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JaanRoose performs during the longest slackline walk in Tartu, Estonia. —Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

FORT LAUDERDALE: Blaise Matuidi was unable to in-
spire his new Inter Miami team-mates to a much needed
victory on Sunday but still managed to impress during a
lively Major League Soccer debut. French international
Matuidi has only spent two full training sessions with
David Beckham’s American franchise following his move
from Juventus last month.

Yet with coach Diego Alonso desperate for a win to
kick start a season off to a miserable start, the Uruguayan
had no qualms about handing the 33-year-old his first
start against Nashville. The match ended in a goalless
draw, but the Toulouse-born star certainly starred for the
home team-despite his last Serie A appearance coming
back in early August.

Although he tired before being replaced on 78 min-
utes, there was enough on show to boost an Inter Miami
side who have now won just one of their first nine
matches. “I was a bit tired, it’s been a while since I have
played a game but I was happy with the game even if it
wasn’t the result we wanted,” said Matuidi. “I was hoping
to play 60 minutes but managed to get a bit more than
that, we decided to push a bit further.” Matuidi said he
had been impressed by what he’s seen in MLS so far, but
needs more matches to gain a better sense of MLS com-
petition. “I have watched the first few matches and I defi-
nitely see quality,” he said. “The pace of the game was
good, the players showed good technical quality but after
just one game, it’s hard to have an exact portrait of what
MLS is like.” Matuidi, the 12th World Cup winner to play
in MLS, settled confidently in midfield after an 80 minute
delay because of stormy weather in Fort Lauderdale, pro-
viding Alonso’s side with experience and expertise against
a Nashville side who beat Miami 1-0 last Sunday. “He re-
ally showed his quality and intelligence and with time he
will be able to adapt,” Alonso said.

All the early chances fell to the former Paris St Germain
player’s new team and only Mexican international Rodolfo
Pizarro will know how he missed the opportunity on eight
minutes to finish off a slick move which was started by
Matuidi’s neat pass. —AFP 

Matuidi impresses in 
MLS debut but can’t 
lift Miami to win

Indians thump Brewers 4-1 as 
Bieber earns AL-high 7th win

Rockies edge Dodgers; Braves down Nationals
CHICAGO: Shane Bieber struck out 10 in five innings to
become the American League’s first seven-game winner
and the host Cleveland Indians beat the Milwaukee
Brewers 4-1 on Sunday afternoon. Bieber allowed one
run on five hits and joined Chicago Cubs’ right-hander
Yu Darvish as the second seven-game winner in the ma-
jors. He recorded his sixth double-digit strikeout game
on the season and raised his major league-leading
strikeout total to 94. Bieber also matched Hall of Famer
Bob Feller by getting at least eight strikeouts in each of
his first nine starts, the longest such streak to open a
season in Indians history. Feller achieved the feat in 1946
when he threw 371 1/3 innings in 48 games and recorded
12 double-digit strikeout games. Bieber (7-0) retired the
first 11 hitters he faced and matched Feller’s mark when
he struck out Tyrone Taylor in the fifth.

Cardinals 7, Cubs 3
Paul Goldschmidt hit a three-run homer to lead visit-

ing St. Louis past Chicago.  The Cardinals won their third
straight game against the NL Central-leading Cubs to
move within 1 1/2 games of first place in the division.
Cardinals starting pitcher Dakota Hudson (2-2) earned
the victory after allowing three runs on five hits in five
innings. Cubs starter Jon Lester (2-2) lasted just 3 1/3
innings, allowing five runs on six hits, two walks and a
hit by pitch.

Rockies 7, Dodgers 6
Matt Kemp hit a two-run home run against his former

team to give Colorado the win over host Los Angeles.
Josh Fuentes also hit a home run as the Rockies took the
lead on four different occasions while handing the
Dodgers their first series loss of the season. Colorado
improved to 2-1 to start a six-game road trip that figures
to be key for their postseason chances. Corey Seager hit
two home runs for the Dodgers, while Will Smith and
Chris Taylor also went deep. AJ Pollock had three hits
for Los Angeles, which is 10-1-3 in its 14 series this sea-
son, but still has the best record in baseball at 30-12.

Braves 10, Nationals 3
Freddie Freeman hit his second grand slam in three

days to break open a close game and send host Atlanta
past Washington to earn a split of the four-game series.
The two National League East rivals meet again in a
four-game series next weekend in Washington. They
have split six games thus far this season. Freeman had
failed to hit a grand slam in his first 104 career opportu-
nities with the bases loaded until he ended the streak on
Friday in the second game of a doubleheader with the
Nationals. He did it again in the sixth inning, taking one
421 feet to the opposite field against reliever Kyle
Finnegan to expand a 3-1 lead and put the rout in mo-
tion. It was Freeman’s seventh home run and extended
his streak of reaching base to 22 straight games. He has
hit safely in 19 of his last 20 games.

Rays 5, Marlins 4 (10 innings)
Brandon Lowe hit a walk-off sacrifice fly to cap a

two-run 10th inning, rallying Tampa Bay to a series-win-
ning victory over Miami in St. Petersburg, Fla. Trailing
4-3 after Matt Joyce’s RBI single in the top of the 10th,
the Rays tied it on Ji-Man Choi’s leadoff pinch-hit dou-
ble over first base to score baserunner Joey Wendle.
John Curtiss (3-0) allowed an unearned run in the top of
the 10th for the win, and Marlins closer Brandon Kintzler
(1-3) gave up the two runs-one earned-that decided the
game.

Giants 4, Diamondbacks 2
Donovan Solano’s two-run homer in the bottom of the

sixth inning helped host San Francisco rally to beat Ari-

zona. Caleb Baragar (5-1) got the final out of the sixth
inning to earn the win. The Giants improved to 7-2
against Arizona this season. Tyler Rogers worked the
ninth inning for his third save. The Diamondbacks led 2-
0 early after Tim Locastro’s leadoff home run and a Josh
Rojas sacrifice fly. Locastro homered on the third pitch
of the game from Giants starter Johnny Cueto, going
deep to center field. The Diamondbacks have lost 15 of
their last 17 games.

Pirates 3, Reds 2
Erik Gonzalez’s sacrifice fly in the ninth inning gave

Pittsburgh a walk-off win and a split of its four-game se-
ries with visiting Cincinnati. With the Pirates trailing 2-1
entering the bottom of the ninth against Raisel Iglesias
(2-3), Josh Bell and Ke’Bryan Hayes opened with singles
to center. Cole Tucker’s base hit to right drove in Bell to
tie the game. Hayes was out in a rundown on pinch-hitter
Kevin Newman’s broken-bat fielder’s choice before
Gonzalez’s sacrifice fly won the game. Pittsburgh’s Chad
Kuhl was lifted after just three innings and, at times,
showing uncharacteristic control issues. He gave up two
runs and two hits while recording five strikeouts and four
walks. Those four walks came against the first 10 bat-
ters.

Orioles 5, Yankees 1
DJ Stewart homered for the second straight game

and Dean Kremer tossed six strong innings in his major
league debut as host Baltimore beat New York for the
third straight time. The Orioles started the bottom of the
first inning with a Hanser Alberto bunt single. Stewart
then followed with a two-run homer to right field. Stew-
art had started the season 0-for-17 before homering
twice Saturday night, including once against Gerrit Cole
in a 6-1 victory. The right fielder gave the Orioles a fast
edge in this contest. Kremer (1-0) gave up one run on
one hit over 88 pitches. He struck out seven, walked
three and didn’t get into much trouble. The Orioles came
into Friday’s doubleheader having lost 17 straight to the
Yankees in Baltimore, dating back to the summer of
2018. But the Orioles won the nightcap Friday to start
the three-game winning streak.

White Sox 8, Royals 2
Dallas Keuchel threw five shutout innings before

leaving with lower back stiffness as Chicago won at
Kansas City to sweep the four-game series and win the
season series 9-1. Keuchel (6-2) allowed two hits and no
walks, and threw just 49 pitches before he suffered the
injury while warming up for the sixth inning. Edwin En-
carnacion had a home run and four RBIs for the White
Sox, who maintained a half-game lead over the Cleve-
land Indians in the AL Central. Matt Harvey (0-3) took
the loss for the Royals. He allowed one run on four hits
in 2 1/3 innings. He had allowed at least three earned runs
in each of his previous three starts, none of which lasted
longer than three innings.

Mets 14, Phillies 1
Jacob deGrom struck out 12 batters over seven strong

innings and got some rare run support, when host New
York hit five homers in a 14-1 romp over Philadelphia.
Pete Alonso homered twice while Brandon Nimmo, Jeff
McNeil and Wilson Ramos all went deep for the Mets,
who have won the middle two contests of the four-game
wraparound series. deGrom (3-1) allowed one run on
three and walked two while reaching double digits in
strikeouts for the 44th time in his career. deGrom, who
lowered his ERA to 1.69, exited with a 7-1 lead-marking
only the fourth time this year that New York has scored
more than three runs while he was in the game. The
Phillies have lost back-to-back contests for the first time

since a five-game losing streak from Aug. 19-22. Starter
Aaron Nola (4-3) took the loss and Andrew Knapp hit a
solo homer.

Blue Jays 10, Red Sox 8
Rowdy Tellez had three hits, including a solo home

run, to extend his hitting streak to eight games and Caleb
Joseph added a solo homer and two RBIs as visiting
Toronto defeated Boston. Lourdes Gurriel Jr had four
hits for the Blue Jays, who split the season series with
the Red Sox at 5-5 after winning the rubber match of
the five-game series. At 4 hours, 23 minutes, it was the
longest nine-inning game in Blue Jays’ history. Thomas
Hatch (3-1) pitched 1 2/3 hitless innings for the win.
Kevin Plawecki hit a three-run homer for Boston, Xander
Bogaerts had a two-run blast and Bobby Dalbec and
Jose Peraza added solo shots. Toronto scored six times
in the fifth against reliever Matt Hall (0-2) for a 7-4 lead.

Tigers 10, Twins 8
Willi Castro, Grayson Greiner and Sergio Alcantara

each hit home runs as the Detroit snapped a four-game
losing streak with a win at Minnesota. Jonathan Schoop
tripled and doubled and scored twice for the Tigers, who
pounded out 17 hits in the victory. Kyle Funkhouser (1-
1) picked up his first major league win in relief and Bryan
Garcia earned his first major league save by pitching a
scoreless ninth. Brent Rooker had a two-run double for
Minnesota, which had a five-game win streak snapped.
Willians Astudillo had a two-run single. Sergio Romo (1-
2) took the loss.

Angels 9, Astros 5
Jared Walsh’s RBI single snapped a 5-5 tie and

sparked a four-run rally in the eighth inning that lifted
Los Angeles over Houston in Anaheim, Calif. Even with-
out center fielder Mike Trout, who got the day off, the
Angels (17-25) finished a four-game sweep of the Astros,
who began an 11-game road trip on Friday night. The
Angels have won five in a row. The Astros had just six
hits, but three were home runs: Kyle Tucker-No. 8 on the
season in the first inning-Aledmys Diaz (No. 2 in the sec-
ond) and Carlos Correa (No. 4 in the seventh).—Reuters

ATLANTA: Brock Holt #27 of the Washington Nationals slides into home safely beating the tag of Tyler Flowers #25 of
the Atlanta Braves in the second inning of an MLB game at Truist Park on September 6, 2020. — AFP 

LONDON: Managers and boards have had pre-
cious little time to draw up targets for the new Pre-
mier League campaign, so brief has been the pause
in action since the conclusion of the last one. For
some, however, it will be a fairly simple one-finishing
17th or higher. Just being part of Englandís top flight
has become such a big deal that languishing down
the near the bottom is no big deal these days, so
long as you do not get relegated. 

Another season cashing in as a member of the
worldís richest soccer league is, for most clubs,
worth more than silverware. Traditionally the three
teams promoted from the Championship are
among the favorites to go straight back down-such
is the step up in quality. So it will be no surprise if
those in charge at Leeds United, West Bromwich
Albion and Fulham, talk about consolidation as a
first priority.

Fulham, who crept up via the playoffs, know only
too well how hard that can prove, having gone
straight back down in 2018-19 after regaining their
place among the elite. Teams who gain promotion
via the playoffs actually have a 61% chance of going
straight back down, but in Scott Parker, Fulham have
a bright young manager who should give them hope.
West Bromwich Albion, back up after a two-year
absence having finished runners-up to Leeds, are
already being tipped to face a struggle to stay up
but seasoned manager Slaven Bilic knows his way
around the top flight.— Reuters

Survival the 
first target for
promoted three


