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KUWAIT: The ministry of education 
issued on Sunday a decree regulating 
private schools’ mechanism of work dur-
ing the 2020-2021 academic year - 
including online platforms - in light of 
the repercussions of the novel coron-
avirus (COVID-19) pandemic. Under the 
decision, the platforms will be activated 
at private and bilingual schools that have 
British, American, French, Indian and 
Pakistani systems among others, the min-
istry’s assistant undersecretary for pri-
vate education Abdul Mohsen Al-
Huwaila said in a press statement. 

According to the decision published 
on the ministry’s website, Huwaila added 
that the standards, measures and indica-

tors that must be implemented on the e-
learning platforms have been specified. 
He mentioned that these standards are 
related to educational bodies, electronic 
curricula, virtual classes, vocational 
training and student qualification, as well 
as measurement, evaluation and reports. 

Working hours should be at least five 
per day starting from 8:30 am, Huwaila 
noted. On the kindergarten and primary 
levels, the ministerial decision allows for-
eign schools to begin studies for those 
enrolled in the two stages in the evening, 
starting from 3:00 pm after having the 
guardian’s approval, along with provid-
ing synchronous and non-synchronous 
learning resources, he pointed out. 

Teachers assigned to teach in the morn-
ing period should not be assigned to 
teach in the evening period unless with 
the teachers’ approval and for additional 
pay, the decree stipulates.  

Furthermore, the decree sets the 
maximum student capacity in virtual 
classrooms as follows - British and 
French schools: 25 students for the 
kindergarten stage and 30 for the 
remaining stages; American and bilingual 
schools: 25 students for all stages; 
Indian, Pakistani, Filipino and Iranian 
schools: 30 students for the kindergarten 
stage and 40 for remaining stages. 

The decree also specified the mecha-
nism of collecting tuition fees in three 

installments - the first will be 40 percent 
of the total fees, and 30 percent for the 
second and the third installments in 
British, American, bilingual and French 
foreign schools, Huwaila said. However, 
the tuition fees in schools with other for-
eign educational systems are collected in 
two installments. 

The fees include e-learning services, 
and those who violate these regulations 
will be punished, he stressed. Schools 
are not allowed to organize any activity 
contradicting educational purposes or 
any celebrations before having the min-
istry’s approval, Huwaila added. He said a 
specialized technical committee is being 
formed to study the operational and 

study plans submitted by schools and 
supervise the implementation of these 
plans. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: A parliamentary report seeking to rec-
tify a massive imbalance in the demographic 
structure will call to reduce what it calls “surplus 
expats” as soon as possible, head of the commit-
tee preparing the report said yesterday. MP Khalil 
Al-Saleh said the report wil l  be ready on 
Thursday and will be submitted for debate and 
approval to the National Assembly. It includes a 

combination of proposals by the government and 
a number of lawmakers. 

Saleh said the committee is only awaiting pro-
posals by the ministry of justice setting penalties in 
the expected legislation and these are expected to 
be sent within the next two days. He said the report 
focuses on measures to reduce the number of 
expats in the country, but also ensures the domestic 
labor market is not affected. He did not elaborate. 

Following the outbreak of the coronavirus pan-
demic, calls by MPs and social activists intensified 
demanding the expulsion of hundreds of thousands 
of expats, especially scores of uneducated and 
unskilled workers. At present, expats form 70 per-
cent of Kuwait’s population of 4.8 million. But HH 
the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Sabah has said the ideal composition of the popula-
tion should be the reverse, with expats forming just 

30 percent. To achieve that goal, more than two mil-
lion expats should be deported. 

MP Saleh said the report is based on setting a 
cap for expats in the country within six months of 
issuing the report, but after excluding certain sec-
tions. This will be followed by issuing decisions 
every year to determine the country’s needs of 
expat workers. The report calls to deport expats 
who are not needed by the market. 

Meanwhile, MP Riyadh Al-Adasani called on the 
authorities yesterday to take the necessary legal 
actions against the so-called tribal primary elec-
tions, which are banned by the law. A number of 
Kuwaiti tribes openly held primaries to elect candi-
dates to run in the forthcoming general elections, 
expected to be held in late November. Adasani said 
authorities must implement the law and refer all 
those involved to the public prosecution.
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RIYADH: Saudi Arabia supports a “fair” solution 
for the Palestinian cause, King Salman has told 
Donald Trump in a phone call, as the US 
President praised the kingdom for opening its air-
space to Israel-UAE flights. Saudi Arabia has said 
it will not follow the United Arab Emirates, which 
announced last month it would establish diplo-
matic ties with Israel, until the Jewish state has 
signed an internationally recognized peace 
accord with the Palestinians. 

In a phone call to Trump on Sunday, King 
Salman affirmed the “kingdom’s keenness to reach 
a lasting and fair solution to the Palestinian cause 
to bring peace”, the official Saudi Press Agency 
reported. Last week, Saudi Arabia agreed to per-
mit UAE flights to “all countries” to overfly the 
kingdom, as Israeli premier Benjamin Netanyahu  
announced the launch of regular direct flights 
linking the UAE with the Jewish state. 

The announcement came just days after the 
first direct commercial flight from Tel Aviv to Abu 
Dhabi passed through Saudi airspace, marking 
the normalization of Israel-UAE ties under a US-
backed deal known as the Abraham Accords. 
Riyadh’s decision marked another concrete sign 
of Saudi Arabia’s cooperation with Israel even 
after it publicly refused to follow the UAE’s move. 

“President Trump... welcomed the opening of 
Saudi air space to flights between Israel and the 
United Arab Emirates, beginning with last week’s 
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MUMBAI: A medical representative collects a swab sample from a resident 
for the COVID-19 coronavirus test in a residential area yesterday. — AFP 

BEIJING: A boy looks at Sinovac Biotech Ltd’s vaccine candidate for the COVID-19 coronavirus on display 
at the China International Fair for Trade in Services (CIFTIS) on Sunday. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: India overtook Brazil 
yesterday as the country with the 
second highest number of confirmed 
coronavirus cases, even as key metro 
train lines reopened as part of efforts 
to boost the South Asian nation’s bat-
tered economy. India has emerged in 
recent weeks as the new global pan-
demic hotspot, although cases contin-
ue to soar across the globe with 
reported infections worldwide nearing 
27 million and deaths surpassing 
880,000. 

France, Israel and Australia were 

among the nations forced in recent 
days to extend travel restrictions or 
impose new ones to try and contain 
fresh surges. India, home to some of 
the world’s most densely populated 
cities, has been reporting the highest 
single-day rises in the world and yes-
terday it confirmed a new record of 
nearly 91,000 new cases. 

Infections have now risen above 
4.2 million, surpassing Brazil’s total 
and making India’s tally the second-
highest behind the United States’ 6.25 
million. However, with India’s economy 
imploding following months of travel 
restrictions, authorities pressed on 
with risky re-ignition plans. The metro 
in the capital New Delhi began 
reopening yesterday after a five-
month shutdown and 12 other cities 
restarted subway services. 
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BEIJING: China has put its homegrown coron-
avirus vaccines on display for the first time, as the 
country where the contagion was discovered looks 
to shape the narrative surrounding the pandemic. 
High hopes hang on the small vials of liquid on show 
at a Beijing trade fair this week - vaccine candidates 
produced by Chinese companies Sinovac Biotech 
and Sinopharm. Neither has hit the market yet but 
the makers hope they will be approved after all-
important phase 3 trials as early as year-end. 

A Sinovac representative told AFP his firm has 
already “completed the construction of a vaccine 
factory” able to produce 300 million doses a year. 
Yesterday, people at the trade fair crowded around 
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RIYADH: A Saudi court 
yesterday overturned five 
death sentences over jour-
nalist Jamal Khashoggi’s 
murder in a final ruling that 
jailed eight defendants to 
between seven and 20 
years, state media report-
ed. “Five of the convicts 
were given 20 years in 
prison and another three 
were jailed for 7-10 
years,” the official Saudi 
Press Agency said, citing a spokesman for the public 
prosecutor.  
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