rajput’s family and his girlfriend. 

Mumbai police initially reported Rajput’s death as 
accidental and local media called it a suicide. But the 
federal police agency is now investigating if there was 
any foul play and is questioning Rajput’s girlfriend, 
Rhea Chakraborty, and others. On Tuesday, 
Chakraborty was arrested by India’s narcotics depart-
ment, which is investigating a drugs case linked to the 
probe of Rajput’s death. She denies any wrongdoing 
and her lawyer, Satish Maneshinde, called the arrest “a 
travesty of justice”. Police have also detained others in 
connection with the case including Chakraborty’s 
brother and a member of Rajput’s house staff. 

Along the way, the story has become a media 
obsession in India, fed by a wave of TV coverage still 
swelling almost three months after Rajput, 34, was 
found dead in his Mumbai apartment. In recent weeks, 
India’s TV channels have given more airtime to the 
Rajput case than India’s surging COVID-19 caseload, 
a plane crash and top political stories, according to the 
Broadcast Audience Research Council. 

India’s boisterous TV networks, which include more 
than 350 news channels in English and several local 
languages, have flashed photos of Rajput’s body, ana-
lyzed his medical prescriptions, even used voodoo 
dolls and graphics of a skull to hype allegations that 

“black magic” was performed on the actor. The federal 
police, the High Court in Mumbai, and the government 
watchdog Press Council of India have all criticized 
coverage of the investigation. 

“I spent 21 years in television and I’ve never seen a 
race to the bottom this bad,” said Nidhi Razdan, who 
recently left Indian news network NDTV to teach 
journalism. “It is a media trial. What else is it?” she 
said. “I haven’t seen this kind of viciousness in cover-
age before.” 

Before his June 14 death, Rajput, most famous for 
portraying India’s cricket captain in a biopic, and his 
girlfriend were more likely to be depicted as a down-
to-earth - if Bollywood-beautiful - couple, cuddling 
tousled-haired at home or sitting playfully in jeans on 
a rundown park bench. 

Chakraborty, 28, was regularly hounded by 
reporters when she appeared in public, with news 
commentators opining on her innocence or guilt. 
Rajput’s family claims she poisoned him, used black 
magic and is responsible for his death. “There has been 
a conspiracy to break me and my family and my spirit,” 
Chakraborty said in an interview with television anchor 
Rajdeep Sardesai in late August. —Agencies   

Actor’s death  
grips India with  
news frenzy

MUMBAI: Bollywood actress Rhea Chakraborty is 
arrested by the Narcotics Control Bureau in connec-
tion with late actor Sushant Singh Rajput’s death 
case on Tuesday. -— AFP  


