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Deputy Amir receives copy of 
Central Bank’s annual report

Prime Minister meets Supreme Judicial Council chief

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown 
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
received at Seif Palace yesterday Central Bank of 
Kuwait Governor Dr Mohammad Al-Hashel who pre-
sented a copy of the bank’s 48th annual report for the 
fiscal year 2019-2020. Sheikh Dr Hashel also presented 
a copy of the report to His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah in a sep-

arate meeting at Seif Palace yesterday. Meanwhile, His 
Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince received 
His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah, while His Highness the Prime Minister received 
Chairman of Kuwait’s Supreme Judicial Council and the 
Cassation Court and President of the Constitutional 
Court Yousef Al-Mutawaa.  

In other news, His Highness the Deputy Amir and 

Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah sent a cable of condolences to Tunisian 
President Qais Saeed on Sunday. In the cable, His 
Highness the Deputy Amir strongly denounced the 
terrorist attack that targeted a security patrol in the 
city of Sousse, east of Tunis, which resulted in the 
death of a security man and the injury of another. His 
Highness affirmed Kuwait’s position rejecting these 

heinous terrorist acts that target the lives of innocent 
people and destabilize security and stability in the 
brotherly country. His Highness expressed condo-
lences to the Tunisian President and to the victim’s 
family, wishing a speedy recovery for the injured. His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled 
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent a similar cable of condo-
lences. -— KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives a copy of the Central Bank of 
Kuwait’s annual report from the bank’s Governor Dr Mohammad Al-
Hashel. — KUNA photos

Central Bank of Kuwait Governor Dr Mohammad Al-Hashel presents a 
copy of the bank’s annual report to His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

Women’s union lauds Amir 
on honoring anniversary
KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah’s efforts within the human-
itarian domain had earned him 
respect from his global peers, a fact 
which led to the UN honoring of the 
Kuwaiti top figure as a global 
humanitarian leader, said an official 
yesterday. Head of the Kuwaiti 
women’s society union Sheikha 
Fadya Saad Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah 
affirmed, in a press statement, that 
His Highness the Amir’s honoring 
back in 2014 came to commemorate 
his long-time effort within the 
humanitarian domain since he was foreign minister of the country. The 
union is very proud to mark the sixth anniversary of naming His Highness 
as a humanitarian global leader and Kuwait as an international hub from 
humanitarian efforts, indicated Sheikha Fadya. The official took the 
chance to wish His Highness the Amir evermore prosperity and health 
and also expressed congratulations to His Highness the Deputy Amir and 
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber on the advent of this 
joyous occasion. She congratulated Kuwait on the return of the anniver-
sary, wishing more progress to the country and its people. — KUNA

Sheikha Fadya Al-Sabah

KUWAIT: The National Assembly is set 
to hold sessions today and tomorrow to 
discuss budgetary matters relating to gov-
ernment spending, Speaker Marzouq Ali 
Al-Ghanem announced. Another session 
will be held on Thursday for voting on no-
confidence motions against the ministers 
of interior and education, Ghanem said in a 
statement at Abdullah Al-Salem Hall on 
Sunday. 

Ghanem has stated that the first two 
sessions will be for discussing budgetary 
reports and accounts of independent, leg-
islative authorities in addition to Kuwait 
Petroleum Corporation (KPC) and its sub-
sidiaries. Moreover, the National Assembly 
speaker said the first two sessions would 
also cover financial issues of ministries, 
government sectors and would witness a 
presentation by the Minister of Finance on 
the country’s fiscal conditions. 

If today and tomorrow’s sessions can-
not be finished, they will be prolonged to 
Thursday following the vote of no-confi-
dence on Deputy Prime Minister, Minister 
of Interior and Minister of State for 
Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh and Minister 

of Education and Higher Education Saud 
Al-Harbi. Ghanem announced on 
September 1 that a session would be held 
on September 10 for no-confidence votes 

against the two ministers, after two 
motions filed by 10 MPs each following the 
debate of the two ministers’ respective 
grillings. — KUNA

Assembly holds sessions for 
budgets, no-confidence votes

National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem
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historic commercial flight from Tel Aviv to Abu 

Dhabi,” said a White House readout of the phone 
call. “President Trump highlighted the significance 
of the Abraham Accords and discussed ways to 
enhance regional security and prosperity.” 

Allowing flights between Israel and the Emirates 
to cross Saudi airspace saves long detours around 
the Arabian peninsula. Saudi Arabia, the Arab 
world’s biggest economy and home to Islam’s holi-

est sites, faces more sensitive political calculations 
than the UAE. Despite its clandestine relations with 
Israel, a formal recognition of the Jewish state 
would be seen by Palestinians and their supporters 
as a betrayal of their cause and hurt the kingdom’s 
image as the leader of the Islamic world, analysts 
say. 

Trump also urged Saudi Arabia to “negotiate 
with other Gulf countries” to resolve a regional rift 
with Qatar, the White House added. Riyadh and its 
allies severed ties with Doha in a shock move in 
2017, accusing the gas-rich emirate of backing 
extremists and siding with Saudi Arabia’s regional 
rival Iran. Qatar denies the charges. The crisis 
shows no sign of relenting despite rising interna-
tional pressure. — AFP 

Saudi king urges 
fair solution for ...
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“For our lives to move on, we have to get out of 

our homes... so this is a good move by the govern-
ment,” passenger Deepak Kumar, who took the 
Delhi subway to work, told AFP. Authorities 
imposed strict rules on the trains, with masks, social 
distancing and temperature checks mandatory. 
During peak hour in New Delhi yesterday morning, 
carriages were sparsely filled as people followed 
guidelines dictating that only alternate seats could 
be occupied. 

For total deaths worldwide, the United States has 
the most with more than 188,000, followed by Brazil 
with 126,000. India is next with about 71,000 fatali-
ties. Britain, one of the worst-hit countries at the 
start of the pandemic, is also battling another spike. 
The number of daily cases hit nearly 3,000 on 
Sunday, a level not seen since late May, according 
to health ministry figures. 

Health Secretary Matt Hancock said the latest 
sufferers were predominantly young people. “It’s 
important that people don’t allow this illness to 
infect their grandparents and to lead to the sort of 
problems that we saw earlier in the year,” he said. 
The British government said it would tighten local 
restrictions in areas showing sharp rises in cases, 
rather than impose a second national lockdown, for 
fear of its impacts on the economy. 

In France authorities placed seven more regions 
covering several major cities on high alert Sunday. 
The curbs came after France reported a record of 
nearly 9,000 daily cases on Friday. In Paris masks 
are now mandatory in all public spaces. Lockdowns 
have also been imposed or extended in Israel and 
Australia in recent days. Israel decided Sunday to 
begin “a nightly closure” of 40 cities and towns with 
the highest infection rates. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said “edu-
cational institutions” would be closed and gather-
ings limited from yesterday. “I know these limita-
tions are not easy, but in the current situation, 
there’s no way to avoid them,” Netanyahu said. 
According to data collected by AFP, Israel has risen 
to fifth in the world for the number of infections per 
capita, ahead of Brazil and the United States. 

In Spain, the government is trying to restart 
schools even as it records the highest number of 
new infections on the European continent. Some 
Spanish parents are refusing to send their children 
back to class for the new school year despite the 
threat of sanctions from authorities. “Going back to 
school is being treated like an experiment, we’re like 
guinea pigs,” said Aroa Miranda, a 37-year-old 
mother-of-two in the coastal town of Castellon de 
la Plana. “For my eight-year-old, I will pretend he’s 
ill so I don’t have to send him to school.” 

On the sporting front, International Olympic 
Committee vice president John Coates offered a 
stoic note of hope, saying the Tokyo Games would 
go ahead next year regardless of the pandemic. 
“These will be the Games that conquered COVID, 
the light at the end of the tunnel,” Coates told AFP 
in an exclusive interview. — AFP 

India passes 
Brazil with 2nd...
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 booths showing the potential game-changing 

vaccines. China, which is facing a storm of foreign 
criticism over its early handling of the pandemic, has 
been trying to repurpose the story of COVID-19. 

State media and officials are now emphasizing the 
revival of Wuhan, the central Chinese city where the 
deadly pathogen surfaced, as a success story in the 
fight against the virus. They are also touting 
progress on domestic vaccines as a sign of Chinese 
leadership and resilience in the face of an unprece-
dented health threat that has pummeled the global 
economy. In May, President Xi Jinping pledged to 
make any potential vaccine developed by China a 
“global public good”. 

The potential vaccines on display are among 

nearly 10 worldwide to enter phase 3 trials, typically 
the last step ahead of regulatory approval, as coun-
tries race to stub out the virus and reboot battered 
economies. Sinopharm said it anticipates the anti-
bodies from its jab to last between one and three 
years - although the final result will only be known 
after the trials. 

China’s nationalistic tabloid Global Times report-
ed last month that “the price of the vaccines will not 
be high”. Every two doses should cost below 1,000 
yuan ($146), the report said, citing Sinopharm’s 
chairman, who told media he has already been 
injected with one of the candidate vaccines. China’s 
official Xinhua news agency reported yesterday that 
another vaccine candidate, developed by Chinese 
military scientists, can deal with mutations in the 
coronavirus. 

As of last month, at least 5.7 billion doses of the 
vaccines under development around the world had 
been pre-ordered. But the World Health 
Organization has warned that widespread immu-
nization against COVID-19 may not be on the cards 
until the middle of next year. — AFP 

China shows off  
COVID vaccines...

Continued from Page 1 
 

None of the defendants were named in what was 
described as the final court ruling on the killing.  

The verdict came after Khashoggi’s sons said in 
May they had pardoned the killers. The family’s 
pardon spared the lives of five unnamed people 
sentenced to death over the murder in a December 
court ruling. Khashoggi, 59, was killed and dis-
membered at the kingdom’s consulate in Istanbul 
in Oct 2018. His remains have not been found. 
Riyadh has described the murder as a “rogue” 
operation. — AFP 

Saudi hands jail  
terms to 8...

BEIJING: A worker in a protective suit takes a swab from a journalist to test for COVID-19 at a hotel 
yesterday. — AFP 


