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l Where was your son last night?  Did you ask him?
l Did you wonder why your son spends so much time

in his room alone?
l Did you wonder why your son is not joining you at

the dinner table, has lost his appetite, lost weight and
is looking pale?

l Did you, by any chance, enter his room and see
strange objects that are not supposed to be there,
such as foil paper and burnt spoons, etc?

l Did you notice that he is spending more money but
nothing to show for it?
Many questions come to mind when we see dramatic

changes in our children’s behavior, often all of a sudden.
Then parents start looking for reasons and answers
while attempting to help their beloved children. 

The problem is that we have a social stigma that
keeps us from admitting to having a problem related to
drug use by a family member, regardless who it may be.
Drugs is a very scary word and we all must be aware of
and be vigilant, so that such poisons and highly destruc-
tive weapons remain out of our homes and pockets of
our loved ones.

Studies have shown that drugs, the deadly lesion of
today, have started to spread in all societies at an
unprecedented scale, to the point that it is threatening
families and even entire societies. Drugs actually kill a
man’s will. The most dangerous part of the problem is
that more youth in their prime are using drugs and it is
no longer an individual case that can be easily dealt with,
and this gives concerned authorities - be they in law
enforcement or health professions - a hard time in fight-
ing the phenomenon and cleaning up after users and
abusers.

A drug addict is actually a dead person among the
living, and it is only his soul hanging on his body and
fighting for survival. Most often he is at the lowest level.
An addict’s health gradually deteriorates and he becomes
an unproductive member of his society. There will be a
time when the addict stops working and may become a
criminal to get money to finance his habit, while ignoring
his family and caring about their wellbeing.

The good thing is that there is always hope and cure
if all concerned elements cooperate to eliminate this
pandemic. Families and authorities must cooperate to
keep children from using drugs while security authorities
fight drugs pushers and traders, and all must have the
courage and consider it a disease. There should not be
any stigma.

Parents, please keep a close eye on your children -
male and female - and make sure about those they get
in touch with. You should bear in mind that not all
friends are good, as friends have great influence on
each other. May Allah protect our youth and spare
them from all evil. 

Protecting our
children from drugs
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News in brief
Kuwait Airways appoints CEO

KUWAIT: Kuwait Airways
announced yesterday
appointing Adel Jassem Al-
Sane as acting CEO of the
corporation. Sane, a
Kuwait Airways board
member, assumed his posi-
tion starting yesterday, and
will remain in office until a
new CEO is appointed, the
national carrier said in a statement.

‘Dangerous plot’ thwarted

KUWAIT: A dangerous plot against national
security was foiled after two officers working
in highly-sensitive departments were arrest-
ed, Al-Qabas reported yesterday quoting a
‘high-ranking security source’. The prosecu-
tion charged them with treason, as they
allegedly stole confidential documents and
recordings in 2019. The two officers operate
within a wide network that includes military
personnel and MPs. They allegedly leaked
critical documents to the UK, according to
the unnamed source.

By-elections ‘monitored’

KUWAIT: High-ranking government sources
rebuffed criticism about its inaction towards
holding participants taking part in alleged
by-elections to account. “By-elections are
rejected legally and health-wise,” they told
Al-Qabas, adding that the interior ministry is
monitoring criminal violations. The sources
said there is documentation and condemning
evidence against the already held primaries,
even if they were not raided and stopped.
They said the health ministry recommended
that such gatherings should not be held due
to many violations of health conditions that
may cause the mass spread of coronavirus.

KUWAIT: Government statistics revealed
802,000 expats entered Kuwait during
the past five years - from 2015 until the
end of 2019, a local daily reported yester-
day. The statistics, which were sent to the
National Assembly, showed a notable
drop in the influx of expat labor, reaching
its lowest level in 2019 at nearly 91,000
expats, Al-Qabas reported. The number
of expats who entered the country with
work permits during 2018 and 2019 is
nearly 188,000, compared to more than
222,000 who arrived in the country in
2017, which means the number of expats
who entered the country in 2017 exceed-

ed total arrivals in 2018 and 2019.
Meanwhile, ministerial sources said

smart hiring of labor will be a pillar in the
strategic plans to deal with the imbalance
in the country’s marketplace, which
includes the nationalization of government
and private marketplaces, and employing
technology and digital transformation to
limit the need for expat labor, which has
already contributed to the reduction of the
number of guards needed at the social
affairs ministry.

“There are five effects of marketplace
imbalance which are related to security,
social, economic, cultural and construction

dimensions, and 10 direct repercussions of
these effects,” the government sources
argued. They said this imbalance leads to
inflation and concentration of certain
nationalities in limited areas, risks of the
spread of immoral behavior and increase
in cost to the government due to the sub-
sidy policy. Furthermore, they mentioned
other effects including strengthening the
culture of dependence on expat labor at
work without transferring knowledge,
damage to infrastructure and healthcare in
particular and “uncivilized gatherings in
the absence of labor cities.”

“The effects include alien customs that

do not match the society’s culture, in addi-
tion to the rise of uneducated males and
the lack of added knowledge or invest-
ment value of marginal labor,” said the
sources. They added that the relative
median rate of the total number of
Kuwaitis working in the government sec-
tor during the period from 2002 until 2019
reached 74 percent compared to 26 per-
cent of expats during the same period. It
said the percentage of increase of
Kuwaitis in the public sector during the
2002-2019 period reached 115 percent
compared to 85 percent for non-Kuwaitis
during the same period.

Notable drop in influx of expat
labor in past five years: Report

Govt sources detail ‘negative effects’ of marketplace imbalance

Kuwait COVID-19
cases pass 90,000,
805 new infections

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s COVID-19 confirmed infection cases
reached 90,387 after 805 people tested positive for the
novel coronavirus in the past 24 hours, the Ministry of
Health said yesterday. Meanwhile two persons died of
COVID-19 in the same period, raising total deaths to 546,
Ministry spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad announced. The
ministry had announced earlier that 516 people have recov-
ered from the virus, increasing the number of total recover-
ies to 81,037.

The new infected cases include people who have come
into contact with infected individuals, and others whose
source of infection is currently being investigated, Dr Sanad
said. In terms of health zones, 221 cases were reported in
Hawally, 201 in Ahmadi, 155 in Farwaniya, 135 in the Capital,
and 93 in Jahra, added the official.

There are 90 patients currently receiving intensive care
out of a total 8,804 currently hospitalized, Dr Sanad said.
Some 4,324 swab tests were conducted in the last 24 hours,
raising the total to 648,051 so far, added the spokesman.
The official reiterated the strict need to abide by health
precautions, urging nationals and expatriates alike that fol-
lowing social distancing rules is the only way to keep the
virus at bay.  —KUNA

Pardoned Kuwait
death row inmate
returns to Philippines
KUWAIT: A Filipino man sentenced to death
in Kuwait for murdering his partner has been
freed in an Amiri pardon and returned to the
Philippines. Philippine Embassy in Kuwait
Charge d’Affaires and Consul General Mohd.
Noordin Pendosina N. Lomondot sent off
Bienvenido Espino at the Kuwait International
Airport on 30 August 2020 - 13 years since he
was detained at the Central Jail in Sulaibiya,
and 12 years since the Philippine government
first sought the Amiri pardon for the convicted
Filipino. The Embassy facilitated Espino’s
repatriation back to the Philippines.

Espino was sentenced to death by hang-
i n g  i n  2 0 0 8  b u t  wa s  g ra n t e d  by  H i s
Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. “On behalf of
President Rodrigo Roa Duterte, my deepest
and most profound gratitude goes to His
Highness the Amir for granting clemency to
OFW Bienvenido Espino, and for giving our
kababayan a chance to start a new life in
t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,”  C h a r g e  d ’ A f f a i r e s
Lomondot said.

“The Philippine government, through the
Embassy, had been asking the Kuwaiti govern-
ment to pardon OFW Espino. No less than
then-Presidents Gloria Macapagal Arroyo and
Benigno S. Aquino III personally appealed to
His Highness the Amir to grant clemency to
OFW Espino. Even after his death sentence
was reduced to life imprisonment in 2013, the
Philippine government remained persistent in
appealing for the Amir’s pardon, through our
letters to the Kuwaiti Ministry of Foreign
Affairs,” the Charge d’Affaires further said.

In May 2008, the Kuwaiti Court of First
Instance found Espino guilty of the murder of
h is  F i l ip ina  par tner, Jh ias  Gumapac in
October 30, 2007, near a bakery in Salmiya.
Espino stabbed Gumapac, 30, 33 times over a

laptop given to her as collateral for money
borrowed by Espino. The decision was upheld
by the Kuwaiti Court of Appeals in January
2009, and by the Kuwait Court of Cassation
in November 2009.

However, Espino received a ‘tanazul’ or let-
ter of forgiveness from the family of his late
Filipina partner after settling the blood money
for the crime. The issuance of a tanazul led to
the commutation of his death sentence to life
imprisonment in 2013. He received the Amiri
pardon during the recently-concluded Eid Al-
Adha season, a long with other  Fi l ip ino
detainees at the Central Jail.


