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NEW YORK: Novak Djokovic was dramatically
disqualified from the US Open on Sunday after
accidentally striking a female lines judge with a
ball in frustration during his last-16 match, send-
ing shock waves through the tournament. The
world number one apologized for hitting the ball
in disgust after losing his serve to go 6-5 down in
the first set to Spain’s 20th seed Pablo Carreno
Busta inside Arthur Ashe Stadium. Djokovic ap-
peared to be looking the other way when he
pulled the ball from his pocket and smacked it in
the direction of the official, it hitting her full toss
in the throat.

The official cried out and began gasping for air
as she collapsed to the ground. Djokovic rushed
over to check on her, placing his hand on her back
as she struggled to breathe. After a few minutes
she got up and walked off the court looking
dazed. Around ten minutes of discussions then en-
sued between Djokovic and the tournament ref-

eree Soeren Friemel, during which the world num-
ber one pleaded his case. The umpire then de-
clared that Carreno Busta had won by default.
Djokovic shook hands with his opponent before
leaving the court without appearing to shake the
umpire’s hand.

‘So wrong’ 
He went then directly to his car and left the

Flushing Meadows site in New York without
speaking to reporters. Djokovic, 33, later posted
an apology on Instagram saying he was “so
sorry.” “This whole situation has left me really sad
and empty,” he wrote, adding that “thank God”
the woman was okay. “I’m extremely sorry to have
caused her such stress. So unintended. So wrong,”
Djokovic said.

He also apologized to tournament organizers
for “my behavior” but did not say whether he
thought they were right to default him. The United

States Tennis Association said Djokovic had been
defaulted under the Grand Slam rules for “inten-
tionally hitting a ball dangerously or recklessly
within the court or hitting a ball with negligent
disregard of the consequences.” The body added
that he would lose all ranking points and prize
money from the tournament. Referee Friemel said
Djokovic told him he should not be defaulted be-
cause it was unintentional.

Friemel said he agreed there was no intent but
that it was a clear-cut case of Djokovic hitting the
ball “angrily and recklessly.” “She was clearly hurt
and in pain. There was no other option,” he told re-
porters. The Serbian star is one of only a handful of
players to be disqualified from a men’s singles tour-
nament at a Grand Slam since John McEnroe was
infamously tossed from the Australian Open in 1990.
Djokovic had been chasing an 18th Grand Slam title
at the Billie Jean King US National Tennis Center.

He was hoping to close the gap on Roger Fed-

erer and Rafael Nadal, both absent from the tour-
nament, in the race for the all-time men’s Slam sin-
gles title record. Djokovic is on 17, with Nadal on
19 and Federer on 20. Carreno Busta said he did
not see the incident. “I was celebrating the break
with my coach,” he told reporters. “When I heard
that the line judge was on the floor I was in shock.
I never expected this moment when playing
Novak. “I think it was bad luck,” he added. Former
players reacted with shock at the disqualification
but said officials had made the correct decision.

“Right call!” former women’s world number one
Tracy Austin wrote on Twitter. Four-time US Open
champion Martina Navratilova said officials “had
no choice” but to default Djokovic. Former British
number one Greg Rusedski described the disqual-
ification as “unbelievable” but said officials had
made the “correct decision.” A USTA spokesper-
son said the line judge was “doing okay” after re-
ceiving treatment from medical staff.—AFP 

‘So sorry’ Djokovic disqualified 
NEW YORK: Novak Djokovic of Serbia tends to a line judge who was hit with the ball during his Men’s Singles fourth round match against Pablo Carreno Busta of Spain on Day Seven of the 2020 US Open on September 6, 2020. — AFP 

Novak Djokovic accidentally hit a judge with a ball in frustration

MIAMI: Khris Middleton starred as the Milwaukee
Bucks, their backs against the wall and star Giannis An-
tetokounmpo injured, beat the Miami Heat 118-115 in
overtime on Sunday to stay alive in the NBA playoffs.
With reigning NBA Most Valuable Player Antetokoun-
mpo ruled out after aggravating his sprained right ankle
in the first half, Middleton stepped up to score 36 points
— including nine of the Bucks’ 11 in overtime.

A Middleton three-pointer put Milwaukee up 116-112
with 6.9 seconds left in the extra session. Miami rookie
Tyler Herro drained a three-pointer to close the gap be-
fore Middleton made two free throws to seal the win.
Milwaukee, the Eastern Conference top seeds after
posting the league’s best regular-season record,
trimmed the deficit in the best-of-seven East semi-final
to 3-1.

In Western Conference action, Anthony Davis scored
36 points and grabbed 10 rebounds and LeBron James
added 28 points, 11 rebounds and nine assists as the Los
Angeles Lakers beat the Houston Rockets 117-109 to
level their series at 1-1. Milwaukee still have a mountain
to climb as they try to become the first NBA team to

rally from an 0-3 deficit to win a series.  “We all fought,”
said Middleton, who led six Bucks players who scored
in double-figures in the must-win game.

“Especially with Giannis going down the way he did.
He came out and tried to fight for us with a bad ankle.
We wanted to have his back and just fight for him and
fight for everybody.” Antetokounmpo had rolled his
right ankle in the Bucks’ game-three defeat and twisted
it again and went down hard in the second quarter. He
stayed in the game and shot two free throws, making
one, before limping to the locker room, clearly emo-
tional as he was assisted by team personnel.

“Giannis put it all out there for us,” said Milwau-
kee’s Eric Bledsoe, who scored 14 points and pulled
down 10 rebounds. “We wanted to come out and get
this win by taking it one play, one possession at a
time.” Heat forward Jimmy Butler said Antetokoun-
mpo’s exit affected Miami, too. “I think that we relaxed
a little bit,” said Butler, who scored 17 points. Bam
Adebayo led the Heat with 26 points, 12 rebounds and
eight assists. It wasn’t clear if Antetokounmpo will be
available when the Bucks again try to fend off elimi-
nation in game five on today.

Middleton came through in his absence, scoring 21
points in the third quarter to send the Bucks into the
final frame trailing by three. Middleton was 0-for-6 in
the fourth, but Brook Lopez poured in 10 of his 14 for
the Bucks. After Herro put the Heat up 107-106 with a
three-pointer Milwaukee’s Donte DiVicenzo drained
one of two free throws to force overtime.—AFP

FLORIDA: Tyler Herro #14 of the Miami Heat and Gi-
annis Antetokounmpo #34 of the Milwaukee Bucks
go up for a jump ball during the second quarter in
Game Four of the Eastern Conference Second Round
on September 06, 2020. — AFP 

MONZA: Pierre Gasly secured a maiden Formula One
triumph on Sunday when he won a tumultuous Italian
Grand Prix for the Alpha Tauri team after crashes, penal-
ties and safety cars had tipped expectations upside
down at Monza. The first French race winner in 24 years
seized his opportunity and resisted late pressure from
Carlos Sainz of McLaren to claim his team’s second vic-
tory with Lance Stroll finishing third for Racing Point. “It
was such a crazy race,” said Gasly. 

It was the Alpha Tauri outfit’s second win on Italian
soil - the first having been scored for them when they
raced as Toro Rosso by Sebastian Vettel, his maiden F1
win in a rain-hit race in 2008. Pole sitter Lewis Hamilton
was on his way to a comfortable win before a 10-second
stop-go penalty for taking a pit stop when the pit lane
was closed, pushed the Mercedes world champion to the
back of the pack. The six-time champion eventually
ended up in seventh place.

Gasly, who was dropped by Red Bull to rejoin the
junior sister team last year, jumped for joy as he leapt
from his car, was the first French driver to win a Grand
Prix since Olivier Panis was triumphant at the 1996
Monaco Grand Prix. “Honestly, it’s unbelievable,” said
the 24-year-old from Rouen.—AFP 

Gasly wins ‘crazy’ 
Italian Grand Prix 

Bucks lose Giannis but 
stay alive; Lakers pull 
level with Rockets


