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Record-breaking Hamilton in dreamland 
Lewis Hamilton usurps Schumacher with record 92nd F1 win

PARIS: A combination of photos shows the 92 victories held by British Formula One driver Lewis Hamilton from June 10, 2007 to October 25, 2020. Lewis Hamilton became Formula One’s record all-time race-winner yesterday 
when he claimed his 92nd victory at the Portuguese Grand Prix. — AFP 

PORTIMAO: Lewis Hamilton said he was in 
dreamland yesterday after powering to victory in 
the Portuguese Grand Prix to become Formula 
One’s record all-time race winner. His 92nd win 
lifted him one clear of seven-time world champi-
on Michael Schumacher’s 16-year-old record of 
91 wins and opened up a 77-point lead ahead of 
Mercedes team-mate Valtteri Bottas, who finished 
second, in the title race. With five races remaining 
in the coronavirus-affected season, Hamilton is 
within reach of a record-equaling seventh cham-
pionship and a record-increasing 100th pole 
position. 

“I only ever dreamed of being where I am 
today,” he said after the race and a long hug with 

his father Anthony, who managed his early career. 
“I didn’t have a magic ball when I chose to come 
here (Mercedes) - and all we have ever tried to do 
is make the most of it every single day. We are all 
rowing in the same direction. “I have got my dad 
here which is amazing and my step-mum Linda-and 
Roscoe (his dog) - so it’s a very special day. It’s 
going to take time to sink in, but I was still pushing 
coming across the line. “Even now, I am still in race 
mode mentally so I can’t find the words right now 
to describe my emotions at the moment... Maybe I 
will be able to later on.” 

On team radio he emotionally told Mercedes 
that it was “such an honor to work with you” and 
his race engineer Peter ‘Bono’ Bonnington replied, 

saying: “It’s the same here, an honor, genuinely.” 
After the race, he added: “I really owe it all to these 
guys for their teamwork, continually innovating and 
pushing the barrier ever higher every year. “It’s 
such a privilege working with them. It really is 
absolutely incredible. “Thanks to everyone for con-
tinually pushing, no one is sitting back, everyone is 
pushing. It’s the most incredible thing to be sur-
rounded by these guys, it really inspires you-the 
collaboration-there is nothing like it.” 

 
Hamilton defies cramp    

He had cramp, he said, in his right calf in the 
closing stages of the race. “Lifting my foot down 
the straight, it was pretty painful. I could feel it pull, 

but I had to get through it. It is what it is.” His 
Mercedes team chief Toto Wolff, who has helped 
guide Hamilton to five of his world titles and the 
team to an unprecedented six in a row, said: “Who 
would’ve thought when we started this project in 
2013? It’s almost a surreal number of wins. “From 
Lewis, it’s his absolute passion and energy and its 
everything he puts into the sport - and the talent 
and the ability. He’s just standing out.” Bottas said: 
“The opening lap was good, I was really pleased to 
get the lead, but after that I just had no pace and I 
don’t understand why. “I tried to defend, but Lewis 
was close and there was nothing really that I could 
do... I was just off the pace. The start was my high 
point today.” — AFP 

PARIS: MMA world lightweight champion Khabib 
Nurmagomedov announced his shock retirement 
from the sport on Saturday after revealing he 
“promised his mother” that his clash with Justin 
Gaethje would be his last fight. The Russian, who won 
by a second-round technical knockout, was fighting 
for the first time since the death of his father and 
coach Abdulmanap in July. “I’m the UFC undisputed, 
undefeated champion with a 13-0 record (in UFC), 
and 29-0 in all of my pro MMA career,” he said after 
his win in Abu Dhabi. 

“Today I want to say this is my last fight. No way 
am I coming here without my father. When UFC comes 
to me about Justin I spoke with my mother for three 
days. “She didn’t want me to fight without father and I 
said this is my last fight - and I have given her my word. 
He added: “Thank you so much Justin. I know you are 
great, I know how you take care of your people. Be 
close with your parents, because you never know what 
is going to happen tomorrow. Thank you coach, thank 
you guys. Today is my last fight in the UFC. 

“It was my father’s dream. Justin and Conor 
(McGregor) will fight in January, I have choked both 
out, I am not interested in this.” Abdulmanap 
Nurmagomedov, 57, passed away after suffering 
complications from Covid-19 in the summer. Long 
time rival McGregor of Ireland, who lost to 
Nurmagomedov in 2018, was amongst the first to 
congratulate the 32-year-old Russian on his career. “I 
will carry on. Respect and condolences on your father 

again also. To you and family. Yours sincerely, The 
McGregors,” he tweeted. 

UFC president Dana White joined the tributes 
and revealed at a news conference as Fight Island 
ended that Nurmagomedov had broken his foot in 
the build-up to Saturday’s event. “What this guy’s 
been through, we’re all lucky we got to see him fight 
tonight,” said White. “Apparently he was in the hos-
pital. He broke his foot three weeks ago. So he has 
two broken toes and a bone in his foot that’s broken 
- that’s what his corner was telling me. Never told 
anybody. “He is one of the toughest human beings 
on the planet and he’s the number-one pound-for-
pound fighter in the world and, seriously, you have 
to start putting him up there with GOAT (greatest of 
all time) status with whoever else you think is the 
GOAT.” American Gaethje, 31, is now 22-3 in his 
career in UFC. — AFP 
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MAKHACHKALA: In this file photo, UFC lightweight 
champion Khabib Nurmagomedov of Russia raises his 
champions belt upon the arrival in Makhachkala. —AFP 

LONDON: Southampton ended Everton’s 
unbeaten start to the season as goals from 
James Ward-Prowse and Che Adams sealed a 
2-0 win against the Premier League leaders 
yesterday. Everton had gone eight games with-
out defeat in all competitions this term, but 
they paid the price for a lethargic display at St 
Mary’s. Carlo Ancelotti’s side fell behind to 
Ward-Prowse’s first-half goal and Adams dou-
bled their lead before the interval. Everton 
left-back Lucas Digne was sent off for a dan-
gerous challenge on Kyle Walker-Peters in the 
second half despite his claims he tripped when 
he stood on the Southampton defender’s heel. 

Without the suspended Richarlison and 
injured Seamus Coleman after the stormy 
Merseyside derby draw with Liverpool last 
weekend, Everton lacked the drive and quality 
that had been the hallmark of their strong 
start to the campaign. They remain above 
champions Liverpool on goal difference after 
a result that should serve as a reality check. 
Southampton have now only lost twice in 13 
league matches and cl imbed within three 
points  of  f i rs t  p lace . An enter ta in ing 
encounter got off to a fast start when Danny 
Ings picked out Ryan Bertrand and his pass 
found Nathan Redmond for a shot that whis-
tled past the post. 

Everton’s first serious threat came from Alex 
Iwobi as the former Arsenal winger forced a 

good stop from Alex McCarthy. Gyl f i 
Sigurdsson went even closer with a blistering 
20-yard drive that cannoned off the crossbar 
with McCarthy grasping at thin air. Jordan 
Pickford was in action for the first time since 
his ugly tackle on Virgi l  van Dijk left  the 
Liverpool defender with a serious knee injury. 
Pickford had been subjected to vicious abuse 
on social media, but Ancelotti refused to take 
the error-prone keeper out of the spotlight. 

Pickford made a good save to deny Oriol 
Romeu’s blast, but the England international 
had no chance when Ward-Prowse put 
Southampton ahead in the 27th minute. Ward-
Prowse passed into Ings, who returned the ball 
to the midfielder, who took one touch before 
firing into the far corner for his first goal of the 
season. Adams doubled Southampton’s lead 
eight minutes later when Ings’ rampaged past 
Ben Godfrey and Yerry Mina before lofting a 
cross to his strike partner, whose shot deflect-
ed off Sigurdsson on its way past Pickford. 

Southampton were in complete control . 
Stuart Armstrong had a strike disallowed for 
offside just before half-time. Everton had nev-
er won a Premier League game when they 
trailed by two or more goals at half-time. The 
visitors were marginally better in the second 
half, but James Rodriguez wasn’t having his 
usual influence on Everton’s play and their 
attacking threat was neutered. Ings almost 
made it three from Armstrong’s cross, but 
couldn’t  make strong enough contact . 
Everton’s  last  hope vanished in  the 72nd 
minute when Digne was dismissed for his awk-
ward foul on Walker-Peters. — AFP  
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