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News in brief

Warholm eyes 400m record 

PRAGUE: Karsten Warholm is looking to break the
400m hurdles world record at the Czech Golden
Spike meeting today, two weeks after trailing the
three decades old mark by just 0.09sec. On August
23, the 24-year-old Norwegian ran 46.87 seconds at
the Diamond League in Stockholm, setting a new Eu-
ropean record. It was the second fastest time in his-
tory after Kevin Young’s 46.78 seconds from the
Barcelona Olympics in 1992. Warholm was a late ad-
dition to the start list for the Golden Spike meeting
in the eastern Czech steel hub of Ostrava as the or-
ganizers only confirmed his name last Wednesday.
“We are very serious about the Covid-19 precau-
tions, so that has been an important issue,” said
Warholm. “It has been exactly two years since I was
there last time for the Continental Cup, but at the
Golden Spike I will run for the first time. I look for-
ward to seeing you all again,” he added. —AFP 

Curling: Kuwait wins membership

KUWAIT: Kuwait Winter Games Club announced on
Sunday that it has obtained the World Curling Fed-
eration (WCF) membership, which is one of the five
games it supervises. Speaking to KUNA, chairman of
the club Fuhaid Al-Ajmi said “this is a new achieve-
ment made following the participation in a meeting
of the WCF General Assembly congress on Sunday”.
Kuwait will take part in the WCF next meeting due
in Russia in September 2021, and this will be a big
additional to Kuwait youth, he added, lauding the
committee, led by Mishal Al-Ajmi, that was tasked
with developing the club. Kuwait’s membership of
WCF is a new step to promote the Winter Games lo-
cally, he said, noting that the club will seek to join the
International Skating Union after having membership
in four international federations of the Games includ-
ing ice hockey, speed on ice and curling.—KUNA

MLB legend Brock dies at 81

WASHINGTON: St Louis Cardinals legend Lou
Brock, second on Major League Baseball’s all-time
stolen base list and elected to the Baseball Hall of
Fame in 1985, died Sunday. He was 81. The Chicago
Cubs, with whom Brock began his 19-year major
league career in 1961, announced his passing, but it
was with the Cardinals, who Brock joined in a 1964
trade, where he became a star. Brock was a member
of World Series champion Cardinals squads in 1964
and 1967 and the club has retired his No 20 jersey.
Brock retired in 1979 with 938 career stolen bases,
which was the all-time record until it was overtaken
by Rickey Henderson, who finished with 1,406. He set
a single-season stolen base mark of 114 in 1974 and
took over the career MLB lead in 1977. —AFP 

Wild’s Dumba wins NHL award 

NEW YORK: Minnesota Wild defenseman Matt
Dumba won the National Hockey League’s King
Clancy Trophy for leadership and humanitarian service
on Sunday for his work opposing racism and promot-
ing social justice. The 26-year-old Canadian helped
form the Hockey Diversity Alliance with other current
and former Black NHL players with a mission to “erad-
icate racism and intolerance in hockey.” Dumba
launched fundraising efforts following the death of
George Floyd, a Black man who died May 25 while in
the custody of Minneapolis police, to support rebuild-
ing area businesses damaged during riots and
protests. “When the passing of George Floyd hap-
pened months ago, I took to my social media to deal
with it,” Dumba said. “I knew I could step up and be a
bigger leader to my community. “This is just the start.
We’re going to do some awesome things.”—AFP 

SOUTHAMPTON: Jos Buttler made a dashing 77 not
out as England beat Australia by six wickets for a se-
ries-clinching win in the second Twenty20 interna-
tional at Southampton on Sunday. Victory saw
England take an unbeatable 2-0 lead in a three-match
contest and they will replace Australia at the top of
the global T20 standings with another win at
Southampton on Tuesday. England, set 158 to win,
finished on 158-4 with seven balls to spare.

They needed 18 off the last two overs. Australia
had failed to score 19 off two overs in a dramatic two-
run defeat in the first game on Friday. But England got
there in five balls from Adam Zampa, with Moeen Ali
hitting a six and a four off successive deliveries from
the leg-spinner. Buttler finished the match with a huge
straight six off Zampa. Buttler faced just 54 balls, in-
cluding eight fours and two sixes, for his highest score
in a T20 international, surpassing 73 not out against
Sri Lanka at Southampton four years ago.

‘Pretty comprehensive’ 
Victory was set up by England’s bowlers, who held

Australia to a modest 157-7 after the tourists had won
the toss. “Pretty comprehensive, I can’t really fault
many facets of the game today,” England captain Eoin
Morgan told Sky Sports after the match. “We put in
a better bowling performance; we asked the guys to
stand up in the first six overs and they did. “Having a
world-class player like Buttler, in form as he is, makes
that chase a lot easier.” Australia captain Aaron Finch
acknowledged the quality of opener Buttler’s innings,

saying: “When you fail to get one of the opposition
openers out, who is a great player, that is always
going to be tough.”

Finch added: “We were probably a few runs short
of where we needed to be, but I felt if we could match
their powerplay with ours with the ball, we’d be in
with a shot but we didn’t take enough wickets in that
period.” Jofra Archer had David Warner caught be-
hind for a third-ball duck and Australia were 89-5
with seven overs left before a late-order rally gave
them a glimmer of hope. This series was meant to act
as a warm-up for October’s T20 World Cup in Aus-
tralia.

But that tournament will not take place because
of Covid-19, with the next T20 World Cup set for
India in 2021.

England lost Jonny Bairstow, Buttler’s opening
partner, early in their chase. Swinging round from a
pull off Mitchell Starc, Bairstow knocked over his
stumps and was out hit wicket for 19. But Buttler,
well-supported by Dawid Malan (42) in a second-
wicket stand of 87, manipulated the field in style. He
drove paceman Kane Richardson for six and skilfully
reverse-swept Ashton Agar’s left-arm spin for four.
England, who have struggled for powerplay wickets,
made a sensational start after losing the toss when
fast bowler Archer, topping 90 mph in his first over,
had the dangerous Warner caught behind for nought.

Warner reviewed immediately but replays con-
firmed he had gloved the ball and Australia were
nought for one. Australia were 3-2 in the second over,

after left-hander Alex Carey, promoted to number
three in place of star batsman Steve Smith, gave him-
self room to drive but only edged Mark Wood, like
Archer a 50-over World Cup winning fast bowler, to

wicketkeeper Buttler. Smith pulled Tom Curran for six
but he was run out for 10 by England captain Eoin
Morgan’s underarm direct hit from midwicket with
just one stump to aim at.—AFP 

Buttler stars as England clinch 
Australia Twenty 20 series win

England take an unbeatable 2-0 lead

SOUTHAMPTON: Australia’s Marcus Stoinis (right) hits a six as England’s Jos Buttler keeps wicket during the
international Twenty20 cricket match between England and Australia at the Ageas Bowl in Southampton on
September 6, 2020. —AFP 

MADRID: Ansu Fati became the youngest goalscorer in
the history of the Spanish national team on Sunday by
scoring in Spain’s 4-0 win over Ukraine. Aged 17 years
and 311 days, Fati scored in the 32nd minute at the Al-
fredo di Stefano Stadium, when he cut in from the left
and curled into the bottom corner.

It came after a spell-binding opening half an hour
from the youngster, whose driving run had already
earned a penalty for Sergio Ramos to convert. Ramos
then headed in to make it two before Fati made history
on his first start for Spain, beating the country’s previ-
ous youngest scorer, Juan Errazquin, who scored three
goals aged 18 against Switzerland in 1925. Manchester
City’s new signing Ferran Torres made it four late on as
Spain registered their first victory in this season’s Na-
tions League to go top of League A’s Group 4. 

Luis Enrique’s side had opened with a 1-1 draw on
Thursday against Germany, whose second game ended
in another 1-1 draw away at Switzerland. Fati impressed
off the bench against Germany, enough to be handed
his first start by Luis Enrique on the left of Spain’s front
three. He took his chance by putting on a mesmerizing
display, the only shame that there were no fans in the
stadium to see it. “At that age it’s easy to get birds in

your head,” said Luis Enrique afterwards. “But he is ma-
ture enough to know that the path he is taking is the
best to take as a player. He’s quiet and humble.”

Fati is now the youngest player to score for Spain,
for Barca in La Liga and the youngest to score in the
Champions League as well. “When we choose the
squad, we don’t look at the age,” Luis Enrique added.
“That doesn’t mean you don’t have to understand that
he’s going to play bad games and he’s going to make
lots of mistakes. It’s part of learning but that kind of
confidence isn’t normal.”  Born in Guinea-Bissau, Fati
and his family moved to Seville when he was a young
boy. He joined Barcelona’s La Masia academy aged 10
and made his first team debut at the start of last season,
becoming the second youngest player ever to play for
the club.

He became the their youngest ever scorer in La Liga
after scoring off the bench versus Osasuna and then
scored on his first start for the Catalans too, against Va-
lencia in September, aged 16. The next day, Barcelona
newspaper Mundo Deportivo wrote “A star is born” and
he continued breaking records by hitting the winner
against Inter Milan in the Champions League in Decem-
ber. Fati was expected to be given his debut for Spain
earlier this year but he had to wait as fixtures were
postponed due to the coronavirus pandemic.  

Ukraine never got to grips with the winger, who won
a penalty in the third minute, converted by Ramos, and
then almost scored with a bicycle kick. He fired wide of
the far post after another darting dribble down the left

and after Ramos headed in, he finally scored, cutting in
from the left and ripping the ball into the far bottom
corner. Spain eased up in the second half but there was
still time for a fourth, Torres finishing well at the back
post to cap a memorable night. — AFP 

Fati makes history as 
Spain thump Ukraine

MADRID: Spain’s defender Sergio Reguilon (right)
challenges Ukraine’s midfielder Ruslan
Malinovskiy during the UEFA Nations League A
group 4 football match between Spain and
Ukraine on September 6, 2020. — AFP 

SYDNEY: Tokyo’s postponed Olympics will go
ahead next year regardless of the coronavirus pan-
demic, IOC vice president John Coates said yester-
day, vowing they will be the “Games that conquered
Covid”. The Olympics have never been cancelled
outside of the world wars and Coates, speaking in a
phone interview, was adamant that the Tokyo Games
will start on their revised date.

“It will take place with or without Covid. The
Games will start on July 23 next year,” said Coates,
who heads the International Olympic Committee’s
Coordination Commission for the Tokyo Games. “The
Games were going to be, their theme, the Recon-
struction Games after the devastation of the
tsunami,” he said, referring to a catastrophic earth-
quake and tsunami in northeastern Japan in 2011.
“Now very much these will be the Games that con-
quered Covid, the light at the end of the tunnel.”

In a landmark decision, the 2020 Olympics were
postponed because of the global march of the pan-
demic and they are now set to open on July 23, 2021.
But Japan’s borders are still largely closed to foreign
visitors and a vaccine is months or even years away,
feeding speculation about whether the Games are
feasible at all. Japanese officials have made clear
they would not delay them a second time beyond
2021. There are signs that public enthusiasm in Japan
is waning after a recent poll found just one in four
Japanese want them to go ahead next year, with
most backing either another postponement or a
cancellation.

Coates said the Japanese government “haven’t
dropped the baton at all” following the postpone-
ment, despite the “monumental task” of putting the
event back a year. “Before Covid, (IOC president)
Thomas Bach said this is the best prepared Games
we’ve ever seen, the venues were almost all finished,
they are now finished, the village is amazing, all the
transport arrangements, everything is fine,” he said.
“Now it’s been postponed by one year, that’s pre-
sented a monumental task in terms of re-securing all
the venues... something like 43 hotels we had to get
out of those contracts and re-negotiate for a year
later. “Sponsorships had to be extended a year,
broadcast rights.”—AFP

LOS ANGELES: Anton Khudobin made 25 saves for his
first NHL playoffs shutout and an efficient Dallas Stars
team beat the top-seeded Vegas Golden Knights 1-0 in
game one of the Western Conference final on Sunday.
John Klingberg scored for third-seeded Dallas at 2:36
of the first period in the NHL’s quarantine hub in Edmon-
ton, Canada. The Stars were effective in the neutral zone,
preventing Vegas from generating offense on the rush.

In their own zone they were dominant, keeping the
net-front clear and giving Khudobin plenty of room to
see pucks. “Mostly happy with the win,” Khudobin said.
“(The shutout is) a bonus I would say. Even if we win 2-
1 or 3-2, doesn’t matter. For me, the win is the most im-
portant.” Dallas was also a perfect four for four on the
penalty kill. “We came out of the gates strong,” Stars
coach Rick Bowness said. “I know we only scored one
goal, (but) we had lots of opportunities tonight and
Fleury was outstanding for them as Khudobin was for us.

“That’s Dallas Stars hockey.” Klingberg converted on
Dallas’ first shot of the game, from the high slot after

captain Jamie Benn’s initial attempt was blocked by
Vegas defenseman Zach Whitecloud. “We knew the start
of the game was going to be important tonight and I
thought our team came out with a good effort,” Benn
said. “We played on our toes tonight and found a way to
get one early there, and I thought (Khudobin) made a lot
of great saves, especially in the third period.

“We found a way to squeak it out.” In the second pe-
riod, the Stars allowed just four shots on goal, and it was
just goalie Marc-Andre Fleur’s 24 saves that kept the
Golden Knights within striking distance. Fleury was
making his fourth start this post-season and first since
he made 28 saves in a 5-3 win against the Vancouver
Canucks in Game 4 of the second round. Robin Lehner,
who started Vegas’ other 12 post-season games, has
three shutouts in his past six games, including a 3-0 win
against the Canucks in game seven on Friday.

“I thought (Fleury) gave us the best chance to win
tonight. He was fresh,” Golden Knights coach Peter De-
Boer said. “He’s played well against Dallas and he gave
us a great game. I thought he was our best player. He
gave us a chance to hang around when we didn’t deserve
to be in the game early.” Vegas will try to even the best-
of-seven series in game two today. Klingberg says the
Stars still have room to improve. “We’re not really happy
with how we played in the third period,” he said. “I think
we gave them a little too much life in the third period,
but we’ll take it. We’ll move on and we’re up 1-0 (in the
series).”—AFP 

Stars shut out 
top-seeded Golden
Knights in opener

EDMONTON: Anton Khudobin #35 of the Dallas Stars eyes the puck against the Vegas Golden Knights
during the third period in Game One of the Western Conference Final on September 06, 2020. — AFP 

Tokyo Olympics will 
go ahead ‘with or 
without Covid-19’ 


